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UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 



diMri* 



YftE mSTOKY OF THE C ANA A KITES AND 

PHILISTINES. 



SECT. 1. 

7^ Histcry of Canaan, 

UNDER the general denomination of Canaan- 
ites are included the seven nations, distin* 
gubhed in scripture by the names of Hittites, Je- 
busitesvAmorites, Girgasites, Hivites, PerizziteSy 
and CanaaniteS) properly so called. They appear 
to have laboured in a particular manner under the 
evil influence of the curse denounced against their 
progenitor, Canaan : being doomed in the end te 
subjection, expulsion, or extirpation : and. were in 
all probability, subdivided into many little king- 
doms ; since we read of thirty-one Canaanitish 
idngs, who were subdued by the victorious arms 
of Joshusu 

Wkh> respect to cust<»ns, manners, arts, sci- 
ences, and language, these nations may be 
supposed to have differed widely from each other, 
Bccprding to the different courses of life, which 
naturally resulted from their respective situations. 
Those who resided on the seacoasts were mer- 
VoL. II. B 



2 CAKAAKITES* 

chants, in which capacity t^ey wiii be cansidered' 
when spoken of as Phoenicians, for by thait name 
they were afterward known to the Greeks. The 
others, who had an inland situation, were partly 
employed in rural avocations, and partly in the 
escercise of arms. Those who resided in the 
wlalled cities and fixed abodes, cultivated the land ; 
and those who w^ftider^d about, grazed cattle, or 
carried arms ; «o ymt it is «aay to discern amcmg 
them the several distinct classes of merchants, 
artificers, soldiers, shepherds, and husbandinen. 
It is also sufficiently eb\4oiia, that they were well 
appointed for war ; thait their towns were well for- 
tified, and themselves well supplied with military 
weapons ; that thet W«ere entei9>ii6ing, obstinate, 
and almost mvincible ; and by no means defici- 
ent in craft or policy. 

Their reKgion seems to have been undefiled to 
the days -of Abraham, who acknowledged Mel- 
chisedek as a priest of the Ynost Mgh God : but 
lifter this penod they degenerated apace ; and in 
the days of Moses Were become incorrigiUe idcd* 
aters ; for he stiictly enjoined the Israelites not 
to intermarty with them, but to " destroy theit 
altars, overUifow their images, cut down their 
groves, and sihite them without mercy." They 
are said to have compelled their children to pass 
through fire to the idol Moloch ; to hav6 coti- 
tamihated their sdtarswith humah sacrifices; akid 
to have abandoned themselves entirely Id 'the 
gratification of their impure desires. Oi their 
govemiheht nothing more cdnbes|tid^ than Iha^ 
tiiey were comprehended in a grekt numbet* of 
states under subjection to chie^ ofldngs; and 
that all their business was ^transacted in.popnliBft 
assemblies. 



CAN-jMaiXT£3. 



. Tbe. bcfinimg^ of th^ii? hi«loiy is o^ireoidjB 
dark, and much encumbered with the hypiotheaea 
of thelearot^) who bft^eeimtemplated their anM* 
quities^ They ^r^ cMi^^iosed* upon the inpre^^e 
fif th«ir femtes% to have possessed theiviael ves of 
the AralNW sid^ of Egypt ;i and there to have 
ereoled • kingdom coe^ with that of Mltraim* 
But the iitC(a^;nii^y» iKhich SAibsistedi between 
Iheif eufttoms an^ those of the Egyptians, occa-t 
sionedaotoefiuceccaitentiQnsy wluch terminated 
in their total expuisioou 

r The first oiUhfiniU: account of this b. c. 
people applies to the inhabitants of the 1912! 
vale of Siddim* Vrho. were invaskd by 
OiedoHaomeis king of Elam^ and veduced to pa$i 
an annual tiibute* Thkteep yea»i after their 
>^bjugatioa they revolted, and determined to 
depute thdr rights wath the conqsieror; hut 
their eSbst proved lasisueeessful, and they were 
diastised M^ththe most exemfdary rigour. At 
this time Lot was taken captive^ uid rescued by 
his^kinsmaftAbraham* 

No fmrther mention is made of their b. c 
concerns during the space of fifteen years; Ifi9r. 
^ut ktp length a . terrific judgment was 
executed on the inhabitants of Siddim, in cont 
sentence of their gross impiety and uncleanness* 
FcAir cities of this fer^ and pleasant vale, Sodomi 
Gommorrah, Admah^ and Zeboim) M^ere at once 
des^yed by fire and brimstone $ and the whole 
tract of country in their vicinage w«s cansumedf 
ftod became the Dead sea, or lake Asphaltites. 

After this destruction of one branch of the 
<3anaanites, with their whole territory, except 
the city of Bete, the Hittites treated with Abra- 
bam respecting thQ cave of Machpelah> and their 
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behaviour tow^irds that pafrisux^h merits bur 
wannest approbation. 

B.C. Nothing material occurs after this trans* 
ir34. action, for the space of one hundred and 
twenty -eight years, when Hamor, king of 
Shechem> sold a piece c^ ground to Jacob: and 
Dinahy the daughter of that patriarch, enflamed 
Shechem, the son of Hamor^ with the most ar-* 
dent and ungovernable passion ; in consequence 
of which, he violated her chastity, and brought 
that dreadful massacre upon h» unfortunate sub- 
jects, which is circumstantially detailed in the 
thirty«fourtii chapter of the book of Genesis. 

When Moses first advanced towards the bor« 
ders of the promised land^ the Caaaanites in 
the south-eastern parts of the country united 
with the Amalekites, to impede the {^rogresisof 
Israel ; but they were eventually unsuccessfulf 
thouglr permitted to repulse such qf. the chosen 
people as attempted to.enter their territory against 
the express decree q£ Qod. Arad was kmg in 
the south-eastern part of Canaan, when Moses had 
a ^cond time advanced to the fronders. He went 
out against the invaders, and took many of them 
prisoners ; but he was afterward completely 
vanquished, and his country iitierly: destroyed* 

Sihon, the Amorite, residiiig in the ancient 
country of the Moabites and Ammomtes^ being 
requested to grant a free passage through his 
country to the Israelites, marched.out to oppose 
them ; but he. sustained an overthrow at Jaazer, 
which was atteoded with the loss of all hi&poa* 
sessions* 

B.C. Og, king of Bashan, is.reckoned among 

\45% the sovereigns of the Amorites : he was 

of the race of giants, and had, m 'ixovk 



b^sMsi^ i4iie cul^ts in length : his kingdom de- 
i4v§4 its name from the M'ty hill of Bashan, aad 
eoi^tiuned ao less than six^ walled towns* be- 
i»4^ villages* Og is said to have espoused tfif 
camie of ^hqiOf in c^poring the progress of Moses 
apdhis people ; but he was slain in the contest, 
mi his whole kingdom was transferred to the 
^)dr^ of Israel* 

Tb^ Q^w^ of what Moses had dene to these 
G<i^Q<|eFate kings on the other side Jordan as- 
t^ishfid the Canaanites of every denomination ; 
^ when th^y also heard, that the waters of th? 
riv^ h^d been divided to &cilitate the passage of 
the conquefors, thw surprise was c<xiverted into 
terras afid oonstemation. Jericho was the first 
place that felt the fury of the impending storm* 
U wa^ dismantled by the shouts of the Israelites, 
ihe sound of rams horns, and the carrying the 
fifk of thf covenant round the walls. * Not a 
singfle ^^habitant ^as spared but the family of 
JRahab, who had ccmoealed the vgits sent by Joshua 
into the city : the buildings were all reduced to 
at^e% and a curse denounced against the man, 
wbQ should attempt to rais^ others upon the same 
feundation* 

The ti(yngs of such rapid and important 3. q 
conquests alarmed the Utd^ state of Ai, 1451. 
whose king is ssid to have gained some 
tii^g advantage in bis first skirmish with 
Joshua* That general, however, formed a stra- 
ti^m, by which the dty of Ai was sp^ily re- 
duced to a heap pt ruins ; the ii)hsd>itants slaugh- 
tered, to the number of twelve thousand souls ; 
and the king himscif suspended from a tree, and 
aftervrard buri^ in (me of the gat€(s, beQeath a 

he^p of &tones« 

B2 



6 CANAANITBS. 

In order to avert the impending destroctibw, 
which now began to threaten all tfie neighbour- 
ing kingdoms, the inhabitants of Oifoeon, a dty 
of the Hivites, sent ambassadors toJoshua, Who, 
-arriving at his camp in Gilgal, with old tattered 
garments, clouted shoes, and a quantity of 
mouldy bread, assured the Israelites, that they had 
come from a far country to solicit an amicable 
alliance ; and acted their parts with such address, 
that Joshua, inconsiderately, made a league with 
them. At the expiration of three days the arti- 
fice was discovered, but the Israelites had already 
engaged to protect them as friends : they werc^ 
however, condemned to be hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water, to the people they had so sub- 
tilely deceived. 
^ Adonizedek, king of Jerusalem, resolving to 
make an example of the Gibeonitesjs who had so 
tamely surrendered their liberties, called in the 
kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and £glon, 
to ^sist him in besieging the city of Gibeon. 
The inhabitants, in this distress, applied for suc- 
cour to Joshua, who immediately came, and 
obliged the.royal confederates to retire with the 
utmost precipitation* As they were fleeing, and 
had nearly reached Beth-Horon, there fell a dread- 
ful storm of hail, which did more exectition than 
the arms of the Israelites. Thus persecuted by 
the heavens above, and pressed by Joshua in the 
rear, they fled as chance directed them«^ In so 
general a dispersion great numbers of them would, 
in all probability, have escaped i had not the sun 
stopped his career at Joshua's command, that the 
Israelites might see to overtake and destroy their 
•enemies. The five kings found a temporary asy- 
lum in a cave near the city of Makkedah i but| 
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1)cnng dhcoreredy they were soon dragged out; 
exp<Md to various. indignities ; and put to death. 

Jabin, king of Azor^ receLving inteUigeBce of 
^is catastrophe^^ resolved to raise ail the tribes 
•of the Canaanites to resist the common enemy, 
•and actually asasmbled an army for that purpose, 
.which 4s said. to have. been ^' like the sand on the 
seashore . for numbers." But these confede- 
rates^ being attackedby surprise while they were 
encamped near the waters of Meron, wete dri- 
ven from their camp, and pursued with great 
slaughter. ^^ 

Notwithstanding their numerous losses and 
misfortunes, the Canaanites still retained their 
spirits, and kept Joshua employed for. the space 
jof six years, at the expiration of which great 
.numbers are supposed tO' have emigrated into fo- 
reign countries. 

After they had been repeatedly defeated 
and reduced, die Anakim, a barbarous race 
who inhabited the mountainous part of the 
.country, were . invaded and cut o£P, and., thus the 
•Israelites acquired^ by degrees, the- possession of 
.the greatest pact. 6i Canaan. But still the Ca« 
naanites of several denominations were very 
powerful, and, during the remainder of Jpshua's 
life, were but little molested, as the cQuquerors 
were engaged in the important business of divid- 
ing their new territories. 

Subsequent to this division diey were 
.i^^ain invaded on all sides by the children of 
Israel. The tribes of Simeon and Judah 
marched against the Canaanites and Perizzites, 
•slew ten thousand men in the field, and pursued 
the fugitives to the city of Bezek, the residence 
•ofkiogAdDnibezek^ who was. in&mous for his 
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singular insoknee and inhumanity ; fiar by tit^ 
own confes9ion be caused sev^ity nuHiarchsy 
vhem he ha4 taken captivey to be depnived of 
their thumbs and great toes, and obliged them to 
receive their allowanee of food, like dogSy b6» 
neath his table. His city was now taken by aa^ 
sault, and all the inhabitants ^t to death* The 
king himself escaped, but being overtaken in his 
ilip^ht, his thumbs and gr^at toea wero cut pff) as 
a just reward for his former cruelty. 

Shortly after this expedition the Canaanites 
were invaded in several other parts. Those who 
dwelt in the mountains were easily reduced* but 
those who occupied the low country were able to 
make a long ai\d vigorous resistance, being fuiw 
nished with chariots of iron. In the course of 
this war Hebron fell into the hands of Caleb, 
who drove thence the three sons of Anak* 

Some vigorous attempts' were also made by the 
other tribes against the cities that had fidlen to 
their lot, bat the adverse party maintained their 
ground with such firmness and resolution, that, 
after all their calamines, -they wer^ bu|: little in^ 
ferior to the Ismelites, nor hadjon^ tribe of them 
been extirpated, except the Girgasites. 

The Canaanites, the Hivites of mount Leb^ 
non, and the Sidonian$, were left to prove the 
aaered people, by exercising them with tempta- 
tion to idolatry : and the other devoted nations, 
living as it were in common with the Israelites, 
800Q persuaded them to intermariy with theijEi, 
and serve their gods. 

B. C. ^^ c(»isequence of their artifices, Israel 

1285. incurred the heavy displeasure of the Al- 
mighty, who employed a second Jal^n as 
the mstrum^ent of his wrath* This prince re- 
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duced 'the Jews to the ihoBt abject state of slaveiy^ 
and oppressed them with the utmost rigour foi» 
the space of twenty years* 'At the' expiration of 
that time they revolted^ and proved.so. successful 
in their attempt for .the recqyeryof their liberty^ 
that theycouted Jabin's army, and pursued Sisera 
(who hsid the command of nine huiidred chariots 
of iron) to- the gates of Haroshethof Hie Gen- 
tiles. . That general, fearing, to be made fMrisoner^ 
quitted his chariot, and directed his steps with all 
possible speed to the tent of Heber the Xenite» 
where he- was received by Jael, Heber's wife, 
with every token of respect and amity. Havings 
refreshed himself with a bowl ^f milk, and re-i 
quested his hostess to keep watch at the tent door 
lest his enemies should discover him> he fell into 
a. deep sleep. . Jael. immediately seized the op* 
portunity of driving a nail into hi& temples, 
and thus deprived him of life* Barak, the 
commander of Israt), came to the tent in quest 
of the fugitive, and found that he had perished 
by the hand of a -woman ; in consequence of 
which Jabin's oppression was set aside, and th^ 
Israelites obt^ed a respite for the t^rpa of forty 
years. 

After this battle the history of the Ca- 3. c, 
naanitesls very obscure,"and unsatisfac- 1047' 
tory, till the reign of David, when that 
monarch invaded the city of Jerusalem. Tho 
Jebusites, who held' the fortress of Zion, are ssud 
to have posted their lame and blind' to: defend 
it, saying, they were suflfiicient to keep off so 
contemptible an enemy, : but David soon cJonvinc* 
^d them of their error, and carried the place by 

tX9vm* About the same time ^ey wer« inv^de4 
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in Gi<»er). by tke king q£ £g]il>t» aad rtdncedid 
the utmost extremities. 

Thus oppressed by Israel on thi& one handymA 
assaulted by the powerful anoues, of Hiaraoh on 
the other), the remuaut of the Amoriliesy Hitti(»H 
Qivites^ PeruiLiteSy and Jebnisiibes^ vaem^ in tiio 
daya of Sdomony sunk to so wvttohed aaii^iai&wiy 
that they:*ve€re unable to answer the deiQand of 
a tribute) and are therefore sup^sed to haYo 
been employed in t|^e most laboHoua and servile 
works by the Jews, who reckoned them of i| 
more igiid>le birth than themselves* It ia how« 
^ver necessary to rems^^ that t^ Gaaaanites, 
properly so called, were not subject to the yoke of 
Solomon, but, remaining &ee in their possessioii3 
on the seacoaat, graduiSly rose to a great heijfht 
of fame and prosjperity wdor the a^elJatioQ of 
PfaflQBiciaQa* 
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SECT. II. 
JJktf IS9t<fry of the Plfi&stines. 

IT has been already observed, that this people 
descended partly from the Casluhim, fuid 
partly finom the Caphtorim, the posterity of Mia* 
ralm« Moses affirms, that they drove out the 
Avim or Avites, einen to Ga«a, and toc^ pos* 
session of the country which was the chief} if not 
the best) part of the Land of Promise* 

Their most ancient form of government was ad* 
ministered by kings, all of whom were honoured 



Ivitli lite mppdladon tif Almmdedi* In the ^yn 
of Moses this monaivhf vms changed into an 
aristocFBc^ of #^ lords ; bnt the sa{ireme au* 
&ecttkf %as agam vested in the hands of a long, 
UiM^h it isnuteHftki by -what me^s this change 
«KM ejected. T4ie yecond race of kings Vas 
iMis&>^it(h)edt^'tht«{)peliation ofAchish. Dup- 
fUglteir bem tim6ft, the royal residence was ift 
i^wthj whence it li^ats removed^ first to AskeloD^ 
I0id th«n to'Gaaau 

T^ PhiMsdnvs "ap^ieai* to have been a uraitiike 
«^ m^srrioii€{>^le, and inlUK days of Abrafaana 
^mrt ius^ ^mteA for the pinity and simplicity 
cf thw^^tarniers ; %«it they gmdafeJly degenerated 
into iia^K Vk^s of other idolatrous nations, and 
bev^ine Ihe %noi^ ir^econcileabie tenen^s of the 
i«»adiiefir they w6fe gteatly ad<^cted to trade ; 
entertained a very f<md veneration for their del- 
ves ; md peH[bt«ned their i^ligiom ceremonies 
<vrith miSithpoMp aifdtna^iiic^Bce* Their lan^ 
guage app^^i^ to have been easily tmderstood by 
4Aie Iffebretvs; aoid they had> doubtless, the arts 
«md soieiKSes in common with the most ingenious 
of their contempomiiea. The invention of iht 
t)<^ 'ahd artx>w is ascribed to this people. 

Abimdeth their king, in Abraham's g. c, 
^me> Was ^ wise andeqtBtafole person^ i89r. 
l»id -seems to have had some intercourse 
Witfi God. H^ leislded at Gerar, where hebew 
eame i§nam^i^d of Abrahsmfi's wife, and, under* 
^tatiding'ishe Was a-single woman, resolved to take 
tier to his bed ; but being warned by the Al- 
ihighty, in a^refem, to Ivstfore the object cff his 
love to 'he!' concealed husband, he called Abi*a^ 
han* ilito his prefeence, rebuked him for his dupli- 
city and want of confidence^ and presented him 
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vrith a considerable number of sbeep, oxen, ahii 
servants, giving him free permission at the saiiie 
time to settle in an^ part of his dbmimons. 

Abimelech the second reigned also at €^rar$ 
and had almost the same transaction with Isaas 
and Rebecca, as liis father had with Abrafliam 
and Sarah* He seemia to liave 'been actuated by 
the very same principles as his righte<ius prede^^ 
cessor, and certainly merited the epithet of a just 
and righteous prince* Isaac continued without 
fnoiestati(m in the land -till his increasing power 
began to give umbrage to the Philistines^ who 
gave him no small disturbance, by filling up his 
Wells as fast as his servants dug them, and by va* 
rious otherill ofiices* He was then compelled to 
remove from place to place, till at length Abi* 
melech-^newed the coveHant^ that had subsisted 
between his father and Abraham* 
. Nothing further worthy of notice is recoiled 
of these people, till after the decease of Joshua^ 
when they were dispossessed of Gaza, Ai^elon^ 
«and Ekron, by the united tribes of Simeon and 
Judah, which however they soon recovered, but 
whether by gift or conquest is uncertain* 
Q. Q^ About one hundred and twenty years 
1305. after the reduction of these cities, the 
Philistines oppressed the children of Is^. 
rael, and retained them in subjection till their 
delivery was eflFected by the valour of . Shamgar) 
who is said to have killed six hundred men with 
an ox goad* A second time they oppressed the 
Israelites, in conjunction with the Aqimonites, in 
the •days pfjepthah: and a third time they re- 
duced them, by the permission of God, [and held 
Ihem in subjection for the space of forty years* 



th thiii integral, Samton was bom to b. C. 
oheck the pride of the Philistines. He 1137, 
fell in love with a damsel who resided at 
Timnath, and, at the celebration of his marriage, 
proposed a riddle to thirtjr young Philistines, pro- 
mising to give a suit of apparel to each man, if 
witliin seven days they should explain ft. For 
three successive days they puzzled themselves with 
the solution of his enigma ; but finding themselves 
totally at a loss, and knowing that Samson would 
demand thirty changes of apparel frc»n them, if 
Ihey doMld not resolve it, they threatenecTtheir 
eountrywoman, Samson's bride, \tith the most 
dreadful effects of their fury, if she did not extri- 
cate them from their trouble* She accordingly 
wearied her husband by continual entreaties, till 
at. (length sh^ prevailed on him to disclose the 
ambiguity, which she communicated to her guests* 
Thift transaction proved a misfortune to Askelon, 
as Samson went thither and slew tbiferty men, whose 
gai*meilts he carriedhome to fulfil his engagement. 
\ This manis^e was productive of many q, q^ 
misfortunes to the Philistines; for Sam- use. 
son's iather-indaw, apprehending that his 
daughter was not possessed of the Israelite's heart, 
gave her to another, and depied Samson, who'had 
been absent a twelvemonth, all access to his wife ; 
but at the same time offered him another daugh- 
ter, >¥hom he highly extolled for her youth and 
personal accompIishments« But this proposal did 
not pacify Samson, who, in revenge, sent three 
hundred ibxes with fire-brands at their tails into 
the fields, ^o that the standing corn was consum- 
ed, together with all the other fruits of the earth. 
The Philistines, confounded at so unexpected a 
disaster, and «inderstanding the cause of Samson's 
Vol, II. C 
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anger, looked on his &ther-in4aw as the cluef 
incendiary, and therefore burnt him, together 
with his daughter. 

Many of them were afkrward smitten by 
Samson, whom they pursued to the rock Etam^ 
and received, bound, from the men of Judahi^ 
The Philistines shouted aloud at sight of their 
enemy, but their joy was soon converted intor 
mourning, for Samson, breaking his bonds, found 
the jaw-bone of an ass, and with tliat weapon' 
killed a thousand of his adversaries. 
• At the expiration of twenty years the Gazites 
thought they had this formidable enemy within 
their power, and &stened their gates, with an 
intention to put him to death in tlie morning. But 
their precaution, was frustrated by Samson, who, 
quitting his lod^ng at midnight, took the city 
gates, with their posts and bars,aJQd carried them 
away to Hebron* He was however at length sub- 
dued through the treachery of his mistress De- 
lilah, who consented to deliver him to the lords of 
I the Philistines for a considerate sum of money. 
Samson, thus betrayed through his own folly 
and incontinence, was deprived of his sight,^ 
bound in fetters of brass, and compelled to grind 
in the prison - at Gaza : but, in consequence of 
his repentance and earnest prayer to God, he was 
finally enabled to revenge himself in the most 
ample manner, by overturning the temple of Da-» 
gon,and crushing three thousand persons beneath 
the ruins* 

' So(m after this extraordinary event the Philis- 
tines obtained a signal victory over Isi*ael, and 
took the arkr of Gad, after having slahi the two 
priests who tttt^ided it : but experiencing sonie 
severe afflictions while they retained it in their 
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possession, they sent it back again to the Israelite^ 
and appear to have been thoroughly sensible of 
the hand that chastised them. They soon, how* 
ever, forgot this manifestation of the divine anger; 
for about twenty years after, they marohed against 
the chosen people who were assembled at Miss^ 
peh, but they were dispersed by. so dread&il a 
storm of thunder and lightning, that the Israelites 
pursued them with great slaughter as far as Beth* 
Car, and emancipated themselves from their ty- 
rannical yoke* 

_^ks~I!iiti»lbtt»«ofiBj»eoifiezedjUu^ H^^ 

'andH&s^Snv''y«&iisiseea9ne'fiHare.piNn9vU 1096. 
than ever ; for being infi^nrmed that one 
of their fortresses had been surprised by Jonathan 
^^ilie son of Saul, they assembled thirty thousand 
liiMiifci rf^^wff, six thousand horse, and an in- 
credible Dfttiiber «f tel aoUicBi, 4o,jh^jmMk 
^ Inaidltes, iito ^mme^iShh'^imK ^kstole of 
arms, through the pditicid precautions of tfaeit' 
tyrannical oppressors* 

In the midst of their cruel depredations 3, q; 
they received a check from Jonathan, 1095. 
iviio, inspired by a divine impulse, and 
accompanied by his armour-bearer, made a con- 
siderable slaughter of one of their ous^ guards ; 
the Ubise of which spreading ta thei whote body, 
occasioned so universal ^ tumult, that they fell 
upon each otiier with great fury, and the earth is 
expressly said to have shaken beneath them. The 
Israelites perceiving this confusion, sallied out 
j^^nst them under the eommand of Saul, and 
jBuniUBBid them with unrenaitting slaughter from 

NottHtSii&mii&i^ this «a«fi>i^ visibly ef- 
fected l^ the hand of Heaven, tliey recovered 



v^ 



J 6 FHXLXSTINKS. 

their farmer spirit in a few years^ and resolved 
once more to try the strength of the Israelites ia 
arms. They accordingly pitched their tents on 
an eminence in front of the Jewish camp, and 
sent a giant, one Goliath of Gath, to challenge 
4iny individual of their enenries to single combat* 
He presented himself before the intimidated tribes 
for forty days successively, without receiving any 
answer to his proposals, or his menaces ; but at 
last he was attacked and slain by David, who at 
tliat time was a ruddy youth, and used no other 
weapons than a sling and a smooth stone chosen 
from, a brook* The haughty Philistine no sooner 
fell, than David severed his head from his body, 
and carried it off in triumph, while the Philis- 
tines fled with the utmost precipitation, and were 
pursued with great slaughter to the gates of their 
own cities, Gath and £kron«. 

Soon after this event they were .ovcjrthrown in 
battle by David, .and some .great, change seems to 
have been effected in their government, for about 
this time th^ Scripture speaks of a king whose 
name was Achish, and who i^sided at Ga^th. 
David, being compelled by the urgency of his 
.affairs to seek an asylum in Gath, was brought 
before t)^s monarch ; but he, supposing from his 
behaviour that he was insane, would take no fur- 
ther notice ' of him than to command, that he 
/should no more be brought into his presence* 
3. c. Achish, the son of Maoch, afterward 
1060. received David and all his followers into 
his protection ; allotted him Ziglag for his 
particular dwelling ; and proposed to entrust him 
witii an honourable commsoid in the army : bu|: 
this design was overruled by the lords of the 
Philistines. . 



- AeKtoh and the PbilistitieB now tharched ftgdintt 
SkvAj vliD was encamped on moont Gitboa, and 
illflr asafigutnaty contest, obtained a complete 
l4eu>iy« They drove the Israelites before them 
with great slaughter; put Jonadian, Abinadabi 
and Makhishua, to death : and pursued xlosely 
after Saul, but he fell by hi&. own swotd. before 
Uiey overtook him. This conquest put them in 
possession of a great part of the enemy's country. 

On David's accession to die throne of his de- 
ceased rival, the Philistines did not offer to dis- 
turb him, but the irreconcileable- enmity which 
Subsisted betweto the nations soon produced other 
wars, all of which terminated in fiivour of the 
Israelites. The Philistines now were made tri- 
(kitary to David, and are supposed to have ap- 
plied ihemselves to commerce and the arts of 
peace. 

Many years after this period they were b. C. 
harassed by Nadab, king of Israel, who 953. 
besieged them in the city of Gibbe- 
thon, which was again invested by £lah, king (^ 
Israel, some years afterward ; but they resisted the 
efforts of both these princes with equal intrepidity 
iind success. 

They are said to have courted the favour of 
lehoshaphat, king of Judah, by a voluntary pay- 
ment of their tribute, which had been for some 
time neglected : but in the reign of his son Je- 
horam they rose in open rebellion, broke into his 
kingdom, plundered the royal treasury, and ex- 
terminated all his family except Athaliah and 
her son Ahaziah, who had the good fortune to 
escape their fury* This extraordinary success was 
probably owing to the assistance they received 
froiti the Arabians, who at the sam^ period made 

C 3 
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fmr upon the Israelites ; but they were sociY af- 
terward recompensed by Uzziah, king of Judah) 
who dismantled Ashdod, Gath, and Jabneh^ and 
built several strong cities among them to kec^p 
them in subjection. . - 

B. c. "^^^7 ^"^ supposed to have remained 
740. peaceable under the government of Uz- 
. ziah and Jotham : bjat in the reign of Ahas 
they revoked) and warred ^i^^nst Judah with 
such success, that they added a considerable .por- 
tion of country to their ancient territories. This 
acquisition was soon wrested from them by He- 
zekiah, the son of Ahaz ; and, to add to their 
misfortunes, they were at the sanie.time attacked 
by the Assyi-ians, who besieged their city Ashdod, 
and finally, deprived them of their liberty. From 
this period they, were tribuj^ry to the great monar- 
chicis as they succeeded each other, till their total 
destruction accomplished theanimated predictions 
of the piophet Zephaniah. ^ Gaza shall be for- 
saken, and Askelon a desolatipn : they shall drive 
put Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be 
rooted up. Wo unto the inJiabitants of the sea- 
coasts, the nation of the Cherethites J the word 
of the Lord is against you : O Canaan, the land 
of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that 
there shall be no inhabitant ; and the seacoasts 
jfthall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and 
folds for flocks." 
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CHAP. I. 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS FROBffu THB 
B^RTHOF ABRAHAM TO THE B ABYLOHIW 
CAPTIVITY, INCLUDING THE GEOGRAPHY 
OF PALESTINE. . 

THIS rich and beautiful tract of country wasfirist 
called the Land Of' Canaan, fit)m Noah's 
grand-son, by whom it was peopled :' but in later 
ages it has been distinguished by other appella* 
tions; such as the Land of Promise, the Land 
of God, the Holy Land,* Palestine,t Jadca, and 
the Land of Israel* 

It was bounded oh the west' by the Mediter- 
ranean ; on the east by the lake Asphaltites, the 
river Jordan, the Samachonite lake, and' the sea 
of Tiberias ; on the north by the monntaitis of 
Antilibanus, or the province of Phoenicia; and 
on the south by £dom or Idumea^t - Its extent^ 

• The Jews have digpiified this country with the title 
of Holy Land on account of its metropoUa, which was 
regarded as the centre of God's worship, aiid his pecu- 
liar habitation : and. Christian writers have deemed it 
worthy of the same honour, as being the scene on which 
the coequal Son of God accomplished the great work of 
redemption. . . 

tit was called Palestine from the. Pale«tines or Phi- 
listinesy who possessed a considerable shsire of it : and 
Judea, from the tribe of Judah, who inhabited the 6nest 
part of the whole. At present it is generally distinguish- 
ed by the name of Palestine. 

f It is necessary to observe, that this description is 
confined to the part which is properly called '< the Land 
.of Promise ;" the boundaries of that part which belong- 
Id to two tribes and a half on Hie other side Jordan, call- 
ed Feraeai and of the kingdoms of Sihoui Ogi &c. 
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acconiittg to the most accurate maps, tfipears to 
have been 200 milei ia kogth, and atwut 80 in 
breadtiii at the widest part. It reached from 3 1 
deg. 30 min. tt> 33 deg. 30 min« of north lati^ 
tude ; and from 34 deg. 50 maxu to 37 deg* 15 
minr of east longitude. 

The serenity of the air, the feirtiHtjr of tht ^iU 
imd the incomparable excellence of the fruits of 
Palestine, induced the Jewisli lawgiver to de- 
scribe it, as ^ a land that flowed with milk and 
hcHiey ; a land of brooks and waters, of fountains 
that luring out of the hUls and valleys ; a land of 
wheat and barley, o^ vines, pomegranates, figs, 
and honey ; ^ land wHiere is no lack or scarcity of 
any thmg.'' Its richness and fecundity have . 
been extolled even by Julian the apostate, and 
many writers have descanted upon its natural 
beauties : but, in consequence of the just anger 
of God, the greatier part of it is now reduced 
into a m^^ desert, and seems incapable of culti<^ 
vation* 

• Subsequent to its conquest by the children of 
Israel, Judea, in its most extensive sense, Was 
divided into maritime and inland, as well as into 
champaign and mountainous ; and again sub- 
divided in Judejsi on this side, and Judea beyond 
Jordan* But the most considerable division wa$ 
^tiat made by I6t aUnong the twdve tribes, for the 
prevention of murmurs and <£sc^tent, when two 
tribes and a half were seated beyond the river^ 
and the rest on this side. In the reign of king 
•Solomon it uniA divided into twelve districts, each 
under a peculiar ofiker; and, in the time of 

^re not so easily ascertained, any more than the con^ 
quests and acqaisitions which they al^erward made an* 
der the rei^as of their most prosperous monarchi. 
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his imi^tident son JlehotKjain^ a^more fintaldivl- 
sion w&s effected hy t^ie revolt of ten .tribeS) whd 
iinder the conduct of Jeroboam, established a 
new monarchy, which they called the kingdom of 
Jsrael, ia opposition to . that of Judah* The 
Romans diwded it into tetrarchies andtoparchies ; 
aiKl, after yarious changes that took place under 
the northern barbarians, Saracens, &c« the Turks 
reduced it to a province under die beglerbegate 
i)r bashawship of Damascus. It will, however, be 
proper to give a general description of the country* 
prior to. the history of its successive inhabitants 
and revolutions*' 

Of the mountains, so- frequently celebrated in 
the poetic books of Holy Writ, those of Lehrnxm,* 
pr Libanusy were the highest and most eonsider* 
able* Tbi^ &mous chain is computed torbe about 
300 miles in compass, having Mesopotanua on the 
least^ Armenia on the north* Palestine pn the 
so^tb) and the Mediterranean on the/ west. It 
cpn^ts of {our ridges, which rise sibove each 
other : the first is extremely fertile in^ grain and 
fruit ; the s^ond barren and rocky ; the thin) 
embellished with verdant plants, balsamic herbS) 
and odoriferous flowers ; and the fourth,, by rea* 
son of its surpriung height, is,g^ierally covered 
with snow* Several considerable rivers have 
their source in these mountains,; viz< the Jordani 
Kocham, Nahar^RossiaUy and Nahar-Cadicha ; 



• These mountains make a considerable figure in the 
Jewish history, on account of the prodigious number of 
cedars, which they affbrdted Ibf the oiaament of Solo* , 
mon's temple and metropolis. ,4^|nd St. Jerom, speaking 
of X'ibanust says, « it is the h^y^st hill in aU the Land 
of Fromise^ as well asjhe n>ost woody and thickset.'^ 
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and some others, of a less stream, rush liowh tfie 
heights,and form the most beautiful cascades that 
ever attracted the admiratidti of the curiousi 
The western ridge is properly <Hstinguished by Xht 
appellation of Libanus, as the eastern* is called 
Antilibanus, and the hollow between Coelosyria. 
They are at present inhabited by the MaTonites 
Biid wild Arabs ; and spotted with various edifices> 
as churches, convents,, chapels, g^ts, 8cc* 
Mount Hermon, the summit of which, like Leba^^- 
' non, is usually capped with snow, is the next in dig- 
nity for height, and was once filmed for an ancient 
temple, XDOcii isBocted to ^ -tin aunuiilltkiM 
fattAiflns. it k ^Am *eASmtSm& bf .Hie voyai 

on the adjoining mooti^ of Bibn s and St. Jerom 
asserts, tW its snow was carried to Tyre axid 
Sidcm, to be used in cooling liquors* 

Mount Tabor i» justly admired for its hemtf^ 
regidmty^ fiirti^y, and central si^ation, in a 
laifie plain, at a distance from any other hill. It 
enjoys ^bc noblest prospect that can possUky be 
ims^ined bf many places &ned in Scripture ; 
auch as the hills bf Samaria, atod Engadi on the 
aouth ; those of Hermon and Gilboa, on the east 
and north-east ; and mount Carmel,on the south* 
west. Some remains of the wall and gat6s built 
by Josephus are still idsible on the top ; and on 
the eastern side are those of a strong castk-; in 
the cincture of which arQ three altars in remem- 
brance of the. three tabernacles, which St* Peter 
fmpQsed to eittctfJkt iJieiiiiie jofjcnur lfisi!!a.tmmh 
%«tiaii»4B& tluB isaaataki. 

Mount Carme! stands on the ^rts of the seai 
and is the most remarkable headland on the 



toast. It seems to hare derived is name * from 
its abundant fertility^ and is highly venerated 
both by Jews and Christians, as hanng been the 
residence of the prophet Elijah* 

Mcmnt Olivet, or the Mbunt of Olives, is 
situated at the distance of one mile from Jem* . 
salem, and commands a fine view of the city, 
from which it is parted by the brook Kedron and the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. It is not, In reaHty, a single 
hill, but part of a long ridge, with four summits 
extending from tibrth to south ; the itdddlemost 
of which is tteit, whence our Saviour ascended 
intoHeaTeif* 

Mount Cdvary claiirts our chief regard, as the 
scene of our Redeemer's great atcmement for his 
sinftil cr^tures* It litood anciently without the 
gates of the city, being the place appointed for 
public executions* But^the emperor Adrian, 
having ordered Jerusalem to be rebuilt a little to 
tlie northward of its former situation, enclosed 
this mountidn within the walls. Constantine 
erected a magnificent church upon it ; and it has 
always been regarded as a place of great venera- 
tion by Christians of all denominations* 

Mount Gihon stands west of Jerusalem, and at 
a smaller distance than Calvary, being about two 
furlongs from the gate of Bethlenem* It was here 
that Solomon was anointed king by Zadock the 
priest, and Nathan the prophet* There was also 
a celebrated pool upon it, from which King 
Hezekiah brought water, by an aqueduct, into the 
city. It is still a noble basin, one hundred and 

. * The vrord carmel, aceordnig to the Hebrew impQvt, 
signifies t/b€ vine of God^ and is constantly used in the 
prophetic books, to represent any place planted with a 
pmosion of fruiit-trees. 
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plaster, aa4 well stored with water. 

Mount Moriah) the site, of the ^nious^ tenq^e 
of Solomon, stands ou the soiilh-east of Calvarjrr 
having Millo on the west, so called from the 
filling up of. that de^p valley, in order to raise it 
to a level with the rest. It is commonly sijppps- 
ed, that Abraham was commanded to offer his be* 
loved son Isaac as a burnt sjacrifice to Go4 upon 
this mountain. This article of the mountains 
may be concluded with observing, that those in 
the kingdom of Judah mostly stand southward^ 
towards the land of £dom;.but thgse of the 
kingdom of Israel are interspersed within the 
country. . > 

. The m,9st celebrated of the valleys were, 
Berakhah, in the tribe of Judah, on the west side, 
of the lake of.^odom; siddiin, famed for the 
overthrow of Chedorlaomer ; Shayeh, or the royal 
valley^ where the king of Sodom met Abraham 
after the defeat of the confederates ; the vale of 
Salt, celebrated for the overthrow of the Edomites 
by David and Amasiah ; Jezreel, the scene of 
Jezebel's pntimely end ; Mamre, so called from 
the name of its owner, and from the oak under 
which Abraham entertained the three celestial 
.visitors i Rephaim, the vale of the Titans and gi- 
ants; Jehoshaphat, so called from the victory there 
obtained by a monarch of that name ; Hinnom, 
anciently defiled by many barbarous rites and 
superstitions ; Zeboim, which received its apel- 
lation from one of the four cities that perished, 
with Sodom near the Dead Sea ; Achor, where 
Achan was put to death by the Israelitish host for 
Ms sacrilege ; Bochim, so denominated from the 
universal mourning, which the Israelites made- 



tbeK on MciMit of tke dreidAil mMMge thef 
recdved from God fixr their diaobedieiice ; and 
the vadley of Elah, &mou8 for the ddEbvt of 
GoKatb and the Philliitifies, by Davidy and his royal 
patron Saul. 

There were IBLewiae several noted piains in 
Palestine^ viz. the great plain^ through which the 
river Jordan runs ; the plain of Jezrecl, wfakh 
extended from Scythopolis to msont. Carmel ; 
SharoDy^ where the Gadites are supposed to have 
fed their numerous flocks and hei^s ; Sephelsdi, 
liiich extended westward and southward of 
Eleutherapolis ; JeikhO) much celebrated for its 
palm-trees, balm* shrub, and rose-trees ; and 
Others too numerous to admit of mention* 

l^ihny deserts and wildernesses of this country 
are mentioned in the sacred history, which are not, 
however, to be imderslood of places qtdte barren 
or uninhabited ; fcnc several oi them opniained 
cities and villages* The word, therefore, com*, 
monly floteant no mote than a tract that bore 
-neither loofn, wine, nor oil, but wa^ lefl to the 
spontaneous productions of nature* The most 
noted of these deserts were Amon, in wl^ch the 
river of that name runs through the land of 
Gilead; Ziph, where David jsought an asylum 
iron^ persecution ; Cadesh,near.Caidesh-Bariieah, 
on the. south side of Judah, mentioned as the place 
where Moees and Aaron were chastised for 
smiting the rock ; Mahon, on the south of 
Jeshimoni Tekoah^ Bez^ri Gibewi, and several 
others* 

Ainong the woods or forests . mentioned in 

Scripture^ were those of Hareth) whither David 

withdrew from Saul; Ephraim, where Absalom 

reeeiyed the just rewardt>f his rebefl^n ; Lebanon, 
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^diere Sdmnoti bttift ft niJig^iiitdciit ptbuatitx^ 
bethel) whence the she bears catne and devoured 
the childreii who insUhed the Prophet Elisha^ 

Of the seas there are commOflljr reckcHied 
five) viz. the Mediterraneah, the Dead sea, the 
feea of Tiberiasy'the Sanxochbnlte sea, or lake, and 
the sea of Jaaser. Th6 first of these has been £re« 
quently described by trareilefS : the second, called 
by some authors die Asphdtite Uktj is sd itU'^ 
|>r^nated trith salt, that th6se Wh6 dive beneath 
its surfab^ are immediately covered with a kind 
tt brine i and Irast quantities of bitumen ar# 
tiihiwn, by its WaVeS, Upon the shone : the third 
b highly cmnmended by JdsephOs fbr the fiweetf 
Uess and cbdhiess of its irater^ and Variety dt 
I ex<^ellent fish : the fourth is finitted only for Gi& 
thickneto of it^ water, from vtldth it is sUppoaed* 
to have derived its tiathe i and the fifth is ho Othef 
than a smidi lake in the vidnity of Uie citf 
fa^eiSi' ' ' ■ \^' 

The Jdrdah is Uie most con^erabk of the 
rivet's, and indeed the only stream that therita. 
the haihe; ad the 'Arhoti, JabbOk^ Cheretl^ 
Sorek, Ki^n, ftoforj. Scc. are. i)Ut brooks, of 
HvUlets in comparison of this, or the Euphrates, 
it has its source at ^e fahidUs lake ofPhtabf 
about teii hiiles north of .tftat of Samdjbhon ; its 
cqunie is mbfldV soUtii[wiu^ 4 few de» 

gree^ towards the Vest | ift Bt^a^th has beed 
' comi^rfed tb l3iat of the Tkaiite* at Windsor ; its 
depth is' said to be fhteciyard^at the vexy brink i 
its rapidity considerable \ and the scenery of ite 
ImhlU varied) atcording to the places which it 
mtersects^ Ih aAcient times, it overflowed aboue 
.the season of the early hiurest, or soon nftei' 
Easter ) but it is no longer subject td ^m iqNin« 
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datiofi. The plain on both sides, from tiie sea x>f 
Tiberias, to the Asphaltite lake, is extremely arid 
and unwholeisome during the heat of sununer^ 
and every-wherestefil, except that part which lies 
contiguous to the river. 

Among the most remarkable curiosities of 
Palestine may be justly reckoned various petri- 
fiurtions in the neighbourhood of mount Carmcl) 
which bear the most exact resemblance to citrons, 
melons, oUtes, peaches, and other vegetable pro^ 
ductions. Here are also found a kind of oysters, 
and bunches of g^pes of the same consistence. 
Small round stones, resembling peas, have been 
frequently seen on a spot of grovmdnear Rachel's 
lomb, not far from Bethlehem* On the same 
?oad is a fountun, honoured vith the name of 
^ Apbitle's Fountain ;" and a little further is a 
liamD, rugged, and (fismal solitude, to which 
mtt. Saviour retired, - and was tempted by the 
Devil* In this desert aj^ars a steep and craggy 
iBoonlain, on the mmmit of* which are two cha- 

Slt*. l^beve are also several gloomy caverns in 
endghbotirhobd, formerly the scrittary retreat 
of Christian anchorets. 

Under this class miist also be ranked the hot 
and medidnal waters of Palestine ; the saline 
efflorescences observed at the distance of a few 
leagues fitnh'the Deid sea ; and the celebrated 
font, caUed by the Arabs, aachoney which grows 
en a kind of thorny bush, and resembles a small 
unripe wtdnut* 

' Among the artificial rarities maybe considered 
th^ ruins of Ptolemais,* or Su John d'Acre 

* This city ha4 two walls well flanked with towers and 
ff^t bulwarks ; and each wail had a ditth lined with stone. 
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which fidll retdSn man^ vestiges of ttfiHent'iiiag* 
nifiteoce ; such as the remains of a noble Ckidiic 
cathedral, formerly dedicated to St. Andrew ; thd 
choTchof St. JohDy the titular saint of the city-f; 
the convebtsof the knights hospitallers ; «nd tiie 
palace of their grand master* The remains of 
Sebaste, the ancient Satnaria, ^otigh kmg ago 
laid in ruins, and great part of it turned into 
arable land, exhibit some mari&s of those sump- 
tuous edifices, with which it was adorned by king 
^ Herod* Towards the north side is a: large square 
' piazza, encompassed with marble piUars, to* 
gether with the fragments of strong widls at some 
distance. But the most remarki^le object is t 
church, said to have been built by the empz^as 
Helena over the place where St* John the 
Baptist was beheaded^ the dome of wUeh^' to* 
gether with some beautiful columns^ capkaiav 
and mosaic wovk^ }m>ve it to have been';, a nohU 
fabric* 

. Jacob's well is highly venerated byChiistiui 
travellers, on account of its antiquity, and of 
our Redeemer's conference with ijie wbikian of 
Samaria* It is hewn out of the solid rode* 
about thirty-five yards in depth) and«three in 
diameter, aiid is at pi*esent covered wilii astxxie 
vault* 

The pools of Solomon, supposed to have been 
made by order of that mooatch for iMe supply jof 
iiis palaoesy gardens, and even the xttetropolis it> 

^ut now those works are overthrowiiiasid their fragments 
mppwlike a succession of l^uge rocks. About naif a mile 
east of the^ town is a curious pyramidal hill , so improved by 
art, that its steepness renders it altogether inaccessible^ elc- 
Iceptonthesontli-westside. On this emitience the tmshaw 
commonly phcheshis pavilion» when he takes this town 
in his circuit. 



•^lA^ appear to Imve been SrWOik of imiiieiise 
€oat and labour. Such are also the sealed foun* 
tabwinHBediatelf oi^ioMte. These pools are three 
in a roW) oaeo^erUus olhcri andcKsposed in such 
it fnaaner that Uie water of the uppermost may 
Mlifito the-seoond) andfrom^the second into the 
third*' They Are all quadrangular^ and of an equid 
breadth) viz« about nuiety paces ; but in length 
they diflfer^ the irst being one hundred and sixty 
peaces, the second two hundred) and the thir^ two 
hundred and tweilty : they are all, of a consider- 
abie idepth) -walled and .plastered) and contain .a 
large quantity. (^ water* At the distance of one 
hundred and twenty paces is the spring which 
aiqipties diem. The aqiieduct is built on a foun- 
• ^ dation of stoDeS) and the water runs in earthen 

pipes about' ten kiehes in diameter. This work 
<anck^jt]y eisl^ided several leagues) but at present 
.&cre are only some fi^agments of.it to be found* 
The gardens of Solomon hare also been long de- 
stroy^) and the. groundis said to iq^pear almost 
incapable <tf cukivadon* 

' The-^tmous pools of. Gihon and Bethesda may 
he ranked among the most stately ruins ; the for- 
mer IS situated about a quarter of a mile from 
JBethlehem«g^ -westward : its length is a huns> 
dred and six paceS) and its breadth sixt^-seven. 
It is lined with wall, and pbster, and obtains a 
'leeusiderafale store of water* The other) at Jem- 
satemf is onehundied iokL twenty paces long, 
forty broad) and eight deep ; but at present dry. 
- In^rhe city df Bethlehem they pretend to show 
tlie stable ai^ manger where the adorable Messiah 
lay at the period 5f bl^ nativity ; and exhibit a 
grotto hewn out of a c)|a)ky ixxsk, io which they 
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1^^ the t>||^flHai^ nigtQ >Gooce^I^.b^i|e]| jn^. 
h^y'chi^&om thie peisecutipn of.-^eio^ • . ^i . 

'At Ntoireth is a magnificent church un^ 
grounc)^ S|^d to occupy the y^iy c^tve whepethe 
Vii^lmry received,the aagod's saluit^ti^, ap4, 
wh^ire two beau^ful pillars of graj^te:are er^|e4 
in Qommemoration of that interesting event. . At 
a mall distance are some fine r^insiins Qf a larger, 
chuix:h, 8U|^sed to Kave been erected in the 
time of the empress Helena* But this is much 
irijferior to the great church built over our Saviour*is . 
sefpulchre by the same empresS) aiid.,calle4 the , 
church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

The l^t class of artificial curiosities worthy oj[ . 
notice is that of the sepulchral. monumentSt - 
which ai*e scattered all over the country ; and of^ 
which the most remarkable are selected /or the 
reader^s gratification. 

The "tomb of the holy vii^in, situated near- 
Jerusalem, in the valley of Jeho^haphat, to wiuch 
Nereis a descent by a magnificent fUght of stepss 
has ot the right hand side the sepulchre of St. 
Anna the mother, and on the left, that of Joseph . 
the husband of Mary* In each diviupn are aL|;ar» 
for the celebration of divine worship j- and , the 
whoje is cut out of the solid rock* ^ 

The monument of king Jehosh^phat is divided 
into several apartments ; one of which contains 
his tomb, adorned with a stately portico, and ea-. 
tablature* That of Absalom,, two fiirlongs distant . 
from Jerusalem, is about twenty cubits squ^re> 
adQri^ed bejow with four columns of the lonjc . 
ordQr, with their capitals, and entablatures to each . . 
ffont* F^x)m the height of twenty to forty feet it 
is sk)mewhat less, and quite pkun, exceji^ting, a 
small fillet at the upper end f and from forty to : 
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tke top It dnii|g«s into a vcxmd, w&kh t^tpers gm- 
dually to a point, the whole cut out of the Mlid 
cock. 

. A little further Westward isthe tomb of Z^c^a>- 
Ahj the son of Barrachiah, who is said to have 
been slain by the Jews between the temple an4 
the altar. This structure is all ciit ^)ut of tfa^ 
jnatundrock* It is eighteen feet high, as many 
square, and adorned with Ionic columns* < 

'But the most curious and magnificent pieces of 
antiquity of this kind are the royal sepulchres 
,withoutihe walls of Jerusalem : they are all hewn 
put of the solid marble rock, and contain several 
upaciouB and elaborate apartments. On the east- 
ern side is the entrance leading to a stately court^ 
about one hundred and twenty feet square, neatly 
wrbu^ht and pohshed. On the south side of it is 
a sumptuous portico^ embellished in front with a 
jdi^ of architrave, and supported by columns ; 
and on tlie left of the portico is a descent into the 
sepfdchral apartments* 

The first of these is a handsome room, about 
twentyHTour feet square, formed with such neat- 
ness and accuracy, that it may justly be styled a 
beaudfid chamber, hollowed out of one piece of 
maiMc* From this room are three passages lead- 
ing to other chambers of a similar fabric^ but of 
different dimensions ; in each of which (the first 
excepted) are stone coffins placed in niches^ that 
were once covered with semicircular lids, em- 
belli^ied with flowers, garlands, &c. but now 
broken^ to pieces* The doorcases, hinges, pivots, 
Bcc« are allof the same stone with the other parts 
of these rooms, and even the doors appear to have 
been ^t out of the very piece to which they hang* 
Why thesegrots are honoured with tht appellation 



Tit the' sepulchres of the kings ft tiot tXBx^ 
kiiowA, but whoever views them witii rfnjr d egi^ 
of attention must be induced to pronounce them a 
royal work, and to regard them as the most au* 
thentic' remains of the old regal Bplendour, that 
are to be met with in the neighbourhood of Jera- 
^lem. ^ 

Subsequent to this ^^eTtirot/ dfescripdon df Pafes^ 
tine, it, may be proper to give a concise aiecount- 
of the several lots and countries assigned to the 
Israelites, beginning with those of the two tribe* 
lind a half, seated beyotid Jordan ; proceeding t6 
the nine and a half on this side, styled moreproi 
perly the Holy Land ; and concluding with a t<^* 
cal description of the contiguous courttriesj the 
history of the inhabitants of which, who ekher 
mingled with, or bordered upon the lews, haSJ 
been already given in the preceding chkptl&T^. ' 

The kings of Bashan and of the Amorites 
beitig vanquished by the children of Isitiel,'*\hcif 
territories were settled by the two tribes of Rei^ 
ben and Gad, with half of Manasseh. Reuben, 
who was the eldest, had the southern part: of th^ 
new conquest, extending from the north-eafiie 
coasts of the Asphaltite lake along the easftem 
banks of the river Jordan ; divided on^ the totltli 
from Midian by the Amon ; on the north from 
t!he tribe of Gad, by another little river ; aftrf boN 
dered on the east partly by the MoaWtes, «tkf 
par£ly by the Ammonites ; whifc the Tordah part- 
ed it on the west from " The Land of Promise*** 
It exhibited three famous mountains, vii« PccHy 
Jfebd, and Pisgah, andwas every-where exttemxfy 
fertile in corn, wine, fruit, and pasturage. ^ - 
"' To the north of Reuben was fixed th^ tribe of 
6ad, having likewise ^re river -lerdan M: tlie 



w^g^t)le Ammoitttes on die east, md the half 
tnibe of Manasiseh oa the north- This tract of 
qpuntrf > like the former9 was famed for its rich 
paslui^an^ exjuberant pgroductions* 
^The portkm allotted to the half tribe of Maaa^- 
seh was bounded on the south by that of Gad ; 
on the west by the Jordan and Samochonite lake ; 
on the east by the hills of Bashan aod Hermpn; ; 
aiB^ on the north by a part, of Lebanon. Its ex* 
t^t was almost equal jo the other twoi i^ it was 
aj^erwards more properly called Vpgeit, Galilee> or 
the Gidilee of the Gentiles*. 

On this side of the Jordan> and on .the forthest 
noithera verge (>f Judeaj lay the province of Lower 
.Galilee?- o€c\guted by the tr^s of Asb^9 Zebulup, 
Ns^taii,,and. ls§iich«r. It produced aa abimdr 
aiiqe of iOQm,oilj wipity and finuits of various sorts $ 
jahd ^iKasy in its .fiourisbiQg condition* so full . of 
towns wd villages) di^tJosepiHUB observes^ the 
Ijmt pf them contaiQed fifte^ thousand inhabitr 

i The tribe of Asher > wa» sealed on the noiitti- 
we^tGornerof the pfovinc^, having. the Mediter^ 
ran^n-on the west^Zebulun on the spiithy.aiHL 
Naphtali on the e^s/u Its fecundity, and the ex- 
cellence., of its. productions) fully answered the 
blessing which dying Jacob, gave it i ^^ that the 
Ix-eaddT it should^ be &t) aod thftt ii should yield 
royal dainties*^' 

. ^aphtali possessed. a tr^ct of country bcstween 
ths^ of Asher and the river Jordan. It was ex- 
ipeedingly fertile, and extended alcMig the western 
bai4( (^ the river frpm. ^loiint Le^iaon tq the 
sea;.of Tiberias* 

To the south of Asher and Naphtaji was seated 
Sm P^ of :Zfbvdivui| having tbe^ M^t«i?wx^an 
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on the west, the sea of Galilee on the east, the 
river JephtHael on the liorth, and that of KishOti 
on the south ; and by its vicinity to the sea, its 
numerous port^ and eirtensive commerce, it per- 
fectly verified the blessings given tt> Zcbulun both 
by Jacob and Moses. 

The possessions of Issachar were bouiided by 
the Jonhni in the east, by Zebulun on the north, 
by the Mediterranean on the west, and by the 
other half of Manassfeh on the south. Its most 
remarkable places were the Mounts Carmel and 
Gilboa, the valley of Je^reel, and the great plun 
OfMegiddo. 

' On the south of Zebulun lay the other half 
tribe of Manasseh, and south of this wto the ter- 
i4lMy of Ephtaim, distinguished in feter times 
by the name 0f Samaria. These tracts of couhlry> 
»ottgh condguou^ to each other, varied consider* 
iMy, Mime parts being mountainous, i^ky, and 
alml, wMte others were pleasant, fekil6^ and 
pc^nilous. That portion which appertained to 
Manasseh was bordered on the north' and south 
iqr Issachar' and £phraim, add on the east and 
S«Mt by the Jordan atid t^e Mi^tefraiiean. It 
was ngreeibiy divermfied with mowtaSns, plains, 
md valleys, ilnd ccntahied it coiisidenMe'humber 
of ^lately cities. 

The tribe of Ephraim occupied the south ude 
of Samaria, and extended, like that of Manasseh, 
Drom the Mediterranean to. the river Jorikn. The 
low lands Were extremely rich airtd luxuriant ; the 
iiUls aflRmled^xcelient pasture,'and even the rocka 
were prettily feathered with trees. The towns 
and dties were numerous, and the popiilati6n 
tonsidenMe. 

Jiidea, {Nroperiy so cdled^ was situated eli IM 
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ttiMt ftmiOiclli lide of the whob, faiviog Ssinuia 
<m the Dortht the . Meditemnev^ od the weeti. 
Egypt aftd Idmpe^ on the south, and th^ JofdiA. 
«id Dead acii pu thie east* The. climate waa 
warxD) but weU refr^hed With GQoUng nioda i. 
and th^ &ce of the colinU^ ei^ijibited the most. 
heaiitifttl aaaemblaee of verdant niouAtaina, im-. 
guous plsoos) fruitlul hill% enamelled vaUaysn ml . 
crfstal ri?ulets ( while a rich proAiaion of cpni« 
vnncy and oil» evinced the natural fecundity of jtbo; 
toil. 

• This canton was inhabited bf die tribes o( 
BenjainiHf Judah) Dan, and Simeon ; the first oC 
Which lay contiguous to Judah on the aoutb, to 
Samaria on the n^b,. and to t)an oui Uie West*, 
lEt contained but fctw towns and citi^ i but thi» 
want was am^ pompem»tod by the posseaston. 
of the city of Jerusalema the centre c>f the Jewish 
Worship, the seat of the monarcha and pontiffs* 
and thegteat metiopQlis of the.Uoly I^uvi^ . , , 
. Jerusalem was formerly divided into four partes 
each enclosed with seoarat^ walls, vi;u Tte M 
city of Jebtts, ^itivatea on Mount Zion, whei^ 
t)avid andhissucc9ss<»s reuded i the lower c^« 
Embellished with some magnificent jp^daceaanA 
citadeis^by Solomon, AnttochUs, and fJeuKl ; ttm 
Hew city, chiefly inhabited b)r mercbai^ts, tmdea^ 
men, and artificers. ( and MiHint Moriah» vbicb» 
supported the aumptuoua tjenApk of. Solomon,*, 
desd^oyed by Nebuchadne^sqar* rebuilt by the 
JTews on their return from the Babytoniab captiyi-^ 
tf , and afterwards renewed,, adomedj and m«^ 
nc^^by Herod« 

* for% tatistetory description of this in to f np a riM» 
iuiidiiiir, vtt the Vt and vii cbapttkft of tkc Wim Uoak^ 
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This once ti^ lAd «tajtelf melfopolii k ai pre*" 
sent induced to a thinly inhabited town, of about 
three miles in circiun^erence* It stands in 5 1 
deg. 48 nlin. of north latitude> and 35 deg* 34' 
ikiin. of east longitude, on a rockf eminence^ 
suntAinded on all sides except thb north, with 
steep ascents ahd deep valleys below ; and these 
again environed with other hills at a distance* 
The soil in some plates produces com, wine, and 
ml \ but the greater paK> for want of cultivation, 
is become stony, sandy, and barren* Subsequent- 
to its total destruction by Vespasian, the emperor 
Adrian built a new city almost upon the site of 
the old town, and adorned it with several noble 
edifices, but in the time of Helena, mother of 
Coiistantine the Great, it was found in so ruinous 
and forlom a condition as ndsed her pity inio a 
noble zeal of restoring it to its ancient grandeur* 
' With dns design she caused ail the rublHsh to 
be removed fix>m Mo^mt Calvary, and ordered a> 
magnificent church to be built there, to compre- 
hend as many of the scenes of our Redeemer^'s suf- 
ferings aa could be conveniendy enclosed within 
one edifice* The walls are of stone, and the roof of 
cedar : thei east end includes Mount Caivary, aqd- 
the west contains the holy sep«tlchrel The for- 
mer is covered with a handsome cupola, supported 
by sixteen massive columns,* formeriy inoiisted 
with msrble* The centre is open ^n the top just 
oyer the aepulchre ; and above the high altar,at 
tiie east end, is another stately dome* The nave 
6f the church forms the chcm*, and in the intmor 
aisles are the places where the most remavkable 
circumstances of our Saviour -s passion were transr 
doted; together with the tombs of Godfrey andt 
Baldwin, &e fim two Christian kings of Jenasa- 



^kfil^ Ati dmeai, 6f tm^ty^twi^^stttps leads to a 
chapel, ^ere' Hurt part of Calvary is shown on 
Which the Messiah was emc^edi The ahar is 

• adorned wkb three Cfposses, and other eoitly embel- 

^lil^hments^ among which are forty-six' siher lamps 

tthat are kept constantly burning* Contiguous to 

this is another smaM chapel- fronting the hody of 

the diurch» At the west end is tiie chapel of the 

^s^sukhre, hewn out of the s^d rock, and or» 
. namented with pillars of porphyry. The cloister 
: round the sepulchre is divided into several diapels 
Ibr ^euse of the different Christian sects who 
reside tlwre^ and on the north*1vest are the 
apartmoits of the Latinsy who have the care of the 
chisch* 

. .& may be praper to mention hene an edifice 
'€i«ctBd txi 'Mount Moriah, called Sokunon's tesn^ 
{^ ithough it i# not easy to guess when or by 
whom, it waa- built. -The entnmceis at \lfit east 
iend, undev an odi^Bon, adorned wilSt«cup61a and 
iantem ; and towai^s the west is a straight lisl^ 
like ^lat c^ a diurch, the vHioie^rround^ witli 
:a. sparaous court,^ and walled'bn eveiy side. ' Jh 
.the nadnt of it is ero^ttid « TutMsh-mosque, rb- 

• imaikable neitbieir for 4t»strtietim nor magnitude 
but which-mahe^^a'Staiely figure by its advantage- 
;oiia<aittialiDn» I>r*^Poaocker who took ii particular 
.viewif^ithe^dlfiUe, has highly extolledthe beauty 
4>£ithe pioBpect) as vrell m the materials and 
-9nH%inBiffih]p«. The e^nnade» are said to be of 
jLthe.sCdriAthian older, with arches turned over 
4iiem ^beingyin all*ph)M>iUtyythe porticoes lead- 
•Itlgilo the interior of the building : but the place 

is held in such veneration by the Turks,, tfi^ a 
stranger cannot approach it without danger .^tf 
forfeiting his life or religion. 
Vol. II. E 
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The dtf is at {iresent 4)iyler the fover&ment of 
asangiaCf whose tyranny ' keeps th^ -christiaii 
inhabitants so.poory that ^their ohief support and 
trade iponsist in i»x>viding strangeirs withaccotasi- 
modationS) and selling them heads^ relics> &c* for 
which they are compelled to pay considerable 
sums to th^-satigiac and his ofiieers* 

The canton of the tribe of JudHh was boimdcd 
on the eai^ by die Aspbaltite lake^ and oti the 
west by the ti:ibes of Dan and Simeon* It was 
reckoned the largest * a«id most populous of the 
Jewish temtories, and the inhabitants were the 
most valiant. The land was cWmingly diVmn- 
fied with hiils and dales» tneadows> Uike6» and 
fountains ; and exclusive of that part which lay 
con%uous to IdAunea^ it piodueed im exubehmt 
.supply of fruftsy.coro, 0U9 awl wine* It ytm 
probably in Judah Ithat the Cataankes drbsidiM) 
and it was here likewise that Abraham and his 
■descendants soj^vrned, previouslo their nemoinl 
into Egypt^ 

The lojtj^f Dan vfaa bounded on the north by 
Ephraim, -on the west by the Phi^stinea and the 
Mediterranean, on this south by Simeon, and on 
the east byJi^dsih aod Benjamin* Its greatest 
length, £ifpai north to south» £d not exceed forty 
miles; and the wholie tract '^Wa3 rather utttvom^ 
but what it wanted in room was fiiUy compensated 
by the richness of the seal, and the valour :aiui 
iudustjy. of its. inhabitants, soiitie of whom pene- 
trat^d ta th^ utmost verge of PfilestiQe on the north 
in qp$&t of new < settlem^ts. : Here was ;the;fii- 
mous yatlco^, Nahair£scol» from which the israet 

, . • i • .; i 

• Judah was the chief and jrpyal tribe, frwn -vvhich tjtie 
Irlngdom was denominated. 



itisfa spies brought Moses suchnobfe spedmens of 
the fertility of the laiid* Among the most consider- 
able cities of this part was Joppa^ now JaUk^the only 
port which the Jews had oa the Mediterranean, 
li'was seated on a high hill^ which coannanded a 
line prospect of a fertile country on one «ide, and 
ef the sea on ^e othen This city suffered io 
severely during the holy war^ that scaix^ely any of 
its buildings were left standings except two old 
castles. It is now rebuilt towanls the sea, with 
storehouses, and id possessed^ of a considerable 
trade* On the western side^ of die havoi is a 
Copious spfteg, which yields an excellent supply 
to the uiliAbitants, and an acceptable refreshment 
to» travelers* 

- The ixihe of Simeon was confined to a very 
small tierritory In the most southern comer of 
Judea, bounded by Dan on the north, by the little 
iqiyet'SidMyron the souths byJudahon the east; 
and bya lunall nedtof land towards t^eMbcMteiv 
ranean cm the west; The greatest part of it was 
sandy, barren, and mountainous ; and the inha* 
Mtants were so harassed by the Idameans on one 
side, and the Philistines on the other, that they 
were necesiE^tated to seek their fortune among 
other tiiibes*. Borne hired themselves out to asust 
their brethittiin the ccmquest of their lots, and 
others dispersed' themselves among every tribe, 
where they served as scribes, notaries, 8cc* 86 
faWy fftA-StiC^*^ curse verified onthem^ as well 
as on the tribe of Levi, on account of their cruel 
massacre of rthei^echemites: ^Cursed 0»id the 
pa^arch) be th^ir anger, for It Was fierce ; and 
their revenge, for it was inhuman r I will di^er^e 
them- in Jacob, and «ra^^^^em in Israel/' ^ 
Having thtt3 completed the purposed descrip^ 
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tioii of the lots of the twelve ttibeSi it will Be pro- 
per to speak of the five Philistine satrapies, prelum 
sive to the geography of those nations .\rhith 
bordered on the Israelttiah pn»rinces« 

These satrapies, vias. Gadi, Eknm, Ashdod, 
AscaloQy and Gaza, were situated' along the Me- 
diterranean coast ; and extended from the sea- 
port of Jamnia to the month of the river Bezm*. 
The extent o£ thekr inland terntories cannot be 
satisfactorily ascertained, but they were upon the 
whole confined Within narrow timits* 

Gatlk, the birth-place of the gigantic warrior 
Goliath, was conquered by king David, fortified 
by Rehoboam, and retaken by Uzziah uid Heze* 
kiah. It was seated under the 3 5th degree of east 
'*■ fax^tude^andSlst degree^ 56 tnin* of north lati* 

tude; six miles south of Janmii^ fourteen south 
of Jo^)a, and thirty-two west t>f Jarusalem. It 
recovered its liberty and pristine s^ndour in the 
days of Amoa and JMiGRbf but was afterwards 
dem(^i9hed by Hazael, king of Syria* After that 
periodic was a plaee of small consideration, till 
the holy war» when Fulk, king of Jerusalem) 
erected a castle on its ruins* 

ElutMth ^uated about ten miles south of Gath^ 
and thirty-four west oi Jerusalem, appears to 
have been a pb^toe of consiiderBble strenglh vad 
importance. Upon the first division of ^' The 
proimsed Land/' it fell to the lot of Judahi but 
Was afierwards given to the tribe Ctf Dm* 

Ashdod was a femoua port on the Mediterra^ 
nean, situated about fifteen miles south of Ekroni 
between that city and ^scakm. It was here 
the idol Dagon fell in pieces before the ar^ of 
God* The sUfength.of the pki/qe wa^ so^ oonsi? 
derable^ that it is said to have sustained a sieg^ of 
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4iw«n9«iM yMrt under PBaaoiiiMtkbiis king of 

Egypt* 

A»c(il|>]V«notlMr maritime town, and Batrap^r, 
ffing betwraen Ashdbd and Gaza^ was veckxmed • 
the tiifobfffiroi 9Skj<m the PhUkdnecoait; but 
waasoon reduoed, ater the ^athof Joriiiiafl^ 
the tribe of* Judah* This city waa^nade aft epis* 
copid aee from the eariiest f^s of chriadanity, 
and during the h<^y mur it was-adorned with se- 
veral magnificent edifices ; bat these have. been* 
demoUsh^ by the Saraeena and Tuiks, and As- 
cidon is now dwinAed into an inconsiderable. 
vSlage-s^ 

Gaza, die last satrapy, stood on a fine emi^ 
nence, about fifteen miles south of Ascalon, four 
notth of tiie river Beuor, and at a small distsmce 
from- the Meditentoiean* It waa surrounded 
by the most beautiful valley;^ supplied \rith an 
abimdance of water, and encompassed, at a fiir- 
ther distance on the inland sidcy with cultivated 
hiHs. The city was remarisafoly-strong, and sur^: 
rounds with m^h and towers after the Philistine 
manner. It was taken by <}aieb,' the son of Je* 
phunndi, but soon after reg»ned by the ancient * 
inhf^Htaiits, \9ho kept possession of it tiU the 
time^f Sams^. It'^passed frotn the Jews to the 
Chaldeans, Pei^sins, and Egyptiaift; till it was 
pillaged by Altoander^he^ Great* tt was a se^ 
cond time dbati^yedl^ the Maccabees, and no 
further men^oniamade-of at- tin St«Luke ^»eaks 
of h as -a ruined place; 

-It 'Stands about three miles distant from- the sea, 
and alill ^hibits some noble monuments of anti- 
quity, such as- stately miarble colonnades, finely 
wrought sepulchres, &c. In the immedisite vi- 
dnage of the city is a round castk, Banked with 

E2 
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four s^are tawen ; afkd a Httie .«baTt*k ate tlM» 
remains of an old Roman castle^ the matemls of 
which 9rt so firm^ that Che faamBoer wil^^kake no 
impreanon on them^ . The Greeks have hiere tf 
hand90ine churchf ^^ a fine roof) aupported bf, 
marble piUars of. t^e Corinthian order* The caa<' 
tie b the reaidencc^ of the sdAgiac* The ad|ae^t> 
territory ts pleasant and deii^tfu} f but beyond 
it the ground is rather barreny «|aite to the- river, 
of Egypt) and inhabited by wild Arabs* 

Ma^wmat or New Gazay wa» the aoocient sea* 
port to the ibrmer, and a place of considerable), 
note in the time of Constantino the Great* It- 
stood near the mouth of the river Betor, in 3 1 
deg. 41 mill* north latitude) and 34 deg« 50 mte*-. 
ea&t longitude. It still poaaeaaea aoi»^ curious 
antiquities) but it would be now difficult to de- 
termine vvhether they belwged originally to Ma-; 
jujnaor QldGaza» 

To the . south of Majuma sftood the tw» 
maritime cities of Antbedon and Rhiilocoluia s 
the former was a port on the Mediterranean) de- 
stroyed .by Alexander JunneuS) one of tHiB Mac- 
cabitish kingS) apid afterwards rebuilt by Herod) 
who called it Ag^rippiuS) in honour of AgrippO) 
the favourite of Auguatus. The latter^was seated 
on the northern side of the river of Egypt)- which 
parted that kingdom from th^ tribe of Simeon* 
It very early became a bishopric und^ the metro- 
politan of Pelusiasa ; and in the time of th^ holy 
war it^as converted into a strong fortresS) unde^ 
the name of Pharamica* It is at present an in- 
consjklerable placO) and the^^umjacent terriUNy 
a mere wilderness. 

It now remains ta conclude the present section 
with ajQoncise aiqcount pf th^ countri^ |>elonging 
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ld» tbase BftthM^ tibatwere 9ed!M round Falei^ 
tinev 8iid whose kiitorf has been given ii^ Aie 
precedinf^ 4^aptei«. 

. IdntneS) or the Land of Edom, constittrted a 
part of Anii>ia Petraea, having Judea on the noith, 
£|^rpt) and abtandi of the Red sea, on the west, 
the vtssit of Arabia Fetnc»a on the south, and the 
(ki^rt of Arabia on4he east*. Its extent seems to^ 
have Taried cbtui^ikfMj at different periods^ in 
consequence of which Josephns distingoishes it, 
when at the largest, by the epitiietof Great, in 

risition to its more narrow bovindaries; THe 
e ai^or dWides it inlto Upper and Lower 
Idumea ; bixt the country, upon ^e whole, is re» 
presented as dry, mountainous^ hot, and, in some 
parts, steril ; the high lands exhibiting manydread* 
fbl caveins and recesses, which resemble those in' 
the southern part of Judah* Thia country b at 
present under the dominion of th^ Turks, mostly 
waste and uncultivated; and inhabited by wild 
Arabs, with whom Europeans have liittfe inter- 
course* '^ ' 

The nation of Amakk tiras simted iir 1l»t pest 
of Arabia Petneawlach lay eastwatd of the Bdom^ 
ites, and extended almost as far north as the 
As^ialtite lake, uaid southward a&the Red sea ; 
bi^as thepec^e were mostly of a wandering dis* 
po8ili(»i, acMd lived hi booths, tents, or caverns^ 
like the Arabs, it is impossiMe to ascertain their 
limits with any degree of precision^ 

Midkmitis, or the La^d of Midiseof, was situaled 
on the norttfr of Aflaalfk* It waa hot, sandy, and 
in many parts desert ; yet abounded with camels 
and other species of cattle. It appears to have 
contained many cities, castles, &c. as eariy as the 
time of the Exodus* The city of Midian was, in 
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afl prdbabHitf, rebuilt subseqilient t6 that |«i»«uu> 
as botk Eu9ebius and St. Jerom aasert there were 
some remains of it to be seen in their time*. 

The land of Mbab Was likewise iii Arabia 
Petr»a) on the north of Midian^ haying ihe^ 
liver AnMui on the west* the land of Gilead 
oathe north, and the Ishmaelites on the. east* It 
contained several considerable eities, which the 
Moabites wrested from the gigantic Emins, but 
which were afterwards possessed by the Jews* 

The Ammonites were seated to the liorthreast 
of their brethren the Moabites in Arabia Deserta, 
having the Amon on the west, the Ishmaelites on 
the south, the deserts of Arabia on the east,, and 
the hills of Bashan and Gilead on the north* 
Their territories, -according to the sacred histo-; 
riahs, seem to have been anciently confined by 
the rivers Jabbok and Amon ; but their firequent 
incuraons into the neighbouring states occasioned 
their boundaries to be in constant fluctuation* 

The descendants of Ishmael, the Son of Abra- 
ham and Haga^, occupied a part of Arabia De- 
serta, eastwani of Moth and Midian, and bounded 
<m the north by Ammon ; but how far they ex- 
tended southward and eastward it is impossible to 
determine* It may however be presumed, from 
an assertion of Moses, that their territory reached 
from Havilah, which was situated hear the con- 
fluence of the Tigris and Euphrates, to Shur, €Xi 
the Isthmus of Suez* Thence they are said 
to have spread themselves over the greatest part 
of Arabia; in consequence of wluch Josephus 
styles their progenitor the founder of the. M^^J^^ 
nation* " 



SECT. II. 

The Religion^ Government^ Cu9tonu^ Learnings ^rtfy 
' and Commerce^ qf the Jewe* 

T""^HE religion of the Jews, though formerly 
JL clouded with mysterious ceremonies, and 
now totally eclipsed by the radiance of the Gospe^ 
must ever be considei^d as an object of venera- 
tion ; since its institution, benefits, and great re- 
wards, are wholly attributed to God. Their /afw * 
were admirably adapted to honour their Creator^ 
and to render themselves completely happy ; 
aacrificea were at once calculated to remind them 
of their failings, which required a diurnal atone- 
ment, and to shadow forth the vicarious sacrifice 
that should, ^ in the fulness of time," be offered 
for the sins of the world ; and even their most 
trivial ceremoniea were replete with instruction, or 
typical of the gracious designs of the Almighty. 

Their government has been justly distinguish- 
ed from that of all other nations by the name of 
Theocracy, aa being under the immediate direc- 
tion of t^od. It must ixKieed be acknowledged, ' 
that this theocracy varied, in some degree, under 
Moses, Joshua, the judges, kings,and high-priests ; 
yet the Deity was considered as the sole dictator 
of every important transaction, the author of each 
beneficial institution, and the supreme monarch 
of the Israelites. 

• At the tize of '* The new Universal History" pre- 
cludes the recitai of these laws, and the volume of ffofy ' 
Writ contains 9,fili, clear, and ^atufaetoiy account of them, 
die letdfr may satisfy his cvnos^ty in evefy pntknlttr bf 
referring to Urn Book of l^mtiem^ 



46 JTWS\ 

Their customs, both civil and reli^otis, were 
chiefly founded upon their laws ; and will conse- 
quently !>e found in the same illustrative nanti- 
tion. Some of the most particular however are 
selected for the gratification of th6 curious reader. 

The rite of circumcision was always accom* 
panied with great feasting, and other deitionstra- 
tions of joy. At this time the child was named 
in the prese ice of the company ; after which the . 
master of the house took a cupful of wine, and 
blessing his Creator, sipped a little of it, sCnd pass- 
ed it ixjund.to' his friends; this was called the 
blessing': of the wine. He then commenced the 
blessing of the breads and distributed it in a similar 
fttanner ; and when the guests had done eating, 
he solemnly returned thanks to God, and coti- 
cludeithe feasts with another cup of Wine, which 
was styled the blessing of plenty* Whether they 
sat or lay dowti at their repasts is a controversy 
of small itoportatice : Xh^ former custom Seems to 
have prevailed before the captivity 5 but the lattet 
yrsis ceitainly adopted at the time of our Saviour's 
institution of the holy sacrament. 

Marriage does not appeal to have been accom- 
panied with any religious ceremony; such as 
going to the tiemple, offering sacrifices^ or requir* 
ing the benediction of a priest* When a contract 
was formed by the parents and relations on both 
sides, tiie bridegroom Ivas introduced to his bride, 
a solemn agreement M^s si^ed before witnesses, 
and the bride, after some time, was sent to her 
new habitation, with song^ dances, and the 
melody of various musical instruments* 

Their diet, except €«i fei^tivals, seema to havt 
l^een extremely piaitif £>r Boos:, a man of etXkfik^ 
derable property, ccmip&menltd Ruth with eating 
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of'tbejttme hrmdt dehikii^of theaane«ttrer,«nd 
dipping ber morsei ^ vinegm^ ^inthMiini* Tbe 
present of victuals brbught to David, whilst be 
laboured under, tbepsrsecutian of Soul, cobaisled 
0f bread, ntiains, parcbed cbrti), a few ^eep, and 
two bottles of wine* Hoaey v^ esteemed « 
pe^^bardelicaof ; .and the ndlkof tbe goats and 
tbe fieeee of tbe flocks were pronounced, by the 
)9fJ9e maa^> 6ufiicient ibr :£bod and raittieiit, both 
fertber i!iuuiter.aiid iiis iaiBily* 

Their divefsicMis seem to hate consisted chieflf 
in soda! repasts, iBuaic^.and dancing* Games 
were never iiitroduced into theircommonWeadth l 
hit the Scripture fpequendy expresses the fflm« 
plicity of their bappf lives iy sitting, and eating, 
And dnokiag, cevety one under his vine and be* 
IMalii hi^ lig^toee. Music was evidently dear to 
Ibemr-^B tteMgh'pndsea of their Creator were 
p^jffc^rmed in coiacert w^ t'he «Qund of vanous 
^i^Snnn^nts ^ ioid 6saiQJaa% was frequently mingled 
with their solemn acknowledgment of any signdl 
btesifog* Tbiisisii^g O^ndis^aidlD'have danced 
bf^£»re'B»e Kcki jBtsd Ihe ttibeatare exhorted^ in 
jA^JtiUidML&ttdi^lideth p«(^ to piraise God with 
^ (feinanttmlatididuuB^^ 

Tto^ir hig^* places {wone of two dort^s those 
vhsixer tbcyfiMiraed inoense a»d <yifered sacrifices 
iQibe ttue'Gpdf and 4ltbs0 where they coimnit* 
ted variousHobc^fiinabSe idolatries. Both these 
bfK^axae so ooitoniocL and universal^ that few kings 
bad 1^ couira^e to destroy the latter, notwitb« 
■s^Mdiog tbe ;r6^eated admonitions of the holy 
ptophets* . 

Tjfaesi^e ii^isftof. diss^atien;^ which Induced 
the Israelites to direct their worship to dumb idols, 
Icri/jtein go^^^y '^^^^^{^"^ of divination 
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and aeeramftncyv tbougl^ the law <if MMea els'- 

pressly. enjoioecb that such persons should be put 
to death* 

High titles were unknown among them unless 
those which implied some office: as g^era], 
treasurett or recorder* They value themselves 
greatly upon their genealogies ; and some regard 
was likQwiae had to the distinction of tribes or 
families, as to that of Judah, to which the sceptre 
w|ts promised ; to that of £^hi*aim, out of respect 
to Joseph's memory ; and to those of the priests 
and Levitts, upon a religious account* The ut^. 
most respect was shown, to the heads and fathers 
of eve/y tribe, and ancient men of all descriptions 
)vere considered as. ohjocta of veneration. 
! Their houses. >^ere commonly plsun, low^ and 
(ifitf suitable (o.tbe cHxsiate*. Ch»nneys^ sashes^ 
or.caspments, were needless, indiere they were 
obliged to study coolness ; and for the same rea- 
son tapestry was of no use, but to sit^eatyor sleep 
upon* 

Their industry and frugality, together 'With tiie 
wholesome temperature of their climate, were 
effectual preventives^againstmany of thosediseases; 
X which, in later ages, have been ushered into the 
world t>y sloth and luxury* H^ce we ' read of 
}>ut f<^w distempers .that, were prevalent among 
them, and still less physicians, except such as vctt 
now known by the name of surgeons* 

Their moqming for the death rofoany 'near ve^ 
laticMi, or for any melancholy accident was ex- 
pressed by rending their, garmei^ts, tearing their 
hair, heaping dirt or asj^es . upon their headsi 
wearing sackcloth next the. skin, .and lying upon 
the bare ground* 

Their &neral ceremonies Were.e^ially.moum^ 
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Natives aasetkibled atfais faouseintkoirmoumiiii^ 
imbit, and sat down upon the ground in ^^fonccH 
whilst other apextments echoed with the bntten^ 
tatioin of hired mourners, and the Bound of meh 
4n»trumentB «i were deemed suitablib to Ite oeca«> 
don. 

. In the metottni^prapet>per8ons were appoint* 
edtoprepaie thedefionGt fbr mterment, dther bf 
-emhfJininghiiiiy or washing his body uui sprii^ 
i&]^ it with odoriierdiift dniga, accordbg tohU 
t)uatity» . . 

TiHSf teiied tepultm^ to none but such as 
ipirere guilty of suicide, tod not 6ven to these but 
till after sunset. The pro^rident care of the pa*- 
triarchs, respecting a sepulchre for tlieirdescend* 
ants, is a co&Tihckig pvoof that diey acciouttted it 
« faeaTycabonity m he deprived of burial, and a 
blessing to be interred ankong their ancestors. 
-They heM it las % mutter oT indi&rence whert 
their tombs were elected, whether hi a field, an 
oftehaid, a mduntSLhi, or a gttrden, provided they 
coirid bat secure the pd£»dniksn of the purchase^ 
they weve:hbi0ev)er euritM^ \6 have tbism, if pos* 
«lb4e, ;eut into a iifdE, Whitth "^ -no difficult 
inittfsrmi9oniountaih)dusa)c)»untty. They had 
fttsticolar oenieteri)e% 'fisr^stttthftfiiB, Mkdfirduch 
persons as were put to deall\^^capitkil crimes* 

WiCh reispect to thMif Mhiiiig, tt rs certain they 
weve«Bcti)mi^y t»]raM^«ult^ixiie'the1^ldt4e^ 
«f thcnlftg^ QihoHg tMutrk^e^ ahd tiad.^ttaces of 
fAiblic Jastrux^M fallen flke«;dMdls«f theirs* 
qftsetk* Tfteh^ changing ^hbstttio* iitto thfe lomv 
Tvar^anditeicdttiptetie thdkfih^ thff^ )i(^ iiub 
the ixi^^ar musift 4of :iw<fiti0^4)&ie and thii^ $ 
their divirion of the day Mto^urpyiMi) atid th« 
Vol. IL F 
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night into four watches^ are however strong pt€^ 
sumptions of their ignorance in' the science of 
astronomy, even at a time when it was well 
known to the neighbouring nations ; nor do thej 
aj^ear to have had any instruments to reckon 
time, except the sun-dial, or* as the original im^ 
plies, the fight qfstefia of Ahaz. 

Theirlanguage was the HebreW ; the genius of 
which is pure, primitive, natural, and strictly 
conformable to the simplicity of the Jewish pa- 
triarchs : and it is highly probable, that not only 
they, but all their trading neighbours, had the art 
of writing viery early ; though it is Impossible to 
determine whether each nation hac^ a peculiai" 
character of their own, or the same in common to 
them all- ■ 

The materials upon which they wrote, and 
their instruiAent for writing, -may, in some mea*> 
sure, be ascertained £tx>m certain' passages of 
Scripture* It is plain that the Decalogue wa^ 
written upon tables of stone; but Moses in all 
probability, made use of a less Cumbersome mate- 
rial to write the rest of his laws upon. The cus- 
tom of writing upon tables was continued till the 
time of our Savioui^ : but mention is also made 
of their writing upon rolls, which are reasonably' 
supposed to have been miade of skins, oir some 
other pliable substance* 

The arts in' which the Israelites seem to have 
made the greatest proficiency were those of war, 
husbandry, poetry, and music. The first was 
in a manner nattiral to them, on account of the 
numerous enemies they had to vanqubh prior to 
their possession of the Promised Land, and the 
various excursions which they were continually 
n^ftkuig under their kings or other leaders*' It 
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cannot now be determinedi whether they acquired 
any military knowledge duiing their residence in 
Egypt ; but whoever considers the excellent order 
<^ their enc^trnprnents^ combats, and occasional 
H^treatSy under the auspices of Moses, must allow 
them to have been as well trained as any of their 
neightx>urs. 

The valiant deeds of their generals ^ivill appear 
in tSieir proper place in the sequel of this history. 
It is therefore only requisite to say, thdt'as soon as 
the rulers had resolved upon a war, a summons 
was sent to every tribe ; upon which all persons 
capable of bearing arms assembled at the place of 
rendezvous, and were drawn put according to the 
exigence of the state* No mention is made <tf 
regular troops before the time of David* 

, Their arms, like those of other ancient nations, 
were either offensive or defensive* The for- 
mer* consisted of broad crooked swords, jave- 
lins, slings, bows and arrows, taid two-edged 
s^nrords : the latter were shields, helmets, coats of 
ifiail, breastplates,, and targets* These arms 
were commonly made of brsiss, and sometimes of 
iron or. steel* , 

. The Israelitish army, in the day of battle, was 
drawn up in twelve separ&te bodies, according to 
the nimiber of tribes : these were subdivided' into 
legions, centuries, decuries, and single files, each 
under its respective leader ; and they observed a 
regular system in all their military evolutions* 

. In the beginning of the Jewish monarchy their 
Mngs used to fight cm foot ; at least no mention 
is inade of apy chariots or cavsdry among them, till 
a, considerable time after their^ settlement* The 
ofHcers of war under , them conusted of the gene-^ 
r^ of the army, the princes of each tribc^ the 






comxnaixiersof thousafids, tiundreds^ fifties, tens, 
and threes ; the scribes or muster masters, and 
lastly, the soterim or mspectors. 

Few trades or manufactares were carried on 
amoEig the lews before the reign of Solomoii, 
except such as were absolutely necessary* They 
buUt their own houses, and their wives 'and ser^- 
vants attended to all domestic avocations. T&e 
dress of the men consisted of linen drawers and 
tunics, over which they threw a loose garment of 
woollen cloth when they went abroad* The 
fashion of their head dress is now unknown, nd- 
tlier is it easy to determine what sort of stockings 
tliey used ; but instead of shoes they woie sandals 
ftuitened on the upper part of thb foot. The 
beauty of tiieir aplMuvl consiiBted either ift the^fint 
texture of the elo^, or the richness oitH^ dye^ 
such as p&rpte, scarlet, biiie, andyellow« 
- The dress <tf the women, especially of the highsp 
class, was more curious, as they bestowed more 
ornament upon it, chiefly of needle-work, which 
was within their own province. They aHo wore 
jewels of gold and silver, which were first brought 
from Egypt, and afterwards augm^ited by 
the spoil of their oiemies,^ and their commepce 
with Tyre. After Solomon's tame pridfe and hix- 
ury increased so rapidly, tiiat the prophet Isaiah 
has spent almost a whole chapter in enumerating 
tjie costly ornaments, with which l^ female Is- 
raelites used to decorate their persons* 

Bef(;>re the time of Da^d, a wonderful economy 
seems to have reigned in every femily, under the 
men abroad, and the women at home* But that 
monarch having ccmceived a strcmg desire to 
build a sumptuous temple^ introduced a number 
of artsficera into Ms d^nioions^ such as^maM»i» 
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caipenten, foundei^, goldsmiths, and all manna* 
of workmen in metalsy wobd> and stone ; and 
•these brooght in many others, without whom 
-they could not aabsist* His celebrated successor 
iMultsome stately palaces as well as the temple ; 
•and these occasions gave the pec^le such a relish 
iot elegance, that the number of workmen multi* 
plied more and more. 

. • Poetry is said to be tlie only art in which t{ie 
Israelites excelled. It had this peculiar advantage, 
-that the authors consecrated ijt entirely to the ho- 
nour of God, and adapted it to the service •f his 
■ temple* The poetical performances of monarchst 
•prc^hets, priests, and judges, were all inspired by 
>the most laudable emotions ; written withenergy, 
zealf andaccuracy ;. and rehearsed with unfeigned 
.warmth in the. great congregation. The varied 
Jfeelings of the human heart, with all the passions 
jof love, grie( joy,, anger, and unbounded gratitude, 
were painted in the most lively colours in these 
. productions ; and whoever peruses the soogsof 
. Moses, the Psalms of David, the book of Job, and 
.the Lamentations of Jeremiah, with any degree 
:oi attentioo,. must of necessity acknowledge them 
.to abound with sublimity of sentiment, imagery, 
:. and expression. ... ^ 

There are, however, few points more warmly , 

contested, or less possible to be satis&ctorily de- 
xided, than the metre and cadence of the Hebrew i 

. poetry. To apologise for the uncertainty of the ! 

.miodenis, respecting these particulars, it is proper | 

.to rema^ that the true fironu^KhtUm of the He* j 

brew language has been lost ever since the capti- 
,vity ; in ccmsequence of lyhich it is now impos* 
. sible to ascertain either the. proper length of 
^i|^yllabl^8.or:,th$ bannony of word^ and verses, in 
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which a great part of poetic beauty ecmi^sta. 
Some aii&ors have attempted to gi^e precise 
accounts of eveiy poetical piece in the Old Tes- 
tament, but they have only provoked moi^ learn- 
ed antagonists to expose ^eir weakness. It has 
been asserted that the songs of Moses were writ- 
ien in heroic verse ; and that the psalms were of 
a mixed sort, trimiters, pentameters, and some* 
times hexameters ; but the generality of modems 
suppose that the greatest part of them were of the 
lyric kind, composed and set to music, and pev- 
fomied with dances and instnsnental melody* 

Of the music m&k which they enlivened their 
poetical recitationg, fittle is known but from con- 
jecture- Mention is made, in the sacred volume, 
of teii-stiinged instmmenls^ of the nebel and 
kinoi!^ which, probably, resembled the lute and 
•harp ; and oi sevensl wind iniibiumentB, as the 
flute, trun^ty and what moden^ ^vrsioas call the 
argan. 

Should the reader judge of the eaccftewce of 
the Hebrew mu«c, from the surprisixig eifeets it 
had upon the distempered naod of Sbjn^ and the 
souls of the projects, he must nadirally sui^xMe 
k possessed a superior ener|fy tei any coss- 
position of the modems* Similar effects hava> 
mdeed, been ascribed to the Ofeckn mosie •, and 
the most barbarous nations are atiU tmnsported by 
species of music equally harsh and defective. 
The styleof several of the psalms, and the frequent 
transition from the first to the third person, ailbid 
a strong presumption, that the muuc was perform- 
ed alternately, «me part of the chorus answering 
to the others at proper stanzas, like ^e ch<iini in 
European cathedrals* 

Such of their, dances as appertamed to veHgiouii 
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nernces itftafe more grave and solenHi^ than those 
l«>hieh merely expressed the satis^Bskdion of a happj 
people ; but whether confined to rules, or Erected 
otAy by custbm and imkatKHi) whether circular^ 
or of any other particular form^ can only be con- 
jectured Irom the practices of other ancient 
nations. 

With respect to commerce, it appears that 
they^ received rich stuffs, linen, gold, tucm 
from Tyre, in exchange for their com, balm, and 
other excellent commodities : but they were 
totally ignorant of navigation ; for the maritime 
tribes contented themselves With receiving mer- 
chants into their harbours, \nthout attempting to 
extend their trade ; and when Solomon resolved 
to send some ships into foreign countnea, hfi was 
comp^ed to have them manned with fereigft 
sa%>rs. 



SECT, m. 

2%e Jewish IBatory Jrom jlbraham ta the Death qf 

Joaefih, 

ABRAHAM, the progenitor and founder 5. c. 
of the Jewish nation, was about se- 1921. 
venty-four years of age when he quitted 
&e place of his' natiSdty with hb aged father, 
Terah, and removed into Haran, where he had 
not been long settled before Terah died. Imme- 
lately after the performance of his obsequies, 
Abraham was commanded^ by God, to depart 
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into another land where h^ should enjoy the pro- 
tection of Heaven, sipd experience so felicitous an 
increase, that in his ^eed all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed. He readily obeyed the 
divine call, by migrating with his wife, his 
nephew, and his servants, into the Land of Pro- 
mise, where he pitched his tents in the vicinage 
of Sichem, and built an altar unto the Lord. 
• B. C. Here God vouchsafed to appear to him 
1920. again, confirming the former promise,- and 
assuring him, tihat his posterity should, 
at a future day, possess the country in which he 
.was now a stranger. In a short time, however, 
Abraham was obliged to remove fix)m Egypt, to 
elude the dreadful effects of a great famine, which 
occurred in Canaan. The fear he was in upon 
account of Sarah his wife, whose beauty was suf- 
iSciently striking to endanger the man's life who 
should pass for her husband, made him resolve 
that she should style herself his sister in every 
place where they might .sojourn. From this de- 
scent into Egypt, the generality of chronologers 
compute the space of four hundred and thirty 
years mentioned by St» Paul, agreeably to 
the assertion' of Moses in another place, that 
Israel dwelt in Egypt four hundred and thirty 
years. 
3 Q^ The patriarch had not long resided in 
1919. Egypt before Pharaoh became enamoured 
of Sarah's charms, and took her to his 
court, showing extraordinary favours, for her sake, 
to her pretended brother. The Almighty was, 
however, pleased to interpose on behalf of hia 
servants,, and Pharaoh was made so sensible of 
the anger of Heaven, that he voluntarily restored 
Abraham's wife free from violation^ ind issu^ 



OQt ordeifs (br their safe departuie fiom his do* 
miniioiis.. ' . , 

Abrahan^ immttdiiaitely quitted Egjrpt, and, di« 
lecting.hi^ steps ta Bethel; where tiie lamine had 
BOW ceased). ofiPensd a sacrifice of thanks for his, 
sale return. Ih the mean tune^ the herds of Lot, 
his nephew^ increased so considerably, that sharp 
contentions arose between the herdsmen, and 
Abiaham. resolved to separate in a friendly man- 
feer, as is already related in the history of Moab* 
Upon Lot's departure to the fertile plains of 
Sodom, Abraham removed to the land of Moreh 
in Hdbron, where he contracted a friendship 
with three of the greatest men of the pkce ; viz* 
Mamre, Aner, and Eshcol, who, in piocess of 
tisai». rendered him some important servites, 
mdf assisted Mm in i^scuing Lot froiu Chedor- 



He aterward removed to Hebron, where Go^ 
appealed to him the Mth idme in a vision, and 
encouraged him with fresh assurances of especial 
fayour, adding, thait he would be lus exceecKng 
^reat lewacd* Abraham now ventured to ex- 
postubit^ for the first time, with his Creatov, 
observing, that he could not comprehend h(m 
those reitoraied promises could be fulfilled, while 
he contmued childless, and, to aU appearance, 
should leave his substance to his steward, one 
EUeaoer, of Damascus. God vouchsafed to answer, 
that not EUezer, but a son of his own should iii* 
, herit his property, and promi^d to make his 
posterity Uke the stars ot Heaven for multitude* 
Abraham was, at this time eighty-five years old, 
and Sarah, timied of sevent^-fitur, iifas deemed 
fcaireiK Circumstanoes which mig^t have stag>» 
flared «n ordmary feith) but thie volume ^ HMf 
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Writ, informs us, " he believed in God^ and it 
was imputed to him for righteousness." He, how- 
ever, presumed to demand a sign^ and God 
granted his request. Abraham having killed a 
young heifer, a goat, and a ram, with a pigeon 
and turtle dove, in obedience to the Divine in- 
jimction, divided the beasts in the middle, and 
then joining the pieces, laid the birds upon them, 
whilst he himself stayed to drive away the fowls 
from the sacrifice. As soon as the sun began to 
set, a deep sleep fell upon him, succeeded by a 
horror of great darkness; during which, it was 
revealed to him, that his descendants should 
sojourn, and ])e afflicted in a strange land for the 
term of four hundred years ; but that God would 
afterward punish their oppressors, and bring 
them safely into the promised land. After tiiis 
revelation, Abraham beheld a smoking furnace 
and a burning lamp pass between the victims' as 
a token of the ratification of God's covenant. 
-B. C. Sarah, not suspecting that 9he was to 
19H. bear, the promised child at an age which 
seemed to preclude the possibility of ges- 
tation, resolved to become a mother by proxy> 
according to the custom of that age and country* 
She accordingly persuaded her husband, to take 
her hand-maid Hagar to him : but finding herself 
insulted by the slave whom her kindness had 
raised, she could not refrain from uttering some 
l»tter complaints. Abraham, being anxious to 
convince his wife, that he- still loved her with un- 
abated tenderness, gave her fi^e permission to - 
act in what manner she thought proper. She 
iinmediately adopted so harsh a mode of beha- 
viour, that Hagar fled from her presence, itnd 
wandered to a fountain on the road to Sur^ leading 
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to Egypt* Here she was accosted by an angel oiT 
God, who persuaded her to return to her mistress 
and assured her that she should soon be delivered 
of a scMi, whom she should call Ishmael ; that his 
posterity would be extremely numerous; that 
their hand shotdd be against every man, and every 
man's hand against them ; and that they should 
dwell in the &ce of all their brethren. 

Hagar obeyed the angel's command, and brought 
forth Ishmael in the eighty-sixth year of Abrar 
ham's age. The patriarch brought up thid child 
as the promised heir of all his substance, and 
Hagar prudently concealed what she had learnt 
from the angel, so that near thirteen years elapsed 
after this event, before he received an explicit 
promise that he should have a son by Sarah his 
wife. 

By this time Abraham had attained to the 5, q. 
ninety-ninth year of his age, when God 1898. 
was pleased to ratify his former covenant 
with him, by changing his name from Abram to 
Abraham, assuring him that he should be the 
&ther of many nations; commanding him to 
circumcise all the males in his family on the 
eighth day after their birth ; and informing him 
that Sarah' hia wife should bear a son, who should 
inherit all the promised blesdings, and therefore^ 
her name should be no longer Sarai, but Sarah. 
The patriarch, &Uingon his £aLce, began to intercede 
for the preservation of Ishmael, beyond which he 
deemed it unreasonable to ask any thing. But God 
assured him, that these blessings were not de- 
signed for Ishmael, but for a son, to be bom of 
the hitherto barren Sarah, whom he should name 
Isaac; that the son of Hagar should indeedrbe 
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blessed with a numerous pesteril^y tltit that litoe 
alotie should be entitled to the covenant of pii> 
mise, and that in his seed all nations of the earth 
should be blessed* 

S. c. Abraham, haying chetrfiiUy obeyed the 
1897. command of his Maker With respect to 
the males of his family, wa6 sobn ho^ 
noured with another visit mofe remarkable than 
the former. Sitting one day before the door of 
his tent) he saw three persons at a tUstance^ 
'Whom he supposed to be strangers; and g;oing 
forth to meet them, invited them, respectfullyi 
to paMake. lof a refreshtnent with him* In this 
Inter^ew, his divine guest confirmed his promise 
of Sarahs bearing a sob withiA the year. Sarahj 
who was listiening at the tent door, betrayed her 
incredulity by an involuntary burst of laughter { 
and the sflranger'asked thecatise 6f her irrevet^nt 
mirth, in so serious a tone, that she would ^n 
have denied it ; but it was to no purpose that she 
endeavoured to hide any thing from the heavenly 
visitor, who dismissed her with this gentle re*- 
tproof, that she was highly culpable in mistrusting 
ills assertions, since nothing was impossible with 
God. 

The d^sttal guests now rose u|) ill ord)er to 
IHirsue theinjoumey ^tUtd Abraham akscbm^anied 
.tfiem sesrfe^^art'bf the'W^,tiil99^e of them, whonJk 
•tlie originahcaiis« the Ij6ni*," informed htm that 
ihe cry of Sodotn andGonk>rrah<fandasceadbd to 

. • Thenttnie of Jehdvah, by whlioh Moses^cftlte the stntiir 
'j[:er who conversed with Abraham^- being regarded by the 
jgeherajity 6£ Je^Vs and Christians zs the incommuhicibli 
name of. Gickl, nh ratronilly supposed thii S«ras tWe fifecohd 
iienohiof the(il^stdTriiiity w^o appedired (n IhatlMt. 



Heaven ; and that he was going down to destroy 
those places, if he found their crimes equal to the 
report. 

The patriarch, remembering his nephew, Lot, 
and stimulated by compassion for his fellow- 
creatures, earnestly interceded for such righteous 
men as might be found among the sinners ; and 
■continued his solicitations tiU . he obtained an 
assurance, that if ten just persons were ^^und in 
the place^ God would lay aside his purposed 
jucfgment for their sake* The fate of those cities 
and the deliverance of Lot, having appeared in the 
preceding volume, it is only requisite to observe, 
that Abraham, on the ensuing morning, beheld 
the smoke of the polluted country ascenduig like 
the smoke of a furnace. 

Soon afler this period, Abraham removed from 
the plains of Mamre into the country of the 
Philistines, where king Abimelech secured Sarah 
for his bed, supposing her to have been the 
patriarch's sister ; but God appeared to the Phi- 
listine in a dream, and threatened him with 
instant death, if he did not immediately restore the 
woman to her husband ; . in consequence of 
which, Sarah was sent back with ins^y valuable 
presents. 

At the {^pointed time, Saeah was de- q, o: 
livered of die child of promise, who was 1895. 
circumcised on the Sghth day, and named' 
Isaac, agreeably to the command of the Almighty. 
The venerable couple were now inj the zenith of 
their happiness : Sarah having suckled the infant 
at her own breast, weaned Kim at the customary 
time ; and her pious husband made a feast to all 
his household on the joyful occasion. But this 
felicity suffered some alloy from the jealousy, 
Vol. IL G 
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•whtch Isaac occasioned to Hagar and her son ; 

§0T Isaac had scarcely attained his seventh year, 

\dien his mother, perceiving that Ishmaeltreated 

/ him with disrespect, resolved to part them for 

^ver, that the son of the bond-woman might 

have no share in the inheritance* Though Abrs^ 

ham^loved his wife so tenderly, that he could deny 

her nothing, yet he considered her intention as 

cruel and unreasonable ; but God confirming 

Sarah^s request, and promising to make Ishmael 

•the father of a great, nation, he vras at length 

prevadled on to send Hagar and her son away. 

About twenty^five years after dus event, Abra- 
ham's &ith and obedience were put to the most 
severe test, be being commanded by the Almighty 
U> take Isaac, his only and deaiiy beloved son, 
to a certain -mouiitain, and there to offer him up 
^as a iximt-sacsifice* The justly-celebrated patri- 
arch, withoat presiuning to expostulate upon the 
severity of these orders, resolved to obey ; leaving 
to God the performance of his own promises. 
^He accordingly set out, the very next morning, 
and,. on the third day, came within sight of 
Mount Moriah, the place appointed £r the 
dreadful sacrifice. Leaving his servants behind, 
he ascended the mountain with the darling of his 
old age, laden with the wood and other materials 
for a bumt-ofitTin^* Isaac, seeu^ nothing of a 
victim, could not fori^ear questi<»iing his father, 
who replied, calmly, that God would provide a 
lamb for the occasion. Havmg built an altar, 
and bid the wood in order, Abraham bound his 
son, and stretched out his iiand to give the fetal 
blow : but God was pleased to countermand his 
injunction, and to r^ew all his promises to his 
weil«tried servant, who had not attempted to witin 



htM his onfy $on from him* Abraham then dis« 
cavered a ramv caught by the horns in a bush, 
which he immediately sacrificed instead of his 
SOU) and, in memory of the transaction, called 
the plad; Jehovah-jire, t/ie Lord vnllprvoide^ al« 
hiding'* to the answer he had given Isaac dti 
ascending the mountain. He soon after heard 
the welcome news, that his 6ister4n*law, Milcah» 
had borne a numerous issue, a circumstance 
which induced him to send to that femily for a 
wife for Isaac 

Abraham appears to have lived in the q. q, 
utmost tmnquillitf with Isaac and Saiah, i860, 
tin his happiness was disturbed by the 
death of the latter, which happened in the hon« 
dred and twenty ^seventh year of ller age, in tiie 
city of Hebron; Her husband went tiuther to 
mourn for her, and to procure her an honourable 
sepulture. He accordhigly purchased the cave of 
Machpelah, with the field belonging to it, from 
Ephron the Hittite, for four hundred |MeceS of 
silver,' and deposited in that place the remains of 
his beloved wife. 

• Tile patriarch, bekig anxious to see g. q^ 
Isaac married to some branch of his own issrl 
fitmiljr, cal^d' one of his most faithful 
senonts to Inm, and having compelled him to 
take an oath that he would execute his commission 
With fidelity, gare hitn suitable instiuctions to 
conclude the marriage* The servant ]»oGeeded 
with all possible sp^ to Haran, where Abra- 
ham's brother resided, and partly by rich presents, 
and partly by the favourat^ account he gave 
of Abraham's wealth and grandeur, easily ob* 
tained the beautifol Rebecca for his young master* 
Having thus acquitted himself of his commission, 



(M JEWS. 

he hastened back to Abraham ; and Rebecta 
was received by Isaac with every mark of affec- 
tionate respect* 

B, c. Abraham^ though greatly delighted with 
I860, the marriage of his san^ deemed it advk« 
able to cimisole himself for the k>8s of his 
beloved Sarah, by espousing Keturah, after he had 
continued a widower for several years* By this 
union he had -six sons, whom he afterward por* 
tjpned, that they might not interfere with Isfiac's 
inh^eritance. They accordingly went to the east**.* 
ward of fieersheba and the ^d of Canaan, and 
settled in both Arabias, where some traces of 
their name may still be found* 

Nothing, more is rei^orded of this famous patri- 
arch,, but, that he died in the hundred and 
seventy-fiftKyear of his age, and was buried by 
his sons, Isaac and Ishmael, mthe sepulchral cave 
ofMachpelah. 

B. c. Rebecca, who had continued barren for 
1838. upwards of nineteen years, was at length . 
delivered of two sons, whom she called 
Esau and Jacob* Esau became a great hunter, 
and, consequently, the darling of his father, who 
was very fond of venison; but Jacob was the' 
especial &vourite of his mother, who knew, by. 
revelation, that he should inherit the blessing. 
This knowlec^ she probably communicated to. 
the object of her maternal love, as he was not/ 
above twenty years old when he contrived to make 
his brother swear away his birthright* 

Isaac, having removed to Gerar, in conse* 
quence of a &nune, and formed an amicable 
treaty with king Abimelech, resolved to confer 
a solemn benediction on his first-born Esau, 
before he died* He therefore commanded. 
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fasm to go in quest of some venison, and dress 
it to his palate ; expressing a wish to put 
his design in execution immediately. Esau cheer- 
faHy obeyed these injunctions ; but Rebecca^ 
having overheard the discourse, caused Jacob to 
personate his brother, and executed her plan with 
such admirable prudence, that Isaac had pro- 
nounced the irrevocable blessing, before his eldest 
son returned from the chase. Jacob hastened to 
acquaint his mother with their brilliant success, 
and Esau was soon convinced that he had been 
circumvented in his absence* A pathetic scene 
ensued between the venerable patriarch and his 
afllicled son ; but the former strenuously insisted 
that his blessing should remain with Jacob* 
However, to assui^ Esau's excessive g^ef, he 
blessed him also in these words, ^ Thy dwelling 
shall be the fetness of the earth, and of the dew 
of Heaven from above : by thy sword and thy 
bow shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother f 
and it ^all come to pass, that when thou shalt 
have the domtinion, thou shalt break his yoke from 
off thy neck*^ This benediction was, however, so 
iarfrom composing the mind of Esau, that he is 
said to have resolved on Jacob's assassination, 
and dropped such hints of his daik design, that 
Rebecca found a' pretence for sending the object 
of his' resentment beyond hi& reach, to Padan 
Aram* 

Jacob beii^ greatly encouraged by a singular 
dream, in the vicinage of Luz, proceeded cheer- 
(any on his journey, till he arrived at the house of 
hi* uncle Laban. Here he was received with 
every demonstration of joy y and an agreement* 
was soon made, by virtue of which, he was to 
serve- his relative seven yearS) on condition of 

G2 
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being rewarded with the hand of the beauteous 
Rachel* At the expiration of the stated tiiaei 
Jacob demanded the dear remuneration of bis 
labour, but Laban contrived to deceive him, by 
introducing him to the apartment of Leah. The 
bridegroom, finding, at the return of day, that 
instead of his beloved Rachel, he was united to 
her homely sister, expressed his resentment of his 
uncle's duplicity in the strongest terms. Labaa 
apologised for his behaviour by observing, that, 
it was an unprecedented thing in that country, . 
to marry the youngest sister before the eldest ; , 
and pacified his nephew, by offering to give him , 
Rachel also at the expiration of the nuptial week, 
for the benefit of seven other years of fidthful 
scnice. 

B.C. Jacob's behaviour was extremely dif-. 
1757. ferent toward his two wives. Rachel 
having the entire possession of his heart,, 
whilst Leah was obliged to content hersielf with . 
mere civility. Yet the latter was made the happy 
mother of many children,, whilst her sister was, 
fi>r a considerable length of time, supposed to 
be barren. Leah was soon delivered of a soa^ 
whom she named Reuben, intimating tlu^God^ 
had seen her alHiction, and given her a child, 
which might, probably, endear her to her hus- 
band. She afterward bore another whom she, 
called Simeon, because shfe said the Alm^ty^ 
had listened tO' her con^daint ; her third she" 
distinguished by the name of Levi, hoping her. 
husbaund would be now cordially jcuned ta her ; 
and the fourth she called Judah, thinking heVaelf 
bound to praise God for his repeated landea* 
; Rachel tras by this time so extremely mortified, 
at her rater's finiitfiihiesa, that jdie be|^ to mucs,. 
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mur agaiiu^ th^dkpensatkms of Providence, and • 
peevishly toM her husband^ thfit unless he gave 
her ehildren also, she should assuredly die with 
grief. Jacob replied that he was not possessed 
of the power of working miracles ; and exhorted 
her to look up to God for the fulfilment of her 
desire, instead of provoking the divine anger by 
her unavailing discontent* This answer silenced 
her upbraidings, and she gave her maid fiilhah to 
Jacob, by. whom he had two sons ; the first of 
which Rachel called Dan, to imply that God had 
judged in her Javcwr ; and the other she called 
Naphtali, to express the struggles she had with 
her sister. 

Leah, sui^sing that she had left off bearing, 
gave her maid ZUpali to Jacob, whose first son 
she named Gad (a trocfij expecting more to fol- 
low ; and the next she csdled Asher, on account of 
the felicity which she now enjoyed. She was, 
herself, delivered of two more sons, whom she 
eddied Issachar and 2^ebulun ; and had likewise a 
daughter, whom she named Dinah. Rachel's > 
inquietude Was also at length, appeased, as 
God vouchsafed to grant her a son, whom she 
called Joseph. 

Jacob havmgnowcompletedhisfourteenyear^of 
servitude, requested Laban's permission to remove, 
with his &mily, to the residence of his venerable 
parents. But the great advantages, which had 
already resulted fix>m his.fid^tyand attention, 
rendered his uncle extcemely aiPfrse to his pro* 
]y>ial, andinducedhimto ofkr firesh wages,.upoa 
condition, that he should relinc^sli hut design. 
An agreement wassoon executed ; hnt Laban'a. 
avarice.inv^nted so-many stratagems to defiraud 
lus 8on4or4a9rf that the Jatter was eooipeltod to 
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use others in his own defence^ which were ftt-* 
tended with such signal success, that he became' 
exceedingly rich, while Laban's property gf(Ei«« 
dually diminished. 

]g, Q^ That peculiar blessing, which was evi-' 
1739. dently stamped by Heaven itself on all the 
concerns of Jacob, gave such umbrage to* 
Laban and his sons, that they began to abate of 
their former respectftil behaviour, and to regard 
him with the jaundiced eye of jealousy. Jacob>' 
accordingly, resolved to quit a place which no 
longer afforded him the blessings of content ; and . 
having imparted his deedgn to his wives, com*- 
menced his journey, with all his household, to> 
the Land of Canaan, while his uncle was engaged, . 
at some distance, in sheep-shearing. Labsm re- 
ceived intelligence of this transaction on the third 
day, and went immediately in pursuit €i the 
fugitives ; but seven days elapsed before heover* 
took them, by which ^me they had crossed the 
Euphrates, and formed a temporary encampment 
on the mountains of Gilead. 

Laban had, in all probability, formed some 
evil design against Jacob, but, being intimidated 
by a vision from God in his sleep, he cositented- 
himself with upbraiding his relative with a pre- 
cipitate flight, which deprived him of the satis- ' 
faction o{ caressing his daughters and children, 
and of dismisung them with the eustomary 
ceremonies <^mu8ic and dancing. He also accused 
him of stei^g his gods, which Rachel had, in fact, 
taken and concealed among the camel's furniture* 
To the first part of this compkdnt, Jacob readily 
answered, by adverting to the various frauds- 
which had been practised by his covetous uncle ; ' 
and by expatiatkig on^ the ungratefol peCums that- 



had been made to his long and well tried services* 
But with respect to the theft he avowed his igno- 
rance of the whole concern, and commanded that 
the most diligent search should be instantly made 
for the idols, m order that the culprit, if discovered^ 
should be put to death. Laban lost no time, but 
sfiarijbed every tent with the utmost care: his 
labour however was rendered fruitless by RacheFs 
presence of mind ; and he was at last obliged to 
submit to tiie loss of his precious goods. Some 
frteh expostulati<»]s now ensued between Laban 
and Jacob, who mutually agreed to rear a pile of 
stones^ as a standing monument of their friend- 
ship and pacific intentions. This disign was im- 
mcidiately executed ; a sacrifice was offered to 
God upon the occasion ; the residue of the day 
was devoted to festivity; and next morning La- 
ban, havii^ bestowed his benedictions on the 
whole &mily, returned to Padan-Aram. 
> Jacob :had no sooner obtained a complete de- 
liverance from Laban'a tyranny, than he began . 
tp drec0 the effects of his elder brother's resent- 
ment, tibQUgh his anxiety was, in some measure, 
aihiyed'by a vision of a host of angels, who ap- 
(geared to him on the road. He dispatched mes- 
sengers to acquaint Esau with the prosperous 
slate of his afilEdrS) and to announce his return ^ 
firom Mesopotamia. Esau immediately went 
forth to meet him with so numerous a train of 
followers, that Jacob concluded he caipe for his 
destruction. Witii'this idea, he divided his family 
into two bands, that if one perished, the other : 
might escape ; addressed himself to God, in thp 
language of true humility, for needful succour ; 
and comi|ianded his servants to advance, with^ 
wmt vdoabte preseni^s of cattle, j^words hid bro«. 
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ther, whose esteem might possibly be conciliated 
by so respectful a mode of conduct. 

Having made tljesc arrangements in the best 
manner his time and exigence would permit, he 
caused his family and flocks to pass the brook 
Jabbok very early in the morning, whilst he 
himself tarried at Mahanaim, and obtained a 
blessing from a divine apparition in the form of a 
man, ynth which he wrestled till break of day. 
His name was now changed from Jacob to Israd, 
which signifies a man that Yiz& prevailed with God; 
and the new assurances which he received of 
the heavenly protection encouraged him to pror- 
ceed cheerfully, till he had overtaken his family^ 
His interview with Esau was pleasingly affecting* 
and he received a pressing invitation to Mount 
Seir; but thought proper to turn towards Sue* 
coth, whence he afterward removed to SalemV 
a city belonging to the Sechemites, wherfe he 
settled, and erected an altar, which he conse- 
crated to the " mighty God of Israel*" 
B. C. ^^ ^^^ situation Jacob might, in aA 
173% probability, have long enjoyed the bless- 
ings of domestic felicity, and the unfeign- 
ed respect of his neighbours, had not his two sons 
Simeon and Levi compelled him, by their trea- 
cherous massacre of the Sechemites, to remove 
nearer Maitire, where his father still resided* 

Shortly after this event, Jacob, in obedience to 
the command of his Maker, cpnducted his &mily 
to Luz, afterward called Beth-el, where he built 
an altar, and called it £l-Beth-el, or the God of 
Beth^k His continuance at this place was how- 
ever of short duration, as he was extremely anx- 
ious to visit his beloved &ther» In his journey 
towards Ephrath, Rachel feU in labour, and per* • 
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t^etvii^ her apptoaclung difl^lution, called the 
child Benoniy.or the son of my affictUm ; but idler 
her decease, Jacob changed that melancholy name 
into Benjamin^ ot the eon qf my right hand. Ra- 
chel was interred in the way to Ephrath, and a 
.stone monument was raised upon her grave. 
About the same time Reuben, having fallen in 
love with Bilhah, his father's concubine, commit- 
ted an outrage, which made so deep an inxpression 
pn Jacob's heart, that he grieved for it to the day 
xi his death. 

Jacob at length arrived at the dwelling of his 
old &ther, with whom he continued till the good 
paUiarch yielded his spirit into the hand of his 
Maker, in the hundred and eightieth year of hb 
^e. He was buried by his two sons in the cave 
of Machpelah, with Abraham and Sarah* 

The felicity, which Jacob had experi- 3. q^ 
fenced during his last residence with his 1739. 
^belpved parent, had suffered a sensible 
diminution by the illiberal disposition and cruel 
conduct of some part of his &mily. Joseph, who 
was then about seventeen years of ag^, and the 
peculiar darling of his &ther, became the object 
of his brethren's envy on account of his superior 
accomplishments, and the austerity of his virtue, , 
which prompted him to make Jacob acquainted 
with the reprehensible conduct of the sons of 
Bilhah and 2ilpah. But envy was suddenly con- 
verted into the most irreconcilable hatred by his 
telling them some remarkable dreams, which 
clearly prefigured his future exaltation, and the 
humiliation of his brethren. From this time they 
resolved on his destruction, and embraced the 
first opportunity of delivering themselves from, 
the restrainty which his presence usually imposed 



72 JEWS. 

xm their actions. They agreed to kill him, and' 
persuade their father Uiat he was devoured bj 
some wild beast ; but Reuben having prevailed on 
them to cast him into a pit where he might die 
with hunger, they changed their design^ and- sold 
him to a troop of Ishmaelites, who happened U> 
pass with balm and spices, on their way to 
Egypt. Reuben) who was absent during this 
transaction, expresses the utmost astonishment 
when he perceived Joseph was gone, and uttered 
such lamentable complaints, as rendered the ins 
human brothers still .'more solicitous to conceal 
the "steps they had taken* It was, however, uhp- 
versally agreed, that Jacob should' be deceived 
respecting the fkte of his beloved child ; in con- 
sequence of which Joseph's party-coloured coat 
was dipped in the blood of a kid and sent to the 
good patriarch, who, recc^ising the garment, 
exclaimed in an agony of despair, '< Joseph is 
without doubt rent" in jMeoes;"" and took his*ima- 
ginary loss so much to heart, that he did hot cease 
mourning on account of it, till he heaid the sur- 
prising news of his son's advancement in Egypt* 

Joseph happened to be sold' to an ofEcer of the 
' king's guard, named Podpliar, whom he served 
with such ' diligence, zeal, and fidelity, that he 
was soon entrusted with the entire management 
of his master's affairs. In this situation he* cap- 
tivated the affections of Potiphar's wife, who 
made several attempts to seduce him into a comi^ 
pliance with her unlawiiil desires ; and one day, 
in particular, accosted hini in so passionate a 
manner, that Joseph fled abruptly from the house, 
leaving his upper garment, which she had laid hold 
of, in her hands. This repulse transported her 
instantaneously from the extreme of wanton love 



tff thftt of irevenge: she accordingly brought to- 
lielherall her domestics who were within hearing, 
iiAd charged the innocent Hebrew with her own 
crime^ producing the garment as a confirmatioa 
of her tale. Potiphar, being deceived by his per- 
fidious wife) was violently incensed against his 
servant) and caused him to be immediately 
&rown into prison* 

' Joseph had not been long in this melancholy 
situation, before he ingratiated himself so efTectu* 
ally with the Egyptian gaoler, that he intrusted 
lum^ with the care of all the prisoners* Two of 
these persons, viz. Pharaoh's chief butler and 
baker, acquainted Joseph with some remarkable 
dreams ; which he readily interpreted^ and also 
predicted the precise time of their accomplish- 
ment; observing, that within three days the 
butler should be restored to his employment, 
and the baker put to death. He then implored 
the assistance and interest of the former, relating 
the sad story of his early captivity, the injus- 
tice of his late mistress, and what else might 
be deemed suitable for the accomplishment of his 
design in s^pealing to the humanity of his fellow 
prisoner. 

On the predicted day Pharaoh's prisoners were 
taken from confinement ; when the chief baker 
was suspended from a tree, and the chief butler 
reinstated in the full possession of his place 
and privileges. But tlie promise which he had 
given to J(»eph vras now forgotten, amidst tlie 
-splendour of the palace, and two years elapsed 
before the unfortunate son of Jacob obtained the 
expected deliverance. 

Vol. II. A 



74 JEWS* 

B. c. About this time the Egyptkn mon^irch 
1715. was greatly disturbed by two remarkable 
dreams*, which were justly considered a^ 
portentousof acme great event or accident, though 
the magicians were unable to explain th^m. hh 
seph'wasthen, upon the butler's recommendatifOOy 
sent for out of prison ; and the interpretation 
which he gave, together with the excellent adyic^ 
he offered upon the important occasicm, con- 
ciliated the king's esteem, and elevated him. tx$ 
the seccmd station in the land* 

Joseph, being now arrayed in the most cosdjr 
Mbes, honoured with Pharaoh's warmest esteem^ 
jffid seated in the second chariot of state, whilst 
the men who. ran before, it cried, ^^Bow the 
knee,'' made a progress through the whole king* 
dom; erected granaries, appointed proper officers 
in every place, and arranged all thitigs with such 
requisite foresight and application, that before 
the expiration of the plentiful years, he found his 
y stores filled above numbering. During this time 
the king had given Jiim the name of Zaphnah* 
Paaheah, or a rev«aler of secrets ; and bestowed 
cm him in marris^ the daughter of Podpherah^ 
priest of On, by whom he had two sons; the firsf 
of whom he called Manasseh, to express that 
*^ God had made him forget sQl -his toil ;" and 
the second he named Ephraim, because his Maker 
had rendered him fruitful in the land of his «^ 
fliction* 

The seven plentifol years, implied by the first 
part of Pharaoh's dream were immedmtely suc- 
ceeded by those ci femine ; nor was the scarcity 
confined to Egypt, but severely felt in tte 

• Vide Qenests ili. 
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land of CanaaH) and the adjoinxng^ hatioiis. A& 
soon therefore as the Egyptians began to be in 
want of bread) Joseph commanded his stores ta 
be opened} and com to be sold to the people/ 
who &x:ked thither from all parts. 

Jacbb heanng of the political measures which 
had been taken m Egypt, sent ten of his sonsT 
thither to purchase grain, and kept on^y Benjamin 
at home. Upon their arrival they were directed 
to thef governor, who instantly recognised their' 
features, and beheld the accoinplishment of his 
dream in their humble prostrations. He there- 
fore demanded, in an angry tone of voice, 
whence they came ; and upon their ahsilirering 
frotti Canaan, accused them of t>eing spies ; who^' 
under the pretence of buying corn, design^ -to 
examii^ the .Weakness of the land. To this* 
chfifge. ■ Uijqr relied, m the most submissive 
msenner, by asserting that .they were all' one 
man's sons ; and had left a 3r6unger> btptber 
with their Mbftr^ Vfho had been tressed iiiridi' 
Rn<^er besides^ but he was now no more. Jd« 
sepb, taking advantage of this declaration, told 
theib; "v^itji an imperious $iir, that unless one of 
tbelm woiiki consent to fetch this youngest son,* 
whiHst the rest were detained in custody, he 
should be fully persuaded of their, tt^achenms 
intentions, and should punish them accordingly. 

At the expiration of three days, ddring virhich' 
thty had all been in confinement, he sent for 
thetn, and in a milder tone proposed that nine of 
them should depart with provision for Uieir 
&mily, while otif might remain in pnsoh, till the 
anivBl of the yoimgest brother should prove their 
fllneerity. He then caused Simeon to be' bound 
bofot^ Uieir eyeS) whilst he had the pleasure to^ 
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hear thein express their contrition for their in« 
human conduct towards their brother Joseph, oq 
whose account) they unanimously agreed, they 
were now chastised by the righteous providence 
of God, 

The disconsolate brethren were now suffered 
to set out on their return, but had not travelled 
&r^ when they were equally dismayed and asto^ 
nished by finding their money in their sacks* 
They immediately supposed that the' haughty 
Egyptian lord had devised this expedient for their 
ruin, and doubted not but their next visit would 
be productive of the most direful misfortunes*, 
With these ideas they returned to their fathex> 
and acquainted him with their morUfying adven- 
tui^9. The patriarch was much grieved at the 
detention of SimeoU) and the harrii behaviouit oi^ 
the governor: but when he. uskderstood that. 
Benjamin the darling of his souU and the ofi- 
apiing.of his beloved Rachel^ must of necessity 
be carried to Egypt, his aged heart was over«^ 
whelmed with sorrow, the recollection of past 
aiBictions rushed into his mind, and he exclsdm-. 
ed, in the bitterness of his soul, ^ My SQn shall, 
not go down: for his brother is dead, and he ia, 
left alone* If mischief befal him by the way* 
th.en will my gr^y hairs be brought down with- 
sorrow to the grave." 

At length, however, the famine increasing, 
and the provision being nearly exhausted, Jacol^ 
was pi^vsuled on to part with his favourite son^ 
for atime, in order that Kmeon might b^ set a^ 
liberty, and his household preserved from de^ 
struction. He accordingly prepared such prejsentS: 
a$ he thought would be most acceptable to the? 
Egyptian, and having given the strictest ch^i£^^ 
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fcsi^ecting Bfeiqainin> fomi^hed his sons with H 
liippljr of mone^, and earnestly entreated Ita 
Almighty to crown their journey with sucee^tf. 

When they presented themselves before Joseph^ 
l^^Comtnaiided hts steward to conduct them to 
l^s house,' where h^ intended they should diae 
with hitn. *Bilt they, suspecting a design wa» 
forming against their liberty on account of the 
money they had recently found in their sacksy 
Addressed themselves to the steward, and assured 
Mm they had brotlght it back, with a fresh supply 
for other provision.* The mfian desired them to 
lay aside' their ill-grounded apprehensions*; and 
after introducing ^en>Nto their brother Simeon^ 
mfermed diem thev wfef;e to (Kne with the 
governor, who would return by noom 

Joseph made^ his appearance ait the appointed 
hour, and honoured them t^h a fiiendly saluta- 
tion, inquiring after their fathier's health, -and" 
demanding Whether that was their youngest bro- 
liier who stood bpfore him. Benjamin bowed' 
ftis head in token of replt, and Joseph having 
blessed him, commanded the dinner to be terved. 
They were placed according to their seiiiorfty, 
whilst he sat at one table by himself, and his 
Egyptian friends at another; foi* it was ah abo- 
nwnatiqn to the Egyptians to eat whh the He- 
lire^s. Joseph, according to the custom' of the 
country, sent dishes from* his own table to all- his 
brethren ; but Benjamin's portiwi wasr five tid^s *^ 
liii'gerthan any of the rest. 
' After the^ had partaken of this I'epast, the softs, 
of Jacob began to think of taking their leave"; 

^'fliis^as a partaculat mark of iespect or affectiofi' 
t^fti^llie ptKt<^ to Wlionn it tr^t sem. 

H2 
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^d next morning set out on their return to 
tiidr father: but Joseph's steward, overtaking 
them at some distance from the citf , accused 
them of purloining his lord's drinking cup ; and 
to their inexpressible' amazement found the prch 
perty in Benjamin's sack. Confounded at this 
teitible accident, and distracted for the safety of 
the supposed thief, they returned with all possible 
basle tO' Joseph who reprimanded them warmly 
for their ingratitude; but consented to pardon 
them all, except the person on whom the cup 
was found. He therefore told them, that he 
should retain Benjamin in skvery, and desired 
the rest to go home in peace. 
: Upon t;his declaration, Judah stepped forward 
to plead the .cause of the imaginary culprit* He 
addressed himself to Joseph in the most pathetic 
language, expatiating on Israel's extreme fond- 
ness ; ^adverting to his own solemn engagement 
for the safety of the youth ; offeiing hims^f with 
unfeigned zeal as an equivalent for his brother ; 
and drawing a lively picture of those inconipar* 
able agonies which must inevitably rend the heart 
of a venerable parent, in case his present peti* 
tion was disregarded. . Joseph listened for some 
time in silence to this affecting language, but at 
length his emotion became so visible, that he 
was forced to send all the by-standers away, while 
l>e made himself known to his brethren, llien 
guying free vent to his tears, he embraced them 
with inexpressible tenderness, assured them of 
his forgiveness for their intentional cruelty, and 
reminded them that his early captivity had, under 
the direction of Providence, been" productive of 
the greatest bles^gs to himself, to them, and to 
all Egypt. Pharaoh, bdng infonaed in the mean 
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time that Josei^'s bre^nen were come to hi^ 
corny was pleased to issue out orders for theic- 
removal into his dominionSf promising^ they 
should never want sustenance or protection; 
and Joseph) in oompliance with the onders of his 
royal patroQy sent immediately for his &ther. 

Jacob) on the return of his sons, inquired jea-. 
geriy for his beloved Benjamin, and thoi^g^t 
himself sufiKdentlv happy in clas(»ng that cAJgjstt 
of paternal affection once more to his generous 
bosom* But when he heard the astonishuig news 
of Joseph's safety and exalted situation, the ve- 
lieiable Hebrew fainted beneath the oppressive 
emotions of his soul, and on reviving seemed to 
doubt whether it was not an illusion. At length, 
however, he regained sufficient strength to look, 
on Uie, rich presents, and the caiiiages, which 
were sent by Pharaoh's command ; when raising 
his eyes to Heaven, he exclaimed with allthe 
enthusiasm of mingled love and gratitude, >' It 
is enough ; Joseph, my .son, is yet alive ; I wiU 
go and see him before I die." 

Joseph was no sooner informed of his father's | 
afquroach, than he went to meet him, and their 
mutual emotions upon this occasion were such as. 
may be better imagined than expressed* The 
patriarch and his sons were then presented to . 
Pharaoh, and received the royal permission to. 
settle in the land of Goshen, where they received 
a constant supply from the granaries during the' 
&mine, and were intrusted with the care of the; 
flo6ks and herds belongii^ to the king. 

In this situation the&mily of Israel inci^ased. 
rapidly in wealth and numbers, under the blessing 
of God and the provident care, of Joseph. At' 
length Jacob findmg by the visible d^y of his 
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bodily strength, that Ins dissohition was at handr 
sent for his beloved son, and entreated that his 
body might be carried, after his decease, to- 
Machpelah, and there deposited with his ancestors. 
Joseph cheerfullf took an oath to foHH this desire y 
and Israd bowed himself npon the bed's head} inr 
token of g^titude to his creator* 
S. C. Shortly after this transaction, Joseph 
1689. presented his two sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim, to his lather, requesting him to' 
bless them before he (fied. Jacob, at the sight of 
his grand-children, sat up in his bed> though now 
in his last illness, and . after recapitulating the* 
glorious promises he had received from the Al- 
mighty concerning the future acquisitions of his 
numerous posterity, he observed, that for the sake- 
of his beloved Rachel the sons of Joseph should' 
be called the two tribe&of Manasseh and Ephraim^ 
and as such should receive a double lot inth^ 
divisibn of the Promised land* The children' 
were then brought to ^e bedside^ and .placed, 
by Joseph, in such a manner that the patriarth 
might lay his right hand upon the' head of the 
eldest, and his left upon that of the youngest ; 
but Jacob, by crossing his arms, reversed the in- 
tended position. This being attributed to a nus*-^ 
take, Joseph attempted to rectify itf buthis&ther 
told hini he acted by a divine impulse, and' 
in blessing the youths he not only preferred ' 
Ephraim to Manasseh, but gave him much the' 
nobler benediction* 

Israel now caused his other sons to b^ assem*** 
bled, and having pronounced a prophetical blfess- 
ing to every tribe, reminded thenl of his 'eatnest; 
desire' to be buried in the cave of Wacfhpdali;'' 
after which he composed himself iir ftis bed, and ^ 
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etpired, in the hundred and forty-8eve1ith year of 
his age» having reuded seventeen years in the land 
ofG^o9ben< 

Joseph} after bedewing the coipse with a pro- 
fiiBionofteara»and expressing all theiihal sorrow 
which the loss of so dear a relative coiild inspire, 
ac<^^j^ted his sovereign with the mournful event, 
and began to make suitable preparations for the 
fiio^iil* The body was accoixlingly embalmed 
with the customary ceremonies ; the Egyptians 
devoted seventy days to respectful bunentation ^ 
-and the mournful procession was attended by all 
the males of Jacob's fiunily, the chief ofiicers of 
the king's household, and the grandees of the 
kinifdom. As soon as. the cavalcade, conslstiuflr 
o(a vaot multitude of harlots and horsemen^ haa 
crossed the river Jordan, thev made a halt of 
sevien days at the threshing floor of Atad, and 
there pf rfonned a fimeral ceremony, which in*f 
dQ^ the Canaanites to c«dl the place Abel-Miz« 
raim, or the mourning of the JSIgi^fuiaM. TheQ 
resuming their march, they proceeded to Mach* 
pelah, where the sons of Israel performed his 
obsequies, and then returned to Egypt with the 
rest of the company. 

Joseph's brethren, beifig now deprived of their 
parent's protection, and dreading the resentment 
of the governor, whom they had once treated 
with the most unpardonable cruelty, sent an hum- 
ble message to inform him that it was their fiither^, 
earnest wish he should forget all past injuries, 
and still indulge them with his.protecUon* Jo- 
seph immediately sent for his petitioners, received 
them with all the warmth of fraternal tenderness,' 
and. gave them such unequivocal assurances of 
aSectioo and support, that they departed to. theic 



respective families with jofful hearts, thocig(fr 
proiaably astonished at that magnanimous dispo- 
sition, to which they tliemselves appear ti& have« 
been utter strangers. 

B. c. Nothing more is recorded of this familjr^ 
1630. till the period of Joseph's death; when he 
sent for his brethren, and assured them- 
that God would certainly fulfil his immutable- 
promise, and establish their posterity in the land 
of Canaan. He therefore requested, that* they' 
would not inter his remains in Goshen, bas^ 
deposit them in some secure place, and, on the 
accomplishment of his prediction, carry them to 
the spot of ground which his beloved father bad' 
giv€fa htm by his last will. Having expressed 
this wish to his brethreoy ^mA taken an oath of 
them for its due fulfilment, Joseph breathed out' 
his Moulin 'the himdred and tenth year of his age,* 
having continued eighty years in possesucai of 
those nonours, which PhaiiKA conferred u^oa Ma^ 
extraordinary merit. ^ 



SECT. IV. 

TTte HUtmf of the Jfc«w, from the Commeweentmi 
of their Egyptian Bondage to their Entrance into 
the Land of Promise* 

THE time when the Israelites were fiihst o^ 
I»«ssed in the land of Egypt caimot now 
be accurately determined, neither woiMit-M 
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leasy to ascertain how long they had g;Teaned -be» 
neath their bondage when Moses was bOm. If| 
however, the time be uncertain, the cause is suffi* 
ciently obvious, viz* the prodig^us increase of 
their population, which excited the jealousy of 
the Egyptians^ and induced them to weaken so 
/ormidskble a multitude by taxes, labours, and 
every species of oppression* -^ ^' 

This persecution began un^ler the reign of a 
new monarch, who was eith^ unacquainted with 
Joseph, or had forgotten the important services 
.which that prudent minister had rendered both 
to the crown and nation of Egypt* Findings at 
the expiration of several years, that nei- b. C* 
t^er the haixlships he laid upon the 1573^ 
Israelites nor the cruelties his officers used 
toward them, could prevent their increasing as 
Sa&t as ever,. he sent for the two chief Hebrenf 
midwives, and strictly commanded theni to de- 
stroy every new-bom male, letting the females 
take their chance* But these women, who feared 
God and abhorred the idea of so barbarous an 
office, neglected the royal comniand, and saved 
all the children without discrimination* Pharaoh, 
incensed at the frustration of his design, issued 
out an edict under the severest penalties, that 
every male child of the Hebrews should be thrown 
into the Nile as soon as it was born, and that 
none but the females should be suffered to live ; 
by which inhuman decree the Israelites were 
reduce^ to the melancholy necessity of drowning 
their own children, or of seeing them drowned 
by the Egyptians. .They were accordingly thrown 
into the utmost constemation,-and doubtless be* 
^^41 to imagine, that God had either forgotten pr 
^revoked his gracious promises. But the g^eat 
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Object oF their adoration^ whose ()e&igns could 
not be frustiuted by pHvate artifice or open vi6>- 
lenccy made die tyraimical author of their misery 
the instrument of bringing up that very in&nt, 
who t^as destined to b^ the deliverer of their un< 
hai^y tribes* 

]}, q\ Amnfin, the wm of Kohath, and Joche- 
1571. bed, the daughter of Levi, were blessed 
with two cluidren, Miriam and Aaron, 
before the promulgation of Pharaoh's edi<^ ; but 
Moses being bom some time after, and proving 
a t)eaudful child, the parents felt a more than 
ordinary reluctance to destroy him. They accord- 
ingly ventured to conceal him for the space of 
three months, till fearing the extreme danger of 
a discovery, which would have proved equally 
fatal to him and themselves, they enclosed him in 
a small ark of bulrushes, and committed him to 
the mercy of the waves, leaving his sister Miriam 
at a convenient distance to watch the event* 

The little vessel was soon impeded in its pro- 
gress by the reeds and flags vnth which the Nile 
abounds ; and Pharaoh's daughter who was then 
walking by the side of the river, inmtediately sent 
some of her attendants to fetch it* Her surprise 
at the sight of so lovely an infiint, bathed in tears 
and thus cruelly exposed, was soon converted to the 
most irresistible comp^ion^ She doubted not 
but it was the child of some unfortunate Hebrew, 
who laboured beneath her father's tyranny ; and 
^er |nty tbld her it was an inchspensable duty 
to save him from the common ruin* At this 
moment young Miriam approached the princess, 
and obtained permission to fetch a Hebrew nurse 
to ruckle the foundling ; inconsequence of which 
the happy Jochebed r^eived Uie dear mfant 



.(^^aki'to bierarn^S) witha strict injunction to- uae 
Ih);ii as tenderly as if he were her own. A9, the 
roy^ deliverer did not know the child's name) 
she called him Moses, to express the circumatance 
, of his having been drawn out of tbe water, and 
' dismissed Jochebed, with the promise.of an ample 
reward, who immediately hastened home to im- 
part her rapturous felicity to her beloved hus- 
band. 

^ In process of time the child was taken to Phsr 
raoh's daughter, who adopted him for her son, 
.and caused him to be instructed in all the learn- 
ing of the Egyptians. Moses had, however, 
' received such excellent advice from his parents 
(Concerning the. true worship of his Creator, that 
be made no other use of his princely education, 
than to confifm hiniself the more against the gross 
superstitions and idolatry of the courtiers* -He 
aiccordingly preferred the reproachful name of -an 
Israelite to all the honours which an impious ao* 
vereign could bestow ; and he embraced: .every 
opportunity of visidng the sacred people, 'and 
relieving their- oppressions ^o the ibest of this 
.ability. 

Having one dayxibserved an Egyptian exer- 
cising some wanton .cruelty upon one. of tbfi He- 
brews^ he was so exasperated at the outrage,. that 
'he instantly slew the oppressor, and buried him 
in the sand. This just revenge was executed so 
privately, that Moses imagined himself secure fiwi 
.the dread of discovery ; but as he was endeayOurr. 
4iQg soon after to Compose a quarrel between 
two . Israelites, the more guilty of the two de- 
^manded whether he designed to murder him as he 
had killed the Egyptian. Finding, by this ques- 
Cion^-^, that tl^e fact was known,- and dreading the 
Vol. IL I 



B. C. king's Tesenttix^ntj he deemed it imjim-^ 
1531. dent to rely too much upcoi the protection 
of hh adoptiTe mother, and accordmgly 
fled l^ith precipitation to the land of Midian« 
Whilst he was taking some rest after his journey 9 
by the iude of a well, the seven dat^ghters of 
Jethro (priest of Midian) clime to draw water 
ibr their docks, but were instthed by the ^ep^ 
herds. Moses immediately espoused the cause of 
injured innocence, compelled the tmmannerly 
shepherds to retire, and assisted the virgins in 
watering the fiocks. On the report of tlus genet^ 
ous behaviour, Jethro invited the supposed Egyp^ 
tkn to his house, intrusted him with the care of 
lus cattle, ai^d sifter some time, gave him his* 
daughter Zipporah in marriage. 

In this situation Moses ccmtiiiued forty years$ 
without ever supposing Providence had designed 
him finr the delivereir of his nadon*. At length, 
liowever, he was made acquainted with this 
important secret by the voice of the Almighty God, 
who vouchsafed to appear to him in a burning 
bush vtpoDt Mount Horeb. The divine vision 
called him by name, informed him that the ap>^ 
pointed ti^e was come ^r the deliverance of the 
Israefttes, said charged him immediately to re^ 
turn to £gy|>f, 9»d demand their dismission* • 

Moses started several objections, which the 
Beilf iomdereended to obviate, and pefsisted 
so long m Ms ill-grounded excuses, that the 
fi^rbearsonce df his Creator has been justly con* 
«idered a^ a snbject of equal wonder and admi«- 
ration* Findihg, however, at length, that his 
service could not he dispensed with, and hkvii^^ 
received the most ample assurances^protectioD^ 
tc^tiberwith the power of wi^kingiiiifacde%>«sa 
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paiictiOn tohift greatmisuony hedepaitedtoin^ardt 
Midian to make suitable preparatioq^ foj* his 
JQumey* -dnd to meet his brother Aaron^ whoni 
the divine Being was pleased to nominate for 
his intetpreter, both to Pharaoh aAd the He- 
brews* 

Having obtained a (Heodly dismisaipR from 
Jethro, he set out for Egjrpt with Zipporah and 
his two childreiif but a ^i^mte arising respecting 
the circiimcisiDg of his youngest son upon the 
road) he sent his companions back^ and pursued 
fais journey with Aaron, who now met him> by 
the divine appoiAtment* 

On thdr arriral in the land of Goshen, 3. c. 
they -imparted their eiTsnd to the elders of 1491.. 
Israel, and immediately proceeded to open 
theh* commissioa before the .king ; but the pre*^- 
«mbie, «« Thus saith the liord God of IsisaI,'' 
sounded so strangely in his ears, that he was much, 
SQiprised aft their presumption, and peremptorily 
knswered, be knew not the Lord^ neither would 
he accede to their request. He then dismissed 
tiiem with a severe reprimand, and immediately 
commissioned his'taak-masters to double the 
labour of the Hebrews ; and instead of giving 
them straw to dry their bricks as usud, he caused 
them to be dispersed over the land in search of 
atuhble; though they were strictly enjoined to 
fulfil their accustomed tasks without the most 
iriffiiig abatement. This order being rigidly 
fxecuted, induced the overseers of the Israelites 
IQ go in a body to the palace, in order tiial the 
king might redress tfieir intcderable grievance ; 
M he only accused them of being idle, and 
4rove them from his pieaenee with the most cruel 
In/SUknoff^ In their return they were met by 



Moses' and Aaron^ whom* they^ accused in the 
bitterest terms as the authors of these new cala- 
mities, which could terminate* in nothing but 
despair and death. 

Moses, knowing it would be in vain- to at^ 
tempt his own justification, or to offer coiiso- 
lation to the sufferers, in the present posture of 
affairs, applied to the Almighty, and expostulated 
with him, in the most humble terms^ upon the 
ill success of his first message. The dinne 
Being vouchsafed to repeat his former assurances 
of love and compassion towards the descendants 
of Jacob, affirming that he would soon cause the 
Egyptians to acknowledge his. incomparable 
power, and promising to deliver the groaning 
Hebrews with a high hand and an outstretched 
^jrm, Moses was, however, so disheartened at 
his- ill success, that he expressed a strong rer 
luctancy to return to court to renew his demand 
in the name of the Most High ; till he found 
faimself compelled to obey theh^v^iiy command 
by such miraculous gifts, reiterated assurances^ 
end unequivocal declarations, as might justly 
have tinged bis cheek with the deep vermeil of 
shame for his ill-timed doubt and timidity. 

He now ventured, the second time, into, the 
royal presence, accompanied by Aaron, and con- 
jBrmed the truth of his assertions respecting his 
mission, by throwing down his rod, which* was 
instantaneously changed into a serpent. - Pharaob 
-regarded this miracle as the effect of mligic, (Lnd 
accordingly sent for his most learned magiciiaiB^ 
who likewise turned their rods intQ serpents> so 
'that all the superiority Moses exhibit^ at thbl 
time was, that his rod swallowed up thos^ of tb.9 
Egyptians } a circumstance whic^i Ph^raph tqigbif 
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^babl^, attribute to the skill or learning of their 
antagonist. 

ThH miracle having made no impression <»i 
tb^ Egyptian monarch, Moses stretched out his 
rod oTer the running and standing waters, which 
WCTe immediately converted into blood* This 
m^tamoiphosis was also imitated by the magi- 
ciaiis, and Pharaoh's heart continued hard, and 
Ins^sible to the divine reproof* 

In consequence of the king's obstinacy, a third 
miracle was wrought, that of bringing upon 
tb^ land such a vast multitude of frogs, that 
even the ovens, beds, and tables, of the Egyp- 
tiMns swarmed with these animal^ The magi- 
cians found means to bring a finesh multitude 
of frogs into the country ; but Pharaoh was suf- 
ficiently incommoded, to induce him to promise 
Moses, that the Israelites should receive their 
liberty when this annoyance was removed* Ac- 
^rdingly the frogs were all destroyed by the next 
morning ; but whilst the people were employed 
in ^thering them up in heaps for removal, lest 
they should^reed an infection, the dishonourable 
prince was contrinng how to elude the fulfil- 
ment of his solemn promise* 

Moses, on discovering Pharaoh's duplicity, 
touched the ground with his miraculous rod, upon 
which the dust was transformed into innumerable 
swarms of lice* These odious vermin infested 
man and beast so severely, that the king sent 
idnce more for his magicians, thai the exertion of 
their skiU might remove his appi^hensions* But 
their art waa now exercised in vain, and they 
were compelled to acknowledge this miracle 
was wrought by the finger of God* 

Thb calamity proving ineffectual, the air was, 

12 



'90 JEWS. 

-on the Dcxt day, literally filled witli swarms jof 
flies, whose bite was so venomous and painful, 
that the inischief they did to Eg^pt became in* 

r'tolerable, tliough none were found in the habi- 
tations of the Hebrews. Pharaoh was^ now 

^alarmed for his personal safety, and sent for the 
two Hebrew chiefs, whom he first desired to 
sacrifice in the land ; and then assured that Israel 
should depait on certain conditicxis, to obey the 
command of their God. Moses immediately 
obtained a reprieve for the kingdom, but the 

•incorrigible monarch still retained his obstinacy, 

.and again refused to accede to the promised 

.liberation. 

The sixth judgment was a grievous murrain, 
by which the greater pail of the cattle, be- 
longing 1*0 the Egyptians, died ; whilst those of 

.the Hebrews remained unhurt. But thb not 
touching the king's person, another followed, 
which was more affecting, viz. a violent and 
painful boil, breaking out upon man and beast* 
The magicians were, according to custom, com- 
manded to display the power of their enchant- 
ments; but they were themselves iRvolved in 
the general calamity, and, therefoj^s, durst not 
appear in the presence of Moses. 

The king remaining inflexible, was now told 
that the voice of Israel's God should be heard in 
thunder, and his anger felt in such tremendous 
storms, as had not been known since the founda* 
-tion of Egypt, unless he consented, befpre the 
next morning, to the departure of the chosen 
people. Moses accordingly lifted up his rod to- 
wards Heaven at the appointed time, and the 
awful prediction was immediately accomplished* 
The most terrific peals of thunder begah; to roll 



%ak>ng the sky; the vivid lightning flashed in^ 
cessantly from the clouds ; and a ipiraculous 
shower of hail, mingled with fire^ descended with 
such amazing force, that men and beasts, were- 
struck lifeless to the ground, shrubs and trees 
.were torn from the roots, the flax and barley 
were, utterly destroyed, and nothing escaped the 
common ruin, but the wheat and rye, which 
were not sufficiently grown, 

This extraordinary visitation alarmed the proud 
monarch, who sent hastily for Moses and Aaron, 
and addressed them in such language as seemed 
to flow from a truly penitent heart : he earnestly 
entreated those dreadful thunders might cease, 
and the destroying shower be restrained ; and 
.solemnly promised, that Israel should instantly 
depart in return for so great a favour. . Moses 
«oon obtained a cessation of the plague, and 
^many of the Egyptians, on examining the mischief 
occasioned by the hail, were inspired with sen- 
timents oif awe and veneration towards ti^ God 
pf the Hebrews. But Pharaoh persisted in his 
obstinacy and deceit, and consequently incurred 
other calamities. 

A ninth curse was nqw predicted against the 
Egyptians, which should prove more fatal ttan 
the former ; namely, such an infinite number of 
locusts as should literally cover the face of the 
.country and devour eveiy vegetable substance 
which had escaped from ^the hail. Upon this 
declaration, some of the courtiers took the liberty 
.to represent to their sovereign the inconceivable 
damage his kingdom had already received ; and 
.observed, it was indispensably necessary the 
Jsraelites* should be sent away in obedience to the 
command of their Godt Pharaoh seen^ed to ac- 



knowledge the justice of their remarks^ anA^ 
sent for the Hebrew chiefe^ to inquire who werft 
to goy and who to stay ; but when he found that 
the whole body of Israel was demanded, he up- 
braided them with theirevU intentions ; threatened 
them with the effects of his resentment, and 
caused them to be driven from his presence. 

Moses had no sooner quitted the palace, than ht 
waved his rod oyer the land ; a motion which was 
immediately followed by a strong east wind that 
continued sill the night, and brought such mul- 
titudes of locusts by the next moming> as are said 
to have darkened the whole face of the earth. 

The king was soon acquainted with the extent of 
this misfortune, as every blade of grass, and every 
herb that had escaped the storm, was now de- 
stroyed* He therefore confessed his faxiltt and 
solicited a reprieve, but his prayer was no aoone^ 
grainted, by the locusts being blown into the sea» 
than he returned to his former pride and im** 
penitiBQce. 

Shortly after the cessation of this plague^ 
Egypt was smitten with such horrid darkness, that 
Moses has forcibly expressed it by ^ a darkness 
that might be felt.'* This affliction contiBue4 
three days, during which the Egyptians were 
unable to discern each other, or to stir out of their 
houses, whilst that division of the land which was 
occupied by the Hebrews, enjoyed the ysual in- 
fluences of the sun. This mournful obscttritf » 
which could not be removed by artificial lightSy 
caused the most dreadful apprehensions in Pharaoh 
and his idolatrous subjects, and was so augmented 
by the piercing shrieks of the women .and chil- 
dren, that the general consternation was inei^ 
presfliblet 
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At the firat nstum of light Moses and Aarmi 
%tre summoned to. the palace ; when the king 
told, them he would grant their, petition with 
figspect to the Hebrews, and their respective &mi- 
lies, but insisted that their flocks should be left 
behind* Moses expostulated upon the impro- 
priety of this reservation for some time ; and, at 
length, declared in express terms, the Israelites 
should take the whole of their cattle with them, 
and that not a single hoof should remain in 
Egypt, This bold assertion roused the indig* 
nation of the prince, who instantly caused them 
t6 be thrust out of the royal apartments ; and 
vowed to revenge his next affront by putting 
them to death* Moses, nothing intimidated by 
his impotent menaces, signified to the king, that 
God would soon cause such afRiction among the 
Egyptians, by destrpjdng the-first bom of man 
and beast, that they should come vnth bended 
knees to the Israelites, and earnestly conjure thein 
to depart out of the land* Having uttered this 
prediction, he retired to the land of Goshen,^ 
where he directedthe Hebrews to celebrate the 
passoyer, and advised them to borrow jewels, 
nument, and other valuables, from their Egyptian' 
neighbours* 

The destined hour of vengeance being come^ 
and the houses of the Israelites properly maiked ^ 
with the bk>od of the paschal lamb, God sent his^ 
destroying ministers through the kingdom t 
smite all the first-boro, from the eldest ^n o 



? 



* The Israelites were on this night, to sprinkle thd 
door-posts of their houses with the hlood of the paschaf 
l^mb, that the destroying angel might recognise thcif 

(Iweljtags, and p%M them b/ w ithout mole^tfttion* 



the Ungt to the first-born of the Uaftkoincd 
captive, and eren to that of the meanest animsf 
in the land. This commission was executed with 
such rapidity and exactness, that Egypt was, at 
once, filled with the groans of the dying and the 
agonising lamentations of the survivors. Pharaoh^ 
the guilty cause of all this misery, sent im^ 
mediately for Moses and Aaron, and urged them 
to depart from his dominions, togeSier with 
their people of every description. The Egyp* 
tians were equally impatient ibr their removal, 
lest their longer delay should prove fatal to the 
kingdom ^ and the Israelites found it no difficult 
task to bonxiw a prcrfunc^i of ornaments in the 
general consternation. 

fi. c. Moses, being thoroughly acquainted with 
1491. ihe king's disposition, embraced the pre«> 
sent importunity with all possible haste; 
and gave the signal for departure long before break 
of day. He accorctingly began his march at 
tiie head of six hundred thousand men able to 
bear arms, beside aged men, women, children) 
servants, and a great multitude of strangers, 
who accompanied the objects of God's peculiat^ 
fitvour. 

On their arrival at Succoth, they were directed 
to encamp according to their tribes and families : 
and Moses was commanded to consecrate the 
first-bom of nHui and beast to God, in com- 
memoration of their exemption from the dire 
calamity of the Egyptians. 

From Succoth they proceeded to Etham, near 
the borders of Arabia D^serta, which the Scripture 
distinguishes by the name of the Wilderness. . Bot| 
next day they were ordered towards Pihahiroth, 
which is situated between the Red Sea^ Migdol, 



•nd Bail Zephon. The Supreme Being mw 
touchsafied to guide their progress hf a pfae» 
oomenony which in the night exhibited the radt* 
aace of a pillar of fire, and by day resembled a 
column of smoke ; and this miraculous appearance 
ne^r forsook them, till they had passed orer in* 
to the Promised Land» 

Pharaoh, who now began to repent his parting 
inidi the Hebrews, prepared a considerable army^ 
with all the chariots of war that could be found 
in the kingdom, and marched with all possible 
rapidity to Pihahiroth, iHiiere he encamped in full 
tiew of the fugidves* This approach of so 
formidable an enemy struck a deadly terror into 
the hearts of the Israelites, who, instead of re* 
fleeting on that ^orious manifestation of dirint 
Power they had so recently beheld, or preparing 
to defend that liberty for which ttity had long 
g^Boaued in vain, ran in a tumultuous manner to 
the tent of their conductor, and accused him of 
having brought them oUt to be slaughtered in th^ 
wilderness* Moses immediately appdied for aidand 
£reetion to the author of his eidstence ; and ob» 
lained so consolatory an answer, that he boldly 
assured his Mlowers, this would be tlie burtrtime 
of their seeing the Egyptians* ^ The Lord," 
said he, ^ shall fight for you, and you shall hxM 
your peace*" 

Having stretched out his rod over the sea, ia 
pursuance of the divine injunctioD, Moses had 
the satisfoction to behold the waters divide and 
Mand up in a heap on either ude, while the pusil* 
lanimoUs tnbes passed safely through to the op^ 
posite shore* The Angel of God, who guided 
them ki the fi^y pillar, now removed it from the 
front to the reiur of the army, in which positien 
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it produced a double effect, giviiig Gght ib tfi^' 
chosen people in their march, and spreading a 
deep gloom over their enemies, who resolved 
upoti a close pursuit, though probably without the 
idea of launching into another element. By break 
of day, the Egyptians had such convincing proofe 
of God's resentment, that they turned suddenly 
about, and endeavoured to flee from the objects 
of their pursuit. This retreat was, however^ 
rendered abortive ; as Moses was commanded to 
stretch out his rod again over the sea^ upon whidi 
the waves, hitherto miraculously suspended, 
rushed suddenly into their bed, and overwhelmed 
the impious king with all his forces. 

Whilst the Hebrews contemplated this inter* 
esttng scene with the mingled emotions of grar 
titude, awe, and astonishment, Moses composed 
an aippropriate hymn of thanksgiving, and havit^ 
divided his people into two great choirs, caused it 
to be immediately performed with the accom- 
paniment of musical instruments. ■ -^ 
. The people had, however, scarcely travelled 
three days into the wilderness of Shur, before their 
e^ces^ive thirst, and the bitterness of the wate^ 
of Marah, occasioned them to renew their com- 
plaints against Moses. The Almighty vouchsaf<^ 
to obviate their distress, by a miraculous op^i^* 
tion on the source of the waters ; and, after giviiig 
them some new statutes, conducted them to 
£lim> where their encampment was rendered 
extremely pleasant, by the immediate vicinage 
of seventy palm trees^ and twelve salubrious fouti« 
tains. 

.' At the end of three weeks they quitted this 
agreeable s|K>t, and marched towards the Wilder* 
nesst^Sin ; where a scarcity of provision gave 
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rise to' the mtKst imgrateM and impious mur*' 
tnurings. They had the. audacity to insult, 
tbetr divioe patron, by advertiug to the flesh* 
ppts of their late oppressors; aod unanimously 
expressed their sorrow for having suffered Moses 
tQ decoy them, from the fertile land of Egypt, 
iato a barren desert> where they expected to 
perish. with hunger*. Yet such, was the love, the 
mercy, and incomprehensible goodpess of their 
Creator; that, instead of expressing his holy re« 
sentment, ad might reasonably h^ve b^en ex- 
pected, in some awful judgment, he vouch - 
s;t&d to manifest his glory in the Gloud, promis- 
ing to ram down br^id from Heaven, and as- 
suring them Jthat they should soon be supplied 
with an abundance of meat« This beneficent . 
pDomise was in part, fiilfiUed on the same even- 
ing, as a prodigious flight of quails came ppur- 
ing down upon them from Egypt, and alighted 
in such numbers that they covered th^ camp : 
and on the eni^ing morning Moses conducted . 
the pec^le to the place where a kind of white 
dew resembling a small hoar frost, covered the 
face of the ground* He infiDrmed them, this 
was the bread with which Gk>d had promised to . 
feed them during their continuance in the wil- 
derness, and commanded them to gather a cer- 
tam quantity, for each person, every morn- 
ing, except, the SaUmtb, which was to be kept 
hply. 

A homer full of this miraculous bread, called 
numna^ being pre^rved in a vessel as a memo- 
rial to futui'e ages, the Hebrews proceeded, a 
few days,^ towards Mount Horeb, but repeated 
their former reprehensible behaviour, at Re- 
ph^dim,^ {or want of water. Mose$ endeavoured^ 
Vol. IL K 
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for some time to inspire them'^ with 8entiQien|ai 
of humble f^Uth and resignation, but their fuiy 
ix>se to such an ungovernable height, that he 
was compelled to apply to God for assistance 
and pix>tection« He was accordingly com* 
manded to conduct the rebels to Mount Horeb, 
which hft immediately did; and by smiting the 
rock, procured an abundant . supply of excel* 
lent water. 

About this time Israel was attacked by^ the 
Amalekites. But a detachment under the con- 
duct of Joshua obtained a signal victory, over 
the aggressors; and Moses erected an altar, 
whkh he caHed Jehovah-nisi, the Lord is my 
banner J to ultimate that God would crown the 
arms of his people with conquest* 

The defeat of Amalek opened a passage to 
Mount Sinai, where the abode of the Hebrews 
was signalized by the promulgation of the de- 
calogue, and the appointment of the principal 
ceremonies that were afterward observed by 
the Jewish nation. Mean while Jethro, with 
ZippcMrah and her two sons, was conducted by 
Pro^dence to the Israditish camp. The priest 
of Midian observing with what patience .his 
son-in-law attended from morning till evenipg 
to the recital oC the people's complaints ;. and 
fearing lest his strength should prove inade- 
quate to the task, persuaded him to .select a 
competent number of elders as inferior judges, 
\i^m he accordingly set over thousands,. hun- 
dreds, or tens, and reserved none but the most 
important causes for his own cognizances 
•Q Q Moses having received some impor- 
1491* tant revelations from the great object of 
h» wonihipi mi ordered the encamp- 
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i^ietit in such a manner that a considerable i^pace 
iras left between it and Mount Sinaif directed 
A» Israelites to. sanctify themselves against the 
third day) for the glorious scene that was then 
to be exhibited. 

At the appointed time tiiey bdieldthe moun- 
tain enveloped with a dark cloud, whence issued 
forth such flashes^ of lightning and peals of 
thunder, as filled them with dread and astonish- 
ment. At the sound of the miraculous trumpet, 
Moses conducted them to the limits of their 
camp, and, in obedience to the divine command, 
\rent up with his brother Aaron into the midst 
of the cloud,u while the congregated tribes* ob- 
served the top oi Sinai covered with fire and 
sm<^e9 and felt its fowidadon shake beneath 
their feet* Soon after the dtsappearance of the 
Hebrew chiefe, the sound of the trumpet eeased, 
the thurider died away, and the voice of the 
Deity was distinctly h^tid, from the midst of 
the fire and smoke, to pronounce the ten princi- 
^pai coxnmandments, which were to be the ibui>- 
dation of all ^e rest ; while the peofde^ asU>- 
nished at what they saw and heard, retked. to a 
greater distance. Moses now returned to the 
camp, -and was received with every token of 
veneration by the Israelites, who unanimously 
promised to obey the divine laws ; but earnestly 
entreated that he would for the future speak to 
.them instead of the Almighty, lest they should 
.die^ with horror and amazement, at the repe- 
tition of those awfiil sounds, which had issued 
from the cloud. Moses commended their ex* 
j>ression of awe and humility, and) having par 
cified their fears by some consolatory assurances, 
\wtnX up again to the . inountain, wh«re <iod viras 
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tfdeased to add a few ceremonial laws to the 
moral precepts of the decalogue, all of which 
^wcre afterward given to the Hebrews in one 
•hody. 

After this communication Moses built an al- 
tar, and offered burnt sacrifices and peace oiFer* 
ingsto his Creator; and having caused the con- 
tents of the holy covenant to^be read to* all the 
-people, he ratified it by sprinkUng the altar, the 
book, and the congregation, witli the blood of 
the victims. He then ordered twelve pillars to 
be erected in remembrance of this sacred alli- 
ance between Gkxi and his chosen tribes-: and 
conductcfd seventy of the elders of Israel, toge- 
ther with Aaron, Nadab, and Ahihu, to fiie 
ibot of the mountain, where they were indulged 
•witb a glorious vision of their divine Sovereign- 
Moses now committed the care of tbe>* |>eople 
to Aanm and Hur, and. went up again into the 
motmtain, to receive the decalogue, written on 
tables of stone by the finger of God ; toge- 
ther with the plan of the Jetirish tabernacle, ask* 
-cred utensils, pontifical robes, &g. But the in- 
terval of his absence appeared, so unaccountable 
to the short-sighted Hebrews, that thef unani- 
moUsly threw off their allegiance to the true 
Deity, and assembled in a tumultuous manner 
about Aaron's tent, telling him they were fully 
•convinced that Moses was lost, and virging him 
to make them some gods, who might guide and 
assist them in their future progi^ss. Aaron 
readily consented, and, having collected all their 
golden ornaments, formed a molten calf, and 
•fixed it on a pedestal, exclaiming, <^ These are 
'" ^^y gods, O Israel, which brought thee out of 
'"the land of Elgypt." An altar w^ likewise 



erected to the idol, and the next day appointed 
for a solemn festival. «• 

. At the expiration of forty days Moses de- 
scended from the hill of Sinai, bearing the two 
tables of stone in his hand ; but when he came 
within Sight of the camp, and perceived the 
apostate tribes dancing round the object of their 
•gross idolatry, he was overwhelmed with con* 
^sion, And in the first transports of anger broke 
the tables, which contained the holy command- 
ments. He then advioiced towards his brother, 
.wh6m he rebuked in the severest terms £[)r ac- 
ceding io the impious request of the multitude, 
and immediately caused the golden calf to be 
Jbroken down, ground into powder, and thrown 
into the water. . He also commanded the sons 
of Levi to ^ay all persons without distinction 
wh6m they found still at the feast, and spread 
so great a consternation through the tribes by 
his well-timed severity, that they were all con- 
vinced of their error, and began to dread the 
effects of.. God's heavy indignation: Moses, 
however, interceded so powerfully on their be- 
half, that the Almighty vouchsafed to indulge 
them with a foee pardon ; . and promised, . on con* 
dition of their repentance and future obedience, 
that he would send his angel to facilitate their 
conquest of the promised land, whence their 
enemies should be gradually driven out, till 
their possessions extended from the Red Sea 
to the sea of the Philistines, and from the de- 
sert untp the river. 

To atone, in some degree, for their rebellion, 
and to express their gratitude for the merciful 
declarations of their God, the Israelites divested 
themselves of all Uieir ornaments and gaudy 

K2 
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i^parel, and proclaimed a fast. which was kept 
with the utmost strictness and solemnity 
throughout the camp, while their zealous coa- 
ditetor obtained sl sight of th6 divine glory*, 
or of the *. angel under whose protection ^ 
people were t6 march towards the land of Ca^ 
naan* 

Moses, having femained on the Moimt other 
fisrty.days, and made two. new tables to supply 
the place, of those he had recently broken, pre>^ 
sented himself a^n before the congregationi 
who were muchTsurprised. to observe such a 
radiant glory upon his facet that thty were un^ 
able to look upon him till /he had covered it 
vkh SL veil* He now demanded a frae«will ofibr* 
ing. oC all sorts of materials for • the tabernacle^ 
sacerdotal vestments, utensils, Sec* and was 
cheer^lly sup^ied by tlie people witli the rich^ 
est jewels, metals, and other valuable things^ 
including oils, ointments, and exquisite per* 
lomes, which he distributed to proper workmen 
iukI artificers under, the direction of Bezaleel 
and Aholiab, whom God had endowed with ex« 
kw>rdinaffy skill and wisdom to execute all the 
different designs accor^ng to his express di* 
rection. 

* As various passages of holy writ ifflplx» that no one 
can see God and live, while others relate the appearano;; 
of the Supreme Being in the most familiar manner, it 
is requisite to observe, that the glorious person who ap- 
peared to- the patriarchs and prophets was j«sus Christ, 
the second person in the blessed Trinity, who is spoken 
of by St. Paul as the hrigtanfn of God's glory, and the 
express image of bis person ,• and who being in the^/c«rm of 
Cod thought it no robbery to be egwa/ with' God. V\& 
Hebrews, 1 chap, and 3d verse, and Phillppians, 2 chap, 
and 6th verse. 



/•This work was perfomied with such 3. («; 
ililigence and liacrity, that in less than 1490.' 
six monfths the tabernacle, with all its 
splendid furhitune and costly apparatus, was 
eomf^ed, and set op at* the foot of l^foiuit 
Sinai, Where Aaron and his soi^ afber a solemn 
consecration, began to ofier sacrifices upon tha 
new altar according to the ceremonial law. 

Aaron had not long enjofed the pontifical 
dignity,' before his two sons, Nadab and Abihn^ 
were struck dead by fire from Heayen ; in con^ 
sequence of their presuming to bum incense in 
the tabernacle with strange fire, in imposition to 
the command of Motfes« 

That rebdliouB disposition, whkJi had beeit 
manifested on several occasions since the de« 
partureof Israel from the land c^ their cruel 8er« 
vitude, soon broke out afresh under temporary 
%io«nveniences, notwithstanding tlie frequent ma- 
nifestation of God's incomparable .love, and the 
neeent calamities which were with difficulty ob- 
viated by the mediation of Moaes. Thus a vio*' 
lent murmuring at Taberah, on account of a 
long march, occasioned the destruction of the 
extremities of the camp by a miracolous fine : 
an audadous cotnplaint against the manna, with 
a tumultuous demand for flesh, was followed by 
a dreadful^stemper, which swept Tsst nnmbera 
to an untimely grave, while they were fisaatkig 
on an abundant supply of quails : ah insurrec« 
tion> resulting from tnere cowai^lice and distrust^ 
at the report of the spies* whom Moses had sent 

* . • - * 

* Thes^ persons extolled the richness of the promised 
land in the highest terms, and produced some specimens of 
its fertility in a large cluster ot grapes, some fine pomegra-' 
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to examine the promised land)* caused ihetr Kea- 
venly patron to affirm, that none of them who 
were above twenty years of age, except Joshua 
and Caleb, should enter into that rich inheritance ; 
but that they should wander about from place to 
place, till ail their bodies should return to their 
native dust in the wilderness : and the rebellion of 
Korah called down such exemplary vengeance 
from the Most Hig^h, that the ringleader, with 
two hundred and iiuy of his associates, who stood 
•with their censers before the tabernacle, were de* 
stroyed by supernatural (ire ;. while the &,milies 
of Dathan and Abinam (other conspirators) were 
swaUowed up by a partial earthquake, and: four- 
teen' thousand seven ' hundred other delinquents 
fell beneath the hand of the destroying angel, be* 
fore Aaron could make preparations for a public 
atonement* 

B. C. '^^^ Israelites, having wandered near 
1453. thirty years in the desert of Aiabia Petraca, 
removed from Ezion-Gaber ta Kadesh, 
in the wilderness- of Zin, where a fresh murmur- 
ing arose for want of water, and Moses was i^^ 
commanded to bring thetn ^a fresh supply out of 
the rock, but he performed the operation in such 
a manner as was displeasing to God, wix> there- 
fore excluded him and his brother Aaron from 
entering into the i»x>mised jand. Here the He- 
brews defeated Arad, one of the Canaanitish mor 
narchs, and destroyed some of his towns ; .caUiog 
the field oi ^ctory Karmahy or utter dcsstruction^ 

nates, figs, and other fruits ; but at the same time repre- 
sented the destined conquest as impracticable, on ac- 
count of the strength of the cities, and the extraoxdina- 
17 stature and bravery of the inhabitants - 
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though. die totil. rain of tht^ eountrf did not 
. hap|)en till the ttme of Joshua. 
. Their next encamptnent was at the foot of 
' Moutit Hdr^ on the boniers of the land of £dom. 
. Here Moses conducted Aaron and his soivElea^ 
rzar to the suipmit of die mountain, and having^ 
• strii)ped the former of hi^ sacerdotal robes, m 

sight jof all the people, -transferred the office of 
. high ^est to Eleazar* At the conclusion of this 

ceremony Aaron died, and was buried on the 
i spot : but the place w|i8 kept so private, that none 
, of those countries could ever discover it. Miriam, 
. the sisiter of Moses, expired soon after, in the 
. hundred andthirdeth year of her age« 
t The &dgue of their next march, and a scar- 
city x>f provision,, caused the people once more 
-to murmur against their divine conductor, who 

immedii^ely sent such large Sights of fiery ser- 
<pents into the camp^ that multitudes of them 

died for their transgresi^ion, and the survin>rs 
'Were compelled iinth deep huinilityt to intercede 
:for delivemnce* Moses was then commanded 
< to cast si braven aerpenty of the same figure with 
ithosethfit iofested them, and to set it on a pole 

on some rismg ground, that the sufferers might 
( look'u^n it and be heded« 
" After several marches between the countries 
«of Moab and Ammon^ they came to the land of 
>the AmoriteS) where Sihoo, kin^ of Heshboni 

(having refused theta^ a passage through his ter*^ 
- ritpi^es) was overthrown in a pitched i^ttle, and 

cfttjerly despoiled of his kingdom* Og, the king 
^of Bashsoi, underwent the same fate upon a si* 
''jtiilaroecasiofi. 

. Aboitt thisr dme Balak, king of Mcab, 3^ q 
^ia, eompliance widi- Balaam'&^advicC} or^ li^l 
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dcced his subjects to invite the Kebttiifi to\e 
grand festival, where thej were enticed from 
one crime to another by the most beautiful of the 
Moabitish and Midiamdsh women, till at length 
the]|r.4]d iiot scruple to biing a great number, of 
these bit delcBders ta the camp*. This transaction 
occasioned a plague, which carried off twentjc:- 
four thousand offenders* l^ut th& authors of the 
misfortoi^e had no cause pC ti*iumph ^ as five of 
the idolatrous kings, who. were in alliance with 
Balak, were put to the sword, and the Israelitish 
army took an ample revenge in burning the cities, 
Linassacreing the male inhabitants, among whom 
was Balaam, and ^carrying, off a considerable 
booty, one fiftieth part of which was given to 
the priests, and a similar share to the. Levites* 

Moses was now commanded to take an ac- 
count of all the children of Israel that were able 
to bear arms, whooci he accordingly found to 
amount to six hundred and one thousand seven 
hundred and. thirty, beside twenty three thoiuand 
Levitea« He also received orders to direct the 
distribution of the promised land among the tribes 
by lot, not into equal parts, but in proportion to 
, the number of &mUies in each tribe* 

The numbering of the people being finishedf 
God commanded Moses to ascend Mount Nebo, 
and take a view of that, delightfiil land, from 
. which he was excluded on account of his inde- 
cent deportment in the desert of Zin» The Jewi^sh 
legislator obeyed, and, having receLved aa intt* 
madon of his ii^proaching death, eodeavoureid 
'to settle the public . affairs in the best order he 
could establish* He accordingly caused Joshua 
tp be solemnly nominated for his successor; and 
dir^ted the elders to build a. capacious altar upoir 
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Mount fibal, tp'set up the blesitings lUid^^cut^s - 
bf the I^ity m the sight of all ^ peof^e^ and to 
appoint certain ciUes for the refiige of -the man* 
«Iayen 

fie then assembled the people, tfdd recapitu* 
iated to them all that had happened-sinqe ^heir 
^epartute froni Egypt : enforcing the observance 
6f the divine precepts -by the most engaging mo^ 
ttves, and endeavouring to deterthem-from diish 
^cbiecHence by such tncnaces, as proved no less than 
pn^hetical of those miseries which thfey, in the 
sequel) drew upob themselves^ 

Having thus fulfilled his last pt^fic duties, and 
delivered a duplicate of the law to be preserved 
in the ark, Moses went up "to Mount Nebo and 
there died, in the hundred and twentieth year of 
his age. The inspired historian likewi&e observes, 
that his body was conveyed 'by -the Almighty to 
a Valley in the land of Moab, and there interred 
in so privslte a place, that np mortal Was able to 
' discoverit. 

The IsraeKtCs coiltinued in their en- g q 
cd.mpment near the Jordan, during the 1451] 
days of mourning for their legislator, and 

* w^re only waiting for the signal to cross ov^r 
into the promised land, when their new lead<^r 
was honoured with some strong assurances oi 
the divine protection and assistance* 

He immediately employed two prudent persons 
to go, in character of spies, to the land of Jericho, 
that they might inform him accurately of the coii- 
ditioh of the towns and inhabitants. These haiy- 

* ing crossed tlie river, went to lodge at the house of 
"" i woHian called Rahab, who kindly undertook to 
;: conceal them from the king's officers, and, after 

* cooS^^hg that all the Canaanitish nations were 



^. 
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much aiarnied at the appix)ach of a {People iaxr 
whom God hfGdddhe siichgireat thin gd, let them * 
dotm by a rojie from- xxit of her back wmdows>> 
which was contiguous to the city wall. ; 

On the third day they returned xo the camp 
with an' account of their expedition, and informed' 
Joiihua, that they had given a sc^emn promise* 
of protection to the family of Rahab, who had 
agreed to suspend k scarlet line from her window' 
as a signal, •at the Redaction of the city^ Joshiia- 
instantly' imptx)yed the report, by assuring the 
Hebrews, that it was ^e Deity himself who had: 
caused so iiniver^ a consternation among their 
enetnies, and obsenring that they had now only 
to fig^t und^r his protection. He then reminded' 
the tWdi tribes and a half, that it was their duty 
to assist thor brethren in the new conquests, but 
at the same time pit^posed, ^at half their men 
should be left to defend their families and re<» ' 
cehtly acquired territories. 

These arrangements being settled, and a pro-*' 
clamation issu^ for making diie preparation 
for a removal, the priests began a scdemn marcb 
towards the riv^r, bearing the ark of the cove** 
nailt, and followed by each tribe at a sxiitable dis'- 
tance. As soon sus the feet of the conseei^ted 
conductors touched the brink of the stream, 
God caused the waters to divide for the passage 
of his people, agreeable to hb promise of signa^ 
Hzing Joshua here, in as miraculous a manner: 
6s MoSes was distiiYguished at the Red Sea. 

During the time of their passing, the priests 
remained with the arik in the midst of the river,, 
and waited the orders «f tlieir general when to 
join the rest of the camp. But Joshua, design^-, 
ing to peipetuate the memory of this supeina*.* 



timd txxurrtocev caused th^tn toTemamin their 
position' ^0 twelve lairge ttt^ies shbQld be<l{dd 
in a heap in the pkce where the ark rested, sa 
that they might beaHetward se<^n from cither 
shore, when the liver was at i^ usual height* He' 
also commanded, thttt twelve stones "shotild be 
taken from the bottom' oC the; river, to erect a^ 
monimient on the haoik. These orders ' !iein^ 
duly executed, the Israelitish ^armf 9eft the wa^ 
ters to resume their usiiad course, and marched 
towards the plains of Jericho* •' ^ 
. TheriteofcircumcisHpn^ which had been omit*' 
led (huing the forty yeaifs wandering in the wil- 
derness^ was now renewed'; and'^shua, hfaving 
qualified his followers to-kccp the feast' of the 
passover, was indulged with a heavenly vi^iW 
which, finder the form of a-wartudp,' gave diret-- 
tiohs for the ^ege of • Jericho. i ' '\'-'-^^ 

.The Israelites having obtatnetl an ^rt^<!^ 
ixto Jericho by the angular method all^diid^ to 
in the history of Camuin, conveyed ' Rah^l^ al^ 
her &mily into a place of safbty ; and th@i!if tyids^ 
aocred the inhabitants without (&ti'i^i(^V at 
the same time setting the^ biilliiin^ '^ ftte^' and 
levelling the city with the ground. 

Joshua, foreseeing -that "a^ considerable time 
must elapse previously to the completion of 
the destined conquests, deemed it advisable to 
fix his head quarters in that fruitful (»lain, 
whent^ he might occasions^y send detachments 
to invade diher territodes, till those ^f the He- 
brews were sufficiently enlarged to admit of a 
distributi^ l^y lot, at^ording to the will of Mb* 
ses. He began by sencting a partv-«of three thou- 
•and men against the king of Ai^ ^hdse cajHtal 
M3 about tea. auks ^distant from Jelkh^: but 
Vol, IL L 
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t}iQ]r, received so unexpected a repulse) tfaait the 
qqQgregation was much inclined to doubt theii" 
fixture success.. ^ Jo^ua^* howc;[ver, soon disboter-. 
e4, by tl^e ur^m^.thata sacrilege had been' com-^ 
flitted ; and caused Achan, the guilty person^ 
who: had concealed ap^e 9f: thfi accursed spoils 
Qf Jericho, to bfi} put to death in' the adjacent yak 
leyi ^^1^^^ ^ heap of stones was raised a&a mo* 
nument of Jbis cripie- » / 

' ^fter .thi%^^ period) Joshua, became .so formi* 
dable to the CanaaniteSj on account of the mi« 
raculous events which happened iii his time) viz. 
the passage of the Jordan, the stopping t>f the sinii 
in. its cpurse) a^d. the remarkable shower of haiii« 
j^tone^ which has been already mt^tioned as tendr* 
ipg ^ overthrow the confede^te army of his 
er^eu^ieS) that great njuttibers of them abandoned 
their native possessions, and emigrated into other 
oomottri^, t^ dude the effebts of his vengeance. 

^ .Ttu^se ; circumstances consequently fecilitated 
4i^»^^<iy^st of the country, which was, ih some 
n?!^9§u^flpompreted in less th^ seven years,: and 
^iyi^ed;)^l^j|g,the tribes, by lot, in the manner 
ste.w^;¥» ^ ^eogj^phy of Palestine. 

\ , . ;§ECTION v.; 

»i . , . . . • - •■ 

The Jewish: Hiatory^ fivm' the Conquest af Otnaim 
' , fothe Foundation of the MtmarchicafChirernmenfi 

^ . . . •, • y* 

J OSJ^UA,^ having fulfilled his iJrcdeteMOr% 
request, in appointing the dties of rc^gi) 
and setting up the bjlessings and ctirses, tog^h^ 
with . an ^fpuji!^ i0f jibe Mosucrlanvy dwiised tittf 
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pfQ liSies and & half to be lionoiifBl]!^ dismisa«> 
^> that they might return to their fkmilies. 

These auxiliaries^ {M^viously to their landing 
pa the other side the Jordan, erected an altar of a 
prodigious size, as a monument of their affinity 
to the other tribes, .and of the miracles which 
the Almighty had wrought ■ in then* fioiyourtf 
Thia laudable deaigir was however so far mis* 
taken, that Joshua immediately caHed an as* 
lembly, and resolved to punish, the. supposed 
fipostacy with all imaginable rigour: but on 
siding deputies, to investigate the business, they 
deceived such an explanation as obviated theiir 
hostile designs, and gave universal satisfaction* / 
y Ailter this period Joshua governed the Israel* 
Ites peaceably for the space of seventenen years^ 
at the expiration of which ^me he . assembled 
all the heads of the tribes at Shechem, and pre^ 
vuled on them to renew their covenant witiv the 
true God, in the most solemn and public man* 
per. Having caused their vows of obedience 
to be registered) and a monument erected in 
memory of tlie transaction) hd w^bdrew fnmi 
the concerns of tbe^^orid, and expired ^ soon ab 
ter» in the hundred and tenth year of his ag6# 
His remains were interred in the border Iof><nii» 
inheritance in Timnath-Serah;^^ on the noiMh-iMde» 
of the hill Gaash. .■:: m 

3 Q^ As a g^reat part of Cunaan remak^e^ 
a436b ^U unconquered, and fbtare acqnisitim 
\ were indispensably necessary for the pre- 
servation of t^at part, which had been ah*eady 
4iidded anidng the Hd>rew8, it was deeoie^ 
requisite to pray for (firection, upon which tte 
tribe of Judah was appointed by the Almightyji 
^ta c^nuneace the: war* . They i^ccordingly 



miBtschedj mder -tte conduct 'of Oakh^ ^tiife ^mi 
of Jephunntft, against the king; of Bezek rroutfed 
i|is forces and todc him prisoner; besieged Je- 
rusalem) then inhabited by the Jebusites, 'with 
such vigour and resolution, that the city was soon 
pillaged and burnt, while the garrison fled fot 
safety to the fortress o£ Zion ; compelled the gi- 
gantic sons of Anakto pixmde for their secir- 
vity in the cities of Hebron, and Kirjath-Sepher ; 
and struck such terror into the inhabitants of 
fikron, Gaza, and Askelon, that they soon yield- 
ed their possessions to an army, which evidently 
fought beneath the bannev and protection of 
Omiupotence* • 

• Whilst, however, these zealous warriors were 
labouring for the security and aggrandizement 
of ,Jscae), the other tribes neglected the expresa 
ordpt mi thdr kiw-giver, and. contented themv 
aelvWwith laykig their enemies under tribute, in<< 
stead of extirpating them ; by which means they 
Wese gradually induced fo contract affinities'^ 
aiid to imitate their idc^trous practices, which 
kad been frequently held up to their view as th4 
«fajecU of Gtod*^ wrath and detestation. Soch k 
defectiMi censequently plunged them into manyt 
tfffidiiltiasy atid their perfidioua. tributaries be« 
eHme. the uMtmrnenta ^ their severe cfaaistite*. 
ment* ■ ' j 

j^-y^ . During' the atiaj^y and confusion 
1496! ' which aucOeeded this apostacy, the inhat 
. )•• bitants of Cibtah, in. the tribe of'Benja« 
nunv^were guilty of sa horrid a breach of hos^ 
pitelity'towasxkiaQ itioeMiit Levite^ that the rest 
q£ the Israelites resblved to punish the ^eliU'*' 
quents with the .mdst exemplary severity.' Thtiyr 
accordingly sent deputiea tQ the chi€»& of tJtaa 



Jbut finding themadvcsitmrfiad.wkbjQdate.miiCi 
t^ey vibwed to take a more Junjde mrcnge on 
JBenjamin. Judah adr ancod to ekedb th^t. ^cl«i 
in .obedience to tke iajiinttloiia. of ihe: aacied 
40.racl69 andy aftor^betng t^ce repulaedy btoined 
a completa vtctofys) twenty-fire.thQMsiMKLof them 
being slain, and^aix hundivdcomiieiled to 0^ 
&ir safetj. to tbe*sumaiitof theincks of Ais^ 

The cotiquefors, having bunil: down. ail th^ 
4»tiea..and viliag^> and maaaaoied . tibb iahBUt» 
apta without pity or di8tinc;tionpbagan;toii4ii»> 
fleet with some remoi^se upon the suf^aed. jda^ 
titmctiKHi.of .one, of the£r ttibta^ Tb^iucacftd- 
iogly.w0)t up to Shilohy.an4 riecei!nngi.in(cilb> 
gepce ■ of. the .six huodircdifiigitiivoa^ ioapMed 
the Divine advice respecting thmr-iOTtgralao^ 
There was indeed oa^ » great unpedimeiit. in 
a rash. vow they had made to mtli4K>ld Iheir 
daughters from mairyii^ into that tribi^ :. thtir 
however adopted an eKpedienti «hi«hvtboilgli 
aanguinary and unjust, answered their piirpeeei 
They sent twelve thousand.armed men .to di^ 
stix>y the iohabitants of Jabesh^Giiead^. except 
the virgins, four. hundred. of whomfwere tslocii 
captive* and given ta as^many of the susvivingi 
Beojamites. But as two hundred menwere'elii^ 
unprovided, the^ wece advised to lay in ambush 
among the vineyards, when the damselSiof SIm* 
loh.came out to danee^^atid carry off afuchfb^ 
9»ales,as exoted their admiruicm. By the ^idopr 
li^ of these. Aontrivances, the. kat ti|be./KBa. 
soon jestored .to ita.ibnoer stnei^h,- and ever 
after .contintted firmly lOtftched to .that o£.Jtidnib< 
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J»3ritlie fanndsr ^Cudtan^Biftlmthaim, who h^d 
Itemt mifiii^jediim^ for tibe tettn of. eight y^oafis 
jffibMi>th«^ obtained. a ha^pfiddiwvaif^ by tbe 
j|M3Ue exbftiena of xtiieii^.vatiant judge OthiyieUi 
yi^4 Thcf> were afterwaidienida'^ b|t tli49 
•f^g^I . Moabitea^ ftnd re»aiii«d bene^th.^hai-yolLe 
of that people eighteen years ; at th0 ex- 
^imdim{Df:>whkbii£lfud, thea* second Judges afs- 
€a8siAa3bedi4he jTf^al' oppressor ; andv l^ Ifa^ «k- 
fiDit^^pniQiiiM'a peaiCe of . Ibity < ye»« ecfntinu- 

-biSban^^yi theav third jUdgey Metpo^aedthctir 
dttsseiag^unst the Pbiiistines, of vrhom he ia.wd 
lo-hMfftiilain aix hundscdy with oa other / weapon 
libaii'aii'^oxtgoad* ; ■- 

iK After; ^the decease o£»Shamgair^ ^tey prov^ 
sb.iuiigtaMteftil -for the i%oent i^anifestations of 
itifiae: goiGMlnieBS^ that God permitted tbem= to be 
liediicM by JabaA^ kkig of Cai>aaii, and retabed 
^ a;can|eLaennit«ide9 till they were brought to a 
due aenie of their trantgression* Two female 
w«re then raised up as the« chief instn^ntotji ^ 
ibm deliverance* and Barak detained a victory 
«ii9sr*<tho iDSulttDg jbe, which was followed by 
another respite of forty years* 
X inns, stubborn and ungrateful mce^again plo^ 
vaked the displeasure of their God* and. were 
justljr punished wkh a fresh « bondage* hi<h« 
hftavy and c^el than any of the former^ as^hey 
svnre now deprived of the privilege of a. judge 
which wa&grsoited them evenih tli^ tzme of Jsbm^ 
* wisK.e3q>eUed ftom ijimr b^biladonsy add^UQC^v 
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mi6^9ltk& Tavagtsd the cemitry, ttAd ^reaped the 
wiit of thdp labouti They tiPene, hcfweftrj at 
letigth^deUv^red by the hand* of Gideon^ ii^, 
under the i«iiniedhU.e imai^oeB 0f ' H^kven^ cHs- 
per^ the Ml^aivkish fbrdes, ^leirthekih^ Ze- 
ba and' Zahn^ima^ - and eiirtehed the wandisHri^ 
tlibe9'withtheoostiy'^i^•of the enechy's da«{K 
' Gkleon, 'at the period d l^ decease, ^ (^ 
feft the Imelkeft' hi a peiM?efui afid floii^ i^^. 
lishlntg condition; but 9«ch mis the de^ - 
p^avity 6f their disposition^' that they immedii- 
ately abandoned themselves to the most ^rosr 
•idcaatti^s^ tOkd t^paid th^^ services of Gideon 
- wHh th^ UackesI ingratitude; ....;.: 

* 'AMmeleth^ a natural «on of the deceased' inar* 
thr, and a mat> of unparalleled* ambition -iiind 
cruelty) having bribed tome ptofiigate wt^ches 
to murder his brethren, the Seventy 90h9 of 'Gi* 
' deon,' was received by the She<^emiteB in the ca^ 
parity of theirmier; and they accei^ngly pro« 
dithned him king, in a conspicuous part* of the 
plain of 4Shechem, expecting ihe rest of the 
nation to follow their example* Jotham, the 
youngest son of Gideon, who had timunately 
> Escaped the fote of his rdathres, to«k tiiB!s oppor- 
tunity of addressing the tumultuous afisembly 
fronv Mo^tit" 6ei4zzim« He first called their 
»ltenti<m 16 an apologue, iateiidtd to diiwsttde 
them &Dm thekr iniquitous enterprise ^ and then 
^stered upml a ^bold e^ptM^ulation,* ab the ebn^. 
thimtn b£ which he ded to' the city of Beers in 
i^e-Tii^inity (^ Jerasalen). 

. ilMmeleith^a^ government ptoved |»> oppres* 
^iye ip U)^ Shechemitesj ttu^t they MK)n formed^ 
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a 5X)pqfifacs^..ag^uQ8t luiQk;,.lH|t he^ hayifq^iCr 
ceived mtelUgeiic^' of their design,; came su4^ 
denly upo^ th^n^t forced them into the temple 
of Saal 9erith> aji^d reducec} the edifice to ashes* 
He then cfiu^ed the citf of 3hech€»n to be level- 
ledy ^d the' ground strewed with salt* 
. '..From Shechem he marched against the inha^ 
biUnts of . Thebey (a city, of Judah,). whp had als<^ 
taken, up arms against hinu The citizens, rpr 
pulsed by hi;» viptoripus troops, soap r^red, in 
consternation to a tower, wbei^e. he thoijigbt to 
have had the satisfaction of consuming them by 
fire ; but a woman threw a stone from th^ bat- 
tlements upon his head, and delivered her people' 
from the approaching ruin. Abimelech^ thus 
suddenly deplived of the victory, and oy^^ 
whelmed with confusion at the. ipfamy of his ac- 
cident, prevailed upon his servent Zebul to termi- 
nate, his life with a. more honourable weapo;i. 
. After the death of this usurper, the Israelites 
were judged by Tola, of the tribe of Issachar y 
and he was succeeded by a^wealthy man, named, 
Jairy who resided on the other side Jordan, an^ 
possessed an extensive teri:itory in the land of 
Gilead* 

The rebellious Hebrews soon returned to their 
iniquitous practices, and even multiplied the) 
number of their idols, tili they incurred a nevf. 
calamity of eighteen years duration, under th^ 
corniced oppressi<ms of the Philistines and Amr 
monites* At lengths however^ thejr Creator 
vouchsafed to promise them a speedy deliveir*. 
ance, and Jephthah, th^ sonof Gilead, prepared 
soon after to march against the enemy* Qefor^ 
he ventured to take th^ field, how^ver^ he m^de 
a rash. Yow, that if God would jpro^n his .at- 
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tempts with saccess, he would, in tokefi of grati^ 
tude, sacrifice the first living treature that 
should come oot of his house to meet him at hi9 
return* This inconsiderate promise deprived 
him at once of the glory and pleasure of the en- 
suing action ; for though the foe was tittedf^, 
fvailquished, and Israel enriched with- the ^spdSlj 
Jephthah*s wdy daughter proved the unhappy vk^' 
tim of hb imprudent vow. Hearing of her fit-? 
tlier*s brilliant success, she advanced at the heai 
of a company of vit*giAs, to Congratulate him, 
yrith timbrels and dances* ' Jephthah no soonei^ 
^rceived, that the darling of his affections was 
the object he had solemnly vowed to destruction,' 
than he rent his clothes in all the agony of pa* 
temal grief, and declared the mournful secret 
with the mos^ pathetic expressions of a tortured^ 
lieaft*. . She listened with a surprising constaneyi. 
and only requested a respite of tvro months, dur- 
ing which she would retire with some of her* 
Wldved companions to the mountains, and there 
enjoy the melancholy satisiactioB of mourning 
l^er untimely fate* 

< This : dearly purchased victory had nearly* 
jttoiKed fatal to ^phthah from another quarter/ 
asihe wai scatcely petumed to his habitation,- 
whea the- Ephraimites assembled in a riotous 
manner, tthreatening to destroy both him anc^ 
bia posaesMons, because he had engaged the* 
Ammonites without requesting their assistances 
Jephthah, being of arot^h dispoidtion, reproach- 
ed thkm Eib sei%rely with their baseness and cow- 
ardice,' tl^at they proceeded from aggravatiofi^ 
to 'hostilities, in which they were severely chiui** 
Used £6r their iUottmed insolence. ~ 

Of Ibca% EloD, atid'Abdob, the thtee s^^ 



ceedii}fjii4cie» pf hvB»U QOthing » related wor^' 
|by of .the ready's attention. : 

; The Daagistmqr next devotved te EG, who unit» 
^, in hi$ own person the dignities of judge and 
priest.; though he is particu]aii)r remarked onr 
i^ci^unt 9f his remissness and indolence. Under 
|iis. goyemment the I^raeltt-es wei« subjected t« 
the Philistines^ who treated them with all ima- 
ginable rigour, till Samson, the miraculous sod 
of old age^ was raised^up for their deiiveranee* 

The great actions of that extraordinary cha« 
i^ter, already related in a preceding chapter^ 
i[night have inspire^ .the tribes of Israel witb 
Courage to at^«npt a complete emancipatioij 
from their slavery, had not the €rimtnality^ oB^ 
their conduct prechided the possibility of sue-* 
cess. Eli, their judge, was almost a hundaped 
years old, and his two sons, Hophni and Pfaii 
neas, took advantage of his detolity to ccHnmit 
the grpssest^impieties and abominations* 
. The unpardonable remissness of the high^ 
|»riest, whp, being acquainted with their infsu 
ihous profligacy, contented himself widi giving 
them a gentle i%proof, wa» ao dis^easinjgi to 
God, that he s^t a prophet Ui a^Ore him o| 
yie most awful .retribution, and to upbraid Mm 
with his ingratitude*.. Tlie tenific sentence and 
similar upl»*aidings were afterwards repeated to 
young Siunuel in a vision, and by him related 
IP Eli. 

. The Israelites proving unsuccessful in an at« 
te^mpt ^igainst theb oppressors, reserved to brings 
tbe ark of the covenant into the camp, expect* 
ipg by that meana to strike a tem»* into the 
hostile army, and ini^k^. their own waitiom 
vnih unusual cof^rfige; but tbe cons^^pieBce/of 



thb idqmdMytpMjeict Witt) tfc&t thcflM fidtb'the 

furk mxt: the ^ktoiyy tRd the titno sons of Eli^ 

imiiD i ttt^ndid it, were bdii 8fa^> aee e ttfi ftg to 

Ite predictioD 4>€ the Almightjr. Tht did judge 

vrfao WMtsd if^mtientiy to hear the eveflt of 

hifl^ battle/ no aoon^. hfeaod m^distretfs&ig^ iwwi^ 

IfaoQlie fell bodnwtafd ^m his seat ahd broke 

faisineck: ^md the wile^f Pbipeas, being thrown: 

inbo labour on- the same melanchoty occasion^ 

catted her iti&nt Ichahod, t6 smaff the gtofy of 

Ltmddefmfttfdi and e«t>ired Hnmedjdtelf; 

■' The captive ai^ waar carrie^ ih ^rititnph txi 

Ashdody and {diced In Ihe teinf^e of the iddl 

Ba^doybm^ whieai' the* Phili8t]nes>entered the 

temple the next mcmiing) they found tiieir god 

feUen ii|yatiiiiis^^ ftce befek« the ark of the Lord4 

Attvibiiting tMs linmiliatidii tb' some commoh 

aeeidenty thef ttfted him up^ sind set hini in his 

OsigsBal position^ Bllt on the fltecdiid day ^tf 

were much siirprl^ te^-find the hn&ge in the 

same posture of i^ene^tSon, and idso' deprived 

of the- head, feet lind halids^ which lay iipon thcj 

tiMNfidiDld» Socfn after this occurtiendey the in^' 

iiabitonts <f{ Ashdod Were so gHetotisly afflict j 

od by « datigerotts distemper, that the^ resolvea 

to keep the ark no longer amone^ them. HscW 

gng called an a^selnbly of then* riders, thtf 

ai^reed to send it to "Gath, on the s^pposftibtir 

that AshxM' was unacceptable tb Ac divinity; It 

was accordingly removed thither, but the same 

aftiGtioii AHowed it, and seized on every indi« 

tWntal withcMt disthictioh. It was then sent tor 

Bkron,- a^ ^oon after dismissed, by the cot!incif 

of the priests aiid divines, with suitable trespass^ 

tfflMngs. Ifs wonderftil and unexpected re« 

iasm-m i BcOi^ahemesb* occawned univetiMd jojP 
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toi 'the Hobiews, and (tbumttaciificie iv9di'iiii>» 
mediately offered in' the fieldniKre it' Aappod^ 
but the solemn festival was soon dnag^ed intar 
a general mourning by the- iiireveieiit icuriosiilif^ 
of the Bethshefneshites^ivhkh piomtytedvthehr 
to examiiie the interiDr of the. saovad. f^yabek 
Fifty thousand and seventy peftonsi w&t^tink 
stantly struck dead for thb presUmptnoua act*.' 
add the survivors were impressed wkh such ter^ 
Tor^ that they dispatched messengers to the inltBi^ 
bitants of Kiijath-jc^rim, requesting 'diey ironld 
take thfs ark awf^r. It ^!^as r^mpvied apcordin^ly 
with due .veaers^ti(^y,aad.*placed1^ thcLhitete.^ 
Ahinadab, wl)os^ scn^iElefiJpair' was omisecmted 
to becoi^itske^eri . ; '5. 

^ Q . Saxjmue], jdiq mwi aicil^d initibieidoiMa 
109^. capacity of ju^ge aBd>|>ro{iibet9.etnfa^aced 
this opportunity; pf calling, a sblemn as* 
sembly for t$e express, piirp^ses; of publicly n^ 
nouncing those ,ido)atrie«| which had £(i>r acon^ 
siderable t^me withheld the wonted blesungs of 
God| and for preferring ,the petitions of a con* 
trite peo^e ii^ the hope :oif db^ning deliverance 
from their enemies* This m^lingY wluch Was 
held at Mezpeh^ gave umbrage to the Pbilia* 
$Xke&f who accordingly marched thither to. dia* 
solve it* But^amuel's iHsayeiis obtained such a 
storm of lighming and thunder, that the haugfa^ 
foe was soon defeated, and chased wid) great 
8laup;hter unto Beth-Car* ^ The strength tif the 
Philistines was so effectually brpken by this vic« 
tory, that the. objects of their laite oppressioii 
enjoyed a . profound . tranquillity - during - the re* 
mainder of Samuel's goveniii^nt» . • 

Samuel, after judging the chosen people wkli 
eq^al applause and integrity for the space, of 
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twenty ^y«^fS)hdd at l^gth ttie mortificatioii 
ia find* that hift two so&s^ whom he bad made 
judges at Beersheba, were charged with liie 
Clime of corrtq>don9 and pnHKmnced unwor^y 
of succeediBg Ism in his high ofike* At the 
sa^ae time the iickle-minded Israelites) forgetful 
ei their Divine Ruder, and wearied of the go- 
vernment he had atppointedf loudly demanded a 
kkag who might reign over them, and lead their 
armies to battle like the surroianding nations* 
Samoel was much surprised at a request, which 
e^dently sprang from the blackest ingratitude 
towards the Deity ; and expostulated with the 
petitioners on the darimess, impolicy, and dan- 
gerous tendency of their pitKeeding* His elo- 
ijuence however waa esdiausted in vain ; and he 
at lengdi dismissed them (in compliance with 
God's command) promising to gratify their de- 
mt at a convenient opportunity* 
I This promise he soon accomplished by an- 
nmn^g Saul the son of KifAiy by presenting him 
to the people as the man whom God had re- 
soWtd to intrust with the care of Israel, and 
•by causing him afterwards to be proclaimed kinff 
in a gemeral assembly at Mizpeh* 



SECT. VI. 

The IBatory (^ the Jew9 under their Mcngrchicid 

Government, 



W] 
ites expressed their sads£siction at 



HILE the majority of the Israel- 
1005* 



the elevation of Saul by loud and repeat- 
ed acclamations of ^ Long live the king," a 
VoL.IL . M 
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party of profligate persons affected to desplise 
his youth, and peremptorily refused to ackftoW*- 
ledge him for their lawful sovereign. But 
they soon received such demonstrations of his 
prudence, courage, and activity, as effectually 
silenced their defamatory assertions, and taught 
them to respect his newly-acquired power. The 
inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead^ having sent an 
account of their dismal situation to the elders 
of Israel, Saul immediately caused a yoke of 
oxen to be hewn in pieces and ^stributed 
through all the tribes, with this message, that 
whosoever refused to follow him to the relief of 
Jabesh, should see his cattle destroyed in a si- 
-milar manner* This threat occaidoned so ge- 
jieral -an alarm, that the people ha^ened to Be- 
zek to the number of three hundred thousand^ 
beside thirty thousand of the tribe of Judah, 
and marched wkh such expedition against the 
inhuman Ammonite, that he was compelled to 
raise the siege of Jabesh the very next morning, 
and to flee with the utmost precipitation. The 
Israelite^, elated with their success, and ^ci- 
nated with the heroic deportment of their sove- 
reign, advised him to put all those men to death, 
who had recently refiised to acknowledge his 
authority ; but Saul generously refused his ac- 
quiescence, and observed that it w^ould be 
highly criminal t6 stain the commencement of 
his reign with such a massacre, after God had 
wrought so great a salvation among his people. 
This truly magnanimous answer confirmed the 
people in their loyal attachment to their leader, 

* The inhabitants of Jabesh were at this tin?e reduced 
to the utmost extremities by Nahash Icing of the Ammo- 
«)ites. Vide vol. 1. pa^e 330. 



send the prophet Samuel, proposing to renew 
the kingdom by uniyersal consent, caused him. 
to be installed with great solemnity at Gilgal. 

Samuel embraced this opportunity c^ justi- 
fying his administration, which now devolved 
upon Saul. He also convinced the people of 
their ingratitude in demanding a king, by^reca* 
pituiadng the wonders which their heavenly so^ 
vereign had wrought in their behalf, and by 
procuring an extraordinary stcmn of lightning 
and tain to corroborate hi» assertiQUs* He how*- 
ever assured them, that his good offices should 
be continued towards them- during tlie remain* 
der of his M&, and concluded his affectionate 
address with predicting felicity to themselyea 
and their monarch, while diey ccmtinued sted- 
&st in the worship of God, and the heaviest ef** 
fects of divine displeasure as the sure attendant 
ujpon defection and impiety. 

la the second year of this reign the Philis- 
tines declared war against Israel, and encamped 
In the vicinage of Michmash. The sight of this 
hostile army, comprising thirty thousand cha- 
rioteers, six thousaad horsemen, and an innu- 
merable number of foot soldiers, struck so uni- 
versal a. terror into the Hebrews, that, forgetful 
6f their recent victory, and of the valour of their 
monarch, great aumbers retreated to the caves 
and excavations of the mountains, while others 
fled to the other side of the Jordan, leaving their 
country open to the incursion of the"' enemy. 
To add to this misfortune, the Philistines ha4 
craftily deprived them of all Unds of weapmis, 
and even of the instruments with which they 
used to sharpen their rural implements; so that 
when Saul came to assemble his little army, 
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tbere was fieitlier sword nor spear but in the 
hands of the king and hb son Jonathan. Saul, 
however, resolved to continue at Gilgal, in ex« 
pectation of Samoera coming, but after he had 
waited seven days withoat recei^g the expect- 
ed visit, he ventured to offer «ome sabriiices by* 
way of imploring the Divine protecdon. The 
victims were scarcely consumed, when Samuel 
appeared, and condemned his impatience in the 
severest terms, observing diat his disobedience 
to God's command would cause the regal dig«» 
nity to be transferred to a more deserving per« 
son. The prophet tlien departed tonfards Gi« 
beon, and the king followed with the poor re^ 
mains of his forces, consisting of only six hun-> 
dred men, who beheld with unspeakable grief 
the approaching ruin of their land and nation. 

In tiiis posture of affairs, Jonathan accom« 
panied by his aimour-bearer, ventured to fall 
upon one of the enemy's out*guards, and occa* 
stoned such a confusion, that the Philistines im- 
mediately took to fiightj and were pursued vidth 
great slaughter by Saul aiid his followers. This 
victory might have been more complete, had 
not the kuig imprudently adjured the army 
to take no refreshment in their pursuit* Jona- 
than, being ignorant of this charge, and wearied 
with the day's toil, refreshed himself with a 
little honey, which he found in passing through 
a wood, so that when his transgression was dis- 
covered, Saul would certainly have put him ta 
death, if the whole army had not interposed, 
and sworn that not a hair of his head should be 
hurt, in Consideration of the signal deliverance 
he had effected. The king returaed home vic^ 
torious, and soon put himself into auch conditien* 
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that he not only pursued his conquest over the 
Philistines, but also triumphed successtvdy over 
the kings of Moab, Edom, Zobah, and Amalek. 
^ ^ About thirty years after the sentence 
1063. cx<^>^i<^ VAs pronounced against Saul, (he 
prophet Samuel was commanded to go 
to Bethlehem, land anoint one of the sons^ of Jesse 
in the room of the reigning prince* He accord- 
ingly went thither on pretence of offering a sa- 
crifice, and executed his commission by pouring 
the annointing oil on the head of young DaVid, 
who was employed in keeping his Other's flock. 
Soon after this event, Saul began to be tor- 
mented by an eril spirit, cur by a deep melan- 
choly, to dispel which he was advised to liave 
recourse to a musician, who might play before 
liim during his indisposition. This advice was 
accepted, and young David, who had acquired 
great celebrity by lus performance on the harp, 
was engaged as the minstreU He accordingly 
exerted himself to gain the royal approbation, 
and iswept the tune&l strings witli such inimi- 
table sweetness, skill, and pathos, that the mo^ 
narch's disorder was soon apparently cured, and 
David was permitted to return to his pastcmd 
avocatiofi* . , 

- - The mirac^ous victory obtained, by 

1069. ^^^^ young shepherd over the gigantic 
' champion of the Philistines, wrought so 
much upon the heart of Jonathan, that it gave 
birth to the most ardent friendship between 
them, insomuch that the Scripture says, ^ their 
souls were knit together**' But Saul's admii^- 
tion of that intrepid act was soon converted into> 
jealousy 'by. the. indiscretion of a company of 
females, who extolled David above him in their 

M2 
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tBonga of victory^ saying that Saul had slain 
his thoummd»<f aifd David, bis ten thowands* From 
that moment the king regarded Jesse*s son 
as a dangperous rival) and began to look upon 
his life as incompatible with the security of 
the crown. He therefore contrived various 
expedients) by which David might in all 
probability &U9 and even gave him the prin* 
cess Michal in marriage, for the express puiv 
pose of engaging him in the most hazardous 
employments. But the object pf his hatred ar 
chieved such brilliant conqpests, and conducted 
himself with such decorumi that these in£unous 
projeeta were aU rendered abortive ; and Davi4 
found in the person of his wife a tender and 
foithfiil friend, ever ready to warn him of her 
fiber's malicei and ever s(4icil]OH9 for his pre^ 
jservation* 

Dav]d> having eacaped. assasainatton by 4^ 
friendly artifice of Mlchal's> withdrew tp Rar 
mahy and thence to Naioth, whkh^ he was 
pursued by his royal adversary ; but the Air 
jnighty, by a suracukHM eilect on the spirit 
of Saxk, gave lum an opportuni^ of retreating 
imperceiined. He then hastened to his belov^ 
friend Jonathan, who had exposed himself to 
the indignation of the king upon his account^ 
mbA had concerted a {dan by which David might 
receive intelligence of afl that passed at court* 
But as his death wis sowi resolved on by Saul^ 
Uie prmoe ' hastened to the appoii^ed place of 
meetings and temunated the corveapondence 
with the most affectionate vonrs of «tewnal re- 
.gard and amity* 

It • was. now indiapenaabiy i«qutsite» that David 
should seek his safety in immediate flight* He» 
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therefore, hastened to the land of Nob, and 
on the pretence of urgent tmsiaess^ preyaiied on 
Abimelech, the high priiest, to give him the 
sword of Goliathr and such refreshmenta as could 
be immediately procured for himself and the 
young men who accompanied him* Having 
obtained this supply^ he fled to the king of Gath, 
but soon found it necessary to change his de^ 
sign of imploring protection) to the artifice of 
counterfeiting the actions ol^ a lunatic* 

While David) by this well-timed expedient) 
disappointed the malice of the Philistine co^r- 
tierS) Saul was informed of all that had pasted 
at Nob,^ by one Doeg^ an EdomitC) who asseited 
Uiat Abimelech had fuiiiiahed> the fugitive with 
we^tpons and provision^ and had inquired of 
God respecting his&te* This intelligence exaa* 
perated the king so violently, that he immedi* 
ately ordered the h^h priest and all his kindfed 
to foe brought into his presence, where he loaded 
tfaem with the most cruel invectives, and caused 
them all to be minxlered without diacriminaitioii 
i>y hisinftE^mer. He then sent a detachment lo 
execute his v^geance on the city of Heh, who 
executed their orders with such inburaan seve- 
rity, that none but Abiathar, one of Abtmtr 
lech'ji sons^ had the good Ibrtiu^e to escape the 
general massacre* • 

David was fiodlowed in hb £xile by his Bearesl: 
vdatives and the prophet Gad, who were aocm 
joined by other distressed and: discontented pen- 
sons to Jtht number of. four hundred; but in 
conscquenceaof tl» prophet's advice, he left liis 
parents under the protection of the fciiig of Moah» 
>Qd. repaired wMb his oempasions to the foccat 
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of Hareth in the land of Judah* Hence h^ 
removed to the wilderness of Ziph, where he 
was privately visited by Jonathan, who repeated 
his former vows of unalterable friendship, and 
obtained a solemn assurance, that if ever David 
ascended the throne of Israel, his good offices 
should be rewarded with the possession of the 
second dignity in the government. 

The Ziphites, by sending intelligence to Saiil^ 
compelled'^David again to change his station, and 
he accordingly removed, first to the wilderness of 
Maon, and afterward to Engedi. At the lat- 
ter place hq was overtaken by his adversary, at 
the head ' of three thousand men ; but Provi- 
dence having directed the king to the cave where 
David lay concealed, an opportunity offered of 
terminating the unjust pursuit. David, how- 
ever, abhorring the crime of killing the Lord'6 
anointed, stole softly near Saul, and having cut 
off the skirt of his robe, permitted him to retire 
without molestation. As soon, therefore, as his 
enemy had quitted the cave, he discovered him* 
self, and begged that he would no longer har- 
bour such ill-grounded suspicions of a man, who 
had now given & convincing proof of his iniio>- 
cence and&yalty. 

This affecting address, strengthoied by the 
infallible testimony of the piece of his robe^ 
melted the jealous king into tears, and induced 
him to acknowledge^ that David^s superior vlr« 
tue rendered him truly worthy of that dignity, 
which he was now convinced the Almighty 
would bestow on him. He then requestjsd him 
to swear, that he would never revenge the inju- 
ries he had received upon any bnoich of the 
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ropl family, ' aad having embiuced him with 
many ex|n<essions of affectioa, returned to Gi« 
beah* 

^ .^ About this time Samuel died» aod wa& 

1059! ^1^ ^^ Ramah. He had judged Israel 

twenty years from the decease of Eli# 

and had lived about thirty-six after the elevation 

of Saul to the royal dignity. 

David) haying probably received some Intel- 
ligence of Saul's relapse, removed from EngedV 
towards the Wilderness of Paraa. Thence he^ 
sent messengers to a wealthy Carmelite) called 
Nabal) who* was making a feast to his she^« 
shearers, requesting that he would send son^ 
provision for himself and his followers; but 
Nabal, being of a covetous disposition, returned 
an answer, which would certainly have caused 
the extermination of his^mily, had not his 
wife Abigail prudently eluded the mischieiy 
by carrying in person the desired supply. Hec 
husband being afterward acquainted with the 
extreme danger he had incurrtf by his chur« 
lishness, was immediately taken ill, and in a few 
days expired: a circumstance which induced 
David to take Abigail to wife, his former con- 
sort having been given by her father to another 
man. 

Soon a&er this transacticm Dand had a fresh 
opportunity of evincing his innocence at Maon, 
in the desert of Ziph, where Saul took the field 
ag^nst him with three thousand chosen men* The 
son of Jesse, accompanied by Abishai, entered 
Saul's camp in the dead of the night, and finding 
all the soldiers a^eep, proceeded in search of tho 
kii^g, whom they at length discovered reposing in 
hit tent with his spear stuckin the ground by hU 



130 JEWS. 

bolster^ and Abner hts general, and many otfier* 
officers, sleeping around him. Abishai urged hi» 
master to transfix the king to the ground with 
hiis own spear, observing that . Providence had 
delivered him into his hands for that purpose r 
but David refused to hearken to such counsel^ 
and contented himself with carrying off the* 
spear and the cruise of water tlmt he found' 
in the tent. Saul being apprised of this ad- 
venture, acknowledged himself indebted a second 
time for the preservation of his life to his gene- 
Kms son-in-law, and having expressed his sorroiir 
for his former injustice, promised that he would 
no more seek his destruction, and parted from 
him with many tokens of apparent friendship* 
David was however justly alarmed for his fu* 
ture safety, and therefore retired to Achish,. 
king of Gath, who received him in the most 
hospitable manner, and allotted Ziglag for his- 
residence, as appears in a preceding chapter.- 

Saul, finding himself deserted by a great 
number of his forces, and being unable to con^i^ 
suit his Creator respecting the event of his ap* 
proaching engi^ement with the Philistines, went 
in disguise to Endor, and prevsdled on a wo* 
man who had a familiar spirit, to raise up the pro* 
phet Samuel. When the vision appeared, Saul, 
bowed himself to the ground, and apologised for 
his adopting so unlawful an expedient, by ad« 
verting to the desperate situation of his affkirs. 
Samuel replied that it was in vain that he had ap- 
plied to him for counsel after alienating the 
love of the Almighty by his disobedience ; and 
solemnly assured him that he should on the 
moiTow lose, both his life and kingdom. A 
prediction which was soon verifiedi as the Is* 
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w .^ raelites were utterly deifeated in the en- 
1655! ^^^^E battle, and Saul fell upon his own 
swordy to avoid the cruelty of his inve- 
terate foes. His sons also perished in the dread- 
ful slaughter, and their mangled bodies, were 
• exposed, with that of their unfortunate ^parent, 
upon the waUs- of Beth-Sban*, But the inhabit- 
ants of Jabesh, remembering, with gratitude^ 
their former deliverance by Saul, sent out a 
detachment of their, bravest men, who carried 
off the bodies^ and 'interred them with due so- 
lemnity. 

David having lamented the death of Sauly 
land of his lieloved friend Jonathan, removed to 
•Heliron, where he was s^ain anointed king of 
the tribe of Judah, whilst Abner, the late mo- 
narch's general, proclaimed Ishboaheth at Ma- 
hanaim. Thus was the kingdom divided be- 
tween two sovereigns who enjoyed their respec- 
tive shares quietly for the space of two years* 

The first popular step wluch David took, was 
to send a mess^e oi thanks to the Jabeshites 
for the respect they had paid to. the bodies of 
the deceased lung and his sons; and he then 
strengthened his sdliances, by marrying Maacah, 
princess of Geshur, by whom he had Absalom 
and Tamar. 

At the expiration t)f two years, a battle was 
fought between the armies of David and Ish- 
bosheth, in which, the latter Was totally routed, 
and Abner himself compelled to flee for his life. 
The pursuit continued till sunset, when the 
Benjamites rallied under Abner, and Resolved 
to make a vigorous defence ; but the trumpets 
of the adverse host sounding a retreat, they 
proceeded without molestation to Mahanaim, 
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while Jos^, (DavicTs general^) and his followers^ 
Tetamed to Hebron. 

Shortly after this engagement, Abner revolted 
from his allegiance, and went privately to king 
David, by whom he was gradoasly received* 
But on his retnm home he was slain by Joab, 
' Who pretended to revenge, by this treacherous 
ract, the death of his brotlwr AsaheL David was 
highly incensed at the base deed, and after vent- 
ing his resentment in imprecations on the perpe-* 
tratoTy attended the retnains of Atoier to the 
grave with all the marks of unfeigned sorrow 
and reiq>ect* 

The death of this general was ^ooh followed 
hy that of Ishbosheth, who was assassinated by 
two of his captains as he li^ asleep in his cham* 
ber. The hardened regicides went imme£ately 
to Hebron, and presented David with the head 
of his rival, but he doomed them to execution, and 
caused their hands and feet to be hung up in a 
public part of the city, while the head of the ill- 
feted Ishbosheth was honourably interred in the 
sepulchre of Abner. 

^ p On the public report of these transac-i 
1053, ^^^^» ^^ tribes of Israel assembled, and 
unanimously agreed .to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of David. They were, accordingly, 
received in the most gracious manner at Hebron, 
iutd three entire days were devoted to festivity 
upon that agreeable occasion. 

Next year David laid siege to Jerusalem, and, 
by the excellent conduct and valour of Joab, ob- 
tained ^ decisive victory over the Jebusites, and 
carried by assauk the fbkress of Zion, which had 
hitherto resisted the united attacks of Judah and 
Simeon* This important place was now en- 
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largedy fortified, and called the city of David, as 
being designed for the seat of the Hebrew mo- 
aarchs, and the metropolis of Palestine* 

The Philistines alarmed at David's increasing 
power, made a sudden inroad into Bethlehem, 
and garrisoned it with their own forces, before 
he was able totiuike suitable preparations against 
Ihem* But their triumph was of short duration,' 
as he sboii afterward attacked them with such 
i^esistless fury, that they were never again in a 
condition to withstand him or his successors. 
The victor then entered into alliance with Hiram 
king of Tyre ; erected a magnificent palace in his 
newly conquered city ; and increased the number 
of his wives ; by whom : he had several children, 
subsequent to his removal from Hebron. 

Grateful to his Creator for the wonderful de* 
Uverances he had experienced, and for the uni- 
versal peace which now reigned through his king«* 
dom, David was extremely anxious to make Je- 
rusalem th^ centre of God's worship, by trans* 
porting thither the ark, which had remained al- 
most' fifty years at Kirjath-jearim* That sacred 
symbol was accordingly removed in a^ new cart 
from the house of Abinadab, while a numerous 
concourse of priests and Levifces sang and played 
upon various instruments, and a multitude of 
people from all parts of the country throng^ to 
behold the processicxi. This joy was, however^ 
suspended by an accident which occurred at 
Nachon's * . threshing floor, and the ark was de* 

• The oxen that drew the ark happened to stumble at 
this place» and by that motion nearly overturned the car- 
riage. Uzzah, one of Abinadab'a sons, clapped hift hand 
Vol, n. . N 
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posited in the house of Obed>Edom for the space 
of three months ; at the expiration of which it 
was home by the priests with the utmost solem- 
nity to Jerusalem, and placed in a sumptuous ta- 
bernacle, which the king had ordered to be erect- 
ed for that purpose* 

He afterward sent for Nathan toconsok Vith 
him respecting apian he had conceived of build- 
ing a magmficent temple to the God of Israel^ 
and the prophet at first applauded his pious de- 
sign; but he was next day commissioned to in- 
form the king, that he was deemed an improper 
person for such a work, as ha^dng been frequentfy 
defiled with blood, yet that he should leave* a 
successor to his wealth and kingdom, who should 
execute his design with all imaginable splendour. 
David prostrated himself in gratitude before the 
Lord on receivmg this message, and thencefor- 
ward began to lay up immense quantities of gold, 
timber, precious stones, and other materials, for 
the use of that son, whom God had promised to 
honour in so particular a manner. 

David having made several economical ar- 
rangements in his household and army, and con- 
ferred some important ficvours upon Mephibo- 
sheth, the only son of Jonathan, was about the 
same time attacked by some forces of the Syrians, 
and grossly insulted by Hanun king of the Am- 
monites. The former were however so severely 
chastised for their presumption, that they ear- 
nestly petitioned hr the -privilege of becoming 
tributaries ; and the latter were soon reduced to 

upon th« ark to save it, but to the astonishment of the 
king and all the assembly, he was immediately punished 
with death for his presumption. 
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Che extremity of distress by a detachment under 
the conduct of Joab. 

g ^ During the siege of Hanun*s metro- 
1035! P<>1^3' ^ circumstance transpired^ which 
fixed an indelible stain on the character of 
David, and tarnished all the lustre of his former 
noble actions* Being enamoured of a beautiful 
woman, named Bathsheba, the wife of his valiant 
captain Uriah, he gratified his unlawful desires 
at the expense of reason, honour, and religion, 
and afterward contrived the death of the in«- 
jured husband, who was then employed at the 
siege under the contmand. of Jbab. 

The Almighty provoked at the commission of 
such abominable crimes, commanded the prophet 
Nathan to awaken, in. the royal offender a sense 
of contrition and humiliation, by a parabolical 
address, which might apply forcibly to the pas- 
sions, and lead him to pronounce t^at judgment 
against himself, which he strictly deserved. The 
seer accordingly related the story^ of the poor 
man and his ewe lamb with such energy and 
pathos, that David hastily pronounced sentence 
of death against the person, wha had been guilty 
of such horrid violence. But when the awful 
declaration, " Thou art the man," sounded in his 
ears, and Nathan predicted the heavy calamities 
which should ensue, he was at once abashed, af- 
flicted, and dbmayed. His strong and genuine 
repentance however procured an alleviation of 
his punishment, though the fruit of his adulter- 
ous commerce was smitten by the angel of death, 
and his unnatural son Absalom, on a &ture oc* 
.^asion, publicly requited the dishonour done 
to Uriah, by defiling the females of the royal 
fiunily. 
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After thi^ period Da>nd wai" gnevousl^ at 
Dieted by the evil dispositions and conduct of his 
children. Ammon his ddest son had scarcely 
attained his eighteenth year, when he committed 
incest with one of his sisters ; and Absalom, fired 
with sentiments of revenge, soon contrived the 
assassination of the cfFender. The king mourned 
for some time the loss of his son, whilst Absa- 
lom sheltered himself from the effects of his 
wrath, in the court of his grand^her the king 
of Geshur. But after a considerable time had 
elapsed, he was recalled from his voluntary exile, 
and reinstated in his father's affection. 
2 ^ The treacherous prince having obtained 
1023. ^ ^^^ pardon from his indulgent sovereign, 
procured a sumptuous equipage of cha- 
riots, horses, and running footmen, to attract the 
eyes of the ^ople ; and by ah affected compas* 
sionfor the distresses^ of those who came to the 
royal tribunal for justice, he' contrived to spread 
an opinion through the nation, that his govern'- 
ment would bb more equitable^ mild, and benefi«- 
cial, than that of David* Having pursued this 
conduct till his infamous projectswere ripe for ex-^ 
ecution, he obtained permission to pay a pretend- 
ed vow at Hebron, vdiere he had commanded the 
chiefs of his party to meet him, whilst others 
were instructed to proclaim him king, as soon as 
they heard the sound of the trumpet. 

David, upon the firat intelligence of this infa- 
mous rebellbn, left the care of his palace to his 
wives and concubines, and retreated with all pos- 
sible speed from Jerusalem, into the open country. 
Among the little company who resolved (o share 
the fortunes of their injured master, were the 
high-priests Zadok and Abiathar, at the head of 
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several Levites, who attended on the ark of 
the covenant. The king, however, would not 
permit them to proceed with him, but de^red 
them to carry the ark back to the city, whence 
they might send him intelligence of all tliat 
passed, and occasionally assist him with their 
counsel, whilst he concealed himself in some con- 
venient part of the wilderness. As soon as the 
priests had departed in compliance with this ad- 
vice, David was informed that Ahithophel, a ce- 
lebrated politician, was gone over to Absalom ; 
upon which he prayed earnestly, that God would 
coiifoimd tlij& couj^sel of that statesman ; and 
soon after repaired with his little troop to Mount 
Olivet. The march was inexpressibly mourn* 
ful ;> the venerable monarch with his head un^ 
covered, and his feet bare, ascended slowly ; 
while his flowing tears and heart rending, sighs 
evinced the acuteness of his feelings; and hissor- 
rowfuL retinue, upable to offer consolation in such 
a try Big moment, expressed their concem«by the 
strongnpst expressions of unfeigned grief. When 
the^ had reached the summit of the eminence, 
and addressed their Creator in the language of 
humble suK>lication, they were joined by Hushai, 
who came to share the dangers and afHictions of 
his beloved, prince ; but at David's request, he 
consented to turn back and ingratiate himself 
into Che favour of tjie. usurper, that he zp^ight 
jbave an opportunity of. thwarting the counsels 
of Ahithophel^ and of giving timely notice of 
evei7 thing, which should be resolved on among 
jthe rebels*. 

. Proceeding on hiff- melancholy- route, David 
wasmet at the village of Bahurim by one of Saul's 
lamily named Shimei, who had the audacity to 
^ ■ N 3- 
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throw stonbs at hitn, accoinpahied with the ihoftC 
grievbus curses. The king's captains, enragedf 
at this unexpected indignity, earnestly entreated 
permission to smite off the head of the inhuman 
persecutor ; but David restrained them by ob- 
serving, that since his 6wn son ]aid wait for his 
life, it was by no means strange, that this Ben* 
jamite should vent his malice in such opprobii^- 
ous terms. He also remarked that these curses 
might possibly come from his offended Maker, 
in which casfe they might be more- effectually 
averted by patience and resignsltion, than l^ a 
sanguinary and ill-timed resentment* 

Absalom, in the mean time, entered Jerusalem 
at the head of the conspirators, and having caused 
a pavilion to be reared up on the roof of the:pa« 
lace, violated his &ther*s concubines according 
to the threatening prediction of the prophet Na- 
than. Ahitliophel then desired, that he might 
be sent at the head of twelve thousand chosen 
men, to fall upon David's Kttle army while they 
\7ere exhausted with their flight. But Hushid 
argued against this measure with such eloquence^ 
and .adduced su6h plausible reasons for his dis- 
senting from it, thdt his remonstrances were at 
length successful ; and Ahithophel was so deeply 
xnortiiied at the rejection of his counsel, that he 
rode home with all {possible speedy and put a 
period to his own existence. 

The faithful Hushai contrived to apprise David 
immediately of his impending danger, in conse- 
quence of which the old king crossed the Jordan 
at midnight, and next morning ai*rived at Ma- 
liansdm, whither several of his loyal subjects fol- 
lowed with a timely supply of provision, tents, 
and various necessary utensils* Absalom at the 
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same time advanced agidnftt his &ther with art 
army iinder the command of Amasa, and formed 
an encampment in the land of Gilead. 
' David having distributed some refreshments^ 
and, made such arrangements as the urgency of 
his afiairs would pennit, divided his army uito 
three bodies^ under the conduct of Joab and his 
two brothers^ who acquitted themselves of their 
commission with such bravery and zeal^ that the 
febel troops -were defeated with great slaughter 
and put to flight : and iheir unnatural l^er, 
being caught by his hair in the ttiick branches 
of a tree, and by that accident deprived of 
the possibility of escape^ Was transfixed with 
three arrows by the hand of Joab ; flung into a 
deep pit ; and covered with a heap of stones* 
' Dming these transactions David remained 
with a small reinforcement at the gate of Maha* 
naim) impadeitt to hear the event ; but, in his 
hearty more solicitous for the safety of Absa- 
lom/ than for his owti security and re-establish- 
ment, insomuch that when he received intelli- 
gence of his death, he withdrew to an apartment 
over the ^e, exclaiming in all the bitterness of 
anguish, ^ O Absalom I my son, my son, would 
to God I had died for thee r 
• Jciab ventured to Reprove his extreme weak- 
ness, and expadated so forcibly on - the evil 
effects it might product, that David was neces^- 
tated to conced his affliction, and to present 
himself before the people with a cheerful coun- 
tesiance* As soon as he appeared at the gate 
of the city, his subjects of every description 
came flocking round him, and even the rebel- 
lious party strove to show him the utmost re- 
spect and yenerationt Finding therefore^ that all 
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the tribe» were desirous of recalling him to his 
metropolis) he requested the elders of Judah to 
escort him thither, and sent to assui^ Amasa* 
the rebel general) Uiat if he would come over to 
him he should be chosen to that post, from which 
Joab was now dismissed. These arrangements, 
however, were productive of much mischief r 
as his partiality for the tribe of Judah occa? 
sioned such jealousy in the others, that they 
broke out into a new revolt ; and the change in 
his army excited so violent a desire of revenge in 
Joab, that he embraced the first o{^^unity ofT 
assassinating the new general. 

Sheba, the rebel chief, who. had: assembled 
all the mialecontents by the sound o£ the* trumpet, 
and bade open defiance to David and his adher-^ 
ents, soon retired to the city of Beth-Maachah, 
which was immediately invested by Joab. But 
on the first preparation for an assault, a woman v 
appeared on the battlements, exhorting him to for-^ 
bear any hostilities agiunst a mother city oflsrael^. 
and promising that the head of the traitor ^oul4 
be Uirown over the wall^ The condition Wjas 
cheerfiilly accepted : and Joab, having received 
Sheba's head, returned victorious to Jerusalem, 
and gained such universal applause,* that Daf 
vid judged it advisable to restore him to his. 
former employment. 

g ^ About two years after the suppression 
1031. ^^ ^^ rebeUion, Judea waa grievously 
afiUcted by a fiunine, which was designed 
to revenge the death of the Gibeonites, whom-. 
Saul and his sanguinary relatives . had unjustly 
caused, to be massacred. David was no sooner 

* This business was undertaken by Joab without the 
royal covimand; 
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fipprised of the cause, than he proposed to make 
a satisfaction that might terminate the. distress 
of his subjects, and accordingly delivered seven 
males of Saul's &mily to be put to death by the 
Gibe6mtes, afteif which the fiunine was stayed* 

Subsequent to this transaction, David gained 
four successive victories over the Philistines ; 
but had not long enjoyed the fruits of his sue* 
cess, before he brought a heavy calamity upon 
his kingdom by numbering the people. An 
action so displeasing to God, that the prophet 
Gad was immediately sent to court to propound, 
as a punishment, either a seven years '&mine> 
three days flight before the enemy, or three 
days, pestilence. The king was now struck 
with a lively sense of his folly, and bitterly re^ 
gretted his inattention to the prudent remon- 
strances of his counselloris* He owned the choice 
to be extremely hard; but, considering, t)iat 
the calamities of war and famine were seldonii 
felt so severely by the rich as by (^e poor, and 
knowing himself to have been the cause of the 
distress,, he chose the pestilence as the most 
equal punishment, and as seeming most imme- 
diately, under the direction of Heaven. The 
choice was no sooner made, than that distemper 
received the Divine commission, and spread 
throughout the land with such awful rapidity, 
that seventy thousaiid persons Were destroyed 
before the exp^iration of the third day. It was 
now beginning to infect the metropolis, when 
David earnestly entreated, that he might expiate 
his crime in his own person, and that an inno-^ 
cent people might be spared* This humble 
suppUcation was graciously ansffreted, and the 
king, having reai^ an altar on the threshing 
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floor of Araunah, beheld a miraculous fire 
descend from Heaven and consume the y^ctims, 
as a token that his Creator was reconciled to the 
land.- 

- ^ A continued series of wars, fatigues, 
1015 ^^^ misfortimes, had so materially af- 
fected the king's health, that when he 
was about seventy years old no clothes could 
keep him warm ; and his declining state induced 
Adonijati, the next in birth to Abssilom, to make 
splendid preparations for hia accession tso the 
throne* But David, being reradnded of his pro- 
mise in favour of Bathsheba's soh, and under- 
standing the design of Adonijah, conmianded 
Solomon to be nominated king, and pvoels^ed 
his successor by sound of the trumpet* These 
orders were executed mth such speed, that the 
ambitious prince and his adherents were totally 
ignorant of what passed, tiU they were alarmed 
in the midst of their festivity by repeated accla* 
mations of ^^ Long live king Solomon*** They 
then dispersed in the utmost consteraation, and 
Adimijah hastened to take sanctiKtry at the horns 
cf the altar. The young king being informed 
of this, particular, sent him word, that if his 
future actions were equitable, his person would be 
secure ; but that his next d^loysd attempt would 
be punished with death* Upon the receipt of 
this message, Adonijah made proper submissions^ 
and was permitted to retire to his house* 

David finding his dissolution approaching^ 
sent for his beloved son to bestow'his last advice 
and instructionisr He reminded him, that all 
the promises of God relative to his posteritjr 
were only conditional, and would be fulfilled in 
proportion, to their obedience; recommended 
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^me old fnends to his &vour and protection; 
tischorted him to take vengeance on Joaby for 
the murder of Absalom^ Abner, and Amasa; 
and reminded himj that the obligation of an 
oath, which had hitherto screened Shimei fromi 
punishment, would now be cancelled. Having 
thus expressed his most particular dedres to his 
successor, the debilitated monarch expired, in 
the seventy-^fth year of his age, and the fortieth 
of his reign« He left an immense ti<easure, ex- 
clusive of that designed f>r the use of tlie tem- 
ple, and was interred in a magnificent tomb at 
Jerusalem* 

Solomon, having acquitted himself of his 
Other's last injunctions, sentenced Adonijah to 
deaths for an improper request, degraded Abi- 
aithar to the second rank of priests for his re- 
cent defection, and formed a powerful alliance 
by marrying the princess of Egypt. He re- 
moved soon after to Gibeon, where the ark was 
stationed, and offered a thousand sacrifices to 
the Almighty. Here the divine offer was made 
in a dream, of grsmdng whatever he thought 
proper to ask. Solomon earnestly requested, 
that such a degree of wisdom might be given 
as might enable him to govern the children of 
Israel with suitable prudence and sagacity ; and 
this modest petition was so pleasing to his Maker, 
that he was immediately endowed with such a 
share of wisdom, as had never been possessed by 
any mortal together with a promise of eyery 
earthly blessing, which he had judiciously over^ 
looked* 

The exquisite discernment of this monarch 
Was soon exhibited to high advantage, in the 
sentei^ce which he pronounced relative to the 
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infimty that vas claimed by t\vo urohieti I ahd 
his excellent judgment shone conspicuous in the 
choice of his counsellors and officers, the insti* 
tution of his laws, the ceremony of his household, 
the strength of lus army, and the multitude of 
his subjects. His immense wealth gave him 
such powerful sway, that he lived in the most 
profound tranquillity encompassed with mag- 
nificence, and rejoicing iit the abundant Uessings 
of Providence* Beloved by his friends, dreaded 
by his enemies, and highly esteemed by his al* 
lies, his treasury was constantly filled with rich 
presents and regular tributes ; and so' great a 
concourse of strangers, flocked to his metropolis, 
that riches .were accumulated by his subjects of 
all descriptions, till g(M and silver seemed to 
have lost their value by their extraordinary 
abundance* 

^ ^ Having contracted with Hiram, king 

1013. ^^ I'y'^) ^®^ ^ l^rge quantity of fine 
' timber, and a sufficient number of work- 
men, Solomon laid the foundation of the Jewish 
temple, in the fourth year t>f his reign, which 
was the second afiter David's death, and the 
four hundred and eightietk after the deliverance 
of Israel from the j^yptlan bondage ; and that 
stupendous work was carried on with such dis- 
patch, that it was finished in little -more than 
seven years, in such a sumptuous manner, as 
fiu* exceeded every other edifice then in being. 

The ceremony of the dedicaticHi was 

1005. P^i^o^*™^ ^^^^ ^11 imaginable pomp a 
the ark of the covenant was placed in the 
most holy place between the cherubim ;- the air 
rang with the sound of vocal and instrumental 
mu^ic i and ' the sacred cloud, which had for- 
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inferly overshadowed the tabernacle, visibly de- 
scended ujion the priests, while they prepared thd 
victims for sacrifice. The king then pubHcly de* 
dicated the building to God in a devout prayer^ 
and, having seen the offerings consumed by su- 
pernatural fire, pronounced a blessing on the 
assembly and retired. 

After the completion of his father's grand 
design, the king erected two maghiiicent palaces^ 
one for himself, and another for Pharaoh's datigb* 
t6r ; rebuilt twenty cities in Galilee ; surrounded 
his metropolis with a strong wall ; and fortified 
all the places of consequence in Judea* He idso 
built a navy at Ezion-Geljer, and put it under 
the care of some ^Iful Tyrian mariners, who, 
together with a number ^ of his o^vn subjects, 
sailed to Ophir, and returned in about three 
years, richly laden with gold, silver,- and pre-? 
cioDs stones ; beside ebony, ivory, spices, and 
various curiosities. 

Nothing has hitherto appeared in this Prince *& 
life, that does not convey the highest idea of his. 
wisdom, piety, and magnificence ; but the iatter 
part of his reign exhibits a .melancholy reverse* 
Solomon, emphatically styled the - Wise, belavod 
of his Creator and admired by all nations fbc 
his numerous virtues, became sueh a slave, in- 
his old age, to the passion of love, that he mar-^ 
ried a surprising multitude of women, without 
distinction of countiy, faith, or family, and per« 
mitted himself to be seduced by them into all 
the gross- and abominable idolatries of the age ; 
insomuch, that the holy city was surrounded 
with altars, in open defiance to the Qod of Is- " *^ 

rael $ and temples were erectedin vjirious places, 
to dumb^idols. ' « 

Vol. IL O 



This infamous defection was, consecjaenOy-, 
displeasing to the Almighty ; and Solomon was 
assured in a dream, that his successoi^ should 
mourn the loss of the kingdom, as the result of 
his ingratitude, except the tribe of Judah, which 
would be left them in consideration of the sa-r 
cred promise given to David. The effect of 
this awfiil denunciation is not recorded in Scrip- 
ture, nor is there any farther account of this 
monaitrh, but that he died in the fortieth yeai* 
of his reign, and about the Jifty-eighth of his 
Age; and ^as buried in the sepulchre of his 
royal fether* 

- Rehoboam, Solomon's son and sue- 

975 ccssor, went, upon bis accession, with his 
court, and the elders of all the tribes, to 
receive their homage at Shechem ; but they re- 
fused to acknowledge hts sovereignty, unless he 
would promise to redress some popular griev- 
ances, which had crept into the administration 
during the latter part of Solomon's reign* The 
king took three days to meditate on their re- 
quest, but having listened to the advice of some 
rash youths, who had been brought up with him 
in ease and luxury, he answered the people in 
a haughty tone, that he deigned to rule them 
with greater, severity than his father ever exer- 
cised^ and threatened to chastise the slightest 
jnurmur with scorpions instead of whips* 

A reply so harsh, and unsuitable to a ' people 
who reganled themselves as the peculiar 4vour- 
ites of Heaven, occasioned an immediate revolt: 
and ten of the tribes, disdaining all further al- 
kgiance to the house of David, chose Jeroboam, 
an enterprising youth of the tribe of Ephraimi 
to be thdr sovereign. Judah ^md Boijamin, 



however, resolved to remain beneath the go* 
vemment of Rehoboani) whom they conducted 
with all speed to Jerusalem. An army was 
then nused to reduce the rebels to obedience, 
but on the assertion of the prophet Shemaiahy 
that this defection was strictly consonant with 
the Divine will, the intended hof^ilities were laid 
aside* 

Jeroboam embraced the iiriit opportunity of 
rebuilding Penuel and Shechem, which he made 
the seat of his resideiice* But he was sttU ap* 
prehensive that, the custom of gcang thrice in 
the year to Jerusalem inight, in time, recondle 
his new subjects to the . house of David. He 
therbfore sacrificed religion to his security, and 
set up two golden calves at Dan and Bethel, the 
extremities of the kingdom, whither he ordered 
the people to repair with their offerings instead 
of going to the temple. He also built some ido- 
latrous edifices, and selected priests for his ima* 
ginary deities' from amoh^ the lowest class of 
&e people* 

' . At Qie dedication of the two calves a prophet 
denounced the destruction of the new altar by a 
foture king of Judah ; and as a proof of his di- 
vine mission, told the spectators that they should 
immediately witness an instance of God's dis- 
pleasure. Upon these words the altar burst 
l»under, and Jeroboam's arm, then stretched 
out to seize the prophet, was suddenly withered. 
In consequence of his submission, however, his 
affietibn was withdrawn, and the stranger de« 
parted hastily from the contaminated city. 

Notwithstanding this miraculous event, and 
the awfo^-threatenings of the prophet Ahijah, 
tiie king- persisted, in debauching the people 
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from the worship of their Creator, and filled 
Israel with idolatry. 

Rehoboam, in the mean time, built and for- 
tified several places in Judah and Benjamin, 
while multitudes of persons, who abhorred the 
infamous practices of his revolted rival, flocked 
to his metropolis, and voluntarily renewed their 
former allegiance* But this weak prince, in- 
stead of expressing his thanks to God for the 
favourable turn of his afiairs, abandoned him- 
self to the most absurd idolatries, and even ex- 
ceeded the abominations of the apostate Is- 
raelites* 

g -, To reward these enoitnities, the Al- 
9^2. ™ghty stirred up a formidable enemy ii> 
' the person of Shishak, king of Egypt^ 
who took several feneed cities ; reduced Jeru- 
salem, and pillaged the temple and palaces of 
their most costly ornaments. After this disas-* 
ter Rehoboam retained the regal dignity twelve 
years, and died in the eighteenth year of hisf 
reign. 

^ ^ Abijah, the succeeding monai*ch, had 
958. ^^ Sooner ascended the .throne, than ho 
took the field with four hundred thou* 
sand men, and Jeroboam went out to meet him 
with an army of double that number. When 
the two kings were within hearing of each othen 
Abijah upbraided his rival with the baseness ot 
his extraction, the grossness of his idolatries, 
and the extreme sinfoiness of his conduct, in de- 
luding the Israelites froHi the worship of . theic 
God. Jeroboam pretended to listen attentivclyr- 
to these just reproaches, but in the mean tiine 
had ordered a detachment of his forces, to wheel 
round and surprise the enemy in the re^, while. 
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he shouM prepare fi>r the attack in front. This 
base stratagem was immediately executed, to the 
consternation of Abijah's army ; but at length 
the idolaters Were pat to flight, and Abijah pur* 
sued his victory with such success, that his 
abandoned' competitor could not recover hb 
strength for the space of three years* 

^ Asa, the successor of Abtjah, was a 

9$5. P^^^^ monarch, who applied himself zea* 
lously to the work of reformation, and 
even deposed his own mother for patronizing 
idolatry. He also put his kingdom in a good 
posture of defence, by ibrtifying several impor- 
tant places, and entertaining a numerous army.. 
His riches augmented so rapidly under the bles- 
sing of Providence, that he was soon enabled 
to adorn the temple with a <|uantity of gold and 
silver vessels to supply the loss occasioned by 
Shishak : and he utteriy destroyed all the monu- 
ments of irrelig^on except the high places, which 
he endeavoured in vain to abolish. 

In the second year of this reign, Nadab suc- 
ceeded to the throne of Jeroboam, but no par- 
ticulars worthy of notice are transmitted re- 
specting him, except his adhering to the ini- 
quitous practices of his father, and his being 
slain at the siege of Gibbethon by a man of the 
tribe of Issachar, called Qaasha^ who seized 
upon the kingdom and destroyed the whole race 
of Jeroboam, according to the threatening pre- 
diction of Ahijah. 

About fourteen years after Asa's ac- 

g^^' cession, his kingdom was attacked by a 

numerous army of Cushites, under the 

command of Zera, an Ethiopian. The king of 

Judah was however by no means alarmed at 

02 
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their a{»pearance, but, trasting^ to God for tS^t 
event, inarched boldly against them to Mere- 
shah, where he overthrew thjsm in a pitched 
battle, and returned victorious to Jerusalem* 
Having devoted a considerable part of the spoil 
to the service of his heavenly ps^rop, he had 
the pleasure to hear himself encouraged by a 
prophet, and to see many of Baasha*s subjects 
flock to his city, on the report of his justice and 
munificence. He died in the forty-first year of 
his reign, and was su(5t:eeded by his son Jehor^ 
shaphat. 

_ ^ Baasha is said to have continued the 

g<^' idolatrous practices of Jeroboam, not- 
withstanding he was the instrument of 
Divine vengeance against that family. He was 
engaged in hostilities with the king of Judali^ 
when Jehu the son of Hananlwas commissioned 
to threaten him with the heaviest effects of 
God's anger,, in consejquence of his disobedi- 
ence and impenitency. Soon after this der 
uunciation he expired, and Ipft the kingdom ta 
his son* 

Elah had scarcely enjoyed die regal dignit}^ 
two years before he was assassinated at Tirzah» 
where he dwelt, by Zimri| one of his ofidr 
cers. 

Zimri's reigp was but of seven days duration, 
yet in that time he found means to exterminate 
the whole race of Baasha* Omri, another ofHr 
cer, being chosen king by the army, hastened 
to attack the usurper in Tirzah ; but before he 
could obtain admission, Zimri wept into the 
royal palace, and havuig set it on fire, perished 
in the flames. Omri had another competitor vx 
Tibni> the soa of Ginath^ whom one part of th^ 



pe<^^ had elected to .the supreme dignity 9 but 
he was sooa slain, and Omri took possession 
of the kingdom. 

Nothing farther, is recorded of this prince, 
but that he built the city of Samaria on a hill 
of the same name ; removed his court thither 
from Tirzah, and reigpied twelve years in all the 
profligacy of his predecessors. 
^ ^ Ahab, nis son, ascended the throne in 

918. ^^® thirty-eighth year of Asa's reign* 
. . His marriage with Jezebel, princess of 
Zidon, proved a constant source of wicked and 
Idolatrous actions, as she was permitted to in- 
troduce the Zidonian worship, which consisted 
in human sacrifices and other abominable cere- 
monies. 

Whilst Aliab and his wicked consort were de- 
filing the land with tlieir flagrant impieties, and 
putting all those to death who had the boldness 
to censure their conduct, Jehoshaphat, Asa's 
successor, was employed in restoring the wor- 
ship of his subjects to its original purity. Hav- 
ing demolished every idolatrous vestige which ^ 
remained at his father's decease, commanded 
a competent number of priests and Levites tp 
instruct the people in the Mosaic law, and • gar- 
risoned all the most considerable places id his 
kingdom; he became so wealthy, prosperous, 
and. powerful, that his neighbours sought his 
alliance ; his tributaries regularly transmitted 
their payments to his treasury ;. and even his 
avowed enemies were too. conscious of his 
strength to molest him. 

Far different, was the case with Ahab, whose 
apostacy had provoked the Most High to pour 
down, tha severest aflUctions ^pon his country i 



15!^ JEWS. 

und whose siibjects had long groaned beneath 
the accumulated distresses of tyranny^ war, and 
&mine« 

At the expiration of three years the prophet 
Elijah presented himself beft>re Ahah, and their 
first greeting was such as might naturally be 
expected between a haughty wicked king, and 
a person distinguished for his zeal and piety. 
Elijah, however, eventually obtained his desire 
of gathering all the Israelites together at Mount 
Carmel, with all the priests of Baal, whom Jeze- 
bel maint^ned at her own expense* He then 
addressed the assembly on the subject of their 
religious practices, and boldly reproved them 
for halting between two opinions. " I," said 
he, " am the only prophet of the I^rd that is 
" left, while the priests of BaaJ are four hundred 
** and fifty ; let them, therefore, offer up a bul- 
** lock to the object of thdr worship, and I will 
*' offer another to the God of Israel ; and let 
^ the deity, who testifies hb acceptance of the 
^ sacrifice by a miraculous fire^ be henceforth 
" considered a§ the only true God." 

The people having testified their approbation 
of this proposal, Baal's worshippers hewed their 
sacrifice in pieces, laid it upon the altar, ^d 
called upon their idol fit>m morning till noon; 
but receiving no answ;er to their clamorous pe- 
titions, and being exasperated by Elijah, who 
told them to cry louder, for Baal was certainly 
a great god, and would attend to them unless 
he were asleep, or engaged in more important 
bysiness, they cut themselves with knives till 
the bipod ran down upon the ground; and 
leaped upoti the altar which they had made* 

The whde^day having passed in this manneri 
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Elijah, &botit the time of bfiering the even- 
ing sacrifice, reared up an altar of twelve un- 
hewn stones, and laid the wood and victim upon 
it. He then caused a deep trench to be dug 
rourkl it, and ordered the attendants to pour 
water upon the saprifice till the trench overflow- 
ed. This being done, he addressed himself to 
God in fervent prayer, requesting that he would 
show himself before all the congregated tribes^ 
to be the only God of the universe. His prayer 
wa3 inst^mtly heard; the long-expected flame 
darted suddenly from Heaven,- consumed the 
victims, the wood, and the aJtar^ and dried up ail 
the water in the trench, wldle the spectators' 
unanimoMsly exclaimed '^ The Lord is the only 
Gpd." Elijah, seizing the fevourable opportu- 
nity, told them to give a proof of their sincerity, 
by taking the priests of Baal to the brook Kishon, 
and putting them, to d&ath for their viie and 
conspicuous Impcffiture. The multitude readily 
obeyed this injunction, and Ahab. made no tf* 
fort for the preservation of JesebeFs favourites* 
But on his return home he acqu^nted her with 
the circumstance, in consequence of which she 
vowed to take atn^^e vengeance on the author 
of it, so that Elijah was compelled to seek his 
safety in a precipitate flight. 

In the eighteenth year of Ahab's reign, Sa- 
maria was invested by Benhadad, king of Syrian 
who came thither with fifty-two petty princes 
and a numerous army. . The besiegers wgre, 
however, sckm compelled to relinquish their de- 
sign. Next year attempting to retrieve their 
credit, they were again defeated with considet*^ 
able loss ; and Benhadad narrowly escaped being 
taken prisoner in th^ city of Aphek:' b«»t fj^<(i^ 
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his sending a submissive message, the conquerof 
received him cordially into his chariot, brought 
him to his pavilion, entered into an amicable 
alliance, and permitted him to depart without 
lansom. One of the sons of the prophets im- 
mediately came to Ahab, with his face horribly 
disfigured, and complained that a Syrian pri- 
soner, who had been committed to his custody, 
had made his escape, and himself was now in 
danger of suffering death lor his neglect* The 
king, without hesitation^ pronounced him guilty 
of death ; but the prophet discovering himself^ 
informed him that he had passed sentence 
against his own life, and since he had suffered 
8^ powerful an enemy of Israel to go free^ when 
God had delivered him into his hand, he must 
abide the consequence* 

Shortly after these transactions Jezebel caused 
a Jezreelite, called Naboth, to be put to deaidi 
on a false accusation, because he had reftised to 
sell a vineyard, which Ahab was desirous of 
oonverting into « garden of herbs* But whilst 
the king was taking possession of the groundl^ 
Elijah presented himself before him, and pre- 
dicted the awful calamities which this inhuman 
murder would bring upon him and his whcte 
house ; asserting that dogs should lick his blood 
oh the spot where Naboth was unjustly slain ; 
that Jezebel should be devoured by dogs; and 
all his. posterity rooted out of the earth. This 
heavy sentence had such an effect upon Ahab, 
that he immediately i^nt his clothes, returned ' 
to Ms palace overwhelmed with grief, and, by 
illpt unfeigned contrition, obtained a gracious 
l^isuraiice, that the ruin of his family should hot 
happen till after his decease. 
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Jehoshaphat, having left the care of his king*- 
-^om to his son Jehoram^ came to visit Ahab at 
Samaria, when thdt prince had resolved upon 
taking Ramoth-Gilead from the Syrians. Being 
4isked to assist in the enterprise, he readily con- 
sented : but desired that God might be consulted 
respecting the success of the proposed expedi-' 
tion. Ahab inunediately caused lour hundred 
prophets to be assembled at the gate of Sama- 
ria, and upon his asking the question, they all 
promised him he should prove victorious. 
Their eager assurances were not, however, sa* 
iis&ctory to the king of Judah, who begged 
that if there were any other prophet of the 
Loi:d> he might be sent for and consulted. Mi« 
•caiah, the son of Imlach, was accordingly sum** 
moned to appear, though his well-known vera-* 
■ci^ had rendered him odious to Ahab* He 
being acquainted with the flattering promises 
of the other prophets, at first answered slightly^ 
that the expedition could not fail of success i 

^ but, upon the king's adjuring him to speak se* 
riously, he declared the battle would terminate 
in the defeat of the Israelites, and the death of 
Ahab 4 observing, thai God had suffered the 
prophets te be possessed with a lying spirit to 
&cilitate those awful events. The king was 
however so little awed by these assertions, that 

^ he rushed precipitately upon his &te ; and Je- 
hoshaphat being persuaded to accompany him, 
narrowly escaped with his own life. Ahab died 
by the wound of an arrow ; and his generals, 
after sounding a retreat, carried his remains to 
the royal sepulchre in Samaria, while lus en- 
sanguined chariot) harness^ and armour, were 



156 /Kivsw 

washed in a poal^ and Elijah's prophecy was'Vferi- 
fiedin the circumstance of dogs licking his blood» 

Jehoshaphat having effected his escape, return- 
ed to Jemsalem, and endeavoured to retrieve his 
error by a more assiduous application to every 
thing that related to the worship of his Creator, 
or the felicity of his subjects. 
^ P Ahaziah, who succeeded to the throne 
ggg* of his father Ahab, happened, in the course 
of the next year, to be so materially hurt 
by a fall, that his life was despaired of. In this 
affliction he sent a deputation to Baalzebub, the 
1^1 of Ekron, requesting to be informed respect- 
ing his recovery. The messengers set out on 
their errand : but were soon sent back by the pro- 
phet Elijah, with an suKurance, that ^nce tlie king 
had sent to consult the deity of Ekron in con- 
tempt of the true God, he should never leave his 
bed till he was carried to the grave. A predic- 
tion which was soon accomplished in the death 
of Ahaziah- 

Jehoram, his brother^ nei^ took possession of 
the kingdom, and prevailed on Jehoshaphat tor 
assist him in reducing the Moabites, who had for 
a .considerable time been tributaries, to Israel, 
but had revolted during the shoit reign of his 
idolatrous predecessor. The miraculous supply 
of water obtained by Elijah for the army, and 
the complete victory obtained over the rebels, 
have ali'eady appeared in their proper place. 

Jehoshaphat, towards the close of his reign,' 
saw. his kingdom suddenly invaded by a prodi-. 
^ous multitude of Amniomtes, Moabites, and 
other nations,, who poured in with such rapidity^ 
that they had advanced within thirty-six miles> 
of Jerusalem, before their intentions were known 
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^l court. In this emergency the king proclaimed 
a general fast, and implored the Divine assiBt'- 
unce in so humble and pathetic a manner, that 
the prophet Jahaziel was permitted to dissipate 
his fears, by an assurance' of the most signal de- 
liverance* Jehoshaphat, accordingly, marched 
out at the head of a small army, while the inva- 
ders, seized with a kind of panic fi^nzy, turned 
their arms ag^nst each other, and engaged with 
.the utmost fiiry till they were all destroyed. 
Three days were now devoted to the reriiidval 
-of the spoil, and on the fourth the Israelites re- 
turned a solemn thanksgiving to Heaven, in a 
place which was afterward called the valley of 
Berakah, ov blessing. Soon, after this event, Je- 
hoshaphat ended his days in peace, leaving a nu- 
merous issue under proper tutors, with appoint- 
ments suitable to their rank, 
g ^ Jehoram no sooner found himself estab- 
^P ' lished on the throne of Judah, than he 
beg^ to overturn all the pious regula- 
.tions of his father, and to bring upon himself the 
heaviest curses of the Almighty. The commence- 
ment of his reign was stained with the massacre 
of his brethren, and of all the nobles who pre- 
sumed to express their dislike of his abominable 
practices. His wife Athaliah, the impious 
daughter of Ahab, persuaded him to establish 
the worship of Baal in all parts of the kingdom ; 
and the God of Abraham was totally disregarded. 
Judah and Israel seemed at this period but one 
.kingdom, and one scene of wickedness. They 
were both goveriied by kings of the same name; 
and both groaned beneath the same tyrannical 
oppression. 

Vol. II. P 
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The first token of God's wrath against tb« 
king of Juddi was the final serolt of the £dom« 
Ites, who bad now sufiicient strength to sAiake M 
the foke^ and to establtsh themselves un^er a 
king of their own choo»ng. This niisfoftune 
was soon after sucxeeded by an invasion of t^e 
Philistines and Arabians, who penetrated to the 
captal of Judea, and carried off an immense 
spoil) together with Jehoram's wives, itnd all his 
sons except the joungest* The king was after- 
ward afSicted with an incumble disease In his 
bowels, which conthiued two years, and then pift 
a period to his life in the most idiocking mamner, 
as Elijah had foretold in a letter some time be* 
ioTt hn assumption. 

The prophet EKsha was in the mean time 
working wonders among the Israelites, fie per- 
formed a miraculous cure upon Naaman, t^ Sy- 
rian general, and discovered a^ the secret die* 
signs of Benhadad to Jehoram, till the former 
advanced with a numerous host agaitist Samaria, 
and be»eged it so closely, that the inhabitants 
were reduced to the utmost extrenlities. How 
long the siege continued cannot be easily as- 
certained, but such were tiie effects of the fa- 
mine occasioned by it, that an ass^s head was «dld 
for eighty fxeces of silver, and the women wene 
driven to the horrid necessity of eadng their own 
children. At length, however, the Almighty 
Vouchsafed to tei^minate these calamkies, by 
causing a sadden alarm in the enemy's candp, 
and compelling the forces to flee with such pre- 
cipitation, that they left their tents, provisioii, 
horses, and riches, for a spoil to the IsmelfCes, 
whose wants were tlien so abimdentJy supplied, 



ih$lt a mesasmre of fine flow«r was sold for one 
sbtkek and other artvcleain proportioiiy at the 
gate of Samaria» 

Some thaoat after this unexpecteri deliTerance, 
JehoraiOy hariiig^ heaard of Boihadad's assassina^ 
tioD) and the uampadon of Hazad, readied to 
lead an army* agsunst Ramotb-Gilead, which his 
&ther had in vaifi attempted to reduce. He pre- 
vailed on Abaztafay Wn^ of Judah» to accompany 
him in the expedition^ and actoally succeeded in 
his design upon the city ; but he was so despe- 
rately wounded in the attack, that he was cora<- 
peUed to retrnn to Jezreel, while Ahaziah has- 
tened haiCk to JSerusalem^ and Jehu was left to 
secure the place with a competent body of troops* 

Elisha in the mean time commissioned one of 
the jFoong^ prophets t6 anoint Jehu privately^ and 
tQ tell him that God had exalted him the king- 
dom of Isnadf lor the express purpose of execute 
ibg the Divine vengeanee agsdnst the impious 
family of Ahab. Jehu^ bdng acquainted with this 
in^ortant secret, rode with all speed to Jesreel at 
the head of his men ; and slew Jehoram at the 
Tineyard, for which Naboth had k>st his fife« 
Ahaziah, wiio had come to visit the king of Is- 
rael, was also mortally wounded, and the imqui- 
tOQS Jezebel was thrown from a window in the 
palace^ trampled under foot by the cavalry, and 
afterward devoured by dogs* 

Elijah's predictions being thus partly accom- 
pliabeidt Jehu sent letters tb the chief magistrates 
of Samaria, who were intrusted with the educa* 
tion of Ahab'a seventy sons,, exhorting them to 
sitwieof their pmces. upon the throne, and fight 
valiasitly for the coofimiiajCion of his authority : 
but they dearly perceived the true meaning o£ 
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the message,, and immediately resolved to avoid • 
the effects of Jelvu's vengeance by a voluntary 
submission. Upon the intimation of this design^ * 
he commanded them to put all the young princes 
to death, and to send their heads to him in baskets 
by the next morning* This sanguinary order 
was executed without hesitatifHi, and Jehu caused 
the horrid present to be exposed to public view at 
the Gate of Jezreel, "where he appeared to justify 
his proceeding, by reminding the people of the 
Divine sentence pronounced agunst Ahab's pos- 
terity. 

Jehu having taken ample vengeance on various 
other persons of Ahab's kindred, together with 
the idolatrous priests and counsellors, departed 
from Jezreel towards Samaria, and in his way 
met with forty-two princes of the house of Judah^ 
going to pay a visit to those of the house of Ahab> 
whom he immediately caused to be slain. After 
this massacre he invited Jehonadab, the son of 
Rechab, to accompany him to Samaria, that he 
might see his zeal against the worshippers of 
Baal. 

On his arrival at the ca|Htal, Jehu caused a so- 
lemn feast to be proclaimed in honour of Baal, . 
and ordered all the votaries of that deity to as- 
semble on pdn of death. But the temple was 
no sooner filled, than he sent in a detachment of 
troops, who cut the idolaters in pieces vrithout . 
mercy or distinction; after which the building 
was clemolished, and all the idols and ornaments 
buried, 

jj -, The Almighty being pleased with this ; 

856. zealous obedience, sent to assure the new : 

monarch, that his posterity should enjoy* 

the kingdom of Israel to the fourth generatioiu. 



But lehu imprudentiy followed the pofidcs of 
Jeroboam^ and suffered the golden califs of Dan 
and Bethel to remain unmolested ; 9k^ that his 
reign was embittered by seTeral mehunclM^y ac« 
eidentSy among which may be reckoned the loss 
ef several frontier towns^ and a cruel massaci^ 
«f his subjects by Hazael, king of Syria. He died 
in^ the twenty-eighth year of his reign, and was 
buried in Samaria. 

At the period of Jehu's most laudable and 
ittalbus exertions in behalf of the Jewish reOgion, 
Athaliah used her utmost endeavours to banish 
the worship of God from Judea. The death of 
her son Ahastiah, and of forty-two princes of hi» 
fiimily, induced her to^ wreak her vengeance on 
tfie sad remains of the house of Judah. But ther 
In&nt princie Joash was happily screened from^ 
her cruelty, aad bnMight up in the temple by 
Jehoida^ the high priest^ tiU he was seven years 
old, when a iNqitdeA revolution terminated the 
oppressions of the people, and raided him to the 
throne of his ancestcn^ 

During the life of Jehoidg) the young king ex^ 
pressed an uncommon aeal for the worship of 
God ; but that excellent pontiff had no sooner 
breathed his last, dian the lungdom was polluted 
with fresh idolatries^alkl new altars w^fe ejected 
ifei every part of the mettt^pplis* This ungrate- 
ful apostacy was hoW«!vet« severely ponishoi) a9 
the Syrian king committed some dieadiul out-^- 
tiigt^ in Judea ; and Joash waa assasrtaated by: 
^^ oWh servants during a fit <^ sickness* 
„ ^ Hk son AlxiaMh^ueceeded him in the; 
g^\ twenty-fifth yea^ of his age^ by whkhf 
time JehoaHasi hod left Uie kingdom of 
fitr^t to tttb 80ir Joai^ The yoimg king oUt^ 

pa 
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dah caused the murderers of his fathfer to be put 
to death, and began his reign with every appear- 
ance of piety; but his signal victory over the 
Edomites puffed him up with pride, and his sub- 
sequent idolatries were punished with disgrace^ 
captivity, and death. His body was carried 
from Lachish (the scene of his assassination) to 
Jerusalem for interment, and the crown devolved 
on his son Azariah. 

g ^ During the last years of this reign, Je- 
825. roboam the second seemed ordained by 
Heaven to restore the kingdom of Israel 
to its original grandeur. His long reign gave 
him tinae to execute that noble work, to which 
he was encouraged by his oontemppraries, the 
prophets Jonah and Hosea. He took the Syrian 
capita], Damascus, and Hamath, with all their 
territoriea on both sides the Jordan ; but the fiar- 
tictdars of these conquests are unknown. He died 
in the forty-first year of his reign, and was buried 
with his. ancestors in Samaria* 
P ^ Zechariah, the great-grand son of Jehu> 
^2. succeeded to the throne of his father Je- 
roboam ; thus fulfilling the Dirine pro- 
mise, that the kingdom should be governed by 
his family to the fourth generatioii. But from 
this time the reader may date -the downfal of 
Israel, as the. subsequent history is. replete with 
treasons, murders, anarchy^ and desc^ation. Ze-- 
chariah had scarcely enjoyed . the regal dignity 
ax months before he wa^s publicly slain by one 
of his o\m domestics, who sei^sed the vacant 
throne, but at the expiration of thirty days was 
himself massacred by Menahenv in Samaria* 

Menahem, having assumed the ensigns of roy-. 
alty, comnutted the most horrid qiw^ttes^pathft 
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inhabitants of Tirzah, a city, in the tribe of 
Ephraim, who had refused to open their gates' 
to his forces. He was soon after invaded by 
Pul, king of Assyria, and compelfed to obtain a 
dishonourable peace at the price of one thousand 
talents of silver. The eleven remaining years o£ 
his life appear to have been spent in peace ; and 
his son Pekahiah succeeded to the crown. 

Judah in the mean time enjoyed a series of 
blessings beneath the excellent administration of 
Azariali, whose piety, conquests, arramgements, 
and institutions, overwhelmed his enemies with, 
confusion, and raised his subjects to the summit 
of affluence and felicity.. Yet this renowned 
prince forfeited all his honours by attempting to 
infringe upon the sacerdotal office, and to bum 
incence upon the sacred altar. This rash action 
was strongly opposed by the high priest, at the. 
head of eighty other zealous persons ; but the 
in&tuated king would not listen to their remon- 
strances, till he felt himself smitten with a le- 
prosy for his presumption. He then hastened 
out of the city ; resigned the sceptre to his son 
Jotham ; and resided in a solij9.ry house till the 
sixty-eighth year of his age, when he died, and 
was buried in a tomb adjoining that of his an- 
cestors* 

Pekahiah, the successor of Menahem, was 
assassinated, two years after his coronation, by 
Pekah, one of his generals, who ascended the 
throne about a year before Jotham was invested 
with the regal dignity in Judah. The characters of 
these monarchs were opposite, and their success, 
consequently different. Pekah, by his wicked- 
ness entmled misery upon his subjects, and was- 
himself punished with a violent death j whercaiii 
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Jotham triumphed over his enemies^ beautified 
the temple, fortified his metropolis, and^ at 
last, died in the possession of his peopIe^s wana: 
affection. 

Ahazwas ho sooner seated on the throne, than 
bis impieties provoked the Almighty to punish 
him with an invasion by the combined forces of 
Israel and Syria* This circumstance threw lum 
into the utmost consternation, and he appears to 
have expeeted no less than the total dissolution 
of the Jewish monarchy. He wa» however de- 
livered from this calamity, according tb the pre- 
faction of Isaiah : but his idolatries were so- 
numerous, and his actions so inconsistent with 
those of hb deceased father, that God was* 
pleased to leave him t© the mercy of his formi% 
dable enemies^ The king of Syria, in order tb; 
recompense himself for his lost time at Jerusa-- 
lem, recovered the seaport of Elath, expelled' 
the Jewish inhabitants, and peopled it with his- 
oMm subjects, and the Israelidsh mona^*ch had* 
slaughtered one hundred and twenty thousand^ 
subjects of Ahaz, and taken two hundred thou-^ 
sand captives, wh^n the prophet Obed prevailetjf 
on him to dismiss the prisoners with some tokens- 
of humanity. 

The Edomkes and Philistines, embracing this 
favourable opportunity, invaded other parts of 
J'Udea ; carried off many of the inhabitants v- 
and recovered several toWs of importance. In- 
^s extremity Ahaz^ applied to the king of As- 
syria for succours, and that monarch, beings 
bribed with costly gifts, agreed to make-a diver- 
sion in his favour against Syiia. Having, van- 
quished Rezin and seized upon his capital, Tig- 
lath-Pileser received a visit from his Jewish alTyt 
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who was so much pleased with a heathenish 
altar at Damascus, that he procured a model of* 
ity and^ on his return to Jerusalem, caused a 
similar one to be erected in Solomon's temple. 
Aha? offered sacrifices both there and in various 
parts of the city to the Syrian deitieS) till his 
death put. a stop to those flagrant impieties, in 
the thirty-sixth year of his age and the sixteenth 
of his reign. 

The political state of Israel was in no case 
more felicitous than that of Judah, as the revo^ 
lution at the death of Pekah occasioned a kind of 
anarchy, that continued almost nine years, dur- 
ing which Hosea, the regicidey found it a diffi- 
cult task to retain the diaidem ; but at the expi-^^ 
ration of that time he began to reign more, 
peaceably. 

.^ Hezekiah, on his accession to the go*. 
736. vemment, clearly perceived the source, 
of Judah's calamities, and immediately' 
exerted himself to remedy the growing evit. He 
accordingly opened the temple^ which his. ini- 
quitous predecessor had caused to be shut ; aiid 
repaired thither at the head of his nobles, to^ 
make suitable offerings for the sins of the nation. 
He then sent circular letters throughout the coun« 
try, inviting his subjects of every description to 
present themselves before the Almighty at the 
ensuing celebration of the Passover j. and patbe^. 
tically representing to the idolatrous Israelites 
the benefits which would infallibly result from 
their jcuning the great congregation at that so- 
lemn festival. 

Such laudable conduct in the sovereign, soon 
produced a visible effect qn ,the pc^wilace, whOx 
demoUshed every idolatrous mo^ument that b^4i 



been reared m lemsalem, and tliofdughlf purged 
their metropolis before the appointed festirai* 
The ckcular ktter had so good an effect^ that 
the city was crotwded with people, not only from 
different parts of the kingdom, but also, from the 
divisien of the liraetites* The solemnity itself 
increased tile public zeal, and M the rdics of 
heathenkh worship were treated midi such con- 
tempt, that even the brazen serpent set up by^ 
Moses in the tnldemess was broken in pieces, 
because incense had been formerly offered to 
it by the self4eladed idolaters. 
' Hezekiah, having effected this great reforma- 
tion, and provided for the maintensmce of the 
priests, leyites, atid musicians, according to the 
law- of Mosesi was Messed by Providence wiUi 
such success, that he so<xi found himself in a^ 
capacity to attack the PhlBstines, and actually^ 
wvested from them tdl they had acquired during 
the reign of Ahaz. 

Hoshea was, about the same time, employed' 
in con^ving the Miverance of his kingdom 
from the Assyrian bondage. But his measures 
were all frustrated by the policy of Shalmane- 
seis who secured the land of Moab, ravaged 
that of Israel, and closely besieged Samaria, for 
the sptBuse of three years, when it was reduced, 
and air the kingdom forced to submit to his vie- 
toiious armsfc 

^ ^ Having levelled the metropolb with 
^j * the ground, exercised the most inhuman 
cruelties upon, ^e wretched inhabdtantS). 
and laid ifaste all the country, the invaders' re- 
turned' home richly laden with plunder, and dc- 
dompanied bf ^e Hl-^ted king and a great 
mmiber of hts subjects^ who acknowledged too 



late Qie justioe ef aa offended Ged, aDd ^e 
melanbcboif effects * of thmr disobe^^Me. Such 
was the.awfol.^flBeKttion trf* tke lamskCbh king- 
dom, alter it had existed two <liiiitdi«d aad fifty- 
four years ind^)«ideat of Judah* 
g ^ Hevekiai)) .by re&sing to pay the tri- 
713. ^^^ which the AaaifiHum had esitorted 
from his predeceasbtV) 4rtiW §tp^ia hrm- 
self so powerful m kivasion, that he was oom- 
pelled to «f)ok>ffbe for Jiis rash oondiicty and to 
{iMffiQise due tiSbm i Bai on £»r tht fiitlim* A mes- 
sage of thii tukture, tuscomlNnlied with a profti- 
moti of cottly presonte, appeased Soaiacherfb 
«Q effeo^iaU^ that he TimiMdialflty withdrew ifis 
R>PceB upon ecmdition.of Kceivxng an animal 
Uihute of thirty taktits of gold and ^roe hun- 
dred ef silver. This dearly punDkawd respite . 
was, however, ai shofft duration, as the trea- 
cherous Assyrian sent bis armyt m niktle time, 
against Jer\flMdem, vnder tiie command of Rab- 
saris, TartMi, and R^hakeh. 

In this emergency fiezekiah resotved to madoe 
tlie hest prepamtion Ibr a gaiiant defence. He 
accordin^y fortified the city ^ laid in a good 
store of arms and provision ; and caused all the 
ibitCitatfiB in the environs to be stopped^ and the 
course of the brook Gthon to be turned anof^er 
way, Uiat the enemy might be distressed as 
mudi as possible for want of waster. He then 
• assembled ail Ids chiief ofiicers, and earnestly ex- 

• 

* M^nyoftbe osptivet escaf}^ into the kingdom of 
Judah, where they renounced their idolatrous practice$, 
and became the subjects of Hezekiah ; others fled for suc- 
cotir into Egypt ; and a third division was sent by the 
Assyrians fromCothah, torepeoplc the land of Israel, 
andihcse m^tt caHed Cothtant. 



"liarted thBWtt) rely upoii Cod for 'fleliveraife?^ 
vnthout ,sufibring Uiefnstselvcs to be dismayed ai 

'the Dumber or strength dfthe besieg-ers. ' 

The king, being Seized with a dangerous dis- 
order, was exhorted by the prophet Isaiah to sei 
his affairs in order preVidas -to his approaching 

jtUssolution. : But this awfor warning iiras so un- 

•gratefiil to the royal invalid, that instead of com- 
plying with it, he addressed himself in the mo^t 
pathetic terms to God, earnestly requesting that 

• his life might be prolonged; till at length the 
Almighty sent back the prc^het with an assur- 
ance, Ukat he should -survive his illness ^fteeti 
years, and that -he should soon be d^liv&red fr6m 
his formidable enemies. As a eonfirmafion of 

- these gracious, pmrnises^ the sun's shadow went. 

Ixkckwards ten degrees- ui)on the dial of Ahas:, 
and in the course of three days flezekiah wa:s\ 

. happily restcredto health. * 

The Assyrian generals now presented tlietit^' 
selves before the .walls of Jerusalem^, and de- 
manded a paxiey. Hezekiah, accordiiigly, ap- 
peared ^n' the battlements attended by a pr6- 
digious c<»icou|'se!x)f people, and . Rabshakeh 
addressed them in ah insolerit manner, uttering 
the most opprobious language against the king, 

-and even against the God of Israel, and threat- 
ening to reduce the kingdom to the most ^- 
tiable condition^ unless they chose to avert the 
hppending danger by voluntarily becoming the 
prisoners of Sennacherib. This haughty ad- 
dress was ^cceeded by a^deep silence; but the 
invaders were immediately compelled to march 
into their own country, to defend their master's 

territories against the king of Ethiopia. 

The fears of the peQ|>le however were bj m 
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jiCeans calmed, as Sennacherib, previous- to hii^ 
departure ^m Lachish, sent a letter to Hezekiahy 
vssuring him, that if he still persisted in his re* 
fusal of submitting to captivity, he would soon 
return with double fury against him, and make 
him repent his yain confidence in a God, who 
would most assuredly prove as impotent against 
his resistless power, as those of various odier 
nations had .hitherto proved. 

The king had no sooner perused this impious 
epistle, than he went up to the temple, and spread 
it before his Creator, earnestly praying that he 
would fulfil his recent promise, and vindicate his 
honour against the blasphemous wretch, who had 
dared to class his adorable name with those of 
the heathen idols* To these petitions the prophet 
Isaiah replied by inspiration, that the Assyrians 
would certainly come against' the city, but that 
God would espouse tlie cause of his people, and 
compel the insulting ibe to retire with loss and 
disgrace to his own land, where he should perish 
by the sword. 

Sennacherib soon returned to execute his 
threats upon the citizens of Jerusalem; but, 
before he had opened a single trench, or dis* 
charged an arrow against them, a hundred and 
eighty^five thousand of his soldiers were cut off 
in one night by a destroying angeU A judg^fnent 
which induced the haughty monarch to hasten 
ba;ck to his own capital, where he was ihurdered 
Bocto after by two of his sons. 

.This wonderful deliverance, on behalf of Judah, 
transported Hezekiah beyond the bounds of pt*u- 
dence, and induced him to make an ostentatious 
display of his wealth before the Babylonish ambas- 
sadors,, whpm Merodach had sent to congratulate 
Vol. II. Q 



Idm^Ki bis recoveiy, and to inquirie, particulatl^^ 
concerning the prodigy of the sun's retrogression. 
This impolitic action was succeeded by a message 
from God, importing, that those very men, who 
had been now entertained with the sight of all 
his wealth and grandeur, should in a short time, 
return to plunder the kingdom of all its orna- 
ments, and even carry away some of the royal 
family, as captives, to their master* A denun- 
ciation which convicted the king so fully of his 
error, that he acknowledged the mercy of Heaven, 
in permitting hini to die in peace* 

Afbe^ a pious and equitable reign of twenty- 

<une years, Hezekiah expired in the fifty-foufth 

year of his age, and was buried with extraor^ 

dinary pomp in the grandest sepulchre of the 

• sons of David* 

Manasseh, his son and successor, was 
€98 ^^ twelve years old when he ascended the 
* throne, aiKi from his ' unfortunate acces- 
^on we may date the downfal of the kingdom 
and religion. Whether he were naturally vicious, 
or deluded by the artifices of profHgate coun- 
sellors, cannot now be easily determined; but his 
diabolical actions, and horrid sacrilege, exceeded 
those of his most wicked predecessors, and he is 
justly delineated in history as one of the most 
in^Eimous and sanguinary tyrants, that ever dis* 
honoured the titles of royalty* Not contented 
with worshipping Baal, erecting altars to the sun, 
moon, and stars, and encouraging his subjects to 
sacrifice their harmless iniiuits to the idol Moloch, 
he introduced the vilest idolatries into the teniple^ 
and set up a graven image in the most holy place : 
as if he desired to drive the God of Abraham 
fmm his habitation, and to disclaim all the 
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bressihgs that had been promised to humble and 
obedfent worshippers. 

Several of the prophets undertook to reproye 
these abominaUe crimes, and boldly asserted* 
that both king and people would be chastised 
with the most exemplary rigour ; but their pre- 
dictions only senred to exasplerate Manasseh 
against them, and induced him to add the most 
ini&mous cruelties to his former wickedness. As 
many as presumed* to express, the slightest dis* 
content under his government, Were instantly 
doomed to death ; and Jerusalem was literally 
deluged with the mingled blood of prophetsi 
ptiests, and nobles : till Providence put a stop tn 
his tyrannical proceedings, by delivering him int» 
die hands of the Assyrians, who loaded him with 
chains, and carried him to Babylon, where he was 
thrown into a dungeon by order of Esar-Haddon^ 
king of Assyria, who had some years before ' 
obtained possession of Bkbylon^ and was now 
sole monarch over both empires*. . 
• This melancholy reverse of fortune produced 
a genuine repentance in the breast of the king of 
fudah, whose heart-rending sighs, and earnest 
supplications for mercy,' obtained a happy d€*> 
liverance from that God who ^ delighteth not in 
Ae death of a sinner.^ How long his imprison- 
ment continued, and by what means his freedom 
was obtained, are now unknown ; but it appears, 
that from the greatest sinner he became the most 
humble penitent^ and one of the best of mo- 
Barcbsw 

On his return to his metropolis he exerted him- 
self to remoye all cause of complaint from his 
subjects, by cleansing the temple, restoring the 
•ftcient actrvite^ fortifying the city> and de« 
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mdishing the idols, groves, and altars, which he 
, had reared in open defiance to the divine law. 
Having effected this needful reformation, he en- 
joyed the regal dignity thirty-three years after his 
emancipation from captivity, and died peaceably 
in the sixty -seventh year of his age. His remains 
were interred in his own garden, probably by his 
command, as his former atrocities had rendered 
him unworthy of the sepulchre of his ancestors. 
^ ^ At the accession of *Amon, the worship 
^ * of God was performed with its pristine 

splendour and purtty» and the generality 
of the people had triumphed over the demolition of 
th^r senseless idols ; but so: in&tuated was this 
young prince, that he gave himself up to all th6 
gross impieties of the heathen, and exhibited some 
convincing proofs, that he designed to surpass the 
early debaucheries of his father ; on which ac- 
count some of his chief ofikers assassinated him 
in the palace, before he had reigned twt> years. 
The citizens, however, rose in arms to revenge 
his murder, and bestowed the crown upon his 
son Josiah. 

V The universal depravity, which had overrun the 
kingdom during the short reign of Amon, re- 
quired no less than a miracle to reform it, when 
Josiah, who was but eight years old, took the 
reigns of government. But as he had been pro- 
mised, above three hundred years before, to work 
a greater reformation than had been ever effected 
in the land, the most sanguine expectations were 
conceived by the true worshippers of God respect- 
ing the effects of his administration. 
_ Having advised with his pious counsel ' 

^ ' lors concerning his great designs, and th^ 

most prudent method of accomplishing ity 



Jfi&Jam^dmit<>rdtvsyinibit sixteenUi year of h^s 
ii^^/'for the desiti^acticHl of 'aH ido)^ and die pol« 
kitioQ o( ail pkceS) ^ivhere . W dejuded subjects had 
differed incense conti^rjr to, the law of Moses* 
^rhe graven ims^Sy altars, and other objects of 
superstition, were accordin^y burnt to ashes oi* 
ihrown into the river Kidron: the g^ves and 
high pieces were strewed witk dead men's bones ; 
and all the priests who had assisted at any unlaw* 
fi^ ceremony^ were for ever ezchided frirtn their 
^fi>nner functions and privileges. The king lact* 
'iDg witnessed the execution of his orders in Je*- 
nisaiem, repaiired to the Mount of Olives, where 
jbe, demolished the altars that had been erected by 
)ld» predecessors, together with those in the vallejr 
fifiiinnom^ Thence he proceeded to fietheV 
jind destroyed the golden cal^ which Jeroboam^ 
liie first kmg of Israel had set up* In short, he 
made a circuit through both kingdoms^ and return* 
td to his metropolis with the satisfaction of hav-^ 
jng' thoroughly purged them frbm^ ev^ry kind of 
jtncleanness- ; 

He then exerted himself to repsdr,' in the most 
^peditious manner j the dilapidations pf the tern* 
pie ; commanded the celebration of the Passover 
tjbbe observed with the utmostsolemnity ^ expell-^ 
ed all wizards and necromancers fronv his domi* 
Bions *t instituted courts of judicature m every coa-^ 
jeniept place ;. and strictly charged the magis* 
^tes, priests, and Levites, to enibrce obedience 
$0 the divine laWs, txyth- by precept and example*^. 
', ,Josiah had swayed- the sceptre overJudah thir- 
1^-ojle years in profound peace, when Pharaoh* 
ij[ec,ho advanced against the Babylonians, as far 
^.tbe city of Garchemish upon ^e Euphrates*. 

; 03. 
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and marched to the valley of Megiddo. Hei« ,th»'J. 
£|jptian ende^ycH^ed to 4iwuuiebimiiona^shii^ 
rash ent^rpris^> by di9cbiiniag.the iA^.ofcom^urt 
xnitting suDy hostilities on the Jews ; .hut Josiah^ rr 
unmb^dful 9f his remonstmiCies» immedt^tdf o 
commenc^; ^ attack} . and received a woundi »£ :; 
which he died at Jerusalem m the thirty-mnlh. 
year of his agQ. ' 

Jehoaha^ the youngest son of Jq^iAh) being - 
exalted tQ the Jthrone by a powerful facticmi began > 
to give sucbeariy proofs of his iniquitous inten*. r 
tionsy that the prophet Jeremiah wa^ s^t^to warn : 
him. of an awful chastisemeDty which would as*? : 
suredly follow his continuance in impiety* This r^ 
timely intimation, however, w^ totally disregardr 
tdf and the ; thoughtless, prini:?^ persist in his; 
folly, tin Pharaoh-Necho dethronod Jbim» intfae - 
third month pf his reign i and having tranrferrod- * 
the sceptre to his elder brother, on conditicm pf ;> 
receiving m annual tribute, carried him into. ^ 
£^pt^. where he ended his days, according to the : 
prediction of Jeremiah.. > . » 

This signal proof of divine displeasure dU not 
deter Jehoiakipi fir^n treading in the steps of his > 
un$)rtun^te brother, c^ the people from imitating: ^t 
his . repi;ehensible conductor Jo^miah was there- a 
fore commissioned to denounce the most, severe^ . > 
judgments ag^nst the kingdom^ unless they im-.^.-) 
mediately acknowledged and reforimd their abon . > 
minable practices* But insteaad of pi^ofiting hy^ i^ 
his counsel, the ill-judging mullitude seiisedhlm L« 
as ^ sower of sedition^ and one who was guilty oi^ >l 
death. This malicious accusaticm, however, wa« iw 
set aside by the nobles ; and the prophet found a; 
poweiiiil patron in Ahjka<ii> the son of Shaphan^ < 
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wkO'lilui'ibraierlf be;en in great aoth6ritjr under 
Jximihi 

Four ye$n after this fe^sinsaction the Babylonish 
ca^tityi^aii foretold by Jeremiah ; whoalsfocoro- 
maoded Bait^ to write from hk mouth the tenouV 
of God's -thr^atenings against his impenitent peo- 
]»l<ff*tmd to-read them p^icly in the temple on a 
solemn^ fiist* Banik obeyed ; and some of the 
courtiers having taken the roll from hinu carried 
it W ^ king ; who no sooner understood the' na- 
ture of its ccxitentS) tluoi he flung ft into the fire. 
The prophet was then commanded to write the 
same.denundattoBs a^n^ and Jehoiakim's im- 
pie^ was punished soon afterwards by the arri- 
vals of the Babytoiish arUiy. 

Nebuchadnezzar, having defeated the king of 
Egypt, at Carchemish) marched directly against 
Jeitisalero, which was soon reduced by his victo- 
rioQS arms« The temple was immediately despoil- 
ed of its richest ornaments i the royal palace was 
rifled ; the most hc^ful young princes were des- 
tined to serve at fiabylon in the capacity of 
eunuchs ; and aU the choicest youths of the city 
were carried into captivity* Jehoiakim was per* 
milted to remain as a kind of viceroy over his own 
kingdom, in consequence of his submission and 
promise of a yearly tribute. But at the expiration 
of three years he renounced his engs^ements,and 
drew upon himself the heaviest effects of Nebu- 
chadnezzar's resentment. Judea was immedi- 
ate^ overrun by hostile troops ; upwards of three 
thousand inhabitants were made prisoners ; and 
JehKdakim's murdered body was left unburied 
without the gates of the capitid. 

Jehoiachin next assumed the crown of q.^^ 
Judab^ l)ut his actions wo^ so displeasing S99J 



to iherAIniiighty^ that his government was. cut. off 
in its very beginning. He had not reigned U^ree 
months before he was alarmed by the a^ptoach of 
Nebuchadnezzar^ Who sent him and his. whole* 
^ourt captive to Babylon ; stripped the temple^ 
palace, and treasury, the second time ; and sel 
Zedeldah upon the throne, after compelling hin^ 
to promise a certain tribi^e, and to lake an oatb 
of fealty* 

This new monarch, who was the son of Jbsiah, 
and uncle to Jehoiachin, proved as unmindful of 
^e recent judgments, and as irreligious as any 
of his predecessors. He, however, retained pps? 
session of .his kingdom some years by his regulai^ 
payment of the stipulated tribute r during which 
iime he received embassies from the kings pf 
Moab, Ammon, £dom. Tyre, and Sidon. Biit 
he was at length persuaded to shake offthe Baby^ 
lonish yoke, and^ by that means, hastened the 
total destruction of Jerusalem i as Nebuchad*' 
nezzar immediately advanced at the, head of a 
iiuiperous army, wasted the country, seized upo» 
t^e moist important fortresses, and laid close siege 
to the metropolis*^ 

' Zedekiah now perceived the fatal consequence 
«f his rash enterprise, and sent to consult the 
prophet Jeren^iah, w;hpse 'epunsel he had hitherter 
slighted ; but the approach of Pharaoh*Hopbra|' 
cotppelSngi Ihe invaders to raise' the siege^he 
b«g^n to suppose the d«:iger wasipast. TWf 
i)fU3tipkk€;Qopinio% however, was soon confutedf 
by, tjiie return of Nebuchathiezzar, and .the sub- 
a^U^nt; scarcity of. provisicmv Diii^g^this ia$| 
siege, Jeremiah earnestly exhorted th^;Jki^ ;^ 
avert tfi^ impending riiin by timely sutmission ;; 
bttty instead of adof>ti&g thus expedLent^ he at^ 
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tempted to make his escape by night, and was 
taken by the enemy, together with his guards 
and nobles. Nebuchadnezzar glutted his revenge 
iipon the ill fated prince, by causing his children 
to be* massacred before him, and then ordering 
his eyes to be put out, that no object might 
"obliterate the impression of that terrific scene ; 
and soon after this calamity he was sent to 
Babylon, where he died in close confinement. 

The Jewish capital, after holding out ^r n p 
two years and a half ag^nst the most stre- ^gg * 
nuous exertions of the besiegers, and the 
sad effects of a grievous famine, was at length 
entered by the Chaldeans on the 1 1th of the 
fourth month, answering to our 27th of July, in 
the year of the world 3416. The city was im- 
mediately pillaged of all its treasure ; the sump- 
tllous edifice, erected to the God of Israel, was 
reduced to ashes ; the fortifications ^vere utteriy 
demolished ; and the greater part of the buildings 
levelled with the ground : while the unhappy 
fews were led in triumph to Babylon, except 
£fotne ifew of the lower order, who were left td 
cultivate the land. The prophet Jeremiah, how- 
ever, |Ht>cured his liberty, and was permitted to' 
reside with Gedaliah, whom Nebuchadnezzar had 
left as' governor over the miserable remnant of 
Judah.> 

Such was the melancholy catastrophe of the 
Jewish monarchy, after it had stood three' 
li^aidred and eighty-eight years, from the revolt 
ef the ten tribes; and one hundred and thirty-' 
fbur from the excision of the IsraeUtish com* 
mouwealth. 
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THfi HISTOEY OF THE JEWS, FROM THEIft 
RETURN FROM THE BABYLONISH CAPTL 
. VltV, TO THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSA- 
' LEM BY TITUS VESPASIAN. 



SECT* I. 

fivm the Return ma ^ Babylon tq the Death of 

Jfehendab, 

-J ^ nr^E Jews, having remained seventy 
,^^g* X years in captivity) according to the 
'predittibn of Jeremiali, were at lenglh 
permitted^ by th^ decree of Cyrus, to i^tum to 
their aatbe land, and to rebuild tiiat sacrededifice 
which had been ever regarded as the imu^ediate 
babitatioii of Gpd, till reiteiated crunesprovoked 
his vengeance^ and indiiced him ta leave it de« 
fenceless t<> the etiemy» • 
': The king's edict was no sooiier made public^ 
than the chiefs of Judah and Benjamin, togethet 
witii the priests and Levites, asseiftbled, in order 
to reviit their beloved country. Their ei^ample 
was imitated by all*; those who had a zeal 

W 

. * It mast be observed, that the men of Israel 8Uid ^- 
dab were blended together, from this time^ under tb« 
name of ytmtt as many persons of the ten tribes took 
this opportunity of retuming to the land of their fQie- 
i^tUets^ 



fefTthe God of Israel; alid even those who pre>- 
ferred a residence in Babylon to the purposed re»- 
moval, cheerfully fhmi^ed their brethren with 
Buoh articles as were requisite either for their 
journey, or for the building of the temple and 
<ity» * ' 

' The number of those who returned, under the 
conduct of Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest^ 
amounted to Ibrty-two thousand three hundred ^ 
and sixty, beside^ their servants of both . sexes, 
who were in all, seven thousand three hundred 
^uid thirty-seven. Mention is also made of two 
hundred men and women singers, four hundred 
and thirty-five camels, seven hundred and thirty- 
six horses, two himdred and forty-five mules, 
and six thousand seven hundred asses. 

By this account the reader may see how smaH 
the number was of those who returned, in com- 
parison of those who chose to continue in Babylon* 
Even of the priests only four classes returned ; 
but these, immediately after their arrival, sub- 
divided themselves in such a manner as to make 
up the original number of twenty-four. The 
Levites, singers, and other officers of the temple, 
took up thdr «^bode in or near Jerusalem, that 
they might wait on the service of their God, by 
rearing up his akar, and preparing all things 
against the first solemnity ; while the rest of the 
people were occupied in planning their future 
habitations, or in searching for such of their 
briethren as Nebuchadnezzar had left in the cir- 
cimijacent country. 

On the first day of the nwnth Tishri, the new 
year was proclaimed by the $ound of the trumpet ; 
the 10(h of the same month was the grand fiust 
ofeiq^iation; and the 15th ushered in the feast 
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of tabernacles, which was. celebrated with the 

usual solemnities* 

It was now unanimouslf resolved to commence^ 
the important task of rebuilding the temple : a 
voluntary contribution, therefore, was made by 
each individual according to his ability ; timber, 
was procured, and workmen hired, to execute 
the design with all possible dispatch. 

^ In the second month of the following 

534. y^^^' ^^ foundation was laid with great < 
solemnity in the presence of the go* 
vemor, the high priest, and all the congregation ; 
while the sdr resounded with vocal and instru-. 
mental music, and the contemplation of God's, 
mercy produced loud and frequent acclamations.^ 
These expressions of rapturous delight, how- 
ever, were by no means general ; as many of the 
priests and Levites, who had seen the sumptuous 
temple that was destroyed with their unhappy 
city, could not forbear uttering the most sorrow- 
ful lamentation^, while they considered the in- 
feriority oTthe present plan. 

The Samaritans, whom £sar-Haddon, king of 
Assyria, sent from Cuthath to repeople the. 
country from which he had carried the ten 
tribes of Israel, now tendered their assistance to- 
wards the completion of the new building. But 
when the Jews declined their proposal, tdleging. 
that it would be a dishonour to their nation, to 
admit strangers .to a participation of their worii ; 
these pretended friends were suddenly changed 
into the most implacable enemies, and eagerly^ 
embraced eVery opportunity, of vilifying and 
distressing their n^v neighbours. 

In consequence of -tlieir malicious suggestions,, 
the Jews were represented to Cyrus as artbelliQU% , 
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nation who would soon establish an independent 
m«l8il^eifyV)aAd&fi&k^iOffF their allegiance to his 
tSfownf unless forbidden to proceed with their 
baii(Ung;~ The work was. accordingly stopped, 
in fii gteat measure, during the remaining five ' 
y«lUT^ of Cyrus^' life, and the reign of his 
successor. 

^X>ii'the decease of' Cambyses, and the accession 
of one of the * M agit these accusations were re- 
newed, and a decree was granted to put a toicU 
stDp to the work, which had been hitherto 
slowly- carried on, amidst various insults and 
obstructions $• and when ttiis^ decree was rendered 
void by the de^tth of the usurper, the Jews wpre 
so* effectually discouraged^ that they did * not 
evince' the' least desire to resume their enterprise, 
till a great dearth was sent upon their land as a 
piBiitfhment for their indolence and ingratitude. 
The ^prophet -Haggai upbraided- them upon this 
account, and assured- them, that if they now 
applied themselves zealously to the work, God 
would<Aot 'Only bless their exeilions, butwouM 
also make the glory of the second temple exceed 
that of the first. These promises had the de- 
sired effect, and the people cheerfully devoted 
their labours to the erection of the saci-ed ^ne, 
under the guidance of Haggai and Zechariah.' 
. • The envious Samaritans, emboldened by the 
success -of their former misrepresentations, ap« 
plied to Tatnai* g<»vemor of Syria and Palestine, 
informing him of the rapid progress which the* 
Jews began to make in their building, and; 
warning him of the evil conseqjiences that would 
hereafter result from the increasfaig strength "of 
that unruly people; ' The governor immeSately 
repaired to Jerusalem* and demanded by wh^t 
Vol. II. R 
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authority the wofk was ctoried on* ZamhbaboL 
and Jeahua readHf answered^ by adrerdng U^tbtt 
decree of Cfrua^ and producing the aacred veaaela 
which that monarch had gmckyu^y restored lor 
the express purpose of renewing the mackot 
worship* Tatnai having recei^d so imequivooal 
an answer, deemed it expedient to rder . tba 
business to his rajral maater; And Daiijus» on 
the discovery of the edkt > in the palsice> oC 
Ecbatanv issued out a decree, by which att^be 
grants of the former were ratted, and a severer 
penalty soinexed against such persona as ahrndd 
presume to obstruct or contniyene it^ 

This important decscee * was no sooner 
^^' communicated to the Jew% than the temn 
pie began to rise apsucs^ and in the ooucao 
of three years was happily finished^ The dedioa- 
tion was celetaited with equal joy^ and soiemaii^, 
and an abundance of sacrifices were ofitared^in 
token of gratitude and adoration to him who bad 
vouchsafed to deliver his people from ca|itivity> 
and to bring them once more to his ln^y 
mountain* 

Trom this time tiiey enjafed a profound, peace 
under their royal patron DariuB» and Xorsea 
his successor ; and in the reign of Artaxers^S) 
the husband of Esther, they received a faenefittal 
visit from Ezra, a leaemed and aeakma Jew; of 
the house of Aarcm, who obtained an an^^. 
commission to return to hia native country milJr 
as many of his nation as were desirous of accom-* 
panying him. > 

* In memory of this decree, which was given at Na- 
than, the Jews gave the name of Shushan to the eastern 

gate of the outward temple yral), and set up a bas-reli^ of 
that metropoUi over it, which remained till the tbne of 
Vespasian. 
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' On hb arriral at Jerusalem^ he delivered 
iBome ofiferingis.froin the Persian monarch and 
floisies to Ito priests, and sent to acquaint the 
govemti^ of Syrii^ and Paie«tiiie^ that the king 
iMd empowet«d him to reform or regalate all 
linEtters9irhttfaer4of church iDr state. He then ap* 
pointed jiadges-andmBgistralest who might take 
cognissuice of att offences^ and ihfiict such pu» 
nishments as were agvedalde to the law o£ Moses ; 
cdkected and. set forth a correct edition of the 
sacked books, restored th« worship of the temple 
to its ancient form before the captivity, and 
J«iriaed the Jewish Mtiirgy. . He is also supposed 
to hav« 4:haiiged the M Hebrew character for 
tilemorebtatttifolaiKUoomiaodious Chaldean, and 
tDrhaTe inserted auch clauses in the sacred historf 
aaweve necessary Km*: the explanation or iliustra^ 
tion of the original text* He.contimiedin t)ie 
likhfol iMschBTge of. hi* laithoHty thirteen years, 
when Nehemiah received a commission to suc'- 
ieedhim» : Josepbus asserts^ that he was buried 
fo'letnsalem ; but other Jewish writers affirm, 
that he letumed into Pema^a^ddied there in 
the hundrad and twdntietk year of his age*. 
i^'iNebemiah having am^ed at Jerusalem with 
ftO^^wer to iropah^ and adom both tbe city and 
temffle^ which «were then ii« ft dilapidated cott- 
ditioo, asitembtedthe-headft of the people, and 
tdld^iii«m he would immedititely^put his com- 
tMfisskm in force. Ho accordingly gave directions 
for thcL building of the city waH, and attended 
th#^w6fki|iiQa so t:ki6efy, that thelPr tasks were 
eoMpleted in fifiy-two days, notwithstanding the 
opposttion of some ^eaeherous Jews, who, at 
the iiistigation'of Saiibalkit, governor of Samaria, 
elldeavoured to diacourage th6m by tsiSoihi me> 
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^ods, »and£aaUy qbliged.tbc]nf tq arm io jdefence 
of their undertaking* , -, ,.»/.. - 

The governor,, understanding, iii.ihci. .QR^-: 
cution ^ this waclnj that the poorer, cla^/^ha 
bore the greatest share of the labour^.' had^be^ 
90 knpovecished bj- continual extortipns biefcpri^ 
his arrival, that they %ad been cotn^I^dr td 
mortgage their lands, sell .their chUdren^.^an^ 
submit to a variety of hardships, .upbraided th^ 
Jewish rulers in the severest terms for their covetr- 
ousness and inhumanity, and exerted himself m 
successfully in the cause of injured innocetice, 
that the vr^ts of the builders were obviated, and 
their murmurings hushed to silence* The. mar 
licious intentions of the Samaritans also proved 
abortive; and the dedicati(Hi of the- wall. W^ 
celebrated by the prieats and Levites' with the 
uaual solemnities. 

As Jerusalem was, at this time, but thinly iiH 
habited, most of the Jews having fixed theii!:i;^<^ 
jdetice in the adjacent country, Nehemiah fQUa4 
it . indispensably necessary to settle . a gi^'at^t 
number of people within the walls* He, %X ftfsU 
prevailed on the higher class to build houses ther^, 
by which means they might avoid the thieves and 
banditti who infested the other parts of. the lan^ 
lie. then agreed to accept all who chose to settle 
there, and, finally, took every tenth family; hy 
Jot.; so that the city, being well biiilt, fortifiej^ 
and peopled, began to resume some appeargnp^ 
of its pristine lustre* ... ^ \^,, 

Having thus provided for the safety of . Jenj--- 
salem, Nehemiah turned his thoughts to ^the , 
felicity of its. inhabitants, which, \he jv^V.'yreJl 
aWj^re, v^Ould either -incr^^e. or diminish io.piy* 
.p9^tion , to their pbediencei He, thertforc;. gi» 
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torted from thrill a general cmifession of their 
sins, and a aoleitin tow to rectify whatever was 
amiss in fetol^ ; causing a collection to be niadei 
at- 4^ same time^ f&t &e senriee Of the temple ; 
t» which he himseff generously gave a thousand 
drachnis of gold^ fifty dishes, and five hundred 
and thirty-two sacerdotal vestments* 

These arrangements being made, and the tenour 
of his commission completed, he returned accord- 
ing to his promise into Persia, after possessing 
the government of Judea twelve years. 

Such exemplary virtue, resolution, and muni- 
ficence, united in the person of a governor, might 
have been reasonably supposed productive of much 
pious emulation ; but he had no sooner quitted 
the city, thsin smie abuses began to creep into the 
church and commonwealth, and inc^ased with 
such dreadful rapidity^ that in less than five years 
die temple was -shamefully polluted ; and the sab- 
bath so totally <feregflirded, that the people thresh- 
ed their com, bartered witli the Tjrrians, and ex- 
pos^ their mercantife wares to sale, on that day, 
in preference to any other of the week ; notwith- 
^tandng the frequent and earnest remonstrances 
0f three considerable projrfiets, Haggai, Malachi, 
|knd Zechariah. - 

* ,0n Nchemiah's return, however, those abuses 
%ere corrected ; the public worship, which had 
been intermitted, was fully restored ; and fi;equent 
expositions of the Holy Scriptures were enforced, 
Dot only* in Jerusalem, but in ail other parts of 
'!fudea., . « 

* The length of his life af^er this reformationi 
lEod the place of bis death, arp equally unknownt, 
7pse{&us however asserts, that he died in ah ad* 
^Aborid age*- Hb character w^renderediliua* 
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tnous by his seal, for relifi^iony and U^e good of 
his countrymen ; and the dignity of hi§ office was 
supported by his inagnj^ficent hospitality* ■., - 

After his decease the government was entirely 
changed ; and Judea seems to have been jpin^ 
to the prefecture of Syria, from, which the high*, 
priests received their authority* 



SECT. IL 

The ISstory of the Jcwa under the High Prieuta and 

Maccabees* 

^ „ A S no further accounts are given of the, 
o^ ' jlV. Jewish nation in the conomco/ ,bQok%. 
the sequel of their history must of necesr^ 
sity be founded on those of the Maccabees^ ^vi^b- 
the assistance of such intelligence as may l)e drawn 
from Jbsephus* .... 

Judea being now subject to the prefecture of 
Syria, and the administration of the Jewish affairs \ 
intrusted by the governors of the high^priests^ . 
the greatest part of those misfortunes that ensued 
may be justly attributed to a set of men who as^ 
pired to the pontifical dignity, more through mor^ 
tives of avarice and ambition, than any zeal, for 
their religion or the welfare of their brethren. . 

About the thirty-fourth year of Artaxerxe^ 
Mnemon, Jpiada was succeeded in the hig^i-priesiU 
hood by his son Johanan* Some time aft^sr hisii^ . 
vestiture, he received a visit from hia brother i 
Jeshua, who asserted^ that Bagoses, the. governor 
of Syria, had promised to transfer the 4iacr«d digq^. ^ 
nity to him. A dispute immediately eiisue^ fp^) i 
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Jieshua ; was ubfortunately slain in the interior 
eourtof the temple. Bagoses receiving intelli- 
gence of this accident, upbraided the Jews severely 
with defiling the habitation of their God ; and 
imposed a heavy fine upon the pontiff, which was 
not taken .off till the death of Artaxerxes changed 
the face of affairs. The Jews were, howeveri 
by no means free from trouble in the reign of his 
successor ; for Ochus, having subdued the greatest 
part of Phoenicia, carried his victorious arms 
into Judea ; reduced Jericho, and sent a great 
number of the inhabitants into captivity. Ten 
yi^ars after this event Johanan died, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Jaddua* 

The fidelity of the Jews to Darius the third, 
exemplified iu their refusal of granting a supply 
Qf provisions to his enemy, drew upon them the 
^«sentment of Alexander the Great : but the im- 
pending danger was turned aside by the submis- 
sive behaviour of the priests ; and the victorious 
prince, on his entering Jerusalem, commanded a 
profusion of sacrifices to be offered to the God of 
Israel. On his return to Alexandria, he settled a 
great number of Jews among his own subjects, 
and admitted them to an equal participation of all 
privileges and liberties. He was, indeed, highly 
proyotLed at the refusal of his Jewish soldiers to 
assist in rebuilding the temple of Belus ; but their 
invincible constancy triumphed oVer his ^ger, 
and he generously sent them back to their native 
country. -About four years after Alexcuider's de- 
cease, Jaddua left the pontifical dignity to his son 
Qnias. 

Upon the division of the Macedonian empire, 
Palestine became subject to all the revolutions 
and wars which Alexander's successors waged 
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against each other; being successively invadecf 
and oppressed by the Syrians and Egyptians* It 
was at first given to Leomedon the Mkylentan ;' 
but soon aftfer invaded by Ptolemy,' who took the 
capital on a sabbath day, and carried neaily one 
hundred thousiemd prisoners to Egypt : but the 
consideration of their loyalty to their for- 

2^* nier conquerors, and the strict regard they 
psdd to their oaths, induced him to intrust 
them with the care of several considerable gar- 
risons, and to confirm those privilegeli which had 
be^i granted to their nation by Alexander* 
• The Egyptian monarch was soon com- 

312 P^ll^^ P^ resign the possession bf Judea to ' 
AJntijgonuS) who marched against him with, 
a powerful army* He, howeVer, contrived to re- 
serve the cities of Aa, Samaria, Joppa, and 
Gaza, and carried off an immense treasure, , 
besides a multitude of inhabitants, whom- he 
settled in Alexandria* His generous behaviour . 
towards this people proved so allurihg, that vast 
numbers flocked to his intended metropolis, from 
all parts of Judea and Samaria i preferring hb go- 
vernment in a foreign country,- to' the perpetual 
revolutions which they experienced in their own* 

: The laudable generosity of this prince was imi- 
tsited by Seleucus, who indulged the Jews wiih 
much the same privileges ih Lesser Asia, as his . 
tpmpetitor granted them in Egypt. 
■ ^ Soon after the recovery of Judea by 

202.* l^tolemy Soter, the Jewish high-priest 
Simon died in the ninth year of his* pon^ 
tificate*^ The. sanctity of his. manners, and the 
integrity of his actions, hac} acquired him the sur- 
name of ^' the Just ;'* and his laudable exertions 
for the benefit of the nation have itnmortalised 
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hb. character as a governor. He repaired and > 
fortified the temple and city ; caused a cistern to 
be n^ade in Jerusalem, of such capacious circum- 
ference, that the author of Ecclesiasticus com- 
pares it to a sea ; and rendered the most essential, 
service to the worshippers -of God, by finishings 
the canon of the Old Testament* He left an in- 
&nt.son named Onias, whose uncle Eleazar waa; 
substituted high-priest in his stead. 
• Ptolemy Philadelphus, on his accession _. ^ 
to the throne of Egypt, resolved to con- 284.' 
firm those franchises which his father had 
granted to the Jews ; and being solicitous to ob- 
tain a copy of their sacred books to be translate^ 
into Greeks and deposited in his noble library at 
Aiexaodria, he strove to oblige them with many# 
proofsofsignid friendship* 

Some o&er contending monarchs evinced an 
equal desire to ingratiate themselves with the 
Jews, particularly Antiochud-Theos, Who granted 
to, those of Ionia the same privileges with the. 
Greeks. This prince maintained a sanguinary 
war agsunst Philadelphus; but in th6 reign of 
Ptolemy Euergetes he was dispossessed of the 
provinces of Syria and Cilicia» besides other cities 
of Asia. Euergetes, on his retun^ from thes^ 
conquests, visited Jerusalem, and offered a great 
number of sacrifices in acknowledgment of liia 
$()ccess. : 

; At the death of Eleazar, the high priest- - J 
hdod was assumed by Manasses^ the uncle ^43 j 
0^ Simon the Just, who left it to Onias in 
the thirty-sixth year of Ptolemy Philadelphus. 
The danger to which the Jewish state was. re- 
duced, by the sordid avaricQ of thispoixtiff, baS" 
b^en already shown in the history of Egypt. Hid ' 
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son and successor, SimoQy was justly celebrated' 
for his piety, aseal, conduct, and resolution ; all 
of which were severely tried in the firet year of 
his pontificate, as the Samaritans eagerly em.- 
braced erery opportunity of wreakii^ their malice 
pn the Jewish natiotu 

Ptolemy Philopater, having in tbe mean time 
flucceedcd to the throne of Egypt, was in immi- 
nent danger of losing Palestine, by the treason^ 
able prances of Theodore, goVemoF of Phoe- 
nicia, who had engaged to defiver that province 
iiito ^e bands cf ' Ahtiochus. The plot wai dis^ 
covered ; but Antiochus resdved to lead his Ibrce9i 
into Gafilee, and actually took several' consideri^ 
Mx dtie^ oh both sides of the Jordan^ Ptolemy 
on the other hslnd, assembled A powerfidarmy;. 
and, next spring, compelled the irivader to i>elki-». 
quisbattliis acquiiMons* 

The Jews immediately came forward to con* 
gratnlate the vtctoi* on Ma suecess,and were re<»- 
ceived by turn with many marks of favour* Ife 
soon after went to Jerusaleih, where he offbred 
'k great nuiiilber of victims, and midd some con-* 
tioerabfe presents to thetemplel But fftivfen^ con« 
ceivedian'oncoiiqubrablede^re to penetrate into 
the iAteri<Nr parts of that sact^ed* ediice, ' he iii<- 
ettrred the indSgnatton of thei Almighty^ who 
tnfotehim^th suchateftor of mind^ wl^ile he 
was forcing a passage through the priesti^ and 
the. people were sending up cries to heaven in 
order to avert bis design, that he was carried oUt, 
half dead, by his attendants. This jud^ent Wft, 
however, so faY ft*om bringing him to a due sd^ 
of his itniiFkms presiihiption, that he quitte(^^/4- 
rusalem with all tlie rancour of confiHned hatrA, 
tnd soon took au opportunity of expressing his 
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diabolical resentment in a most dreadful perse- 
cution against the Jew8> who were at length de- 
livered by the immediate interference of Divine 
providence.* , . 

On the decease of Philopater, his two « ^ 
COdnpetitorsy Aotiochus the Great and 204/ 
Philip of Macedon> united their forces to 
dispossess |Jie youi^ Epiphanes of his whole 
kingdom* On this occasion the Jews departed 
fiiom their wonted loyalty, and submitted to Anr 
tiochust who «made a quick progress into Judea^ 
and rewarded the voluntary services of the inr 
li^itmits with many extraoixlinary favours. 
. Three y«ara after this event, the high-priest 
Siinon died; ^nd was succeeded by Onias th^ 
tl^ird, a maA of gi)eat piety» clemency, and pru* 
dence. In the eighth year of this pontifiP, the 
Jews were deprived of a powerful friend, by the 
assassination of Antiochus ; but his son Seteucus 
continued to patronise them for some time^ and 
furnished a]} the expenses of their diurnal ofTer- 
ings out of his own treasury* Judea flourished 
in peace and plenty ; the Mosaic laws were duly 
venerated { and the generality of the people eor 
joyed the incomparable blessings of content, tiU 
9^ unfortunate breach between Onias, and Simoo 
i|he governor of the temple, introduced a series of 
Vexations and calamities* 

.^ The cause of this misunderstanding does not ap- 
pear.; but the contest, whatever it was, grew to 
juch a height, that Simon resolved to revenge 
itimself by the most unlawRil means, and accord*- 
9^y hastened to inform ApoUoniusi the governor 
i^ Cttlo-Syri^ and Palestine, that the temple ^ 

• '. . • . •• • * ...... . .1' ^^ ' 

• Vide vol. I. page 252. 
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Jerusalem contained immense treasures, which 
might be seized at pleasure for die king's use. 
Seleucus was immediately apprised ; and Heli* 
odorus was commissioned to fetch the valuables 
from the high-priest. 

^ Hetiodorus was received at Jerusalem 

1 ^fi ' with every mark of respect ; and received 
for answer to his inquiries, that there was 
indeed a considerable treasure in the temple, con«- 
sisting of the sacred utensils, and certain sums of 
money which had been deposited" there for the 
'widows and orphans of the Jewish community i 
but when the messenger insisted upon removing 
this property in obedierice to the royal command, 
Onias resolutely declared, he would never con- 
"Bent to its alienation from the right owners, to the 
disgrace of himself and of that holy place, which 
was reverenced by allthe world. This remon- 
strance proving inefiectual, and the ministers of 
the temple having exerted themselves in vain t6 
oppose the execution of his design, the whole 
•city was thrown into consternation, and the' gates 
were ordered to b6 broken down for the entrance 
of the Syrians; but God, at this critical moment, 
vcfuchsafed to defend his habitation from defile- 
ment, and smote the presumptuous strangers with 
such a panic, that they fell down hdlf dead. 

When Simon perceived the ill success of his 
treacherous design, he endeavoured to enfiame 
the minds of the Jews s^ainst their pontiff^ whom 
he impudently charged with baring invited He* 
liodoras to Jerusalem. This iniquitous asser- 
tion occasioned much party prejudice^ and some 
efifusion of blood; till at length, Onias wefH 
to Antioch, and laid his complaint before the 
king, who pronounced the sentence of banish- 
ment against his rival* 






/' Atitibchtis ISpiphloies was scarce!^' seated cm 
the throne before Jason, the brother of Onias^ 
i^ent td court, and procured the high-^priesthood, 
at the price of three hmidriBd and fifty talents.* 
Finding how acceptiMe this money was to the' 
king, whose treasury was exhamted by the large' 
tribute paid to Rome, he ofTertd him another 
s«n of one' himdred and. fifty talents for the 
liberty of erecting a gymnasinm at Jerusalem,' 
with an academy for instructing youth after the 
Grecian manner; and for the power, of making 
such Jews as he thought fit, free of the city of 
Antioch. These induljgences were readiiy grtint- 
ed ; and Jason, on his return, procured a power- 
fill party in opposition to that of his rival Onias. 

Having erected the academies according to his» 
design, he was joined by a number of persons, 
who, through a wanton inconstancy, became ena- 
moured of the Grecian customs, and readily' 
joined in the most indecent exercises. The free- 
dom of Antioch was also considered as a valuable- 
privilege, and rapidly augmented the number o£ 
his partisans* 

. Expecting to ingratiate himself more efiectually 
with Antiochus, he saitj next year, a consider-, 
able sum to be expended in sacrifices to the Ty«. 
rian Hercules ; and, soon after, received the king 
at Jerusalem with a magnificence proportionable 
to his ambition* His ill-acquired dignity .was,- 
howeTer, soon wrested Irom him by his brother 
Mehelaus. 

This man having obtained the high- 3 q 
priesthood by the most servile flatteries, {y^ . 
and an addition of three hundred talents 
to the price paid' by 'Jasony returned exultingly to 
Judea, and raised a considerable nun^ber of ad- 
herents. The opposite party i^solutely opposed,' 
Vol. 11. S 
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and coiBpeM^d him to retire to Antioch ; but/ on 
1»s informing the king that he deafgoed to abdtah 
the Jewisfa religion, and conform entirely to that 
of 1b& coontry^ Antiochus furnished him wiih a 
hod^of tKxqia, who soon compelled hia enemies 
1)o quit Jtidea, and take sanctoar^F in the land of 
the Anunonites«^ 

But, i/Hiile Menelaus was exerting himself to* 
bring flfaaut a. general apoatacy from the true re- 
Hg^n, he neglected the payment of the moiiey 
promised Antiocbus, notwitiistanding the press- 
ing isoportunities of Soatratus, receiver of the 
cQsloniia in Palestine. Being at lei^;th commanded 
to repeiv^o Antioch, and finding that nothing but- 
ready jhoney could reocMrer the royal favour, he 
eauKd the temple to be pillaged of the golden 
vesaela, and sdd them at Tyre, to supply his pre- 
sei^ esiigence and future extravagance. Ontast 
who had 'been confined to the capital of Antioch^ 
ever since hia deposition, received intelligence of 
tlus abominable sacrilege, and made such bitter 
eomplaints on the occasion, that Menelaus deem* 
ed it advisable to provide for his own safety by 
the murder of the good old high-priest^ who was, 
accordingly, sacrificed to his resentment, near . the 
asylum of Daphne, in the vicinage of Amioch*. 

This inhuman cruelty, exercised on a person ao. 
venerable both for his age tuid piety, dnew the 
public indigna;tion on the assassia ; and' even the 
king was so deeply i^ected, that he could not for- 
bear weeping at the relation of the murder* Aa- 
dronicus * was, tiierefore« doomed to expiate his 
crime by death ; but Menelaus, his iniquitous 

* Such wasthepower of commtion in the coi^rt of An- 
tioch, that Andvonicuft, ^n^ cf tif prime nob/es, consentfed 
to murder a pious and venerable man, for a cett'aid pecu- 
niary reward given by the traitor Meaelaus. 



eihploycr) Ibimd mcanft to avoid pimifthtnetit^litid 
totnaintain his credit »6tiie tiiAe longer^ by the 
lai^ stimB which Lyn^afehuB, his brother, and 
vicegerent) transniitted from Jenisakni. 

The iinparBlleled viol^&cee that were used to 
faiso YXiMMiey, excited a popular tumult^ in which 
the gxianda of LysiftSKchtfs w«pe put to ilght, ar^ 
KiiiiselF massacred at the treaftui^ of the tetnpl^ i 
a deputation wa6 then hetit to Antiochus to ju^fy 
the people's nevenge, and to accuse Menelaus ^ 
the crimes tiiat hA ocCK^I^ned so much trouble 
both in. Antidbh and ludea ; but the ateined 
paftfy having recourse to* btlbeiy} o^tci^ed to 
4t^ the tnqpetidkig Mottt^ aM to prd^nre ait 
onder &r the dcfiih of the diq^ea, whdsejpowwN 
ful pkadingB might have melted the he«rtt ef tei^ 
baHaii«. This ftifiMiei^ A^nx^nee was so dia^ 
pi»aBing.<0tthe TyrtaAft, diat tiley hbniMMd the 
bodies witjl a dtteeKt sbpiHtkM, though Aiey dia«t 
i^Mpkwfy dhs^pifitifv^oT the tymftnical-^roeeM^ 
ingtojof ^hecourt/ 

i.jJa«ei^iM4ng fallbrttietlthat Antfolbhue^lad beta 
kWed ih EgyfMv teHK^eA «a atcsmpt 4he» ieob^ety 
e£ci3ris:digf»i^f Ahd^'afeoetf^gly, made ki» ^* 
pearaiibe 6efoi^^theliw^ of Jemialetoy at the 
kttd bf a ' thoufiafid ¥nm. H&^g obtaitiwd ad-^ 
mittance iiiltotlfe citjr, he revenged himself ift-th^ 
moet si^guinaiy thii^fter upoM all whom he sup^ 
posed to hkve been ^f the ^dveiise pal^ ; bHt this 
news of Che king'^s epproach i9oan compelled lirn 
(o % tiie tiomtfy. At^tioehus wae Indeed ^* 
fHibing agahMlt the* leWBy w)io had mad^ Mme 
tejoieings at therepbn of his d^adi^ f«d on U^ 
Aitl^aly lak efce^Aited his ^&Ml intent»on»^so eifet'^ 
fually, ^at yHtJtAh three day^ foity ^ou- ^ ^ 
sand peiiftonswet^mte^sacred, and aa many .^^q/ 
sold for slaves* Not content with this 
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dreadful vengeances he forced his M^y into the 
most holy recesses of the temple, defiled the sacred 
vessels with hi$ impious hands, iutd caused every, 
valuable . article to be seized for his own use ; 
besides one thousand eight hundred talents of gold 
and silver, which he took frtan the treasury. He 
then bestowed the government of Jadea on a bar* 
barous Phrygian, called Philip ; and, having Idft 
the iniquitous Menelaus in possession of the high- 
priesthood, returned triumphantly to Antioch.. 

About two years aftef these dreadful 
lea transactions, the inhuman tyrant renewed 
hjis cruelties, by commissioning Apollonilis 
to. enter Judea ajt; the head of tweat]^ thousand 
soldiers) to massacre all the male ihhabitatltsi 
secure* the women and children for sale, and 
plunder all the cities with<Mit distihction: Apollo^ 
nius accordingly repaired to Jerusalem, ^and con- 
cealed his horrid design till the ensuing sabbath ;, 
but,, when the citizens were all in profound quiety 
or employed in the public worship of their Creator^ 
he ordere4 his men toaf^ms, ^ai murdered, all 
who fell in his way ; even the temple and' sytla-. 
gogues were deluged with, the Wood of the con-, 
gregations, and every species .of barbarity was 
perpetrated on an unfortunate people, who tame- 
ly submitted to death rather than pi^fane the 
sabbath by taking up arms in their own defence* 
Every part of the city was then pillaged, the wall^ 
demolished, the most Stately fabric^s razed to the 
ground, and most of the houses reduced to asbe^ 
The temple was indeed permitted to standi but its 
service was totally abandoned ; and the officers of 
Antiochus built a foitress opposite to it, so that 
they might easily sally out upon any persona who 
attempted to approach ^t pollut«di ^Ufice« 
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. Thi^' persecution, was not confined. to th« inha^ 
bitants of Palestine^ but jextended to all persons 
of the Jewish faith within the king's dominions ; 
a decree being issued out for the abolition of their 
religion, under the severest penalties. There were 
indeed manyvin diflRsrent. parts, who complied 
with the royal injunction, and consented to wor- 
ship the gods of the heathen, eithejr from motives 
of complaisance, self-love, or cowardice ; but, in 
Judea,. the most intrepid firmness and heroic re- 
solution bafiHed the artifices of the tyrant's mif 
nisters, and triumphed over the most execrable 
barbarities. 

. Atheneas, a perspn well skilled in the heathen- 
ish rites, and justly branded for his cruelty, dedi- 
cated the temple of God to Jupiter Olympusj 
causing. the statue of that idol to be erected on 
the altar of burnt offerings ; and compelling the 
miserable Jews either to offer up their adorations 
before it, or to endure the most exquisite tor? 
ments. Altars, groves, aixi images, were also set 
up in the other towns of Judea, and the inha- 
^tants reduced to the same pitiable extremities. 

Many of the Jews now deemed it prudent to 
quit their habitations ; and, accordingly, retreated 
to the excavated rocks, where they subsisted on 
herbs, wild roots, &c. Some of tliese ventured 
^to assen^ble in a cavern near Jerusalem, for the 
purpose of celebmting their sabbath 'y but Philip, 
ihe governor, having received intelligence of their 
^design, caused them all to be put to the sword. 

Antiochus hearing d the inflexibility of the 
i^ation, whom he earnestly wished to extirpate, 
and being exasperated at their boldness in defy- 
ing his edict and punishments, resolved to visit 
Jerusalem, that his oi*ders might be more rigidly 

S3 • 



ex^bited, or the rocui^aaits tortured wkh fciort 
acutaiesi and iAgeiiuityk 
.•Immediately oh tts JBrtit^, he ^rtisfied hh 
cunbsity by ocular demon^tmtkyti ; sndwas mdeb 
trarprised to •behold the ufuktinted courage 6f 
thofi^ who suffered for th€f cause of ye^glon ; biiM* 
HO c^i^d^ration • cbukl- i&du<$e h^m to abandon 
hfi iitireasonkble fttry , nor would he listen for W 
nio^fent to thfe dictates of humanity. 

The first vklim of hts ciHi^ky W^ the vefte- 
rifele Eleazer^ a- matt universally respected oh ac- 
count of his advanced age, extensive «fru^tioti, 
known probity, and pious zeal. Being -command- 
ed ib^ ek sWihe's flesh, he tefeolutely infused ; 
and wh^n the olBcers exhorteid him to cat some 
unfbi^tdden fies^, that 1^ kin^g mighthe dcfceived) 
he answered wilb becoming fi>r6tude, ^hat the 
most dreadfiil punishment was pi<elerab!e to a 
dissimulation so tiiSWorthy of his yeai*s, ^nd so 
daiigerous in its coflsequence. He was therefore 
draggcid to execution ; . and when at the pomt of 
dea<%, he exclaimed with a loud voice, ** LcHhd, 
thou Icnowest the agonies I endure in my body, 
but^my soul rejoioesin the idea of ■ suflering 
Jjatiently for thy laW* The ^ven brethren, 
whose martyKl6m% related in'the samebook> 
weife then brought before the tyrafit, and succes- 
sively doomed to the inost eXcjuisite torttft^S j 
while they were encouraged 'with the hc^e ^f *a 
jg^Hotis immortality by their pious ihoth^, Wlio 
was. last of all sacrificed to the ra^eof Antiochtfs^ 
. itti3 died with unsh2kketoihtre]^di^» 
< Hitherto the Jews had sufie^ed the md^trpoi^* 
tint affiictions in silefi^t i^si^a]d(>tir «idi ^6i^ 
ted without resistance fo l3ie hon^batt^iliibs df 
a tyrannic^ prtnce ; "but the' (Prided ©«Ay tKiw 
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vouchsafed to espouse, the cfuise, of his wretched 
people^ aod inspire some of his chosen seirants 
^ithmuffidtent yalQur to attempt the deliverance 
of dieir brethren, the destruction of the heathen* 
' Ish^idohy aad the restoration of the prtimtiv^ 
worship,; ., ; . , . 
'. . MattatbiftSy. an exi^inent priest of the famUy of 
Jbalak) had tetired tp Moclin, his native place (in 
Older to avoid the sjght of those impjous.irregu* 
lac&ies. nvhich prevailed in the unfortunate me* 
tDopoHsO l^hen -Apelles, one of the king's of- 
ficers, .came to exact tl^e obedience of the inha- 
bitants, to the icoyal command. Having assembled 
the pQQ|>}e .witb Mattathias and bi^ five sons, he 
addressed himself to the priest in such language 
fts-^emed m09t likely to conciliate esteei;n^ and 
promised the greatest advantages as the reward 
of prompt compliance: but Mattatliias boldly re- 
plied^ he ajad his sons wopld continue in their 
cibedience to God^ though. ev^^ry other member of 
the < Jewrah . nation should conform to the king's 
bdkt.;. and added, that no consideration should 
iprevail on them to abandon the religious practices 
oftliei? anceatorsv During this speech^ the of* 
ficer&had persuaded some pusillanimous Jews to 
sacrifice their religiop to their convenience, and 
had just prevailed on one to bum incence to an 
idol ; when the old pnest, calling to mind the 
.Mossdc injunction, rushed upon the apostate 
.tod slew him ; while his sons, iired with the 
aame noble zeaJ, killed the king's cheers, oveN 
threw the idolatrous altar, and, running through 
^ .city, jeshoried all who were zealous for the 
law of God, to fQll<>w them. Having by this 
• 'infiuift collected a considerable number of adher^ 
leotay they withdrew to one of the deserts of 
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Judea, in order to consult on the best means of 
providing for their defence. The recollection of 
tiiose sufferings which had been recently incurred 
by their ill-fated brethren, induced them to pass 
a resolution, with the advice and concurrence of 
pertain learned priests and rulers, that for the 
future it should be lawful to bear arnis, in their 
own defence, on the sabbath day, if they were 
then attacked by the enemy. This decree was 
privately communicated to all the Jews in Pafes-: 
tine, and the adjacent countries ; who, from that 
time, prudently resolve^ to oppose their inve^ 
terate foes at all times, and upon all occasions^ 
g ^ Mattathias having received a strong re- 

{qY inforcement from different parts of the 
country, began to exert himself in the 
glorious cause he had undertaken* Such of the 
$ews as had apostatised from the true faith, were 
either put to death or compelled to seek an asy- 
lum in a foreign land : the enemy was struck with 
terror and amazement ; superatidon and idolatry 
shrunk from the revenging hand of justice ; and 
the remnant of true worshippers were cheered 
by the returning dawn of celestial light j while 
the new-raised army marched from city to cityi 
overturning the heathenish altars, demolishing the 
graven imageS) cleansing the polluted synagogues, 
and restoring the divine worship to its original 
purity. 

These measures were crowned with such sig* 
hal success, that a happy reformation had extend- 
ed over a considet^le part of Judea, in the short 
space of one year ; and the zealous priest woiildy lA, 
all probability, have carried it to Jeriisalem, had 
he not been prevented by death : but the im« 
portant work which he left unfinished, ,was soon 
after completed by his heroic sons. 
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- ' Mattsjthiiis finding hk -bodily strength exhaust-^ 
ed) caHed his «ong about him^ an!d in a pathetic 
speech ren^inded them that the«^ of the Jew9 
had intix)duced a series of heavy and calamitous 
oppressions ; exhcftted them to hazard their lives 
bravely in defence of their holy religion ; and ad- 
vised them to act in compliance with the counsel 
of Simon, the eldest brother^ while Judas should 
1^ regarded as their general. Having thus dis- 
charged the duty- of a dying parent, and earnestly 
implored a blessing from the Most High on all 
their undertakings, he expired in a good old age^ 
and was intiei<red at Modin, in the septtlchve of his 
ancestors. - •* : 
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I 

TUdfUHmi^^yiidm hy the Rimiana* 

JUDAS Maccabeus, succeeding hid Esther ^ 
in jthe command of ihe arfny, led forth' ^^^^ ' 
his brethren against the foe sb' siiddenly/ 
that some of th6 strongest fbftfesse^ were eai 
sily reduced: the Syrians were chased flKim 
&eir most adv%intageous pdsts, and the apto^taice 
Jews retired ill confusion'; [whilst those who had 
Jeft^eir coilntry'to»a,void persecuticdirembFaced 
the presentbpportuhity of returning, and eiiliititig 
beneath lUie banner of so valiant a genend.' 

Apollonius, governor of Judea and Syria, re** 
flying to crush this dangerous revolt in its iiW 
fehcy, raised a considerable body of troops anii 
marched gainst the Maccalbeaii chief; but A|kA-' 
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lomiis was killed in the engagement^ «Ln4 his aol- 
ikrs were oc^iupeUed to seek their security in a 
INcecipitate flight. 

; AiHiochus was so violently enraged at the newi^ 
of.thU defeat) that he again denounced the.nmt 
dreafdfiil ; redgea^ce a^galnst . the . Jews ; but iiia 
tresaury was then so low, that he could not ini^ 
Ulediotely rtnew.the war; and before he could 
aeitomplish his: design, Seron, another of.h^ 
gbnenedsy was overthrown, by Jiidas, and eight 
hundred 0t his followm elatn on the field; of 

c. Adncd tf as immedii^y sent Jo ikit king^.of 
these particulars, together with an assuratpce ihat 
Palestine would be irrecoverably lost, if some 
steps were not immediately taken for jts. preserv- 
ation. Orders were consequently g^ven for the 
invasion of Judea,.||]|d .^9. extirpation of its in- 
habitants ; and an encampment was soon formed 

am ti>e pMm of Eai^saus^: hv iwtf tboiaaaiid CoKtt 
and sevea^housaad horsa 80ld^i% onderthe com- 
mand of Nicanor and Gkorgias, two crafty and 
experiaac^ ^si^»tli«DI$« ' V 

/tjidwi :i^|[V»»{;(%i((»lyL8fJ4re9aedibis fiwy> /cofc, 

sistlhg^^iift^rtlioqsi^ igai^ni ifi.a bQW:^^ 9ff(^ 
tiapa|;^.«pq^>wh<arw hei^^ieapiltutE^ted ^ir.re^ 
fsaoC sjoce^iiesjt reminded ^^Hj thl^. thieir Hftn 
aiad pessas^icllMs . vfare at staka, . and .ei^oited all 
tho$e to/qi^tbe.'€an^>fb0 i«]ere^dfailMtj»ad:atthfc 
lig^ of a.pdwarfal eij^oiyy. Oo.tlhis tkMSisiQii 
^iree tbcMsa^d of ^. l^ws basely foisiocic4heir 
ieader,.:and veirfial^d. &ab» ithe.i^peforanoe «f 
d»nget*.i bui ihe.t^i^dteing.diwion* haifioglm- 
ptored .ttie^.Slftyina a9Ststa]|ce:by:&0ting, prayer* 
Ml aacriftce,. obtained a ebinplete and ea^ vie* 
tOflirt>yer:th<^.Syria|ks:; batntttesrdsinp^aiid'eiif 
riched themselves with the plunden 
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'■ -Thifi bntti^ift suoefeHs^protreddouMy ttdvantage. 
0U8 to the cotiqueror, as it furnished him with 
ftrms s^d ammunidon for his men) and drew' 
Ireah enforcements from all perts oftheoountiy*: 

Timotheud) governor of- the country beyond' 
Jordan^ and Bacchides, tfiother experienced olU 
ficer of the Syrian army^ now united their fivrces^ 
with A design to retriere the late diahonouniUe 
defeat .; hut they wei^e completely routed by Judas, 
who killed twenty thousand of their, men ^in a^ 
pitched, bs^ttle, and obtained a fresh supply of 
money and provisions* He soon afterwards took' 
several important fortresses, and caused the ispoil 
to he 'equally divided between his brave toom- 
batants and their sick or indigent brethren; 
whilst Nlcanor fled to Antioch: in the disgtiise of 
a servant, and endeavoured to excuse his dis^^race 
by representing the Jews as altogether invincible. 

Lysias, who was intrusted with' the govern- 
ment during the king's absence, was justly alarm- 
ed at the intelligence he receivedifrom Judea; 
and accordingly hastdned thither, at the head of 
(Rxty thousand foot and five thousand horse. At 
B^tlmurali he was met by the Maccabitish gene« 
ral, and attacked with such intrepid resolution, 
that five thousand of his men were cut to pieces 
en the spot, and the remainder completely routed. 
Hetherefore declined a second engagement, and 
returned to Antioch with the design of augmeatin^ 
his forces. 

Lysias had no sooner quitted the pro- ^ ^ 
vince than Judas led his army towards jg^' 
Jerusalem, and caused that unfortunate 
€ity to be: thoroughly purified. Such of the priests 
as had distinguished themselves by their zeal or 
sanctity, were commissioned to cleanse the tem^ 



pie from the abominable idols and other profWne 
lumber of the heathens ; the altar of perfumes, the 
table of shewbread, the golden candlestick and 
sacred vessels, were made anew out of the spoil's 
of the Syrian camp ; the most holy place was 
t&oroughly repaired, and divine worship recom* 
menced with all possible solemnity. During' the 
feast of dedication, the front of the temple wasr 
decorated with a profusion of garlands, crowns, 
and other ornaments of pure gold ; every house 
was illuminated and richly iadoraed ; and the 
people, bearing branches in their hands in me-^ 
tnory of having k£pt the feast of tabernacles 
whilst they sought an asylum from persecution in 
the dens and mountains, expressed their gra- 
titude to God in appropriate hynuis of thanksr 
giving. 

There was yet one obstacle to be removed, viz. 
the garrison in the fortress over- against the tem- 
ple; but as Judas was aware of the strength of 
the place, and conscious of his inability to. block- 
ade it, he contented himself with fortifying the 
holy naountain, and establishing such a guard as 
might effectually counteract the hostile attempts 
of the Syrians. 

The report of these proceedings having spread 
• to all parts with amazing rapidity, the neighbour-, 
ing nations were so exasperated, that they una- 
ninvously resolved to murder all the Jew$ who 
dwelt among them, and waited impatiently for 
the arrival of Antibchus, that their combined 
fdrces might extirpate the persecuted nation. The 
latter part of their design was, however, happily, 
frustrated by the death of the tyrant ; and the. 
minority of his successor afforded a tew/iorayy, 
respite to the inhabitants of Palestine. 
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The jgoveniment of Coelo-Syria being „ ^ 
transferred from Ptolemy Macron to Ly- ^^^ ' ' 
stas, Judea was again invaded by a power- 
ful army under the conduct of that com-' 
mander. Georgias also made seyeral incursions 
with a body of strangers^ and the Idumeans, 
who had seized x>n the most advantageous posts> 
exerted themselves to prolong the war. Judas 
immediately assembled his troopsy and led them 
to Actabatene, where twenty thousand Idumeaiis 
were sacrificed to his resentment. From thence 
he inarched against the people of Bear, who 
Were defeated with equal facility; and^ having 
reduced two strong fortresses, he crossed over into 
idtxt land of the Ammonites, where he found a 
number of forces assembled under TimoUieus, 
the Syrian general* Here he had several skirmishes, 
which tended to confirm the report of his extra* 
ordinary valour, and terminated in the reduction 
of the city -of Jazer* 

Timotheus, in the mean dme, c(^lected a nu^ 
merous army fxoxxk among all the idolatrous na«- 
lioRs; resolving, by one grand effort, to retrieve 
the hxmour of the Syrian arms. He had not, 
however, penetrated far into Judea, when the 
Maccabitish chief advanced to meet him, and ob- 
tained a compliete victory ; twenty thousand five 
Imndred foot and six hundred horse being slain 
on the spot, while the general himself was com- 
pelled to fly for safety to the city of Gazara* 
Elated with this success, the Jewish combatants 
were easily persuaded to pursue their formidable 
enemy to his retreat, which was accordingly in« 
vested and soon reduced* Timotheus was put to 
death as the author of the public calamity, and 
iiis brother ApoUophanes met with a similar &tek 
Vol. II. T 



Howeve)*4d¥»HtagecmSthefitti^^eatedt»>nqlM^t8 
might be to the Jev^s who resided in Pftleatmei 
they proved fetal to tntmf t>f their brethi^n m 
other coutitries. No less than a diousand indi* 
viduals wei^ inhumanly mtosacred in the IuhI of 
Tob) while a considerate number were oom* 
peH^ to proTide §at their defence by fly 1% to the . 
fortress of Dathema, in the land of C^ileasd; and 
others were reduced to the udsnest extremity ki 
Galilee. 

Judas, receiving intel^ligenc^ of these particu* 
lars, convened a sanhedrim, in which it was re^ 
solved that he and hi6 brother Jonathan should 
join the Gi)eadite6 with eight thousand loenf 
that Siinon, another of hie brothers, should marcli 
to the relief of Galilee, and that Joseph and Ami- 
rias, Ins other brOthei*s, should remain with the 
residue of their troops to defend Jetusaiem* 

In consequence of iMs arrangement, Jiidas 
crossed the Jordan, and received infbmvation of a 
-sanguinary design Ibrmed fM^iost the Jewa in 
Bosera, i^isphor, Maiced, Alema, and CamaoK 
He immedhitely attacked Bosora, and^. haring 
freed his brethren^ set finftotfaeybuildinga; then 
pioceeding to Dathema, lie>difepers«i1te besiegerli 
with . great slaughter, and took the «ther Gi^ 
leaditish cities in reguliar succession ; till he had 
fully accomplished his generous intenticms, and 
enriched his army with' much spoiL 

Shnon, though greatly inferior in stren^h, was 
no less successful in Galilee* He vanquishedhia 
enemies in several rencd(interB,inll6d upwards/ of 
three thousand of their men, bnriched himself 
with their plunder, and delivered the unhatpi^ 
Jews fvom their oppression. But whilst this 
success attended tihe Maccabi^sBh chiefs Hi Gitead 



and Gadike, losepli and Azarias iaTolved them^ 
•elTcs in some Tnisfortunesy by ttlitemf>tiiig to 
emulate the exploils of their valiant re]aiives> in* 
atead of acting solely^ upon the defensive, as Judas 
had expressl3r desiiaed. They attempted to reduce 
the sea-port town of Jamoia; but tl^ir little army 
w^as overpowered by Georgias, and forced to re^ 
ttseat with abame aftd loi^ to Jentsaienu 

Judas, in the mean time, penetrated into the 
flouthem: 'parts of Idinneay aad demjdished He- 
bron, their famous metnapotliSf with all the neighr- 
iKiunng towns. He then centered tibe territories 
of the PhiHstkies and Samaritans, in order to dis*- 
courage them from joifung-the Syrians; and, having 
expressed his aUisnrencet^f idoiatcyh^ destn^ing 
ail the groves and aitars in his nxite, return^ 
trliimphantto Jiidea* 

Lysiaa had bf this time asaemided an ^ ^ 
nrrny of eight ^ousand fibot^ .and a con* ^^ ' 
fliderabie number of hprse and elqihants, 
with which he resolved to extiipate the Jewish 
nation, to repeople the land mith heathens, and 
to satiate his avarice with an immense plundei*. 
Animated with these kleas, he marched through 
the 'Oouthera territories of Jodah, and advanced 
ivithmaBgnantiury against theobnects of his per- 
aeciation. But the Jews, having seSki an equestrian 
figure on the coad whicb seemed to biaiidish a 
spear agakist the inJKaders, were inspired with 
such extraordinary courage that they rushed on 
the Syrian camp writhout hesitation, and pat ele- 
ven thousand men to the sword, whilst tht rest 
lietook themselves topflight* 

The defeated general was now fully convinced 
of lus imprudence in attempting to carry on hos- 
l^lies againat an enemy who fiaugbt bsieath the 
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banner of the Almighty, and therefore sent some; 
overtures of peace to Judas, promising they should 
be ratified by the king* Judas readily acceded to 
the proposal, and di^)atched two of his captmns 
to Lysias, with the conditions upon which he 
would sheath his sword. These were readily 
granted by Antiochus, and letters were sent to 
the Jewish senate expressive of his amicable in- 
tentions. 

This peace, however, was by no means conso* 
nant with the inclinations of the Sjrrian generalst 
who embraced the first opportunity of attacking 
the Jews, and engaged the neighbouring nations 
to espouse their ul-grounded and unjustifiable re- 
venge. Timotheus having entered the land of 
.Gilead, Judas marched directly to the assistance 
of his brethren, but had scarcely proceeded nihe 
furlongs before he was impeded by upwards of 
five thousand Arabian Nomades. A battle irti- 
mediately ensued, and the freebooters were com- 
pelled to sue for peace, which they obtained in 
return for a con»derable supply of cattle and 
provisions. Judas then hastened to cross the 
Jordan, and, af^er taking the city of Caspis and 
the fortress of Characa, phiceeded towards the 
■enemy's camp ^ but he had no sooner approached 
within sight thfUQ the Syrians were seized with so 
violent a panic that they unanimously took tt> 
ffight, and actually wounded each other with 
their weapons in the hurry of their retreat, i By 
this accident, Timotheus lost thirty thousand of 
his men, and thqse who escaped the present fury 
of their pursuers, were afterwards destroyed in this 
confiagration of the city Camion« 

Judas, having occasion to pass through Ephron 
in his way to Judea, sent to request permtiuioH 



'waS^d up their g3i$esrandj|M«pai^tb€SQwelv«0iw 
:sust9liHQg a sk^;!6« The ^^eral thsst^ort issued 
-out orders &»* seating, tliei wall> which, after.a 
Jerce aeaaiili, was carried* and raaed to the 
gpound i all the male iohahttants being maaaa* 
toreid, and the. females and children taken captive* 
Prom .SphsQn he croased the Jordan to Scythopo- 
lis) where he inquired of the Jews how they Jbad 
hem treated f and <m heariog them speak in &vour 
of the Scythopoiitans, he expressed im grate&il 
4Pknowle^ments to thatpec^lef and rdUunfid to 
Jerusaiem ahoutihe time of Pentecost. 

Another ppwerful eneniy was fet to be en* 
counterpd) Georgias, governor of Idamea, who 
Jbad harassed the Jews jbr some time* Judas 
^therefore advanced against him at the. head of 
three thousand foot and four hundred horse ; but 
the enemx fought with such fieroeneas and intre« 
p^dity that victory was for sonoe time doobtfidy 
ap4 Maccabeus had the mortifioation to see seve* 
ral of his most gallant. soldiers killed by liis side : 
jat length, however, his fisrvent , prayers were 
jbeard i the Idumeans suddenly todk to flight, and 
ikt was enable to rally hisforoes in the adjacent 
..town of Qdollam. He:tJbein.msde himself Blaster 
f»f some fortresses in Idumea, and, having wrested 
AscHius from the PhUiaitinest returned homekden 
imrith.plunder. 

Shpitly after his return fivim OdoUam, Judas 
resohred to besi^^ the fortress nf Acit^ whick stiQ 
remainfiid in the possesaioa of the Syrians, aad 
hindered many persons fxotn resocting to the 
temple. The place was exceediogly^stroog, the 
|;m!riaaB num^^rousy and the arms and pnmsions 
al»«(dii»ti but the renegado Jews, who^ resided 
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widi the ganrison, w^re veU convhieed that Jbiks 
'wodld eventually effect his design unless reUef 
could be procured : they accordingly persuaded^ 
the commander to make a vigorous saUy, in order 
to enable some of their brethren to repair to An- 
tioeh with the news of their distress ; and their 
scheme proved so successful, that the Syrian 
monarch immediately commanded his geiieralsto 
march into Judea with all the forces they could 
assemble, and afterwards resolved to accompany 
them in person* 

An arlny was immediately drawn together, con-; 
lusting of a hundred thousand foot, twenty th^u^ 
sand horse, thifty-two elephants, and three hun* 
dred armed chariots, which marched, under the 
conduct of the young king and his uncle Lysias^ 
to the borders of Idumea, and laid siege to tht 
£oitress of Bethsura» Here Judas ventured to 
attack them by night, and, having killed four 
thousand of their troops and throwi^ the wh<de 
camp into disorder, returned by day-break with* 
out the loss of a sii^le man. 

The Syrians bow resolved to venture a general 
engajgement, upon the supposition that the Jews,, 
notwithstanding their valour, must inialliUy be 
overpowered by numbers. Judas accordingly 
idvanced towaids them at the head of bis little 
army, and gave some convincing proofs of hts^ 
skill and intrepidity ; but, perceiving the extreme 
danger of his situation, he prudently retreated to 
Jerusalem ; whilst the king renewed his attacks 
on Bethsura, which was at length obliged to sui^ 
render for want of provisions* 
. Ha^g secured this dty with- a Syrian gam* 
aon, Anttochus marched to Jerusalem, aAd-toid 
close siege to the temple* Here he mtt with n 
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Vigof^us reftistance, from the valiant general and 
his troops, who eluded all the machines and kt- 
tempts of the enemy by counterwoiics, and ap- 
plied with the most unremitting diligence to th^ 
discharge of their' duty. They were however se^ 
verely distressed for provisions, and were just on 
the point of surrendering^, when Antiochus f^- 
ceived intelligence that Philip, who had usurped 
the government, was marching against htm at the 
head of an army out of Persia. The king, bein^ 
thus compelled to raise the siege, concluded a 
peace, and was admitted within the fortifications ; 
but finding them too strong to intrust the Jews 
with, he commanded them to be demolished in 
open violation of the treaty which he had just be* 
fore (Confirmed with the most solemn oaths* 

Menelaus, the apostate high-priest, was at thi* 
time accused of certain treasonable practices^ and 
condemned to be smothered with hot ashe^— a 
punishment justly due to the author of so many 
tra^cid calamities* The Jews, however, did not 
gain much by this circumstance, as the pontificate 
was immediately bestowed on Alcimusj a person 
no less wicked than his predecessor* 

On the death of Antiochus Eupator, and ^ ^ 
the accession of Demetrius, the rightfiil 253/ 
heir to the crown of Syria, Alcimus visited 
Antioch, for the purpose of complaining to the 
new monarch respecting the Jews, who, on ac- 
count of his opeli impiety, had refused to admit 
him inio the high-priesthood* His accusations 
i^iaihst Judas, and the rest of the Asmonean race, 
were so powerful, and ciuried on with such seem* 
ingzeal £»* thd king, that Bacchides, governor of 
Mesopotamia, was commissioned to march into 
JudcBi at tte head of a ccmsiderable anxiy> whtoh 
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nug^t i«ixifiUte the apostAle ui im digoi^, 4Ad^ 
.cany on the war against the Maccabees* 

Upon their arrival, Akimus and the Syriaa- 
general sent defmties to Judas, inviting himto aa 
amics^e conference, and protesting widi the most 
solemn vows that he should come. and go with 
perfect safety. Th^ Jewish chief waS) howeyer> 
well aware of their treacherous design, and, in* 
atead of accepting the invitatiotv hegaa to pre- 
pare for a vigorous ^efence-^-a measmt: which 
induced Bacchides ta return immediately to An* 
tioch. 

Alcimus having received a body of troops from 
the Syrian for the. maintenance of his dignity^ 
and drawn over a considerable number of xoal* 
contents to his party by gifts and caressesj de? 
termined on effecting his ambittous purposes- by 
violence ; and actually made, several excui^ions 
into different parts af the country, piUagi^g^ 
burning, and destroying all that refused to ac* 
knowledge his ill-gotten authority. Tbe^ enor? 
mities were, however, qo severely punished by 
Judas, that he found it impossible to approach tlie 
sacred altar without the assistance of a much 
greater army, and thenefore repaired to the Syrian 
court with fresh accusatiotts and co«aplaints» 

' Having presented D^^etrius with a rich qrowQ 
of gold sund some other valuables, he obtained ih^ 
desired assistance of that monarch ^ and a fresh 
edict was issued out for the destruction of Judas 
and his party* But Nicai[K>r, who was iaiiruttbed 
with this commission, had already xeceivc4 such 
p^VPfs of Judas's hnavery^ that he prudently i)»- 
loiyed to use his utmost endea^oliirs &(r tbs tc^ 
stomtion of peate* In compliance, hoiFeTier, with 
^ royal cpinmand, Nicapor hii » mmnfO^ 
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aifniy into Judea^ and Alcimus enjoyed the anti-* 
cipation of a signal revenge. 

Upon the arrival of the Syrians in Judea, theii^ 
army was considerably augmented by a number 
of apostate Jews, whom Maccabeus had driven 
from their habitations ; while the true worshippers 
assembled in the temple to implore the divine as* 
sistance by fasting and prayer, Nicanor advanced 
to the fortrefss of Dessau ; from whence Simony 
Jttdas's brother, retreated precipitately at the 
sight of his powerful troops, but, instead of com^ 
mencing any hostilities agsunst the valiant chief, 
he sent three of his head officers to noake pro* 
posals of peace* Judas readily acquiesced ; and 
ihe articles were soon after radiied, to the entire 
satisfaction of both parties* 

Hie harmony produced by this pacification was^ 
sck»] disturbed) and Palestine was again doomed 
to groan beneath the miseries of war, through the 
diabblical arts of the apostate high-priest. Thii 
perfidious wretch, conceiving himself injured by 
the new treaty, went ^ third time to Demetrius^ 
to accuse Nicanor of concluding a disadvantageous 
peace with the rebels, whom he was expressly 
commanded to destroy. The king immediately 
sent to Niduior, ordering him to renew the war^ 
and forbidding him to sheath the sword til| the 
Jewish chief should be slain and his party uttesij^ 
suppressed ; in consequence of which, the Syrian 
general was compelled to violate his promises 
toward a people whahad, on their part, faithfully 
j^rformed every stipulation of the recent ti^paty. 

Having repeatedly attempted to surprise Judail 
without success, Nicanor at length 'ordered his 
^tiiops to march to Capharsalama, where a battle 
wa& fought, gready to h£ disadyantai^. But the 
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Jewish artny, finding it impossible tp resist sioch 
a superior force, retired to their Metropolis* Nt-t 
canor followed them thither, and took possession 
of Mount l^on, from whence he was shown the 
sacrifices that were offered in the temple forking 
Demetrius; but this sight was so far from pacify* 
ing his resentment, that he called it a base super- 
stition, and swore to destroy both the temple and 
the wor^ippers, unless Judas was immediately 
gi^n up. The priests replied, that Judas had 
quitted the city ; but the exasperated Syrian rc» 
fiised to hearlaen to their assertions, and instantly 
commenced his threateoed cituelties upon the unr 
ba^py ntce9 whose oidy crioie wvs their fideiity 
to God jBOdiheir tea?e deliverer* Being \nBmatd 
that a member of the 8anbedritB9 oalkd Rtim^ 
liadbylos prec^ and example witkheid mleiny 
of bifl countrymen fpotn renouncing their iiitli, he 
aent a detachin^t to apprehe))d htoi^ in order that 
fae might either recant his religious €^mions> or 
tnzifer death* Eatis, perceiving his hauae so ef^ 
fectually sumounded that it was impossible to 
escape, fell upcsi lus own sword to disap|>otnt the 
malice of his idii^trous enem^^ ; the wound pnirr 
kig iaefiectual, he precipitated Mtnself from one of 
the turrets of his house t and ihesi^ starting op^ 
Ban to the summit of an adjacent rock, tore out 
his bowels, and eispired* 

Daring this horrid trajisftction, iKicsswr mm* 
menced ius nrnrch towards the land oi Samariaf 
ki order to attack Judas, who had redned thither 
with three tfaoBsand naeii. The Jewish .cliid^ 
kowever, inspirad his followers with such e3M:ra« 
Offdinary oourage, by quoting some appropriate 
passa^s. out of the sacred books, and by relating 
tiae {Hutticulam of a cddkial yimh, that Jiiey ^eU 
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Vipon the Sfri^mi ^tk irresktible fury, aSKli luup* 
]ng killed the geoeralf purtfued their advanu^ 
with such (iDi?enutt)n§p zeal, that notasinglt man 
was kfit to cariy the news ^ the slaughter to An«> 
tioch. 

Sttchasexicsof briUiaat succe8ie9<efreGtua]]y ter* 
rified the enemies of Maccabeus, who dqw suffer^ 
■pd hmk to return and take possession of Jeruoa* 
)em* During the peacefttl interval which soo» 
fjeeded his last victory^ he resolved to procure an 
alliance with the Romans, which might prove a 
9tliong protection against the injustice and op- 
pression of the Syrians* His proposals wece rea*> 
xlily ai^cepted by the senate, and a decree was en^ 
f^ven on copper, importing that the Jews were 
actoowl^dged ais friends and allies of the Romans, 
and Ithat l>^h nations should cheetrfiilly aid and 
succour each other upon all occasions. But, 
Jwhilst this aUitmce was forming at Rome, Denies 
trhls, having heard of Nicaaor*s defeat, sent the 
flower of his sumy, consisting of twenty thousand 
Joot and two thoussnd horse, into Judca> under 
the. Gomtnand of Bacchides and Akimus. 
. Qn their arrival in Oalilee, they took the city of 
rMaaeloth, and maiisiiGted a great nun^ier of Jews ; 
they then advanced towards Jerusalem $ but heatv 
ing that Judas had retired- with three thous^d 
4neB to the ndghbou^hood of £]eBsa, they hasf> 
(iened thither in order to attack him immediately. 
^The:ap|Mtiach of so fiM-midahie. an enemy struck 
;«ci:UimaAl dmnp into the hearts of Judas*s men, 
-who forgetful of their recent vktosies 9nd un^ 
jlimidfiil of their tiiampion*s preservatbn, baady 
forsook the fiekl at this important priais. The 
JMaecqibitish getiend was much afflicted at this 
cowardly and ungrateftil defection ; yet be encouh 
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raged the eight hundred men who tid^ained; t6' 
behave gallantly, and rely on that superior power 
which had so frequently torn the laurels from the 
brows of an idolatrous people and transferred them 
to the Israel of God. In the ensuing engagementy 
Judas made a resolute attack on the strongest 
' wing of the adverse army, and pursued the fogi- 
tive troops to Mount Azotus ; but, in the mean 
time, he was completely surrounded ; and, altera 
long and vigorous defence, he fell, covered witb 
wounds, on a heap of his enemies. 

The report of this unfortunate accident was 
highly acceptable to the neighbouring nations, 
who had so often felt the effects of Judas's avenge 
ing sword ; while theimhappy Jews regretted the 
]oss of their heroic chief, and shrunk in agony 
from the contemplation of new misfortunes 1 

Whilst Bacchides was employed in taking pix>- 
'per measures for the security of his own govern- 
ment, the principal officers who served under him 
were commissioned to search diligently for all t)ie 
friends and adherents of the Maccabees, and to 
put them to death by the most cruel methods that 
could possibly be invented ; so that this persecu- 
tion seemed to exceed all they had suffered since 
•their return from tlie Babylonish captivity. 

Those few, who under such dismal circum- 
stances, still retained an affection lor their coun- 
try and ancient worship, applied to Jonathan, the 
brother -of Judas, and earnestly entreated him to 
accept the command of the Jewish forces, and 
undertake the deliverance of their brethren from 
the Syrian tyranny. Jonathan complied with 
their desire ; but Bacchides was soon apprised of 
l)is design, and compelled him to retire into the 
'deserts of Tekpah* 



Jonathan's first care in this retreat was, td 
secure the effects of bis followers, which he ac- 
conHnglyr cotnmitted to his brothc^r John,- and 
denti' under a convoy to an adjacent city; but 
his unfortunate relative was attacked on the 
icoad by a tribe of plundering Arabs, called 
Jambrians, who slew him and his' men, and 
Tdapeated with thea^il. ToUevenge this injury, 
Jonathan laid an ambush in the vicinage of 
Medula, kQled four hundred peiisons who were 
assembled t6 celebrate a wedding between one of 
the Jambrian chiefi^, and a Canaanitish princess^ 
taid catfied'ofT a considerable booty. 

Badchidednow advanced with his army, fully 
resblved tb atti^k the Jews on their sabbath, upon 
the supposition that they wouM patiently submit 
to death, rather than transgress their law by 
resistance, ih this, however, he was niistaken, 
9B the Jews, partly through the encouragement 
of theii^ leader^ and partly through despair, made 
d^desperalte effort^ and killed a considerable num*' 
i^ of their assailants ; but, finding themselves 
^tntable to remst^ such superior forces, they plunged 
•in^ the'^Jordan^ which bdrdered' their encamp*. 
^ment,:and swam to the opposite «hore, while 
Qflcehided gave orders for the return of his troops 
tc> Jerusdlem. ' . 

On his arrival at that metropolis^ be • 
caused ^1 s^h places to be fortified and ^^' 
^am^ned, as might keep the Jews in 
«tWe^ and* prdbably compel 'the Maccabees to 
subl^it^rand the children of the principal in^ 
tililnlfeuits wer^'placed as hostages in the fort^ess 
'Ol' '^ra, to prevent their relatives from goine 
<^v^to Jonatiian. The impious Alcimfus, *abot$ 
4iie 8«ne time,>cc^hii]tended the wa]lx)f die temple. 
Vol. U. U 
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which divided the Qourt of the priestli from that' 
of the people, to be demolished ; but he had 
scarcely begun the sacrilegious work, before he 
was struck with a dead palsy, and expired without 
being able to adjust his affairs, or to utter a single 
word. After his death, Bacchides, having totdly 
reduced the country, returned to Antioch* 
« -, At the expiration of two years, durii^ 
158 ^^^^^ Jonathan and his party had enjoyed 
the inestimable blessings of p€iace, Bac^ 
chides was again sent into Judea at the head of 
a numerous army. On his arrival he sent letters 
to those of his party, desiring them to seize 
the Jewish chief, and conduct him to the Syrian 
camp : but Jonathan having timely notice of this 
treacherous plot, came suddenly upon the chief 
conspirators, and put them to death. 

After this exploit, he retired to Bethbasi, a 
strong place in the desert of Jericho, which he 
and his brother Simon furnished with all requisite 
provisions for a siege. Bacchides advanced as 
was expected, and sat down before Bethbasi; 
while Jonathan transferred his command to Simon, 
and went out with a small brigade to make ex* 
cursions. Crossing the country he vanquished 
Odonarches and the sons of Phasiron, who ap- 
pear to have constituted a part of the besieging 
host : he then advanced against another part of 
the camp, and annoyed the enemy so severeljs 
that Bacchides was compelled to hasten to their 
assistance* Simon, ■ enU>racing the &vourable 
moment, made a vigorous sally from the fortress, 
and discomfitted the Syrians on one side, whilst 
his brother charged them with irreustible fury on 
the other. Bacchides, exasperated at this, uiv- 
Cbreseen occurttnce^ vented his rage upon the 
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persons who had first proposed the expedition, 
and caused many of them to be put to death ; 
till, at leng^, Jonathan terminated his vexation 
by sending some acceptable overtures of peace* 

By the articles of this treaty, all prisoners 
were liberated on both sides ; Bacchides solemnly 
engaged to refrain from future hostilities against 
the Maccabees ; and Jonathan seems to have 
been left deputy governor of Judea ; for, as soon 
as the Syrian general had departed, he settled 
in Michmash, and commenced a government^ 
nearly similar to that of the ancient Israelitish 
judges. 

- While the Jews begsn to revive from ^ ^ 
the effects of their recent calamities, un- 253/ 
der the excellent administration of their 
l^ous general,, the troi^les that occurred in 
Syria gave them an opportunity of wholly re- 
covering their liberty, and elevating themselves to 
fudh a height of importance, that their alliance was 
eagerly courted by contending sovereigns* De- 
metrius, who had so repeatedly been convinced 
of their constancy and heroism, justly dreaded 
their espousing the cause of his competitor Alex- 
ander Balus* He therefore sent a letter to 
Jonathan, declaring him his friend and ally, 
empowering him to levy what forces he should 
think fit, and annexing an order for the liberation 
of an the hostages who had been hitherto detained 
in the fortress of Acra* In consequence of this 
authority, Jonathan found his troops augment 
exceedingly, while the garrisons, left by Bac- 
chides in various strong fortresses, eluded his re- 
teHtpient by a precipitate flight. 

Alexander being apprised of these particulars, 
resolved to draw Jonathan to his interest, by out« 



bidding: the favours of Demetiius'; -and, iM^cet^ 
ing^y^ sent hhti a nvo6t obliging letter, containing^ 
the grant of the high-prie$thood dnd accompanied 
with' some magnificevtt presents. 
' The Jewish chief bemg thns invested with the 
pontifical dignity, immediately levied foixies, aiid 
caused a great numt>er of military weapons to be 
tnade cm behalf of his new patron ; whose alli-^ 
ance was indisputaUy preferable to that 6f a 
man who had embraced every opportunity of 
inflicting distress on the inhabitsynts of Palestine* 
Alexander ascended thethroneof Syri«i 

150 ^^ ^^ warmest sentiments of gratitudii 
totvards. &e Mu^icabiti^ g|bn»l&l,' ixkd in- 
vited him to the celebration of the royal iii3^}t2a& 
at PtoIemaTi^, tvhere he was. nsc^ived with leverf^ 
tkiark of frietidship and esteem. :Dlii:<tng hlk 
fitay at this pldce, soihe renegado J^s attempted 
C6 prejudice Jcynathaiv's coneems^ by '^:ithibhiii|} 
certain malicious acbusatidns agaSn^f: 6imr'but 
the new-monarch espou^ad the i:aiKae<>f fais-ftieml 
with a tmly royal befieVolence, ax^ ccnfbrred 
fauch aecumiEttated honours upon him, that tiie 
accusers deemed it adtisabl^ to provide for tiit^ 
o^ii safety b^;^ an immediate retreat ; and the 
dbject of their ferivy returned to Judea m the 
(double capacity of pontifi" '^nd genieiralissimo* 
About this time the Jewish natibn began to tiw^ 
tepidly inthe esteem of foreigners; and Ptolemy 
Philofneter intrusted many 6f them ivith the niofel 
important offices in his kingdom. ■ ' 
1- ^ A revolt of the Syrians; in .fevour 3of 

148 y^^^S Demetrius, induced ApiDikmius^ 

governor of Coelo-Syria and Palestine, td 

assemble a powerful army against Jonathan. He 

accordingly marched towards him as far ^ 



Jamnia ; but, fearing to lose the benefit of hi» 
cavaliy by penetrating into the mountainous part 
of Judea, sent him a daring message to come and 
<^gage in the plain country* Jonathan accepted 
the challefnge without hesitation, and marched at 
the head of ten thousand men to Joppa, which he 
immediately reduced. ApoUonius advanced against 
him with eight thousand foot and three thousand 
horse, leaving one thousand to surprise the Jews 
in the rear, while he attacked them in front. 
This stratagem was, however, admirably frus- 
trated, and the troops of ApoUonius were com- 
pletdy routed, with the loss of eight thousand 
men.^ A2X>tus, and some of the neighbouring 
towns, were pillaged of immense treasures, and 
Jonathan returned, with his well-earned laurels, 
to Jerusalem. 

In return for his gallant exertions c»i this oc- 
casion, Alexander sent him a rich present, with 
the grant of the territory of Ekrom ; and Phi- 
lometer, on his arrival at Joppa, honoured him 
with a most gracious reception, to the mortifica- 
tion of his enenkies, who strove to incense that 
monarch against him« 

The kingdom c^ Syria being transferred to young 
Demetrius, sumamed Nicanes, and Ptolemy 
haying &llen in battle, Jonathan determined to 
besiege the fortress of Acra, which was still oc- 
cupied by Syrian troops, to the great annoyance 
of those who frequented the temple.^ He was, at 
this time, well supplied with forces and engines 
for his purpose ? but in the height of the siege, 
he was compelled to leave it, and appear before 
the king at Ptolemais. This ill-timed^ accidient 
was, however, incapable of shaking his resolution, 
and he accordingly left orders at Jerusalem 
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for the atrenisott^ pm^cution of tik mid^rtiAtilli^ 
whUst t». pleaded, his caUseat coujrt iirith: (9iicH 
pcrs^ftshre doquenc^ aiki $upparted k wiUi such 
omgoificeai presents, that; Pemetrtu3i Wb^ 
dis0us9ed.hid accusero with . <}kgraQe, ^<Kifirnie<l 
hitn iQ the pontificatei eorplled him av^^ig. ^ 
number of his m«Hit esteetned friends ;. .and|. W 
Iheaxmoal tiiliutej:^ tbi^e hundred taknts,:^^^ 
leased Judta^ wkhthe threetioparchies €>f Lydda> 
Ai^rijidia, atid R^jt^athea^ froiti ^fioUir^ taxa*^ 
tion, JonaJjian th^ reti£m<sd to Jerusakni) and 
redoubied his sittlM^^s against the fpttr^ss ; hut 
finding it likely t(r>h6ld ou^ a comsidevable tiine| 
he procured loiordes f&f its ^vacu^doB) tog()ti)er 
with thai of seveiral'Other.pkkcesy which bad b^ei^ 
hitherto garrisoned hy. Syrians.^ 
n Q Antiochusythe sonof AlexandePtGondking: 
.^44' forward to ek^m th^. Syrian ftrowib.csir- 
nestly r^questod Jon^thaii to es^use hi^ 
cause ^ and that gel^ra^ i)E| conseque^iQ^of De? 
metrius*s violation of his sacred prconis^ resolvedi 
to accept the proposal. For. his compliancey he- 
was indulged with a .confirma^km. of all l»eneficial 
grants; smd his brother Simon was made go* 
vernprof the sea-coasts^) itota th<^ Ladder of Tyre 
to the frontiers ai Egypt, and general of all the 
forces. 

. Having defeated the Di^nf^trian troops, that 
were sent to make a diversion. in Galilejs,, freed 
the Jews from the continual insults of. the gar* 
rison at Bethsura, and taken all the tovfrna from 
Gaa^a to Damascus, Jonathan ijetumed to Je- 
rusalem, whence he sent an embassy to ce* 
new the alliance between his nation and the 
Roman senate* He also ordered his ambassadors 
to act the same party in their return, with the 



fhacdbtmtnm% mi ^lO^r Qv^i^ $t^te8 with 
>whQf>iiUi(ey w^rein fiien^bip ^Uutt Uiep^aceund 
.feIi)Cit|r of the Jenp /might be- es^al^hi^ on a 
mMP^ penQ«iite))t fous^di^n thai) the gi&^u4e of 
a piince ifhcnaith^y biid';4)hUged t>y th^-BAo«c 
^^Bidl a^rvifSe^. •. 

Whiifi the&« alliaiKiaes were forsais^^i.news a^ 
lived al Jemsf^e^iof th&i^;>fyroaGh of % pawcrfal 
•body of lbtf:^») :Uttddr the ^oiiio^aifid o^ the De- 
metrian g^iienil^y >vho had been i^ceiiitly expelled 
iiN^ti Gablee* Jomah|ii||jnlx|ediat!sly ha^teDedtp 
op|x>se. their progress^ md c^ici^mped oyer agaiBBt 
them dt Am»this on th^ fromiera of Syrku > The 
(Ctkemyy alanned at his . sitidden appearance, an4 
lindtng that he had penetrated all ^a^yp designs, 
lighted ft number of fires to conceal their iHght^ 
and forsook their camp with the utmost celerijtf. 
.The Jewish ehief, iln ordet to remoaerate hia 
troops for their fatiguing march> fell up(^ a body 
i^f Dejitetrian Arabs, and^ returning through 
PamascuS) ardved at. Jerusalem with a coiv- 
#iderable spoil* 

- Simon, wha had, in the oie^n tim#, beea left 
in care of Judea and Galilee, reviewed the gar- 
visons of As(Balon and other fortresses, secui^^ 
the city of Jo^^ with a stirong guard, and too^ 
such other measures as were requisite foe the 
preservajtioix of the new acquisitions. He then 
ibUowed his brother to Jerusalem, and csdled a 
council, wherein it was agreed, that all the forts> 
jof Judea should be thoroughly repaired, that the 
wall of the metropolis should be rebuilt, and that 
a new wall should be raised. between Mount Sioa 
and the rest of the city, to cut off all communiw 
catioik with the fortress of Acca» 



2 . Jonathan had' governed the Jewisli slafe* 
144.' ^^^ equal prudence and success nieariy se- 
venteen years, when the perfictious Try- 
phon prevailed on him to dist)and his numerous 
artny, and soon after decoyed him- into the city 
of Ptolemais, where he was inhumanly murdered) 
notwithstanding a considerable sum had been 
sent from Jndea under the name of a ransoms. 
The news of his assassination, and the staughtei* 
of one thousand persons who attended him, was 
no sooner published in Jerusalem, than the whole 
city was dirown hito^ the utmost consternation^ 
every rune expecting the arrival of the murderer^ 
together with, all the heatihens and apostates who* 
had been chastised with exemplary severity by 
the late general. And, indeed, those fears were 
but too well grounded, as Tryphon was actually 
preparing to invade Judea wkh a force that might 
extirpate the whole nation. 

In this emergency the Jews promoted Simonv 
the only surviving son of Mattathias, to the high- 
priesthood, and prevailed on him to accept the 
command of their troops. He accordingly ex- 
erted himself to complete the fortifications of the 
city, and to assemble a respectable army before 
the arrival of Tryphon should deprive him of the 
means. But that cowardly traitor, on the report 
of these bptrited measures, thought proper to 
temporise, and hastened back to Syria> As soon 
as he had retired, Simon caused the murdered 
bodies of Antiochus and Jonathan, with his twa 
sons, to be brought to Modin, and buried in the 
sepulchre of his ancestors. 

Ambassadors being sent, to notify the trea^ 
cherous murder Xft Jonathan, to Rome and La- 



c^eS^eimmy both natiai^ «9rpre8ted tiie ntshodt 
intentin^it agaahst Tiyphon's cnieky) and cheer* 
loHf renewed theh* ^ndshi|> with Simcn i to 
%iiom they sent a ratification i)f their alliance 
•ci^grav^don copper, it>getiher with congmtlalalcilrf 
kttors oa his acceauba tbtfae poiittfital idlgakj^ 
Having ijkiis 'strengtbencd hantiaelf by! allitefees* 
•and fiirtified the country again&tlfivs^Bioni his sent 
flin^e^balbsy to DemetriuB^ Ivlibm TtfphoB h^ 
fttHpged of the greatest, part -lof.. his kibgdohi) 
offering to acknowledge his sovereignly^ koidasaist 
•hihi.id d]B|>osseuii)g ^e.dsur^ttr) oA condition 
liiatiie Would cQ»lirmdnmikit» dignities; sud 
^ iiidk>ir in' ail'tiieir privileges, and imdduniUes. 
-These. |>]tiix)aals^^acCGaBpimM cnnnl 

pCgaidf «and Bomeotheir cosily ipieaedtft^TteeiA 
fbdeeptai^ :ta BeiJietriii^ - thift iicf iihn&^aiieiffr 
a^ita. letter tuider the toyal slgneiiiyci by -which 
jie.grBBted all the demaMs, c(£stitutjbd SimoB i 
fcovereigiei piitice of the Jewikb natioi^ and «»• 
lAatod thelanil) i»ttrely' fmin foceifttdommHwU 
i^rolnuiihisi .time Simoiii'aaiiQA[i\»i.thd;>iiame of 
prince and high-priest of the Jews;, .which /di^ 
iittics';hlmiig bebi bodfirtned to iUhn.^M'Ina tte- 
acendants by the Sanhedrim^ ail pnfolie acla were 
ordered to be made in his name* 
'/ ' Simon's chief concern nbW wafc, ta -sdhengthell 
liiinaelf in his new dignity ; for ii^hich pnipose he 
tepaired and Ifortified all his garrisons afresh ^ 
sdnt Jonathan, the son 6f Absalom^ to beffi»|^ 
jbppa ; and advanced himself against the dty of 
Gmif which he porified of all its idolatrous 
monuments, and garrisoned with a body of Jewt- 
ish troop8» " 

' In the course df the ncSxt year, the forttetifr of 
Acra was surrendered, after it h«d been held bf 
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the Syrians for the term of twenty-five years. The 
garrison were permitted to march out peaceably^ 
whilst Simon and his attendants entered with 
branches of palm, scmgs of thanksgivings and 
other demonstrations of joy. It was at first de- 
signed to be lastrated for the residence of some 
Jewish soldiers ; but, on mature deliberation, it 
was deemed most advisable to demolish it, to- 
gether with the hiH an which it stood, that it 
might be no more in a condition to ann($y the 
temple of God. 

^ Antiochus being in^ted by his sister-in- 

140 ^^' Cleopatra, to make an attempt on 
the throne of Syria, sent a very obliging 
letter to the Jewish pontiff, in which he con- 
firmed all his dignities, revenues, and authority ; 
and added, besides many other privileges, the 
power of coining their own money, which Simon 
immediately made use of. The prince, however, 
had no soone^ established himself in the regal 
dignity, before a fresh embassy was sent to 
renew and strengthen the alliance of the Jews 
with Rome. 

Soon after this period, Antiochus insisted upon 
Simon's surrendering Joppa, Gazara, and the 
citadel of Jerusalem, or else paying five hundred 
talents for each, and five hundred more for the 
ravages wluch the Jews had committed in his 
dominions. Atheriobius was sent to Jerusalem 
upon that business ; but Simon boldly replied, he 
was in possesision of nothing but the inheritance 
of his ancestors, except the fortresses of Joppa 
and Gazara, which he had been compelled to 
seize, in order to suppress the continual devasta- 
tions they made In Judea, that he was willing to 
pay the king a hundred talents for those i but 



idiat he ccmld by no means consent to make any 
restitution for the fortress of Acra. Atheriobius 
returned with this answer to the king, and Cen»> 
debeuS) one of the nobles, was immediately com- 
missioned to invade Judea. 

Cendebeus having received the government of 
Ph<£nicia and Palestine, marched at the head of 
a numerous army towards Jamnia and Joppa, 
whence he made many inroads into Judea, took 
a great number of prisoners, and laid waste 
all that part of the country. 

On the report of this invasion, Simon being too 
£ir advanced in years to head the troops, called 
his two sons, John and Judas, into his presence, 
and committed his impoitant charge to them, 
solemnly conjuring them to imitate the illustrious 
^examples of their deceased uncles, and to ven>- 
ture their lives boldly in behalf of their religion 
and country. 

The young commanders immediatdy set 
out at the head of twenty thousand foot {^g 
soldiers, besides some cavalry, and on the 
morrow came up with the enemy. The engage- 
ment was. furious, and, for some time, well 
disputed on both sides ; but at length the Sy- 
rians were struck with an extraordinary fright at 
the sound of the sacred trumpets, and retreated 
in the utmost concision. Cendebeus himself was 
pursued to the gates of Cedron;' a prodigious 
number were slain, in their flight, and two thou- 
sand perished in the forts that were burnt in the 
plains of Azotus. Having obtained this signal 
victory, the valiant brothers returned to Jeru- 
sialem without any considerable loss. 

About three years after this exploit, Ptolemy> 
Sim son-in-law to the high-priest, invited Simon^ 



Mri^ his tyfo sonS) Jtxda^ and Mdltiiiaa to a 
sumptuous entertainme^nt at Ms castle, and caused 
them to be there assassinated by hired rufitoia* 
The perfidious mpnster had, at the same tinie» 
sent ah invitation to John,, ^umamed Hyrcaniis^ 
but he happily Escaped: the sbare, and caused 
th$ messengers of Ptolemy to be put to death* 

Hyrcan deeming it imprudent to. continue at 
Ga^ara after the assassination of his &ther! and 
brethren? advanced with all possible haste towards 
Jerusalem, where the-murderer arrived as sotSn 
ai^ he, and deitianded admittance at the same 
time^ The citizens readily admitted. Hyrcan, 
land invested hini with; hi£». father's dignities; but 
tlie wretch who, under the specious mask, of 
hofipitality, had decoded an affectionate and picms 
relative to. an ignoldfi. death, and basely mu]> 
4e)*ed two prouusing^iiuths from motives of the 
blackest nature, was repulsed with . laudable 
indignation* 

jfiitiochus, upoa the news of Simon's deaths 
resolved ,to reycnge the late defeat of Cendebeusi 
He accQF^ngly jentered Judea the same year with a 
|H>werful army, and driving Hyrcan before him^ 
l^d close siege[ to JenisaJem^ The gavrison were 
'9D0Xi reduced to extr^i^ities, and the most dreads- 
ful ideas entertained of .the king's intentions; 
but when they solicited. a tmce of seven daya^ 
&r!the purpose of celebrating the least of tabeiv 
oacles, Antiochussent them a considerable nun^ 
b^r of victims, with several vessels of goJd and 
ssilveiG filled with precious perfumed, and soon 
«ftet Qons^ited to grant them a peace, on cond^ 
tion that their anns should be delivered up, thieir 
city-, wall demolished, and a certain tdbute 
{Mud £>c the towns which they held oik of Judealk 
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Hyrcan finding, on the death of Anti- 
i)chus, that the kingdom of Syria was rent ^^o. ' 
with intestine commotions, marched thi- 
ther with a considerable army, in order to seize 
upon some of the defenceless cities. He ac» 
cordingly reduced M&deba, Samega, and several 
others, both ia Arabia and Phoenicia | and may 
be said to have eflfected a complete deliverance 
jfor his nation from the oppression of Syria ; for 
nether he nor any of his successors paidhomnge 
to the kings of Syria from this time, but lived 
free and independent. 

He now turned his victorious arms against the 
Samaritans, from whom he took Sechem and 
Garizzim, and demolished^ the temple formerly 
built by Sanballat, with all the idolatrous altars 
juid monuments that had been erected in the 
time of Jezebel.^ The following year he coib- 
quered Idumea abd issued out a proclamationi 
commanding all persons to adopt the rite of cir- 
cumcision^ or quit the country \ in consequence 
of which, the Idumeans consented to forsake 
their idolatrous practices, and were mcorporated 
into the Jewish commonwealth. 

Haying thus augmented his conquests^ nnd 
renewed his alliance with the Romans, Hjrrcaaei 
saw himself well established in his dominions^ 
whil^ the kingdoms of Egypt aiid Syria were 
convulsed with a succession of wars and revQr 
lutions. Alexandex: Zeb^na courted his fnend* 
ship on his accession to the Syrian throne, but 
4;h|s prince being soon killed, Antiochus Gry»> 
phus' prepared to invade Judea in ref^oatmentof 
Hyrcan's attachment tp his rival ; but his^ design 
\^a8 suddenly frustrated by the hostile approach of 
his brother. 

Yov. IL X 
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Hyrcan now enjoyed his sovereign authority 
without any disturbance, and continued to amass 
immense treasures by the tributes he received 
from his own flourishing country, and those 
recently subjected to his dominion. At length, 
some hostilities committed by the Samaritan^ 
agmnst the city of Maressa, gave him an oppor* 
tunity of renewing the war against that people. 
Havinji^ ^vanced with his two sons, Antigonus 
and Aristobulus, at the head of a numerous 
army to Samaria, he encompassed the city with a 
wall, and a deep ditch of four thousand paces 
circuit, by which the inhabitants were reduced to 
ftuch extremities, that they were compelled to eat 
cats, dogs, and all other unclean animals. In 
this miserable situaition, however, they found 
means to send fi>r succour to Antiochus Cyr- 
•sdcenus, then king of Syria, who hastened with 
a cbn^derable body of forces to their assistance. 
Hyrcan's presence was now indispensably neces- 
sary at Jerusalem, the grand day of expiation 
being at hand ; but Aristobulus marched against 
the Syrians, and defeated them with great 
slaughter. The siege was then renewed with 
unabated vigour, and the city was at length 
rassed to tlie ground by Hyrcan, who, from this 
timey^became more and more powerful, and an^ 
nexed the provinces of Galilee and Samaria to hia 
former territories in Palestine. 

Having thus raised the Jewish religion and 
ifioininonwealth to so enviable a height, and ex*- 
ercised with equal prudence the functions of a 
sovereign prinoe and pontiff, Hyrcan died in the 
twenty-ninth year of his high-priesthood, and 
left five sons, Aristobulus, Antigonus, Alex- 
ander, Absalom, and one whose name does hot 
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oc^'.ut. The reign of this illustrious Asmoneait 
was no less remarkable for the happy effects of 
lli& goTemment at home^ than for his heroic 
firmness in the field of battle, and the surprising 
extent of his eonquests. In his life he was be* 
loved by his people, esteemed by his allies, and 
dreaded by lus enemies>r and his death was re- 
g^tted by all the Jews, except thePharisee laction, 
who embittered his last days, andendba^ured toi> 
blacken his memory by the vilest calumniefi*^ 

Aristobidus- immediately succeeded ^ n r^^ 
his father's dignities ; and, for some time, ^'q^' 
permitted Antigonus to share the govem- 
inent with* him^ but afterwards caused him to be^ 
killed up6n suspicion of disloyalty. His mother 
having claimed a right to the sovereignty, by Vir- 
tue of Hyrcan'6 will« was barbarously starved to 
death t s^ her other sons were kept in dose 
confinement : while this tyrannical persecutor »• 
sumed the royal diadem, which had not been 
worn by any of his predecessors, and effected the 
conquest of Iturea*' His successes were, howeveri 
soon impeded by sickness ;.and the deep remorse 
he felt for the crime of parricide, produced a vo- 
miting of blood, which put a. speedy period to his 
life and infamous reign* 

Alexander being set at liberty by the queen, as- 
sumed the reins of government ; and took Ab- 
loom, the youngest brother, under his protection. 
In the first year of his reign, he led an army 
against the city of Ptolemais, expecting to reap 
tome advantages from the civil wars of Syria ; but 
whilst he was engaged in the siege of that place, 
Ptolemy Lathyrus invaded his dominions, dis-' 
possessed him df Azochis in Galilee, took ten 
thousand of his subjects captive, and defeated his 
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troops with great slaughter rfe«r the banks of the* 
Jordan. These expldts would, in all probability ^ 
have i)een soon succeeded by the conquest of 
Judea, had not Cleopatra^ by her unexpected ar«^ 
rivaly c(»npelled Lathyrus to retire. . 
g ^ The Jewish prince, havihg acknow* 
lOQ. locked Cleopatra's tlmelr assistance by 
some magnificent presents, and ingratiated 
himself with her by his poUte behaviour, returned 
to Jerusalem, where he recruited his broken ar^ 
my, and- made such arrangements as might enable 
him to retrieve his late disgrace by some import* 
antacqm8ition& Crossing the Jordan, he laid siege 
Uk] Gadara, which he r^ced at the end of tenr 
mpnths; whence he proceeded to Amathus* 
aiKKh^ strong fortress, w^ete The^otus^ the son^^ 
of Zeno, tyrant of Philadelphia, had deposited an* 
immense treasure* Thishetdsotookwiljitolehible 
facility ; but Theodotus, having assembledapower-i 
fol armyr fell upon him as he was returning from: 
the diege, killed ten thousand of his men, put the 
rest to a precipitate flight, and carried ' off, to^ 
gether with his own wealth, a very considerable 
booty. 

^ ^ This defeat occ^ioned the Pharisees, 
g^ ' his implacable eneioies, to vilify has go- 
vernment { but Alexander was by no 
means discouraged from pursuing his warlike de« 
signs. He therefore hastened to revenge himself 
on the Gazaeans ; who^ by furnishing Lathyrua 
with auxiliaries, had caused his llate overthrow.' 
He immediately invested the towns of Raphiaand 
Anthedon^ and, next year, ad^ranced- against 
Gaza,; which made a vigorous defence, but was at' 
length reduced by treachery^ Having obtained 
admission^ he promisjed to t^at the inhaMtantK' 
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with demencf, hot soon abandoned them to the 
fuiy of his troops, and reduced their city to ft- 
heap of ruins* 

On his return from this expedition, he ^ ^ 
was treated in the most contemptuous man- 95^ '. 
ner by the citizens of Jerusalem ; who, 
having been exasperated by the Pharisees, ac« 
tually pelted him as he was officiating at the great 
altar on the feast o^f tabernacles ;-and insulted him 
with Uie most opprobrious language* The inter- 
ference of the soldiery, however, dispersed the 
riotous, assembly ; and Alexander immediately 
took the most prudent precautions, for his future 
safety* 

Soon after this occurrence he marched from 
Jerusalem, at the head of a numerous s^rmy, and 
destroyed the city of Amathus* He then subdued- 
the Arabians ; and laid the Moabites and the Gi- 
leaditish mountaineers under tribute ; but, in con- 
sequence of a defeat, which he sustained near Ga-' 
daca, he was compelled to netum to his metro- 
polis, where the artifices of the Pharisees had, by 
this time, blown the eni^bers of discontent into an 
open flame of rebellion* Alexander quickly as- 
sembled a body of forces to espouse his cause, and; 
a civil war ensuedtwhich^ continued for the space 
of six years, and swq)t fifty thousand of the rebels 
to an untimely grave, besides involving the nation.' 
in innumerable calamities* 
. Demetrius immediately resolved ta avail ^- ^. 
himself of these fierce contentions, and in- 39,^ * 
vaded Judea with an- army of three thou- 
sand horse and forty thousand foot, partly Jews 
and partly Syrians; and Alexander marched, 
against him with twenty thousand Jews and six, 
tb^sand. Greek auxiliaries: but the latter waa^ 

X2 
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defeated, and obliged tib iy to tKe mountaiiiB lor 
s^ekei'# He was, liowfever, - suddenly relieved by 
a defection of the adverse Jews ; and Deitie£nu& 
left ther ooimtiy in oideF to (^^^se the progress of 
his brother PMIip. 

Alexander eagerly embraoed ^is opportnnitf 
of marching against his rebellidifii sobjects, iv^hon^ 
he defeated in several enga^ementSy but -^thout 
bringing them to6»binidsi<^ tUl lie at length cut? 
off the greater part of their forces iii one decisive 
battle, and drove the rest into Bethom^ where 
he closely besieged them ; and .next year, having^ 
made himself master of the place, chaistisedtheir^ 
disobedience with unparalleled severity. - 

Having thu6 etfectuslly crushed the rebeHiony 
Alexand^er crossed Ihe Jordan, to recover sOmer> 
places in Arabia, Moabltes, and: Gileiad^ whicb^^ 
he hitd been recently forced ^ suntender* ThiS' 
invasion brought Aretas, king of Arabia, and 
Ceelo-Syria, into Judea, wher^ he obtained- aomei^ 
advantages ; but soon withdrew- his titkips, and- 
left tht Asmonean to pursue his design : whoi 
accordingly demolbhed the city of Pella ; piU 
laged £ssa of an immense treasure } mad)^ hhn* 
self master of Gualana, Seteucia, |U)d Gamala-;- 
sind carried Demetrius, who commanctedin thos& 
places, prisoner to Jerusalem. • : 
- The success of this expedition gained the loud' 
applause of the populace ; and Alexander was 
now Jbecome an object of terror to the surround- 
ing nations ; but his unremitting debaucheries^ 
threw him into an obstinate quartan ague, and'' 
hastened his death. NeiUier his jdeasures nor- 
distemper cotdd, however, repress his ardour £or^ 
conquest; for he persisted in seeking .glory in- 
the field ofbattle^ till his strength was entirely 
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CQdiktistJ^^;. tiiid/hediettriu.]ui«ainp, before the 
fortress of Regaba. 'I ^ 

He left two ton%. HjdcaDUs aiid Arisfotolus f 
but beqaeatbed^the govemnieht of the state to hi» 
wife Alexandra^ dming^ her life ^ and then to 
either of the pnaceaaft she tni^ht think fit* The^ 
queen foreseeing the extneme danger to which: 
herself, and fiunU}^ 'wooldy in all probability^, be^ 
exposed by the malice of the Pharisees, eoosulted 
her dying consort on thi^ imponant tubjieict ; and 
received such advkfr as h«fd tiie dcKsired efiect 
upon theobjeetB of- hep apprdb^sion. 

Hyccanus, ' the eldest son, was deemed ^ ^ ■ 
a fit successor to his iather in- the pontic ^ 
ficate, becaose he waB less likely to inter- *■'• 
fere with the regal iemthority than his younger" 
brother^ wha was of -aniore enterprising genius^ 
But though the queen^ took effectual measures fo^ 
the prevention of any disturbance in her own fa-* 
mily, she was equa^ alarmed and vexed by the 
untract^ble Phatisees, who soon began to grow 
insolent upon her humble submissions, and com-* 
pelled her to grant the most exoibitant demands, 
to the derogation of htr prerogatv^ and the ma- 
nifest* injury of her subjects. 
. 'Upon intdtigence that Tigranes, king^ ^ ^ 
Armenia, had entered Syria with an army ^q ' 
of fifty thousand men, and that he de- 
signed to march from thence inta Palestine ^ the 
whole kingdom was thrown into consternation,' 
not beisig able to of^se so powerful an invaders 
The queen therefore sent an embassy, accomr* 
panied with many valuable presents, to avert the 
impending storm ;> and luid, soon after, the satis*' 
fection^ta find that Tigranes wm forced to r^ 
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tire to bis bwn countiy^ which Ws^ threatened hy 
the Romans/ 

> About this tiin% Alexandra was seized with a 
aangerous fit of sickness, which induced hei' 
youngest son to make an effort for the succession* 
He accordingly left Jerusalem with the utmost 
privacy, and contrived to -gain over the govesnors« 
of several important fortresses to bis party. 

The news of this proceeding no sooner reachedt 
the Pharisees, than they hastened with Hyrcan to« 
the queen, and conjured her to take some reso-* 
lution in the desperate posture of their affairs* 
Alexandra was then in the agonies of death, and 
had but just strength enough to tell them, she-, 
left it wholly to them to provide for their ownt 
safety ; appointed Hyrcan her successor ;.and wa» 
well assured they had a sufi&cient force to frus- 
trate the ambitious designs of Aristobulus. The 
exertion which attended these words was too* 
strong for her (M>ilitated frame, and she expired 
immediately after, in (he seventy-tibird year of 
her age, and the ninth of her reign* 

Aristobulus knmedmtely assumed the royal title, 
and state, while the Pharisees- seized on his wife, 
and children and confined them in the castle; 
of Bans. A battle was soon after fought at 
Jericho, in which most of Hyrcan's forces re- 
volted to his brother, so that he was compelled ta 
retire tp Jerusalem, where he obtained a peace 
from Anstobulus, on condition of resigning his< 
dignities, and contenting himself with his peculiar 
patrimony in a pidvate life* 

Antipater, an Idumean proselyte, who had 
been raised to the government of his native coun- 
try by: Aie^Kapder Jtom&us, began to despw of 
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totber advaneemait in coniequence of tbn -dis* 
posidon, and had smhereasan to dread the ^e^ 
sentment of th^ retgning: prince. |ie therefore 
joined the discontented Fhariseea, and offered td 
procure the assistance of lAretas, king of .A^ubisiy 
for tibe accomplishihent of t&eir designs. Hai^n^ 
obtained a commission for that purpose, he visited 
the Arabian court, •and perfonn^d hia^task witb 
such diligence, that he soon came bai^ for the 
prince, and convened him with surprising secrecy 
to Petra, where he presented him to ^ king; 
and used so many persuasive aigat^ents in his 
behalf, that Aretas promis^ to invade Judea^ 
and .accordingly march^ tUther with an army 
of five thousand men. Aristobulus hearing c^ 
ftfis'anival, and finding that he was joined by ail 
the mialcontaits, advanced to oppose his progress ^ 
bat^ after an'dbstinate engagement,. he was de« 
feated with great loss,' and forced to fly to the 
metropolis. The victorioos Arabian> pursuing hki 
advantage, proceeded likewise to Jerusalem^ and 
compelled Aristobulus, with his. &w remuning 
forces,' to take shelter in the precinct of the 
temple. 

In this emergency Aristobulus resolved ^ ^ 
to apply for succour to the Romani. He ^^ 
acdordingly sent ambassadors to Scaurus, 
who was then on the road from Syria, impk»*in{^ 
his friendship, and offering a considerable sum fop 
his iissistance. Scaurus immediateljt wrote to 
Ar^os, : commanding hkn to withdt^^w lus troopis 
from JUdea^ under t]S& pensdfv ai beitig 'declaimed 
an enemy to Rbme^ and the Arabian readily 
obeyed* Aristobulus bein^ thus relieved, ass^m-»' 
hied an army with alt fiossible 'dispatch, and p^r^ 
sued his invader, whom he now defeated with tbf 
loss of seven tiMKumnd men. 



About the same time Pompey arrived at Da- 
mascus, and received ambassadors from all the 
neighbouring states, particularly those of Judea* 
Syria, and Egypt- The princes of these holding 
their dignities by a po^carious title, were exceed* 
ingly desirous to gafti the Romans to their in- 
terest ; and with that view sent a profusion of 
rich presei^s to tlieir general* On his arrival in 
Coelo-Sym, Hyrcan and Aristobulus each sent a 
second embassy to implore his patronage against 
the othert Pompey heard both deputies with 
'seeming equanimity, dismissed them with fair 
promises, and ordered the contending brothers to 
appear in person and [dead their cause before 
him. 

£arly in the following spring Pompey returned 
tf} Syria, where he took several fortress, deposed 
several petty tyrants, and came at length to Da« 
mascus. Here he found the Jevrish princes 
waiting to plead their cause, and provided with a 
number of witnesses to substantiate their respec- 
tive complaints. On the day appointed for &ir 
audience, a body of Jews came forward to accuse 
them of acting contrary to the ancient laws, and 
of reducing the Jewish nation to a state of slavery, 
by introducing a monarchical government, after 
the high-priests of God had long discharged the 
duties of government, without assuming the regal 
dignity. Hyrcan then complained of the injus- 
tice of his younger brother, in deposing him from 
that authority, which wa^ his hereditary right) 
and forcing him into private life, while the re- 
venues gf his kingdom were seized by the usur- 
per, and his neighbours continually plundered 
both by sea and land. Aristobulus readily aJV^ 
^wered, tjiat he h^d, indeed, wrested the govern-^ 
ment from his brother y not ii^m ftny ambitious 



r 



JEWS.' dS0 

'new of fais own, but for the benefit of the na- 
tbOy who contemned the authority of a person 
so sluggish and inactive as Hyrcan ; and with re* 
sptct to the royal title, he observed, he was guilty 
ik no innovation, as his father Aleicander had 
borne it before him. Pompey having heard and 
duly considered the pretensions of each party, 
resolved to declare in favour of Hyrcan ; but 
prudently concealed his intention, lest Aristo- 
bulus ^ould obstruct his expedition against the 
Nabatheans ; and dismissed them with an assur- 
ance that he would visit Judea, as soon as he had 
vanquished Aretis^ and there determine the con« 
troversy. 

This declaration was so unsatisfactory to the 
younger brother, that he departed in disgust, 
first to Dalion and then to Judea, without taking 
leave of the Homan igeneral. Pompey, incensed 
at this disrespettful behaviour, marched directly 
in purstiit of him at the head of his troops ; and 
hearing that he was at the castle of Alexandria^ 
summoned him to appear and account for his 
rashness. Anstobulus was with much difiiculty 
prevailed on, to prevent a war with Rome, to 
obey the summons. At length, however, he 
went, and exerted himself to the utmost, in com-* 
pliments, presents, and promises, to obtain the 
aid of Pompey's protection ; but, instead of ef- 
fecting his purpose, he had the mortification to 
find he must deliver all his fortresses into the 
Roman's hands* He then perceived the true ex- 
tent of his misfortune, and deeply regretted his 
having appealed to so partial an ai^bitrator ; but, 
being now in the power of his adversaiy, he was 
necessitated to submit. 

Aristobulus no sooner found himself at liberty 



ftft^r this unexpected humitiation» than he ha8teli»<<' 
fd to Jerusalemy fvUAy resolved to frustrate , the 
effects of Pompey's decision ; but, on the imme* 
diate pursmt of that general^ he repented of hta 
imprudence, ^6 humbly prostrating himself at 
his fc^et, promised to give him. a considerable sum 
pf money if he would forbearany hoodiiliea against 
the nation* The general i^reed to hiA.prdpoaaJ, 
and detained him in the camp, whikt Gabinina 
\ras sent to demand the stipulated sum i but, bn 
the garri^n reusing to fulfil the -agreement^ 
Aristobulus was loaded with chains, and the antny 
-ordered to march dii^tly i^inst the .city. 

The faction of Hyrcan being the more nume^ 
nous, readily opened Uie gates, whilst thatch Afis^ 
tobulus took shelter in the temple. . Pompey sent 
^one of his generals to secure the place and the roj* 
al palace, whil^ thoi^e who oocufHed ihe temple 
were busily employed in fortifying every part o^ 
it for sustainmg a siege. Battering rams anl 
xxther engines- of war being brought from Type» 
a po]Hrerful attack Was- made on: the' nc^h side of 
the edifice, which was the weakest^ though endoa^* 
«d with strong walls, high towers, and a deepp 
ditch* The besieged were, however^ so industri* 
ous in levelling and dismounting the wottiss of 
their enemy, that they might in all probahiliiy^ 
have held out a considerable time, had ^ey not> 
at the end of three nvmths, adopted their M. te« 
net of non*resistance on the. sabbaths 
. The besiegers having at length obseryed,.that 
no opposition was made to their stttempts on that 
day^ ;todk the advantage of getting all things 
ready for an assault; and on the ensuing ssUb* 
bath mastered the place, by battering down one 
*of the towers, together with a part of the w»lK 
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A hornd slatighter imniediatel]^ ensued, in which 
twelve thousland persons perished by the arms of 
the Romans, besides many others who died by 
their own hands. The priests, however, con- 
trived to offer up their usual sacrifices and devo- 
tions with the same calmness as if they had been 
in perfect safety, and suffered themselves to be 
massacred before the altar with as much meek"* 
ness as the victims they were then offering* Pom- 
pey was much surprised at this religious heroism, 
but caused all the- prisoners to be put to death 
who had been most zealous against him ; whilst 
great numbers eluded the fury of his troops, by 
throwing themselves down precipices, or envelop- 
ing themselves and their apartments in flames. 

The face of the Jewish affairs was now entirely, 
changed* Hyrcan, though restored to the pon- 
tificate with the specious title of prince, was de- 
prived of the royal diadem, and made tributary .to 
Rome ; all the cities which his valiant predeces- 
sors had taken in Coelo-Syria and Phoenicia, were 
restored to Syria; and he was strictly forbidden 
to extend his territory beyond the ancient borders 
qf Judea. Pompey having thus subdued the 
Jewish nation, and gratified his curiosity by pe- 
netrating into the most sacred recesses of tha 
temt>le, pulled down the walls of Jerusalem, and 
left Scaurus governor, with a sufficient body of 
troops to prevent a future revolt. He then set 
.out for Rome, taking with him Aristobulus and 
his fiDur children, as captives to adorn his triumph. 
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SECT. IV. 

TTte Matory of the Jews^jfrom their bein^ subdued 
dy the Romans to the Reign of Herod the Greatm 

HYRCAN had fio tsooner obtained a delivet • 
ance from his rival brother, than he relapsed 
into his foimer indolence, and left the care of htft 
affairs to Antipater, who failed not to turn it tab 
the advantage and aggrandizement of his own 
family. 

g p Alexander, son of Aristobulus, con- 
57^ * trived, in the mean time, to escape from 
' ' Rome, and to return into Jtidea ; where 
he soon raised a powerful party, and an army of 
ten thousand R>ot and fifteen hundred horse. He 
also begaii to fbrtiiy several eminent fortresses 
near the fxit-of the Arabian mountains, and aug« 
mented the number of his followers so rapidly^ 
that Hyrcan, being in no condition to oppose him, 
was compelled to call in the Romans, in otderto 
suppress this new invader. A body of tnoops 
being immediately sent fit)m Syria, Alexander 
^vas obliged to retire into the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, where he was defeated with the loss 
of three thousand men. From thence he removed 
to Alexandrion, and was closely besieged by Ga* 
binius, till at length he was dismissed with psu«^ 
don and impunity, thnxigh the exquisite prudence 
of his mother, who had insinuated herself into the 
Roman general's favour. Gabinius ordered the 
fortress to be destroyed, with those of Machaeron 
and Hyrcanson, that they might no longer be an 
occasion of fresh revolts ; and conducted Hyrcan 



to Jerusalem, for the express purpose of reinstat- 
ing him in his pontifical dignity. He then di^ 
tided the province into fire districts, and esta<- 
bilshed a separate court of judicature in each, by 
which means the government was transformed 
into an aristocracy f and the Jews^ who: had been 
hitherto governed by their own monarchical pon- 
tiffs, fell under the subjection of a race of tyrants. 
' Soon after this event, Aristobulus fou^d means 
to escape from prison, and t& enter Judea with his 
Ion Antigonus* Here he vras joined by a consi- 
derable number of Jews, who offered to assist him^ 
ki rebuilding the castle of Alexandrion. A de<* 
tachment of Romans, however, cut oiF the great*- 
est part of his adherents, and drove the rest into 
the ruinated fortress of Machaercxi ; whence Arts* 
lobulu&.and Jhid son wem scDt, covered wiUv 
bounds, to the same prison in which they had 
been confined after Pompey's triumph* 
< Gabinius being invited neiit year into Egypt 
to assst Ptolemy Auletes in the reboterj^ t£ bii 
crown, Alexan«kr ieiied that oppdrtimitf of £n^ 
ierih^ Judea, at the head4>f a considersLbl^ army^ 
ioid taking an ample revenge on the-Romanii 
wherevttr he found them. His . successes were 
howevei^of i^hctrt duration, as Gabinius hastened 
towai^ him on the first account of his invasion; 
and defeated him in the vicinage of Mount Tabol' 
with the loss of ten thousand men. 
' Crassus, succeeding Gabinius, in the j. ^ 
TOvemment of Syria, found the whole pro- ^^ • 
(ince-in peace, a circumstance' which gave 
him leisure to pursue his favourite design of 
invading the Patthians* But previously to ki^ 
departure on that expedition, he plundered the 
U&ipie at Jerusaiem of. every thing that was va^ 
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luable, not excepting the most sacred utensil** 
The whole amount of this sacrilegious pillage 
is said to have been upwards of two millions 
sterlings 

2 ^ On the death of this monster of impiety, 
52. Cassius led the poor remains of his army 
^o suppress the incursions which the vic- 
t6rious Parthians now made in that province. 
From thence . he marched into Judea, where he 
besieged the city of Taricha on the south shore^ 
of the lake Gennezareth, whither Pitolaus bad 
retreated with th^ surviving remnant of Alexan- 
der's, faction. The place being reduced, Pitolaus 
was put to death by the counsel of Antipater, 
and thirty thousand individuals were taken prir 
soners. 

^ ^ About three, jreaiu after the reductioa of 
. ^^ * Tarichaea, Julius Cssar became master of 
Rome, when thinking that Aristobulus 
might render him some service against Pompey, 
he set him at liberty, am^sent him into Palestine 
at the head of two legions, to overawe the Sy« 
rians ; but some of Pompey's partisans contrived 
to p(MSon him, and by that means frustrated 
Cesar's politic design^ The news of his return 
into Judea induced his son, Alexander, to raisa 
some forces to join him on his arrival ; but Me^ 
UUus Scipio, son-in-law to Pompey, caused the 
unfortunate prince, to be seized and brought bet 
fore his tribunal at Antioch, where he was imme^ 
diateiy ddomed to suffer decapitation. 

In the mean time, the war betweeti Cxsar and 
Pompey afforded the Jews an oj^rtunity of in? 
^gratiating themselves with the former, who was 
•then waiting impatiently in Eg^-pt for new levies 
binder Mithridat^s the Pergiimenian. These being 
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nhable to break through Pelusiuni, he was obfiged 
to stop at Ascalon for new reinforcements ; tijf 
ihe arrival of Antipaterat the head of three thou-^ 
tend Jews, with some other succours, drawn from 
Armenia, Mount Libanqs, and Syria, enabled 
him to cany the city of Pekisiimi: by assault* Iii 
ceturh for this well-timed' assistance, and the gal- 
lantry of the Jewish commander, Caesar confirmed 
Hyrcan in the pontificate, entailed the principality 
of Judea oh his posterity for ever, and ordered a 
pillar to be erected, whereon various beneficial 
grants were confirmed to the Jewish nation. He 
also conceived a particular esteem for Antipater^ 
and gave him some unequivocal marks of friend- 
ship, by presenting him with the freedom of 
Rome, making him procurator of Judea, and ad« 
Vancing hinv to a distinguished post in the army. 
Antigonus, heaiing of these particulars, has-^ 
tened to the dictator, and presented an accusation 
against the new favourites, representing the mis- 
fortunes his family had suffered, and petitioning 
for the restoration of his father's principality* 
Antipater, however, defended his own cause and 
that of Hyrcan with such forcible eloquence, that 
the accuser was repulsed, as a factious and tur* 
bulent person ; and the late decree in favour of 
his enemies was engraved on brazen tables, to be 
hung up in the temples of Ascalon, Tyre, and 
Sidon, as well as in. the capitol at Home, whither 
Hyrcan soon afterwai'ds sent ambassadors to 
#enew his alliance with that nation, and to obtaiii 
Jl promissory decree for rebuilding the wall of 
Jerusalem. 

• Antipater on his return fromTyre, whither he 
had accompanied his patron, exertied himself to 
restore the Jewish ^tate to its ancient model; anif 
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to repair the fortifications of Jerasalem. He b^ 
stowed the government of that metro^lis on his 
eldest son Phasael, and made Herod his seconcl ' 
son governor of Galilee^ The former ne^ected 
nothing that could render him popular in his new 
office; and the latter soon signalized himself by 
the extirpation of a dangerous banditti, that had 
long infested th^ country ; so that Antipater had 
ihe satisfaction of seeing his sons become the 
darlings of the nation, without a/i/iqrently lessen- 
ing any part of their respect to Hyrcan, who still 
seemed to be at the head of all national concerns.* 
This rapid augmentation of power in Anti- 
pater's family was, however, by no meaps pleasing 
to the generality of the people, who regarded 
Herod's conduct, with respect to the banditti, as 
highly culpable in itself, and prelusive of future 
tyranny. They accordingly prevailed on ^ their 
high-priest to summon Herod before hjm and the 
sanhedrim ; but the appearance of that young 
hero on the day of audience, gave them to un-< 
derstand that he came not; as a firivate fieraQiiy 
much less as a culfirit^ in. expectation of an unfa- 
vourable sentence^ He was clothed in purpkt 
attended by a numerous retinue,, and provided 
with letters from Sextus Cesar, which seem to 
have been calculated to intimidate the sanhedrim^ 
rather than to recommend his cause to the ponti£^^ — 
who was already sufficiently in his interest^ Thes^ 
circumstances struck such an awe into the couitf 
that- none of his accusers ventured for some time 
to open their lips i but at length Sameaa, a mau 
of known wisdom and integrity, boldly stepped^ 
forward, and arraigned him, not only for his 
former crime, but for his present audacity, itv 
attempting to frighten hb judges^ instead of ex«; 
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culpating himself from the charges preferred 
against him. Hyrcan, perceiving the impression 
which this speech made on the court, adjourned 
it till the next day, and advised Herod pH- 
vately to elude the impending danger by a timely^ 
Bight. Herod accordingly retired to Damascus^ 
whence he sent a contemptuous message to the 
sanhediim, importing that- if they were dis^ 
posed to summon him again, he would disdain^ 
their jurisdiction. 

g « , Two years after this transaction, Hyr- 
^^ * am obtained a fresh decree for fortifying 
his metropolis ; together with such a pro- 
fusion of immunities and pnvileges, that the 
Jewish nation could hardly be said to feel the 
weight of the Roman yoke. This happy state was 
not, however, of long duration, as two remarkable 
accidents soon happened, viz. the murder of Sex- 
tusCxsarin Judea,and the assassination of Julius 
at Rome, which brought on a series of distraQ-* 
tions and calamities. 

Cassius, having driven Bassus from Syria, seized 
Upon his government, and assembling an. army ol 
twelve legions, began to levy large tributes upon 
that province, and particularly on Judea, which 
he taxed at seven hundred talents. Antipater^ 
who knew the consequence of sending an imme^ 
diate supply, committed the levying of half the sti- 
pulated sum to his sons, and ordered the remain- 
der to be raised by one Malichus and his associ- 
' ates. Herod immediately ingratiated himself with 
the new governor by a prompt compliance with 
his orders, and Phasael soon followed with his 
quota J but the other governors not coming for^ 
waid with eqtuxl alacrity, Cassius ordered all the 
inhabitants of theirrespectiye citiea to be soid[ by^ 
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kuction ; and would have sacrificed Malichus fa 
his resentment, had not the pontiff redeemed hini 
at the expense of a hundred talents. 
' Malichus, who bore an inveterate hatred ta 
Antipatcr, soon formed the resolution of taking 
him off by treacheiy ; but his plot being disco^ 
Vered, he went to him in a seemingly friendly 
manner, and by oaths, assurances, and protesta* 
tions, convinced him of his innocence, insomuch 
that Antipater used all his interest to prevent the 
governor of Syria from, putting him to death* 
Malichus was, however^ of too vile a di^ositimi 
to be affected by this generosity, and soon after* 
wards bribed Hyrcan's butler to poison the ^-^^ 
Kided Idumean, while himself with an arihed 
force seized upon the government of Jerusalem.- 
Phasael and Herod were at no loss to discover the 
author of this villainy, and resolved to punish hini 
by some private stratagem, without involving the 
nation in the calamities of a civil war. 

An opportunity soon offered for the execution- 
.of this design. Cassius having subdued Laodi-^ 
eea, was visited with presents and congratula- 
tions by all the chief lords of Syria and Pales- 
lline ; and Malichus among the rest hastened to 
pay his respects to the conqueror. Herod fell in. 
With hint on the road, and invited him to a ban- 
quet in the neighbourhood of Tyre. The invita- 
tion was accepted ;. and the Tyrian officers, in 
^mpliance with the orders of Cassius, rewarded 
the traitor's crimes by rushing into the apartment, 
and sheathing their daggers in his body. The 
Jewish pontiff, being apprised of his death, ap- 
peared thunderstruck for some time, but on He- 
rod's asserting that he had fallen by Cassius'i 
donimands; he replied he Riost applaud the dee<^ 
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since it had delivered him from a formidable 
enemy. 

■ The brother of the deceased, under the 
specious pretence of avenging Malichus, ^g. 
threw Judea into the utmost confusion, 
whilst Cassius was compelled to march into Asia* 
Felix, who was left at the head of some Roman 
forces in Jerusalem, seems also to have been gain- 
ed to his party ; and Hyrcan was too inactive to 
take any measures against them ; so that Felix ^ 
attacked Phasael on the oat hand, while Mal- 
chius's brother reduced Massada and some other 
important fortresses* Phasael, however, found 
9)eans to chase Felix from Jerusalem, and He* 
rod, who had been detained by sickness at Da« 
mascus, hastened to Massada, where he subdued 
the other faction, and obliged their leader to ca- 
pitulate for his life* The two brothers then re^ 
turned to Jerusalem, and boldly upbnuded Hyr* 
can with pusillanimity ; but, a reconciliation was. 
soon effected, by the marriage of Herod with 
Mariamne, the beautiful grand-daughter of tho 
high-priest* 

These troubles were scarcely appeased, when 
Antigonus, the younger son of Aristobulus, hav- 
ing gsuned the protection of Ptolemy Mennscus, 
prince of Chalcis, and of Fabius, governor of Da^ 
mascus, put himself at the head of at numerous 
army, to revive his Other's pretensions to Judea ; 
but his project was frustrated by Herod, who en« 
gaged him on the frontiers, and compelled him $o 
retreat with considerable Joss* 
. Soon after this event, Mark Antony came to 
settle the affairs of Syria* On his arrival at Bl» 
thynia, the Jews preferred some heavy compkant^ 
g^ainst Phasae) and Herodi as having engrossed ^ 
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the entire administration of Judea, and left H3nw 
can only the empty name of a prince* But Herod 
had taken such polidc precautions to secure the 
friendship of Antony, that the accusers were dls* 
missed with contempt* The Jewish prisoners, 
whom Cassius had caused to be sold by auttiion, 
were now restored to their liberty and former 
possessions ; and Hyrcan received a letter from 
the Roman general, replete with expressions of 
anxiety and respect. 

Notwithstanding th«se public marks of esteem 
for the sons of Antipater, the tritimvir had no 
sooner reached the city of Daphne, near Antioch, 
^an he Mras accosted by a second embassy from 
Jerusalem, on the subject of the former com- 
plaints* Messala undertook the defence of the 
accused commanders, and Hyrt^ himself espous- 
ed their cause so warmly, that Antony made them 
both tetrarch^^ intrusted them With the care af 
Judea, and wrote a letter td the sanhedrim in 
tfheir kvbtir, \fhile fifteen of their most tOrbulcsit 
enemies werfe imprisoned, ahd would have been 
executed had not Herod interceded for th^iir livev 
' The opposite friction Were otily exasperated b}p 
these proceedings, and a third embassy, consist^ 
kig of a thousand perdons, was immediately s6nt 
to Tyre ; but Antony, who was now fully con-» 
firmed in Herod's interest, sent orders to the ma- 
gistracy to assist in the punishment of those foc^^ 
tious mutineers. Herod and Hyrcan then at-^ 
tempted to- stop their design, by representing the 
danger which they must incur ; but the rash anl-4 
bassadors pressed forward to prefer theii- <:om- 
pliunts, and Were either cilt to pieces^ or taken 
^risonerd by the Tyriahs* 
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Next year Judea was again invaded by _ - 
Antigonus, who had persuaded a great ^ ' 
number of discontented Jews to enlist be- ' : 
neath his banner, and had also procured a body 
of cavalry from Parthia* With these united forces 
he made himself master of the canton of Drymay 
-and from thence proceeded to Jerusalem. Her^ 
he was so warmly repulsed by the teirarchS) that 
he was compelled to take shelter in the temp1e» 
The hostile trpops continued, however, to skir^i- 
mish with each other till the feast of pente^ 
t;ost, when Antigonus was joined by many o^ 
the Jews who assembled at that solemnity ; but as 
their exertions were soon crushed by the vigilance 
of Herod, and the greater part of them were des- 
titute of arms, the invaders were disappointed of 
their expectations ; and the two parties, being at 
length tired of shedding so much blood, came 
to an agreement, that Pecorus, cup-bearer to the 
king of Parthia, who had accompanied Antigonus« 
and was now encamped without the walls of the 
city, should be admitted to mediate a peace* 

This project, thbugh set on foot by Antigonus, 
who relied entirely on the friendship of the Par* 
thian general, was nevertheless agreed to by Pha» 
sael, who went out to meet him, and accommo* 
dated him with an apartment in the royal palace« 

■Here Pacorus^ taking advantage of the confix 
denoe his generous host reposed in him, persuad- 
ed him to go on an embassy to Barzanes, who was 
then governor of Syria, under the Parthiah king. 
Herod, suspecting the^reachery of the Parthians, 
was much averse to the proposal ^ but his remon<^ 
•strances were, disregarded, and Phasael, accom>- 
panied by Hyrcan, set out c»i the journey. Upon 
their arrival in Galilee, they were conducted to 
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Barzaphaniesy who' received them courteouslj-, 
and gave them accommodations suitable to their 
rank. Phasael was soon after informed of such 
particulars as fully convinced him of his danger- 
ous situation, and inducedhim to expostulate with 
Barzaphames on his injustice ; but the treacherous 
Parthian solemnly disclaimed the charge, and pre- 
served all the necessary appearances of friendsbipy 
till he supposed Herod had likeMrise been entrap- 
ed,' when he ordered the Jewish priest and te- 
trarch to be both thrown into close confinement. * 
Pacorus had' been sent back to Jem* 
■^ ' salem for the express purpose of surpris- 
ing Herod ; but that young warrior, having 
timely notice of the plot, conveyed himself, with 
all his family, friends, and valuable effects, out of 
the metropolis ; and proceeded, under a numerous 
escort of his own troops, towards Idumea. In 
this journey he met with several obstructions from 
the Parthians and Antigonians ; but his extraor- 
dinary valour, with diat of his guards, enabled 
him to accomplish bis design ; and he resolutely 
proceeded, sword in hand, till he arrived at the 
town of Thressa, where his brother Joseph met 
him with a powerful reinforcement. 

Having left his family and treasures in the for- 
tress of Massada, under the care of Joseph, and 
a garrison of eight hundred men, he sat out for 
Petra, the metropolis of Arabia, intending to bor- 
row a sum of money from the king (whom he 
had formerly obliged), for the purpose of pur- 
chasing his brother's freedom. But the ungrate- 
ful Malchus sent him orders to quit his territoriesi 
so that he was compelled to change his measures 
and apply to the Homans. 

ms flight from Jerusalem having, in the mean 
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his palace, together with the city, and circumja** 
cent country* They then invested Antigonus 
with the supreme dignity in the Jewish state, 
^ccDnHng to their s^reement, and Phasael and 
Hyrcan were brought in chains to the metropolis* 
The new monarch did not think it advisable to 
put the high-priest to death, but incs4>acitated 
him from officiating at the altar, by causing his 
ears to be cut off; while Phasael, in the extre^ 
mity of despair^ eluded the cruelty of his enemies 
by an act of suicide. 

• Herod, on his arrival at Rome, applied first to 
Antony, and then to Octavius, for needful sue* 
cours, and urged . his. request so forcibly, that the 
triumvirs resolved to assist him to the utmost of 
their power, and foimed a design in his favour 
which far exceeded his expectations* The senate 
was immediately convened, and Herod introduced 
by Messalaand Atratinus, who set forth the great 
services of Antipater's £eimily to the Romans^and 
represented Antigonus as a seditious person and . 
{L known enemy to their nation. Herod was, ac- 
cordingly, elected by all the senators to fill the 
Jewish throne, and Antigonus was voted an ener 
my* The ceremony of inauguration was then 
performed with the utmost solemnity, and Herod 
was regaled by the triumvirs for seven days, at the 
•expiration of which he set out for Brundusium 
Bi\d sailed from thence to Ptolemais. 

puring these important transactions, Antigonus 
had invested the fortress of Massada so closely, 
that the garrison, though amply fbmished with 
other provisions, were greatly distressed for want 
pf water, insomuch that Joseph was contriving 
Vol. II, Z 
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means to break through the besiegers in order tdr 
procure succour from Malchus, king, of Arabia, 
who was now ashamed of his ungenerous conduct 
towards Herod. The necessity of this sally wasy 
however^ fortunately obviated by a heavy rain« 
which filled all the cisterns ; and Joseph exerted 
himself to make a vigorous defence, till his bro- 
ther should come to his reHef* 

Heiod had no sooner landed at Ptolemais than 
he assembled a body of troops, which augmented 
so rapidly in consequence of his munificence, 
that almost the whole province of Galilee es- 
poused his cause. Ventidius, the Roman ge- 
neral in Syria, was also commanded to assist him 
with all his forces, so that he was soon in a con- 
dition to oppose Antigonus, and to relieve his 
distressed &mily. Having reduced Joppa, which 
was a place of too considerable importance to be 
left behind in the hands of an enemy, he ad- 
vanced agsunst his competitor, and compelled him 
to relinquish his attempts on Massada. 

By this time Herod's army was so considerably 
increased) that he bo\63y marched against Jerusa** 
lem, where he caused a general anmesty to be 
proclaimed, extending it to all the adherents of An- 
tigonus, who should come over to him within a 
limited time* Antigonus, on the other hand, 
publicly accused the Roman senate of injustice in 
setting a person on the throne whose buth ex- 
cluded him £com the succession ; and the contest 
between the rivals rose at length to such a height, 
that some volleys of arrows were discharged upon 
the besiegers, who at the same time were di»- 
tuii>ed by a mutiny. Ilerod immediately, sent 
out for supplies, which came in such abundance^ 
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that all pretence of revolt was cut off, and the 
Roman troops^ after plundering Jericho of an 
immense treasure, were sent into winter quarters* 
. The advanced state of the season precluding 
the commencement of the intended siege> Herod 
dispatched his brother Joseph with one thousand 
foot, and four hundred horse, intoldumea, whilst 
himself placed his family securely in the city of 
Samaria. He afterwards took several important for* 
tresses in Galilee, and eifectually destroyed the ban- 
ditti who occupied the rocky parts- of that province. 
He then went to Mark Antony, who was em- 
ployed in the siege of Samarata, and rendered 
him some important services by his gallantry ; in 
return for which the triumvir, on the reduction 
of the city, left Sosius governor c^ Syria, with 
positive oixiers to assist Herod with the Roman 
forces under his command, whenever such a re- 
inforcement should be necessary. 
. Herod, on his return, found his affairs in a very 
unpleasant situation ; his brother Joseph, . in op- 
position to his desire, had made an attack against 
Jericho With his own forces, and five legions with 
which he had been fiimished by Machaeras ; but 
the Roman cavalry being totally unfit for such 
rocky ground as he was then encamped upon^ his 
army was defeated, and himself slain* This un-» 
fortunate accident was immediately followed by 
the entire revolt of Galilee, where the most opu- 
lent of Herod's friends were barbarously thrown 
into the lake of Tiberias. Idumea was also on the 
point of revolting, but the appearance of Herod 
at the head of a fresh army effected a sudden 
change, and ins|nred his partisans with new reso- 
lution. The province of Galilee was immediately 
reduced;^ and an engagement soon ensued be- 
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tween the two antagonists, in which Herod ob* 
tained a complete victory, and ensanguined the. 
$eld with the blood of his exlemies. His eagerness 
to revenge Joseph's death made him pursue the 
fugitives with such astonishing swiftness, that he 
might have proceeded immediately to Jerusalem 
and have taken it with the uttnost facility, had he 
not been prevented by a violent storm. Antigo* 
nus was, at the same time, so completely ex- 
hausted, that he was almost tempted to abandon 
his capital to the victorious enemy : but the ap« 
proach of winter induced Herod to put his forces 
Into winter quarters, and consequently gave a. 
i^spite to Antigonus* 

' Having adopted this method, with a design to 
commence the siege of Jerusalem early in the 
spring, Herod went to Samaria, and consum- 
mated his marriage with Marlamne, a princes^ 
highly worthy of his tenderest care and affection^^ 
whether considered with respect to her illustrious 
family, her exalted virtue and merit, or her per^ 
sonal beauty and accomplishments* By this timei 
he was reinforced with thirty thousand men, and 
Sosius had been ordered to march to his assist-^ 
ance with eleven legions, and* six thousand horsey 
besides some Syrian troops that were hired as 
auxiliaries. 

With this formidable army he proceeded to the 
metropolis of Judea, while the besieged werfe, on 
the other hand, equally numerous and resolute^ 
the city being thronged with persons from all 
parts of the country. For some time the be^ 
siegers were greatly annoyed by frequent salliesi 
but at length the Romans seeded the outward 
wall, notwithstanding the vigorous opposition of 
the garrison i and in ten days more t^ey got 
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withm the second, when some of the galleries 
f»9longing to the temple being set on fire, Herod 
endeavoured to throw the odium of that circum- 
stance upon his rival* On the reduction of the 
lower city, the besieged fled for shelter to the 
upper, and to the temple, where they were re- 
duced to great extremities by famine, it being 
the sabbatic year, wherein they were forbidden to 
cultivate the land* In this condition they reso« 
lutely built a new wall instead of that which had 
been beaten down ; countermined the enemy re- 
peatedly, and fought sometimes above, and some- 
times below ground, with all the fury of confirmed 
des'p.air, till at length a general assault terminated 
the seige, and compelled them to surrender. 
. The Roman troops had no sooner obtained en« 
trance into the upper city, than they dispersed 
themselves into ^1 parts in search of plunder, 
and massacred a g^at number of the wretched 
inhabitants. The very sanctuary was on the point 
of undergoing the same fate as the conmion ha- 
bitations, but here Herod interposed, and put x 
stop to all further devastation, by satisfying the 
rapacity of the soldiers by ^ large donative out of 
his own coffers. 

Thus was the holy city taken, after a ^ -^ 
yiege of six months, and with its reduc- ^r' 
tion terminated the reign of the Asmo- 
qeans, which had continued one hundred and 
twenty-nine years, from Judas Maccabeus to An* 
tigonus, the last male of that family who held the. 
reins of government. Sosius, having accomplish- 
ed Antony's desire by establishing Herod in the 
royal dignity, presented a crown of gold to the 
l^ple^ and depaited with the deposed prince^ 
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who was loadeD with chains, and afterwards coiv> 
demned to death at the earnest solicitations of 
Herod. 



SECT. V. 

From the Accession of Herod to the Birth ofChrisU 

HEROD had scarcely assamed the insignia df 
his new dignity, when he was compelled to 
cnj'ploy his thoughts oh two important subjects^ 
viz. the means of replenishing his treasury after 
the large demands which had been made upon it 
by his auxiliaries ; and the suppression of the op- 
posite faction, which retained an indelible affec- 
tion for the Asmonean family, and an insurmount* 
able aversion for that of Antipater.. 

To answer the first necessity, he caused all the 
gold, silver, and other valuables, found in the me- 
tropolis, to be seized and deposited in his own 
palace \ by which tapine he soon am£issed a con- 
siderable treasure ; but as a great part of it was 
given to the Romans in payment for their re* 
cent services, he reimbursed himself by causing 
the wealthiest persons of the Antigonian party to 
be put to death, and confiscating their estates. 
Such was his horrid vigilance up)on this occasion^ 
that he ordered his guards to examine whethe^ 
the bodies were really dead when they were car- 
lied out for sepulture ; and to prevent the re- 
moval of any riches from their habitations, at the 
time of the funeral. In short, his necessities wer* 
so urgenti and his bounty so lavish toward hi* 



JEWS* 959 

favourites, that he spared no extortion, notwith- 
standini^ the distressed condition of the country, 
for want of cultivation, threatened his subjects 
with the calamities of famine, 

Hyrcan, the unfortunate pontiff, who had fallen 
a prey to the treachery of Antij^nus and the Par* 
thians, and who had been taken prisoner to Par« 
thia, was released from confinement by Phraartes, 
and permitted to reside in Babylon, where he en^ 
joyed the respect and unfeigned affection of the 
Jews who dwelt in that city, and also of those 
who lived beyond the Euphrates: but he no 
sooner heard of Herod's acce^^sion to the throne 
of Judea, than he conceived an anient demre of 
visiting his native country, and spending tlie re* 
sidueof his life in the beloved city of Jerusalem* 
Having<:ommunicated these thoughts to some of 
his friends, he was earnestly advised to abandon 
them, and to remain content with that veneration 
which was paid to his high Inrth and^ dignity ia 
Babylon 9 Init the pressing invitations of the mo» 
iiarch wete so perfectly consonant with his 'own 
mshes, that he was deaf to remonstrance, and 
resolved to return to the land which contained the 
temple of his God. 

Herod was^ in the mean time, mucfar 
disturbed by domestic contentions; and 3^' 
was compelled,: though much against his 
inclination,^ to invest Aristobulus, the brother of 
Mariamne with the pondiical dignity. This 
condescension to Alexandra, his mother*in-iaw^ 
was merely political ; and tliat princess, whose 
haughty and enterprising spirit rendered her a 
dangeious enemy, was soon after cooiiDed to fact * 
palace* In this emergency she raceive'd an in* 
fitation to the court of Cleopatra^ for herself juid 
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son ; but) after conniving a singular method of 
escape, the fugitives were. arrested and brought 
back; though Herod's dread of the Egyptian 
queen, induced him to dissemble his resentment* 
At the ensuing feast of tabernacles, the new 
high-priest, who was about seventeen years of agey 
officiated in his sacred capacity with such extraor« 
dinary gracefulness, and appeared so majestic in 
the pontifical robes, that the people, reflecting on 
the merit of his ancestors, could not forbear ex- 
pressing their admiration. This circumstance 
inflamed Herod's jealousy to so ui^vemable a. 
pitch, that he immediately resolved on the de- 
struction of the amial^ youth ; and accordingly- 
hired some base wretches to put a period to his 
life, by holding him under water in a bath, to 
which he was invited afber the axAemnitY* Thia 
diabolical action was glossed over witli the pre- 
tence of being purely accidental, and the result of 
mere diversion ; and the king not.gnly seemed to 
believe this report, but put himself into the deep- 
est mourning, ordered his obsequies to be per-^ 
formed with all possible magnificence, and cauis- 
ed a stately monument to be erected to the me-> 
mory of the unfortunate sufferer* But all thia 
affectation was easily seen throiigh by the people, 
and only served to render the author of the cala* 
mity more odious to the nation at large, and 
particularly to his own fiunily.. 

Alexandra having written, an account of these 
cruel proceedings to Cleopatra, that princess ear- 
nestly importimed Antony to take vengea^e on.the 
murderer, in hopes that his death would facilitate 
* her wish of enjoying the Jewish revenue. Antony» 
accordingly, commanded Herod to appear .before 
him at Laodicea^ in prder to clear, himself ofthla 
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Keavy charge ; and Herod, however reluctant, 
was necessitated to obey. He however took such 
precautions, and ^ bribed his judge so high, that 
on the day of audience he was most basely ab* 
solved ; and Cleopatra's avaricious demands were 
pacified with the province of Coelo-Syria. 

Herod, previous to his departure on thb bu- 
siness, commanded his uncle Joseph, whom he 
left in care of the government, to put Mariamne 
to death in case he should be condemned by An- 
tony ; as he was apprehensive the triumvir had 
formed a design inimical to his honour upon the 
fame of his queen's beauty^ This injunction was 
imprudently communicated to Mariamne, who 
ever after entertained the utmost dread of her 
sanguinary consort : and Alexandra was so violent- 
ly exasperated, that she earnestly entreated Joseph 
to conduct herself and daughter from the city, 
and place them beneath the protection of the 
Romans, who were then encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood ; but this project was soon rendered 
unnecessary by the news of Herod's acquittal. 

Salome, the king's sister, had in the mean time 
tnade herself acquainted with these deliberations ; 
and on her brother's return, accused the virtuous 
Mariamne of a criminal correspondence with 
Joseph. . The queen boldly asserted, the recti- 
tude of her conduct to Herod, in open defiance 
of her calumniator"; but happening to upbraid 
him with his cruel order, he was fully persuaded 
that nothing kss.than guilty &miliarity could 
have prevailed on his uncle to disclose the fatal 
secret. He therefore commanded the ill-fiited 
Jose[^ to be put to death, without permitting any 
esci^lanation, and caused Alexandra to be loaded 
with chains and thrown into prisQU* 
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Cleopatra having conceived a violent resent- 
ment i^;ainst Herod, for his inattention to hef 
amorous advances, when she visited his court on 
her return from the Euphrates, persuaded her 
Roman lover to order him aa an expedition against 
the Arabians ; and, having obtained her request, 
sent Athenion, one of her own generals, to join 
him as an auxiliary, though in reality he waa 
commanded to ruin him. Herod, upon the first 
encounter, gave the enemy a great overthrow ; 
and was upon the point of g^ing a second .vic- 
tory, when Athenion fell suddenly upon the 
Jews, and cut most of them in pieces ; whilst 
Herod and a small remnant of his followers saved 
their lives by a precipitate flight* 

In the course of the next year, Judea 

«j was shaken with an extraordinary earth- 
quake, which destroyed a prodigiqus num- 
ber of cattle, and buried some thousands of the 
people beneath the ruins of their habitations* Up- 
on the report of this calamity, the Arabians invad- 
ed the kingdom, expecting to have found it utter- 
ly defenceless ; but Herod defeated them in two 
successive engagements, and compelled them to 
sue for a cessation of hostilities* 
_ Herod's happiness was soon afterwards 

3Q disturbed by the defeat of his patron at 
Aetium, and the dread of Augustus's re- 
sentment ; but, perceiving the desperate state of 
Antony's affairs, and finding him unwilling to sa- 
crifice Cleopatra to his own safety, he resolved to 
make his peace with the conqueror, on the best 
terms he could obtain. Having taken this deter- 
mination, he caused Hyrcan, the venerable pon- 
tiS> to be beheaded, on pretence of carrying on 
a treasonable, correspondence with the king of 
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Arabia ; but in reiality to rid himself of the onlf 
surviving male of the Asmbnean race. He then 
sent his queen and her mother Alexandra into 
the fortress of Massada, under the care of his 
treasurer and one of his chief confidants, with 
express orders to put these princesses to death 
on the first intelligence ^f his ill success ; and 
committed his own mother and her daughter 
Salome to the care of his brother Pheroras^ with 
an exhortation to seize on the Jewish crown, and 
defend it to the last extremity, in case his expe- 
dition should prove unfortunate. 

On his arrival at Rhodes, he obtained an au- 
dience of Augustus, and addressed him in a 
speech so well composed and appropriate, that 
the emperor commanded him to wear the diadem 
in his presence, and honoured him with several 
other marks of peculiar esteem. Herod, elated at 
this success, made some noble presents to Au- 
gustus and his favourites, and returned to his me- 
tropolis highly pleased with his acquisitions of 
honour and authority ; but his felicity was mate- 
rially damped by the reception he met with from 
his beloved consort, and her exasperated mother, 
who had, during his absence, found means to 
discover the fatal orders he had left with the go- 
vernors of Massada. 

Augustus passing through Syria, in his way to 
Egypt, was entertained by Herod at Ptolemais, 
with incredible magnificence : besides a present of 
eight hundred talents, he furnished the army 
with provisions, as they marched through some 
barren deserts, where they might otherwise have 
been driven to the utmost extremities ; and he 
accompanied the emperor as &r as Pelusium. 
The same magnificent reception was given at 



Augustus's return ; and that prince was sq greatly 
delighted with the complaisance and munificence 
of his Jewish tributary, that he made him a pre- 
sent of the four thousand Gauls who had served 
as body guards to Cleopatra ; and restored him 
such a number of cities, as considerably augment* 
ed both his territory and revenue^ 

Mariamne*s affection was, in the mean 
29 ^^^' totally alienated from her husband ; 
and Salome, her inveterate enemy, con-> 
tinned to do her all the ill offices in her power^ 
till at length the unfortunate qUeen was publicly 
triedaiid condemned to die, for a crime to which 
her heart was an entire stranger. She bore her 
fate with becoming intrepidity, and terminat«l 
with her sufferings all the happiness of her tyran* 
nic husband. 

Salome having hurried the execution, lest some 
discovery of her own treachery might frustrate 
her cruel design, or the ungovernable affection of 
her brother produce a revocation of his sentence^ 
now triumphed in the acconaplishment of her 
desires ; but Herod was oppressed with such in* 
describable remorse, that his lite became a bur* 
then, his &vourite diversions grew insipid, and 
in the midst of his highest festivity he would call 
involuntarily on tiie name of Mariamne, and 
order her to be brought into his presence. A 
grievous pestilence which swept off great num* 
biersof his subjects, tended to augment his misery i 
and a violent distemper soured his temper still 
more ; till at length he degenerated to such a 
state of brutish cruelty, tha^t he sacrificed friend 
and foe alike, to his ungovernable fury ; and con- 
tinued to oppress his people in the most* arbitrary 
manner till the hour of his death. 
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Ales:2^rai\ras soon put to death after her in- 
jured daughter, for attempting to fomi a party 
tduring Herod*s indisposition ; and Costobares, 
the husband of Salome, was first, divorced, and 
then delivered to the executioner for having pro- 
tected some of the chief supporters of the Asmo- 
Qean race. Several of the Jewish ceretnonies 
were now abolished, and foreign customs intro- 
duced ; a stately theatre was built in the city, 
and a spacious amphitheatre in the suburbs ; mu* 
sicians, players, coursers, and gladiators, were en- 
gaged for the royal amusement ; and public games 
were ordered to be celebrated every fifth year in 
honour of Augustus. 

These innovations, joined to his unparalleled 
cruelty, inspired the Jews with the most uncon- 
querable aversion, and ten of the boldest of the 
malcontents entered the new theatre with dag- 
gers concealed under their garments, for the pur- 
pose of delivering their nation by the death of 
ttie tyrant : but their design was discovered, and 
they were put to death by the most cruel method 
that could be devised. The populace having de- 
tected tUe informer, cut him in pieces and threw 
his flesh to their dogs ; and every symptom of a 
revolution began to appear, when Herod provided" 
for his own safety by fortifying Jerusalem, re- 
building Samaria, and garrisoning all the most 
important fortresses in Judea. 

Aboutthi3time,which was the thirteenth ^ >, 
5'ear of l^is reign, the countiy was visited js. ' 
by a grievous drought, which soon brought 
on a famine, and terminated in a raging pesti- 
lence. In this calamity the* king exeited him- 
self to procure a supply of provisions from Egypt^ 
and caused them to be distributed among his 
Vol. II. 2 A 



mournful subjects, insomuch that tho»6 wholiad 
lately detested, :now began to admire him for his 
princely generosity ; but he soon relapsed into his 
former cruelties, and convinced them that his 
heart was sdllcdlous to all the tender feeling i)f 
humanity. 

The following year he married another Ma- 
riamne, daughter of a Jewish priest of Alexan- 
dria; and soon after his nuptials built the mag-' 
nificent palace of Herodian, on a pleasant hill 
about seven miles distant from Jerusalem, whither 
the Jews immediately resorted, and built rowidft^ 
so that it was soon encompassed by a considerai^t^ 
City. - 

' He now sent his two favourite sons whom he 
had by Hyrcan's grand-daughter to be educated 
ait Rome, where Augustus assigned them apart- 
ments in the royal palace, and expressed hfs sense 
of the confidence their father had reposed in him, 
by giving him foil power to nominate either of 
them for his successor. He likewise added se- 
veral provinces to the kingdom of Judea ; ap- 
pointed Herod his procurator in Syria, and be- 
stowed a tetrarchy on his brother Phecbras. 

Herod being thus honoured by the emperor, 
smd having amassed an immense treasure by his 
rapacious proceedings, resolved to render himself 
popular, and to eternize his memory by re- 
building the temple, which he accordingly did 
in the most sumptuous and elegant manner. 

• Whilst this work was carrying on Ti^th att 
possible expedition, the Jewish monai^ch made a»' 
voyage to Rome to pay his compliments to An-' 
gustus, and a paternal visit to his sons. He ex- 
pressed hhnself in the most grateful terms forthe 
fetourshe^'hiad. recently rcceivedi^ «nd^*fcr the* 
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g^vHUvtOftproveiaeiitthe princes Iiad made during 
theiv Fesidenoe in the imperial city. Having ex<^ 
perienced the most cordial reception, and been 
hoftouredwith some iresh tokens of his great 
patron's esteem, he returned to Judea with his 
sons, who were received with universal accla> 
motioas on account of their majestic appearances 
and ^deportment- Soon after their arrival they 
^wete both nuurried, Alexander -to Glaphyra, 
princess of Cappadocia; and Aristobukis to 
Beremce, the daughter of Salome. That love 
ao^ admiration • which the people expressed ibr 
these accomplished youths was, however, so &r 
from gratifying the turbulent Salome, that she 
used her utmost endeavours to alienate their 
father's affections from them by the most base 
and unwarrantable stratagems. In consequ^ce 
of her repeated accusations and malicious hints, 
Herod caused Antipater, another of his sons, 
who had been hitherto educated, privately, to be 
brought to court, where he heaped such favours, 
on him, a» only tended to rouse the resentment 
of the other brothers, and made them utter many 
indiscreet speeches against their father, which 
their enemies immediately used to facilitate their 
ruin. 

Agrippa, who had been received at Jerusalem 
with every demonstration of respect and cor- 
diality, was now requested to take Antipater to 
Rome, so that the populace began to look upon- 
him as the appointed successor. The young 
prince set out accordingly, but, fearing lest his 
ccmipetitors should regain their father's affection 
during his absence, he wrote repeatedly^to court, 
and engaged his friends to prejudice Herod against 
them^tiU' at length the king begpan - to consider- 
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a public trial. before Augustus* The .emperor 
*beiug then at AquUeui) Herod went thithetv.»c« 
cused his sons of high treason^ and demaiKkd 
justice against them inthemostvehementterma. 
The qruelty of this proceeding aAected the princes' 
so deeply^ that they were both compelled to give 
y^nt to their emotioiis by a flood of tears i but 
Alexander pleaded his own aoLdhis broth^*s cmtac 
with such becoming modesty, .that Augufitjis 
and all the auditors were fully convinced of th«ir 
innocence. A i*econciliation was, therefore^ieffeGt- 
ed by the emperor ; but the jealousy of; Herod^ 
the ii^dipc^tioo of his sons,: and the indeftti- 
gable exertions of their enemies, aoonJiddtlil& 
foundation for fresh, dissensions*. . ; .. j 

w ^ The city, of Caesarea being finished^ 
20 ' Herod caused the dedication of it to..iie 
performed witli all imaginable sf^endpur, 
and. appointed ganaes to be performed eveiy fifth 
year. At this time he entertained Jiis .guests, 
Yfho were very considerable, both in number and 
quality, with such extraordinary magnificenoe^ 
that Augustus observed, his soul wasr.Jboo 
great forliis dominions, and that he ought to 
have possessed the crowns of Syria and Egypt. 
Yet such was the strange inconsistency of this 
monaix^li's actions, that immediately alit^ this 
festival he broke open the sepulchres of J^avid 
and Solomon in the night, canjed off a qufliiutity 
of rich yessels that had been deposited thece^ mi 
Actually proceeded to search the .cofiina. ot-jthe 
deceased monarcjbs, till a miraculous. fomei^de- 
^troyed two of his guards, .and irnpe^* .hb 
(uither search. To mal^e some re[^ara|ioa for 
this abominablQ sacrilege; be caused a beautiful 
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entrance of the tomb* 

The iniquitous Salome had, by this time, raised 
her. brother's jeatousy of the young princes to 
such a hdght, that his conduct was equally in- 
consialent with the duties of a father and the 
dignity of a kmg* Two of his favourite con- 
fklants were put to die rtick, cm the accusation of 
having been cOnrupted by ^exander ; and Alex* 
ander hintsciif was thrown into priaon, from 
whence he s^nt his fiither four seYcral confessions ; 
and at the same time accused Salome, and Phe* 
foraa of being concerned in the plot. By this. 
tAeanS) Herod's mind was utterly distracted, and 
lie abandoned himself to the greatest excesses of 
tJTUelty* Nothing was to be heard of in the city 
but racks, imprisonments, and barbarous exe- 
f utions ; and m the palace, the tyrant was so 
lormented by guilt and fear and jealousy, that 
he would frequently start from his bed as if pur- 
sued by the conspirators ; and continually looked 
with a suspicious eye upon all who surrounded 
him* But while it was hourly expected that his 
parcktysms of rage would have terminated in 
lunacy, or hastened his son's death, Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia, arrived at Jerusalem, and 
by his good offices effected a reconciliation. 
Pheroras, perceiving this sudden change, entered 
the presence chamber in a mourning habit, pros- 
trated himself at the feet of his sovereign, and 
acknowledged himself the author of all the 
calumnies that had been raised against Alexander 
and Aristobulus. Upon this infonnation Herod's 
^iry subsided, and after accompanying Archelaus 
as lar as Antioch on his retuiD, he resolved to 
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visMt Augustus, and make, him acquahifcftd: mth 
the whole affair. 

B. C. ^^ ^® return frotn Rome he caused 
• 8. the dedication of the temple to be per- 
formed with due solemnity and .mag* 
nificence; and in the following spring undier^ 
took to suppress the Trachonitish banditti, who 
had lately made some terrible inroads into Judca* 
He accordingly marched into Arabia, defeated the 
robbers, denptoUshed theifr ca^te, and returned 
tictorious to his metropolis ; but Syllwus, pnefect 
«f Syria^ wrote such an account of this expeditioti 
to the emperor, that he sent Herod a- very ^cttef^ 
i^proo^ and would certainly have i^emAinced 
his friend had he not been convinced, after some 
time, that his prefect'aacqufiations were maHcibusi 
and greatly exaggerated. 

Salome had again alarmed hertrother^witii an 
account of fresh plotiand intended assassinations ? 
and though nothing could be proved against the 
objects of her hatred, but that they had desigiwd 
to retire into some other country where they 
might be free from theh* father's tyranny,- the 
jealous king believed all the rest upon this Single 
evidence, and immediately dispatched messen^^ 
with a letter to Rome, in order to obtain • justiC0. 
against the royal conspirators. Augustus haviiig 
perused the letter, and ' found that Herod was 
obstinately bent upon the destruction of his sons, 
issued out orders for them to be brought *to trial 
at Berytus, before Archelaus and all the governors 
of the neighbouring provinces ; and, in case they 
were found guilty, 4ie granted permission to their 
father to punish them according to his oiwn 
discretion* 



Herod jmmecyately convened the governoi^ 
but purposely omitted sending to Archelaus, lest 
he should be biassed by motives of paitialit^ > and 
having left the unfortunate pmices under a strong 
guard in a small^town bdonging to the Sidonians^ 
pleaded his own cause before an assembly of 
five hundred persons, but with such violence, as 
rather excited their indignation than pity* After 
a full hearing, Volumnius pronounced sentence 
of death,* and the resft of ^e judges acquiesced 
in his opinion ; but the time and manner of the 
execution was left to the unnatural accuser, wha 
taused his amiable sons to be strangled at Sebastey 
vod from thence cai*ried to the sepulchre of their 
Asmonean relatives at Aiexandrion. 
' Shortly after this tragical event, the king issued 
an edict, commanding the Jewish nation to take 
an oath of allegiance to Augustus and him^lf ; 
but this edict being contrary to the Mosaic law^ 
was resolutely opposed by seven thousand persons 
6f the sect of Pharisees* Herod, provoked at their 
contumacy, condemned them to a severe fine^ 
which fell, amongst others, upon Pheroras's wifc# 
Pheroras having entered into a plot- with- An-« 
tipater for-Hercii's destruction, gladly embraced 
the opportunity of retiring to his tetrarchy, and 
took a solemn oath that he would never return 
to court during his brother's reign. Antipater, 
at die same time, made interest to get an invitation, 
to Rome ; and thus these two politicians contrived 
to shun the dread of discovery, whilst their in- 
struments were busily employed in the prose-^ 
Gution of their designs. But on the death of 
Pheroras, the treason was eonipletel^ unravelled^ 
and Herod had the mortification to find a reai 
and implacable enemy in that son for whom he 
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had withdrawn 'his love fivm twoVirtuo^ youthsy 
and fuially sentenced them to an ig^nominiouai 
dea,th« Dorio, the mother of Ai^pater, having 
given poison to Pheroras, in order that he 
might destroy his brother, was atrii^)ed of 
her costly ornaments and banished from coart; 
and Mariamne the second being accused of 
some share in the plot, was driven into exile, 
whilst her son Herod was disinherited, loid her 
father deposed from the pontifical office, to 
which be had been raised by his royal sou-> 
in-law. 
^ n About. this time, Zacharias, a virtuous 

6. P^^^^ o^ ^^ course of Abiah, was honoured^ 
with a. celestial vision whilst he offered 
the sacred incense in the temple, and received 
an assurance, that his wife Elizabeth should bear 
a son, who should be a Nazarite to God, and the 
harbinger of the promised Messiah. The vene* 
Table priest reflecting on the advanced age of 
himself and his spouse, requested that a token 
might be granted for the confirmation of his 
faith ; and the angel granted his petition in such 
a manner as might, at once, reprove and obviate 
his doubts. Zacharias was instantly deprived of 
the faculty of speech* and continued dumb till the 
heavenly prediction was accomplished* 

Six months aflter this singular occurrence, the 
same vision appeared to a young, virgin, called 
Mary, of the lineage of David, who resided at 
Nazareth, under the guardianship of her espoused 
husband Joseph, saluting her as the highly &^ 
voured of God, and informing her that she was 
chosen to bear the Redeemer of the World, to 
whom she should give the significant name of 
iesus, or Saviouf) according to the. propheciie% 



long since delivered* The astonished maiden 
expressed a doubt of ih^ fio$siAiliiy of such ft cir- 
cumstance ; but oa the angel's declaring that he 
had predicted a' immcu/ioflM . conception^ and 're-* 
nin&ig her that nothing was impossible with 
God) she submitted with humble confidence to 
the will of Heaven, and hastened to acquaint her 
cousin Elizabeth with these transporting tidings*' 
> . EHzabeth being delivered of the promised child, 
gave him the name of John, in obedience to the 
divine injunction ; and Zacharias having expressed 
iiis consent to it in writings found his tongue im« 
mediately loosed, and his heart inspired with the 
utmost gitktitude to the Author of his felicity, in 
consequence of which he, uttered such rapturous 
predictions, as inspired the auditors with singular 
hopes concerning his young descendant. 
: . The blessed Virgin now began to exhibit such 
tokens of pregnancy, as induced her husband to 
contrive some means of giving her a private di<* 
vorce, without exposing her to the rigour of the 
iaw ; but being apprised, in a dream, .that her 
conception, was altogether miraculous, and that 
her son was appoint^ to be the Saviour of the 
World) he laid aside his design^ .aiid resolved to 
continue his patronage and protection. Mean- 
while Bethlehem, the city of iSavid^ being pointed 
out by the prophet as the birth-place of the Mes* 
eiah, Providence so ordered it that the decree of 
Augustus for taking a new survey of the Roman 
emigre . should reach Judea at this time; which 
obliged the Virgin andvher pious spouse to repair 
thither to be enrolled among the descendants of 
David* The great concourse of people -coming- to 
that place, laid this obscure family under the ne^ 
cessity of lodging in a stable^ where Mary brought 
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forth her divine son, and laid him in a manger ; 
whil^ an angel, at the head of a celestial choir, 
proclaimed the wondrous nativity to certain 
shepherds, who were keeping watch over their 
flocks by night ; and the appearance of a mira> 
culous star induced the Eastern magi to hasten 
to the Jewish metropolis, in quest of the nev-bom 
king. 

Upon the first inquiry of the wise men, re- 
specting the place of his births the whole city were 
moved ;. and the grand sanhedrim directed them 
to Bethlehemi, upon the authority of their ancient 
prophets* Herod immediately hegaatoconsider 
die new4x>m Messiah as a dangerous rivalf and 
formed a diabolical design for his destruction} 
which was, however, frustrated by the intecposi- 
tion of divine Providence. 

The holy child having been worshipped with 
due reverence, by the magi, was, on the. fortieth 
day, brought to Jerusalem to be presented in the 
temple^ £U>4 to be redeemed according to the 
Mosaic law concerning the first-born. On this 
occasion, Simeon, a venerable Jew> of consum- 
mate piety, and endowed with the spirit of pnK 
phecy, took hhn in his arms, foretold the sorrows 
which should hereafter lacerate the heart of his 
mother, and exclaimed in a holy tran^wrt, ^ Now^ 
Lord, let thy servant depart in peace, for my eyes 
have seen thy promised salvation !" His testimo- 
ny was also accompanied by that of an old pnK 
phetess named Anna, who coming at that instant 
into the temple, began to publish this new-bom 
Saviour to all the faithfiil Israelites, who expected 
the fiilfilment of their Maker's most invaluable 
promise* . . 
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• SECT. VI. 

From the Birth of Christ to the' total Destruction 
of Jerusalem^ and the Disfierdon of the Jevieh 
Mition, • 

HEROD was now distracted with new proofs 
of his own danger, and tlie iniklelity of his 
nearest relatives. Some malicious accounts from 
Rome overwhelmed him with the deepest dis- 
tress ; and a fresh supply of poison sent by Anti- 
pater, occasioned more important and more hor- 
rid discoveries than had yet been made respecting 
that unnatural son. Herod immediately sent for 
the traitor to Jerusalem, on pretence of securihg 
him in the succession, and (having issued out an 
order for the destruction of all the male infants 
near Bethlehem, in the vain hope of destroying 
his new-bom rival) caused him to be publicly 
arraigned of high treason. The trial was pecu- 
liarly interesting, as Herod discovered the most 
poignant anguish at the recollection of his mur- 
dered sons, who had fallen by Antipater's strata- 
gems ; and the culprit exerted all his eloquence to 
set aside the heavy charges that were brought 
again'st him. Some of the poison metitioned in 
the evidence was, however, brought into court, 
and given to a condemned criminal, who died 
immediately ; and some letters were intercepted, 
which obviated every doubt, and silenced the pri-^ 
soner's impious protestations. He was accord- 
ingly ordered into close confinement, and a full 
account of the proceedings against him was'sfcnt 
to the emperor. ^ 
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Whilst the ambassadors were on theif jourftey 
to Rome, Herod, enfeebled by age, sickness, and 
constant inquietudes, fell into a vwletit (^sease> 
"which rendered him so extremely morose and 
choleric, that he became a burthen to himself and 
a terror to all his attendants. Finding his end 
approaching, he settled his affidrs ; appointed his 
youngest son to succeed him on the throne ; be- 
queathed a considerable sum to Augustus ; and 
left a noble iTortune to the unworthy Salome. 
These arrangements were scarcely made, when a 
seditious tumult was raised in the city by two 
Jewish doctors, who, having heard that the king 
was dead, persuaded their disciples to pull down 
the structures which had been raised contrary to 
the law. They accordingly proceeded to the tem- 
pte g^te, and began to demolish a golden eagle of 
exquisite workmanship which Herod had set up 
in honour of the emperor ;" but, on being attacked 
by a body of the royal troops, the majority of 
I them were soon dispersed, and the remainder 
carried to the king, who, after some time; con- 
demned them to be burnt alive. ' 

The wretched monarch, whose disease now be- 
came 60 loathsome and intolerable that a descrip- 
tion of it would but shock the humane reader, 
perceived by this last indignity the universal de- 
testation in which he was held by his subjects, ' 
and meditated such a dreadful expedient to pre- 
vent their rejoicing at his decease, as scarcely ever 
entered into the heart of the most sanguinary ty- 
rant. He issued out a proclamation, commanding" 
all the chief Jews to assemble at Jericho, on a 
certain day, under pain of death 5 and upon their 
arrival, ordered them all to be confined in the 
Hippodrome $ at the same time obliging Salotncf 
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and. :hei\ husband Alexas to pramise that they 
would cause them all to be massacred as soon as 
.the breath quired hiaJxxIy. 

.About this time the messengers returned from 
Rome with Augustus's approbation of Antipater's ' 
sentence^ which seemed to afford the king the 
utmost satisfaction, in spite of all his tortures. 
Antipater was immediately put to death; and 
Herod, having altered his will in favour of Ar- 
chelaus, expired soon after, in the seventieth year 
of his age, and the thirty-seventh after his ad- 
vancement to the crown oi Judea. 

Salome and Alexas were so far from j^ 
executing the last inhuman orders of this 'j ' 
tyrannical prince, that they endeavoured to 
conceal them from the nation, and hastened to 
acquaint the prisoners in the Circus that they were 
at full liberty to depart to their respective habita- 
tions. The news of the king's decease being then 
made puUic, the chief ofi^cers and soldiery were 
assembled at Jericho ; Archelaus was proclaimed 
king by virtue of Herod's appointment; and the 
people unanimously promised him the same alle^ 
^ance which they had shown to his father. 

Archelaus, to evince his gratitude to his prede- 
cessor, prepared a funeral answerable to his wealth 
and dignity. The body was laid on a sumptuous 
bier enriched with a profusion of precious stones, 
having the royal diadem on his head, and holding 
a sceptre in hand. His sons and grandsons, liis 
sister and her husband, and all his other near re- 
lations, marched solemnly by his side. These 
were followed by all his officers, both civil and 
military, according to their rank. Among the 
latter, his guards led the van ; then came the 
Thracians; next the Germans; and last, the 
Vol. n. 2B ' ' 
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GaulS) or Galadaiis ; all suitably artned in order 
of battle ; while five hundred of his -domestics 
closed the procession, and scatter^} aromatic pen- 
fumes among the spectators. The cavalcade pro- 
ceeded to the castle of Herodion, about one thou- 
sand paces distant from Jericho, where they 
deposited the corpse of their late sovereign, antl 
returned from thence to Jerusalem ; where the 
new monarch, having mourned seven days for his 
fether, according to the Jewish custom, gave the 
people a magnificent feast* 

By a singular clause in Herod's will, the sove- 
reignty of Archelaus was in reality invalid, and 
merely nominal, till it should 6e confirmed by 
Caesar : in consequence of which, he was obliged 
to visit Rome ; though his journey was for some 
time delayed by a popular tumult, which tentri- 
nated in the death of three thousand rebels, and 
the loss of many of the king's troops. These dis- 
orders being quelled, he left the care of the go- 
vernment to his brother Philip, and set out, ac- 
companied with several of his relatives and ac- 
quaintance, who were anxious to assist him witift 
their interest or advice ; while his aunt Salome, 
and her children, mingled into the company fop 
the express purpose of obstructing bis con- 
firmation. 

On their aiTival at Rome, Archelaus presented 
a memoiial to Cassar, in which he exliibited hia 
title to the regal dignity, the particulars of Herod's 
last will, and the inventory of the treasure which 
that monarch left behind him. Antipas, who had 
been appointed to the government by Herod*s 
fint will, and who was now persuaded by the 
subtle Salome to oppose his brother, immediately 
presented another memorial^ which contained such 
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auctions as were most likely to invalidate the 
preteiuuons of his rival* The emperor having pe* 
rused both tlie writings, convened an assembly 
of his friends to examine the respective claims ; 
and Caiusy son of Agrippa by the princess Julia, 
was desired to sit as president* On the day of 
audience, Antipater, the son of Salome, an elegant 
speaker and inveterate enemy to Archelaus, ac* 
cused that prince of various offences, and insisted 
that Herod never thought of appointing him for 
his successor, while he had the proper use of his 
fiicuities, but had expressly nominated Antipas 
to that, dignity* These accusations, and the bitter 
invectives with which they were accompanied,, 
were answered by Damascen, an old counsellor of 
the deceased monarch, with equal courage and> 
mpdeifition ; and at the conclusion of his admir- 
able defence, Archelaus prostrated himself before 
the emperor with such genuine marks of humility 
as moved his compassion, and induced him to 
promise that he would do nothing contrary to 
Herod's will* The court was. then dismissed 
without any further pioceedings ; as Augustus 
was desirous of meditating at leisure on the peti* 
tion of the other princes* 

During these transactions at Rome, tlie turbu- 
lent Jews had raised new commotions in their, 
metropoiis,Jwhich were, however, suppressed by 
Varus's speedy arrival from Antioch, and the pu- 
nishment of the ringleaders* On his return to 
Antioch, he left Sabinus, with a Roman legion, 
to keep the city in awe : this g^nei^al, perceiying. 
the superiority of his forces over those of the 
Jews, resolved to convert the treasures of the 
Herodian family to his own use, and actually, 
pillaged the treasury of the temple oi four hxax-i 
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drcd talents* The Jewsj who came at that time 
in crowds to celebrate t^e approaching feasts of 
Pentecost, were violently exasperated at these ty- 
rannical proceedings, and immediately divided 
themselves into three bodies, one of which be- 
sieged him and his troops in the palace, whilst 
the other two possessed themselves of the hippo- 
drome and the temple ; so that, being completely 
enclosed, he was compelled to wait for a rein* 
forcement from Vanis* 

At the same period, Jadea was ovemm . with 
freebooters and seditious persons, who hoped t6- 
enrich themselves by the public calamities. Judas j 
the son of Ezechias, captain of a banditti, whoia 
Herod had put to death, collectecl a band of i-u^ 
fians at Sephoris in Galilee, and ravaged all the- 
dpen country on pretence of revenging his fa- 
ther's untimely fate* Simeon, a person formerly 
intnisted >vith high concerns, and greatly respect- 
ed by the Jews, led a body of men to Jericho ? 
reduced the royal palace to ashes ; and afterwards, 
proceeded to ravage the country; till he was at 
length defeated by the governor of Syria ; and 
Athronges, a shepheixl, of gigantic stature and 
brutal courage, diffused a general terror among' 
the peaceful inhabitants by his acts of rapine and 
cinielty, till he was fortunately subdued by the 
royal party. 

Varus, having received intelligence of Sabi- 
nus's perilous situation, hastened, at the head of 
his two legions, with four troops of horse and 
some foot, which he had drawn from tiie neigh- 
bouring tetrarchs, toPtolemais, where he receiv- 
ed some fresh auxHiaries. He then marched with 
one division of his army towards Samaria, whilst 
his son led the other into that part of Galilee 
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nearest to Ptolemais. The fonner permitted hi* 
troops to plunder and bum several villages in 
their route : and the latter, among other cmel* 
ties, set fire to the noble city of Sephais, reduced 
it to a heap of rubbish, and sold the ill-fated in- 
habitants by auction. The mutineers at Jerusa- 
lem proyidedr in the mean time, for their safety, 
by precipitate flight or abject submission; but 
Varus took such i^ilaiit measures for the detec- 
tion of the fh^ttves, that no le^s than two thou- 
land wei^e doomed to expiate their crimes by ths. 
agonizing and ignominious death of the cross. 

A deputation was «ent, about this time, from 
Judea to oppose the election of Archelans, to ex- 
press an abhori^ence of the Herodian family, and 
to request an abolition df the monarchica! govern- . 
ment. But Augustus resolved to act in such a 
manner as might convince the world of his friend- 
ship to Herod and to his children. He ^ccc^Tdlngr 
ly bestowed one half of th^ kingdom upon Ar- 
chelaus, under the^ tkle of tetrarch, or governor 
of a nation ; with ail assurance that he would in- 
vest him with the titles of royalty as soon as he 
rehderedhimself worthy of such distinction; and 
the remainder was divided between Herod's other 
sons, Philip and Antipas. 

This division of the Jewish kingdom was scarce- 
ly settled, when a new pretender started up, who 
quickly drew a numerous body of followers tf> 
him, by assuming the* name and character of the 
late Alexander, Herod's son by Mariamne. The 
striking resemblance between the impostor and 
that unfortunate prince effectually deceived the 
generality of the people, who spared no pains to 
render 4)18 entry into Rome as splendid as possible* 
When he aftived at that metropolis, with trowdii 
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of Jews who had flocked from all parts to pay . 
iiim homage as a surviving branch of die AsmcK . 
nean race, the emperor sent Celadus, one of his 
freedmen, and formerly a companion of the youngs 
prince's, to bring this newly risen Alexander to 
liis presence., Celadus. was as easily deceived as 
the populace, but Augustus soon, discovered- a 
manifest deficiency in the port and majesty of 
this pretender, from what he had pbserved in tlie 
true Alexander, which) togetlier wilh: a .certain 
callosity in his hands, fully convinced^ him of 
the cheat. An explanation consequently ensued^ . 
which termu^ted in ^ full confes^on of the im- 
posture, when the mock prince was sent to the' 
galleys j an artful adventurer who contrived the 
plot was sentenced to be hanged ; a^d the Jews 
>yere permitted to return to their respective 
homes, sufficiently punished for their credulity 
by so melancholy a disappointment. 
. Archelaus had no sooner returned into Judea> 
than he began to exhibit some tokens of his ai'bi- 
trary and vindictive temper, notwithstanding the 
public odium attached to the house of Herod> 
and the caution given by the emperor. The com- 
mencement of his government, how.ever, proved 
tolerably peaceable, and he seems to have aban- 
doned himself to tyranny and luxury without con- 
sidering the resuU of such pr<&posterou5 conduct ; 
but on the representation of the public sufferings^ 
Augustus sent an agent to bring him immedi- 
ately to Rome, and, having heard both the accus- 
ers and the accused with perfect equanimity, he 
ordered the' ungratefiil ethnarch to be banished 
to the city of Vienne in Dauphine, and caused 
Judea to be taxed as a province of the Romaii 
empire. 
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CyreniuBy governor of Syria, was how . ^ 
dispatched with orders to sell Archelaus's ^ 
palaces, and to seize upon all his treasures ; 
ittid Coponius,. the Roman general of horse, was 
stationed in Judea, to overawe the populace, who 
were thrown into the utmost consternation by the 
new edict. His presence, together with the %opd 
offices of Jsazar, the high-priest, kept the na- 
tion in restraint for some time ; but at length a 
turbulent Pharisee rekindled the flame of insur* 
rection, by pubHcly declaiming against the' taxa* 
tton as idolatrous, slavish, and incompatible with 
the dignity of a people who ought to acknow* 
ledge no sovereignty but that of tj^e God of Abra- 
ham. The war which ensued upon the dedama- 
tion of this incendiary was soon followed by a 
grievous famine, and the famine quickly intro- 
duced a pestilence, which swept away vast num- 
bers in the midst of their contentions and hos* 
tilities. 

The Samaritans had not yet laid aside . ^ 
their enmity against the Jews, but eageriy {2, 
embraced the first opportunity of invohing 
^em in distress. This malicious disposition in- 
duced them to enter the temple privately on the 
eve of the passover, for the puipose of strewing 
the galleries and other places of resort with hu- 
man bones, so that the priests were compelled, 
next day, to put a stop to the solemnity ; and this 
circumstance obliged them, for the future, to 
guard all^the avenues against such insults. The 
ceremony was, however, soon i^sumed ; and it 
was on this festival that the adorable Jesus, who 
had been taken to Egypt at the time of Herod's 
persecution, and afterwards secreted in Nazareth 
to avoid the jealousy or resentment of Archelaus, 
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came, in the twelfth year, of his age^ to the tem^ 
pie, and gave an early proof of his divine know- 
ledge, by conversing with the Jewish doctors upon 
die most important and interesting points of their 
religion. 
A D ^^ ^^ death of Augustus, and the 

15 * accession of Tyberius to the empire^. Va- 
lerius Gratus was sent as procurator into. 
Judea. This governor d^^xroed the high-priest. 
Annas in the fifteenth year of his pontificate,, and 
transferred that dignity to Ishmael the son of 
Fabusi and, after two more changes, it wasbe« 
stowed on Caiphas, son-in-law to the deposed' 
Annas. Gratus himself was recalled sood, after^ 
wards, and succeeded by Pontius Pilate, a man 
who exceeded all his predecessors in cruelty, ava« 
rice,, and injustice. 

' Antipas and Philip being permitted to keep^ 
possession of their toparchies, nc^withstanding. 
their brother's banishment, and having contrived 
to ingratiate themselves with the new emperor^ 
prudently resolved to improve their respective 
territories: with this view, Antipas or Herod^^ 
who had the coontiy of Galilee, rebuilt the citjr 
of Sephoris, and surrounded it with a strong wall 
lOid towers, so that it became the bulwark of that 
canton;/ and founded a new city on the nortjiem 
banks of the lake Gennezareth, which he called 
Tiberias; while his brother Philip raised the 
village of Bethsaida, on the opposite shore, into 
a magnificent city, which he called Julian: 
he also changed the name of Paleas into Cx^ 
sarea. 
. j^ Judea, though frequently disturbed by. 

.^ * tumults and commoticms on account of 
the new tax, had not hitherto, broken out 
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mto such an universal ilame as began to rage 
soon after the arrival of Pilate. His predecessors 
had never attempted to bring the Roman stan- 
dards into Jerusalem, because they were considered 
as the vilest abominations by the Jews, on account 
of their bearing the representations of men and 
other living creatures. But Pilate, disdaining to 
show them the same complaisance, ordered his 
troops, who were to winter in that city, to enter 
by night with their standards covered, and in the 
morning caused them to be displayed. Tliis 
unusual sight threw al! ^e citizens into con*^ 
stemation, and a great number of them hastened 
to Casarea, where Pilate resided, and earnestly 
petitioned that the standards might be removed 
to some other pdaee ; but he positively refused^ 
on pretence, that such a procedure would be ih^ 
jurious to the emperor. The Jews persisted in 
their importunity, lying prostrate before his palace 
for the space of six days ; when he came forth, 
ascended a tribunal, and ordered a body of troops 
to massacre all- who should refuse to depart. The 
mournful supplicants, however, were so far from 
exhibiting any signs of terror at this sanguinary 
command, that they meekly offered tl]eir necks to 
the soldiers, and assured them, the loss of life 
was far greatly to be preferred to the violation of 
their laws. Such passive constancy in so tur* 
bulent a nation, appeared so surprising to the 
governor, that he immediately set them at libertj^ 
and caused the offensive standards to be removed 
from their metropolis. 

As, however, he seems to have delighted in 
the mortification of the Jewish nation, he soou 
contrived a pretext to rouse them more effectual- 
ly, by drawing money from the sacred treasuiy | 
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but while he levied the tax, he provided againsC 
the mutiny which he expected to ensue, by 
causing his troops -to mix among the crowd with 
concesded clubs, and to be ready at the first 
signal to iaH upon the mutineers. The circum* 
stance happened precisely as he foresaw, and the 
insurrection was suppressed, according to his 
command, with the most outrageous cruelty* 

It was now the thirtieth jubilee since 
3g * its first institution in the Landof Promise^ 
when John,* the son of Zacharias, b^^an 
to baptize his disciples in the Jordan, and Clmst 
the Lord of Glory came to preach a more ac- 
ceptable jubilee, not only to the inhabitants of 
Judea, but to the whole world. Having received 
the rite cff baptism from the hands of his piouk 
harbinger, the Holy Ghost visibly descended 
and lighted upon him in the form of a dove, 
whilst a voice was heard from Heaven, sayings 
" This is my beloved son, in whom I am well 
pleased/' The Baptist immediately embraced 
that opportunity of manifesting him to aU th« 
spectators, and of bearing this ample testimony, 
that he was the ^ Lamb of God, who should 
tsike t away^the sin of the world." 

The blessed Jesus having now commenced hit 
public ministry, called some obscure and illiterate 
men to become his disciples, and gaye them sax 

* John's extreme sanctity raised hiiii to the esteem of 
Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee, -who took much plea- 
siire in his excellent counsel and discourse, till being se^ 
verely reproved by an incestuous connexion, he caused 
him to be thrown into prison, and afterwards suffered him 
to be beheaded, at the request of a girl who had danced 
with peculiar gprace on his (the tetrarch's) birth-day. 

t A beautiful allusion to the expiatory sacrifices ap^ 
potntedbythe Jewish ritual. 
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ihcontroverfible proof of his divinity, by changing 
a considerable quantity of water into wine, at & 
marriage festival in Cana of Galilee. Upon his 
entering the temple flt Jerusalem) he found it 
crowded witl^ persons who sold cattle, poultry, 
fioid other things \ised in the Jewish offerings $ 
together with a number of moneyn^haDgers, who 
brought foreign coin instead of victims, and whose 
tables were an equal profanation to that hply 
place: against these, therefore, he exerted his 
•sacred authority ; and having severely reproved 
them for their impiety, compelled them to remove 
ffom their improper stations. 

From this time, the co-equal son of God 
vouchsafed to travel about the country preaching 
the glad tidings of salvation, healing all manner 
of diseases, illustrating the laws of his heavenly 
lather, raising up the dead, casting out devils^ 
giving speech to the dumb, sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, and activity to the lame ; till 
lie, at length, voluntarily submitted to the igno- 
minious death of the cross, and meekly endured 
the heavy chastisement of Divine Justice, for the 
ransom of a rebellious, but beloved world. Nu»- 
. merous and deeply impressive wei'e the singular 
events of that day, in whidh, " he was num- 
bered with the transgressors." The sun retired 
behind the darkest cloud, while its Creator hung 
suspended on the fatal tree ; the earth trembled 
beneath the oppressive load of concentered crimes, 
which could only be expiated by his precious 
blood ; and the beauteous canopy of heaven was 
overspread with blackness, while his dying lips 
implored forgiveness for his murderers. Having 
at length endured the extremity of torture, and 
made a comfilete atonement for the sins of his 



€6« jBWfc 

&]leh creatures, he exclaimed^ with a loud voice) 
« It is finished !" and gave up the ghost, while 
the veil of the temple miraculously divided, the 
Tocks rent,; the graves, opened, and many other 
prodigies occurred to bear witness to the divinity 
of the sufferer, and to announce to distant lands 
the redemption of mankind. 

His disciples, whose feith had proved 

33 unequal to the severe trial of beholding 
their king expire on the cross, were, on the 
third day, transported with joy at the happy news 
of his resurrection. He graciously vouchsafed to 
give them frequent demonstrations of that im- 
portant jact ; and having encouraged them, by his 
pi'esence and counsel, to underlie the arduous 
task of propagating the christian religion among 
idolatrous Gentiles and more hardened Jews, he 
commissioned them to go into all nations for that 
.glorious purpose, and promised he would be 
with them to the end oi t^e world. He then led 
them forth to the mount of Olives, and in their 
full view, ascended up into heaven, leaving his 
blessing upon them, and the comfortable assur- 
ance that he was going to prepare a place for 
them in his kingdom. 

When fifty days fi^m Christ's resurrection 
were expired, and all the disciples were assembled 
in a large upper room at Jerusalem, suddenly 
there was heard a mighty sound from heaven ; 
a vehement wind filled the apartment, and there 
appeared cloven tongues c^ fire sitting upon their ~ 
heads, in consequence of which they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, inspired with the 
knowledge of foreign tongues, and endowed with 
all supernatural gifts, to qualify them for their 
ministerial functions. 
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Tkci report <^ this extraordinary occurrence 
drew together a great concourse of people, who 
liad come from all the surrounding nations to 
keep the solemnity of Pentecost; and were 
astonished beyond measure, at hearing a com- 
pany of illiterate Galileans express with such 
etiergy the most sublime mysteries of the gospel. 
Whilst some were questioning what the issue of 
this prodigy would be, others ascribed their rap- 
tures to an. excess <^ new wine which they sup- 
posed them to have drank that morning. But 
Peter having exploded this supposition, by observ- 
ing, it was but the third hour, or nine of the 
morning) jHipved clearly from the scriptures that 
there was nothing in this event, but what had 
been plainly pre&ted by one o^ the prophets. 
From that subject he proceeded to the other onu 
cles which l^ui presignified the sufferings and re- 
surrection of the true Messiah ; ail of which he 
explained Mrith such irresistible force, that three 
thousand persons were immediately convinced by 
his arguments, and voluntarily embraced the faith 
of Christ* 

At the hour of evening prayer, Peter and John 
went up to the temple and healed a poor cripple 
who sat begging at the gate. This incident drtvr 
a great concourse of people about them, and Peter 
embraced the &vourable o{^rtunity of preach- 
ing his master's divine doctrines, which he did in 
so eloquent a manner, that five thousand more 
were added to tiie number of their converts. 

These important occurrences contributed to 
awaken the fears of the Jewish rulers, who caused 
the aposCles and the cripple to be brought before 
them. Peter, with his accustomed boldness, de- 
jaonstrated to them by the word of God, that Jesus 
Vol. II. 2 C 
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of Nazareth, \(rhom they had recently dbndeYnii^ 
to death, was that chief comer-stone, long smce 
foretold to be rejected by the builders, but now 
become the foundation of the new- covenant, since 
there was no other nanie under heaven by which 
men might be saved but that of Jesus Christ. The 
feanhedrim deeming it imprudent to inflame the 
aii^iring multitude by using severity, contented 
liiemselves for the present with commanding them 
not to teach any more in that name, and thus dis* 
missed them; 

This injunction proving totally ineffectual, and 
the new religion spreading rapidly among tht 
people, the sanhedrim resolved to try the effect 
of punishment, and accordingly ordered the aposk 
ties to be again seized and thrown into prison ; 
but before the next morning, an angel had opened 
the prison gates, and sent them back to resume 
their ministry : So that when the council assem* 
bled to try tiiem, word was brought that they had 
been miraculously liberated, and Were at that 
time preaching the doctrine of Christ's resur- 
rection in the temple. Being ^ain apprehended 
and sharply interrogated respecting their disobe* 
dience, they gave such an answer as showed they 
were not to be terrified into a base submissicmy 
and by this means inflamed the council to such a 
degree, that they were just ready to vent their 
resentment in some cruel determination, when 
Gamaliel, one of their most learned members^ 
moderated their indignation by observing, that if 
the doctrines of those men were fallacious, they 
would surely be coiilbunded ; but if, on the con* 
trary, they acted from an impulse of the Most 
High, it would be equally vain and impious to 
oppose them* In consequence of this well-timed 



remark, the apostles were again ^smissed without 
punishment. 

The deatlx of the protomartyr Stephen, 
which happened soon after, was followed 3^ : 
by a fierce persecution against the chris- 
tian church, yet that persecution was turned into 
the means of propagating the gospel by the dis- 
persion of the true believers* 4 

About the commencement of the next year, 
L* Vitellius, proconsul of Syria, visited Jerusalem,^ 
and expressed much, kindness towards, the Jews, 
by remitting certain duties, transferring the care 
d the pontifical habits fix>m a Roman officer to 
the Jewish high-priest, and raising Jonathan, the 
son of Annas, to the pontificsd chair. 
. Soon after this transaction, an impostor perr 
suadedthe Samaritans, that if they would follow 
him to Mount Garizzim, he would show them 
the sacred vessels which had been formerly 
buried b^ Mose3 in that place. The credulous 
people immediately assembled before the village 
Tirathaba, and formed an encampment for the 
purpose of waiting till they were joined by a 
sufficient &rce, to enable them to secure the pre< 
tended treasure* But Pilate having notice of 
their design, sent a strong party of horse and foot 
soldiers, who attacked them with such resistless 
fury, that many of them were killed, and others 
taken prisoners, while the smallest division saved 
themselves by a precipitate flight. The Sama- 
ritans applied, in this emergency, to Vitellius, 
complaining of the inhuman massacre, and as- 
suring him they had jio seditious view in assem* 
l>ling in arms, but that they mei^y wished to 
•secure themselves from the oppressions of the 
Jewish governor* Vitellias immediately dia- 
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patched his friend Marcellus to assume the go* 
vemment of Judea, and sent orders to PUate to 
repair to Rome, tifat he might answer the accu- 
sations of the injured Samaritans before the im- 
perial tribunal. 

During these transactions in Judea, Herod 
had been waging an unsuccessful war with Are- 
tas ; and Tiberius, highly incensed at the good 
fortune of the latter, had commanded Vitellius 
to invade his country, and either taRe him pri- 
soner or send his head to Rome. ViteUius de- 
signed to have marched through Judea in his 
way to Arabia, but some of the Jewish magis- 
trates prevailed on him to relinquish his inten- 
tion. Having acceded to their request, he and 
Herod came to Jerusalem^ where they offered 
the usual sacrifices, and transferred the pontifi- 
cal dignity from Jonathan to his brother Theo- 
philus* Here they received intelligence of the 
emperor's death, and Vitellius staid to receive 
the oath of fidelity from the people to Caius, 
l^e successor of Tiberius. Aretas was also now 
succeeded by Artabajies, with whom Vitellius 
entered into an alliance near the Euphrates} 
where Herod entertained them in the most sump- 
tuous manner beneath a pavilion which he had 
caused to be reared for that purpose. 

Soon after the decease of Tiberius, Marcellus, 
to whom the care of Judea was committed on 
Pilate's deposition, was made governor, and 
Agrippay grand-son of Herod the Great, who 
had been thrown into prison and loaded with 
chains by order of the emperor, was invested 
with the tetrarchy of his deceased uncle Phi- 
lip, and that of Abylene in Syria, together 
with ^he title of king* Having obtained p^* 



ftiission to visit his Jewish territories, he took 
Egypt in his way, and soon came within sight 
of Alexandria ; but on receiving some insults 
from the envious inhabitants of that city, an^ 
perceiving that Flaccus, their governor, privately*^ 
encouraged the offenders, he resolved to quit the 
place as soon as possible- 
He had no sooner established himself in his^ 
new kingdom than he sent an account to the 
emperor of various cruelties committed by 
Flaccus against the Jewish nation. In conse- 
quence of which that sanguinary governor was 
stripped of his authority and riches, banished 
into an island of the Archipelago, and at length 
condemned to suffer death* 

Herod Antipas, who could not behold Ag^p- 
pa's glory without envy, was easily persuaded 
by his wife, a woman of an ambitious and en- 
terprising spirit, to take a journey to Rome, in 
ordfer to obtsdn the regal dignity from the em- 
peror, but Agrippa, having timely notice of the 
design, sent thither one of his freed-men to ac- 
cuse Herod of having been concerned in a re- 
cent conspiracy, and to mention as a proof of it, 
the arsenals which he had filled with arms suf- 
ficient to furnish seventy thousand men. Herod 
was accordingly deposed from his tetrarchy, and 
banished to Lyons in France, whither he was 
accompanied by Herodias, notwithstanding some 
friendly offers on the part of Caius to give her 
a free pardon, and to procure her the payment of 
several sums she had lent her brother Agrippa. 

Claudius, in consideration of Agrippa*s friend- 
Ty exertions, previous to his accession, indulged 
fliat tnonarch with «ome important privileges, 
entered into a sdemn alliance with him^ and 

2C3 
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made several edicts highly beneficial to the 
Jewish nation. Ag^ppa had the honours of the 
consulship, and his brother Herod those of the 
prstorship conferred upon them ; both were enr' 
titled to enter the senate, and to pay their co/n* 
pliments to the emperor in Greek, a ceremonyf 
which was usually performed in the Latin 
tongue, and all these grants were set up in full 
view in the capitol. 

On Agrippa's return from Rome, he exhibit- 
ed a more jealous attachment to his national re- 
ligion than had been expressed by any of his 
predece^ors. He caused the golden chain 
which Caius had given him at his liberation 
from prison, to be hung up in the temple as a 
monument of the instability of human affairs ; 
transferred the high-priesthood from Theophilus 
to Matthias ; and lavished an immense treasure 
in beautifying a new. quarter on the north side 
of the city, which he called Bozetha» Hi? dis- 
position was naturally amiable, and he appeared 
to delight in acts of clemency and n^unificence p. 
but his intemperate zeal betrayed him into some 
dreadful errors, and induced him to commence, 
a violent persecution against the church of 
Christ. Jamea the less, sumamed Boanerges, 
was beheaded by his command, and Peter was. 
thrown into prison, in order to share a similar 
fate, but on the very night before his intended 
martyrdom, whilst he was sleeping in his dun- 
geon, and guarded by four quaternions of sol* 
diers, an angel freed him from his fetters, open- 
ed the doors of the prison, and, awakening him 
hastily, led him safely through the streets of the 
city, till he found an asylum with some other 
disciples, who were at that juncture offerij^g u]^ 
their prayers to heaven for his deliverance* 



' Soon after this event, Agript>a returned to 
Cs^rea, where he designed to exhibit some pub- 
lic games in honour of the emperor Claudius* 
He appeared early on the second morning of 
the festival at the public theatre, in a rich suit 
artfuUjr iwrougbt, so that the sun-beams, playing, 
on the silver ground of it, were reflected with 
such uncommon lustre, as filled the wondering 
spectators with a kind of adoration* He then 
addressed himself in' an elegant speech to the 
'deputies of Tyre and Sidon, who had come to 
implore his pardon for some recent offences^ 
upon which they exclaimed, with a great shouti 
that it was the voice of a god, and not of a man*: 
Agrippa, instead of reproving, encouraged the 
impious adulation, and the angel of God im- 
mediately smote him with a dreadful disease^ 
under which he luigered five days, and then ex* 
pired in the most acute agonies, in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age, and the seventh of his 
reign. 

Claudius intended to bestow the kingdom on 
Agrippa*s son, according to a former promise^ 
but as that prince was deemed inadequate to the 
care of such a nation, on account of his youths 
Judea was again conveited into a province of the 
empire, and Caspius Fadus was nominated to 
the government* About this time a famine^ 
predicted by a Christian prophet, began to rage> 
when the new churches planted at Antioch and 
other places, sent a liberal supply to the believers 
at Jerusalem* 

Fadus, upon his arrival in Judea, found it ne- 
cessary to quell an insurrection which the Jews, 
had raised agsunst the inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia} and also to suppress the banditti, who by 
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tiiat time were greatly: augmented both in 
strength and number. Cassius Longinus> being 
in the mean time made governor of Jerusalem, 
insisted upon having the pontifical vestments 
put into his possession, that they might be kept, 
as formerly, in the fortress of Antonia, but in 
consequence of a deputation to Rome, this de- 
mand was set aside* Herod, kmg of Chalcist 
obt£uned at the same time, the superintendency 
of the temple and sacred treasury, together with 
the authority of elecUng whom he would to the 
high-priesthood. 

During Fadus's government, there arose ait 
impostor in Judea, called Theudas, who formed 
a powerful party, by pretending that he would 
divide the waters of the river Jordan, 2^ Joshua 
had done, by his single word. The deluded 
multitude were however soon dispersed by some- 
of the Roman troops, and Theudas himself was^ 
condemned to lose his head. 

Fadus was soon after succeeded in the go* 
viemment by an apostate Jew of sacerdotal race, 
called Tiberius Alexander. He caused James 
and Simon, the sons of Judas' Galilaeus, head of 
the Gaulonitish sect, to be crucified. About the 
same time Herod, king of Chalcis, died, and 
was succeeded by young Agrippa, whom Clau- 
dius raised to the throne in preference to his tU 
der brother Aristobulus.. 

Ventidius Cumanus was next sent governor 
of Judea, but his tyrannical conduct occasioned^ 
such disorder, that he incurred the displeasure' 
of the emperor, and was compelled to resign his 
authority to Claudius Felix, under whom the 
Jewish affairs became worse than ever. The 
CQUDtiy was entirely overrun with banditti^ and 
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false prophets were continually blowing the fiaihes 
of sedition, while the sicarii or assassins committed 
the most atrocious deeds, under the specious mask 
of zeal for their religion and liberties* Frequent 
executions were, consequently, necessary, but 
Felix exerted his cruelty on all persons indiscri- 
minately, whom his avarice or reseptment had 
marked out for destruction, whether innocent or 
guilty. This inhumanity occasioned the vene-* 
rable priest Jonathan, who had been instrumental 
in procuring Felix the government, to expostu- 
late with him upon the harshness and impolicy of 
his conduct ; but the ungrateful Roman persisted 
in his tyranny, and ordered his friendly censor to 
be privately murdered. 

He was succeeded by Fortius Festus, who, on 
his arrival, found the affairs of the province in a 
most lamentable situation, and perceived, to hit 
astonishment, that even the priests had com- 
menced a civil war among themselves, in conse- 
quence of the frequent depositions of the pontiffS) 
and their pretensions to a more considerable share 
of the tythes than their brethren could afford. 
Festus was therefore necessitated to begin his 
government with the utmost severity, in order to 
suppress the disorders which now filled the city, 
the country, and sometimes the temple with blood* 
^ Towards the close of this year Festtis 
Q2^ ' died, and was succeeded by Albinus, whoy 
on his arrival, expressed his resentment 
against Ananus the high-priest, for the unlawful 
execution of St. James, bishop of Jerusalem, in 
such severe terms, that Agrippa thought fit tQ 
depose the offender. He th^n punished with un- 
relenting severity the sicarii, robbers, and ban- 
dittiy who were now grown more numerous than 
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ever, while the scandalous outrages of the rival 
priests called aloud for reformation. ^ 
. -^ AlbinuS) after a two years govemmenti 
^ ' was recalled by Nero ; and Gessius Florus 
was nominat^ to succeed him. This 
abandoned wretch, whose chief delight consisted 
in rapine, murder, and oppression, openly con- 
nived at the nefarious practices of the banditti, 
and used his utmost exertions to provoke the 
nation to open rebellion, that he might enjoys 
tlie diab(^cal satisfaction of seeing them mas* 
tecre each other, whilst the general confusion 
would prevent those complaints which mig^t 
otherwise be made against his unparalleled ty- 
ranny* 

In consequence of these base proceedings, and 
the distracted state of the country, great numbeiis- 
of Jews resolved to seek an asylum with foreign- 
nations, whilst those who staid behind s^plied to 
CestiuB.GalluSy .governor of Syria, who was then 
^t the passover, beseeching him to have compas- 
sion on their extreme misery, and deliver them 
firom the oppressive violence of their tyrannical 
governor. Florus, who was present, insolently 
turned the complaint into ridicule ; and Cestius 
contented himself with tdUing them, that Florus 
should behave better in future* In the mean 
time, directions were given for computing the 
number of Jews that were in Jerusalem, by that 
of tlie lambs sacrificed at the festival, and the 
whole was found to amount to two millions, five 
hundred and fifty-six thousand. . 
j^ - Soon after this computation had been 
• gQ ' transmitted to Nero, the contest between 
the Jews and Syrians, respecting the city 
of Cacsarea^ was decided in favour of the latter* 



'The decree was no sooner published in Judea^ 
than the Jews of all descriptions resolved to take 
up arms ; and thus began the fatal war which 
terminated in the destruction of their nation. 
Agrippa, who was in the metropolis at the be- 
ginning of this rebellion, strove to appease the 
people by a long and elaborate speech , but in* 
stead of effecting his design, he was saluted with 
a volley of stones, and compelled to qtiit the city, 
while Florus refused to make the least exertion for 
the restoration of peace, and secretly triumphed 
in the horrid accomplishment of his desire* The 
flames of intestine war now began to rage with 
irresistible fiiry in every part of the unhappy 
province* Nothing was to be seen but carnage, 
robbery, and dilapidation ; nothing to be heard 
but execrations, groans, or unavailing complaints* 
Twenty thousand Jews were massacred in Csesa- 
rea ; two thousand at FtOlemais ; and fifty thoii* 
Band in Alexandria* At Jerusalem thi^ee thou- 
sand five hundred persons were slaughtered in 
one day by the troops of Florus, and those who 
were taken prisoners were inhumanly scourged 
and then cnicified ; while the Jews, on their part, 
spared neither Syrians nor Romans, but retail^ 
ated their cruelties wherever they prevailed* 

Berenice, who had remained at Jerusalem 
some time after her brother Agrippa's depar- 
ture, spared neither entreaties, messages nor vi» 
sits, to prevail ^n the brutal praetor to put a stc^ 
to the genei^ effusion of blood, but the inhu- 
man tyrant remained obdurate, and she was re- 
peatedly exposed to the utmost peril in the pro- 
secution of her laudable attempts. 

A great number of assassins having, in the 
mean time, joined the rebels^ they comiielled the 
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Roman troops to evacuate the. fortresses of Meg» 
sada and Antonia ; possessed themselves of the 
towers of Phasael and Mariamne ; reduced the 
palaces of Agrippa, Berenice, and the high-piiest 
to ashes ; and murdered all who presumed to 
oppose them, without pity or distinction* Me- 
nahem, chief of the sicarii or zealots, was mur* 
dered by the insurgents, with a great number of 
his followers ; but his nephew Eleazar immedi- 
ately succeeded him, and besieged the Romans 
so closely in their castle, that they were obliged 
to surrender and were all massacred, notwith- 
standing the besiegers had ^ven a a^olemn pro- 
mise they should retire without mc^estation; a 
treachery which was soon after retaliated on the 
Jews of Scythopoli»i 

The rebels had by this time extended their 
coni^uests beyond the Jordan, and reduced the 
fortresses of Cyprus and Machaeron; so that 
Cestius Gallus, who had hitherto been an idle 
spectator of the increasing ruin, began to take 
some vigorous measures for the suppression <^ 
the revolt. He accordingly marched, at the 
head of a powerful army, into Judea, massacred 
all the Jews he could find, and burnt all the 
towns and villages in his route till he approached 
Gibeon, where he formed an encampment. The 
people at Jerusalem, who were then celebrating 
the feast of tabernacles, armed themselves at the 
news of his approach, and came out against him 
with such unbiidled fury, that he would in all 
likelihood have been defeated, had not he received 
a timely succour from his cavalry. Agrippa 
now hastened to join the Roman with a body of 
troops, and endeavoured once more to s^pease 
the rebellious Jews, by sending two of his ofIi« 
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pen to them ^th some i»t>posals for peace ; but 
instead of heai^ening to his terras^ they killed 
one of the messengers and 'attacked the other 
so fiercely, that it was with extreme dtflSculty he 
escaped with his life. To revenge this outrage, 
Cestius advanced suddenly towards them, and 
drove them before him almost to Jerusalem. 
Having staid three days at Scopas, in the hope 
of terrifying them by the contiguity of his army 
to their metropolis, he marched against them in 
order of battle, and threw them into such con« 
stemation^ that they hastily abandoned the outer 
parts of the city, and sought an asyhim in the 
inner cincture near the temple. 

Had Cestius persisted in his design of besieg- 
ing them, with unremitting , vigour and resolu« 
tiou, he might, in all probability, have finally 
crushed the rebellion ; but the siege was suddenly 
raised at the -instigation of Cestius's generals^ 
who had been corrupted by Florus ; and the in- 
surgents being re-animated by this impolitic ac- 
tion, boldly sallied out, and in their turn pur- 
sued him to his camp at Gibeon, from whence 
he contrived to escape by night, after losing four 
thousand foot and four hundred horse, with a 
considerable part of the baggage. 

The Jews having thus vanquished the Syrian 
governor, deliberated on the most prudent mean» 
of carrying on the war against the Romans, and 
appointing ceitain chiefs to command in the se- 
veral cantons and fortresses of Judea. After 
some debates it was agreed that Josephus, a 
Jewish priest of considerable rank, should be 
appointed governor of the two Galilees : that 
the care of the metropolis should be left to Ana-' 
nus the high-priest, and Joseph the son of Go-*^^ 
Vol. IL 2D 
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rion ; and that Eleazar, the chief of the zealots^ 
should be intrusted with the goyenunent of 
Idumea. 

Nero, who in the mean time had received 
iptelligence of these preparations, together with 
t^e signal defeat of Cestius, commanded Ves* 
pasian to march with all possible expedition 
against Ju^ea. He repaired, accordinglf, to 
•Syria, and assembled all his forces, with those of 
his (auxiliaries, whilst his son Titus was sent to 
fetch the £fth afid tenth legions from Alexan*. 
dria« 

Early in the following spring the Roman ge» 
neral advanced, with Agrippa, towards Ptole-. 
mais, and was there joined by Titus with a body 
of troops, who had boldly marched to his as-' 
sistance amidst the trying severities of winter* 
Their combined forces now amounted to sixty 
thousand disciplined men, with which they en- 
tered Galilee, burnt Gadara, scfxd advanced to 
besiege Jotapa* Upon the first news of their 
approach, Josephus, governor of that^ province) 
supplied the place with stores, and defended it in 
the most heroic manner for the space of forty 
days, but at the expiration of that time it was 
taken by assault ; the garrison were put to the 
sword, and not a single inhabitant escaped to 
relate the dreadful misfortune, as they were all 
massacred or taken prisoners* Forty thousand 
persons are said to have perished at this timei 
and Josephus was among the number of tho&e 
who exchanged the horrors of war for captivity.- 
He had concealed himself in a^ subterraneous 
cavern, but was , at length discovered, and pre- 
vailed upon t^ Vespasian's generous offers to. 
surreoder* 
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Whilst Vespasian was engaged at Jotapa^ 
Trajan had been sent to invest Japha, which he 
reduced) but gave young Titus the honour of it) 
by complimenting him with the direction of ih^ 
last assault. Upon their entering the places 
the Jbphians resisted with the most surprising 
Obstinacy, and maintained a sanguinary engage* 
ment during six hours, in their streets ; they 
were, however, at lengdi overpowered and put 
to the sword, and all the women and children 
were carried away prisoners. The Samaritans^ 
who had assembled on Mount Garizzim, wens 
driven to such extremities for wnnt of watery' 
that many of them perished with thirst, and 
those who refused to surrender were literally 
cut in pieces. Joppa, which had been formeriy 
laid waste by Cestius, but now ne^peopled with 
seditious Jews, was tak(^ by the Roman forces^ 
while four thousand of the new inhabitants^ en« 
deavouring to elude the sword by betaking 
themselves to their ships, were driven back by 
a. sudden tempest, and either drowned or thrown 
into the power of the enemy. Tiberias and Ta- 
richea were also reduced after a vigorous de-' 
fence, and all the rebels who occu{Med the latter 
were condemned to die. 

On the reduction of these important places the 
Galileans, perceiving the impossibility of subdu-^' 
ingso powerful an enemy, prudently delivered 
up all their remsuning cities, except Gamala, Gis-' 
chala, and the mountain of Itabyr. The former 
of ! these was invested by Agrippa, who exerted 
hi» eloquence to induce the inhabitants to sur-i 
render belbre they Were driven to extrejnity, but 
* the only answer he received was a volley of stdnes- 
from the engines, by which he was wounded in 
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the arm. The Romans, who had now come to 
his assistance, were violently exasperated at this 
outrage, and made so desperate an assault that 
they, actually got possession of the town, but were 
compelled to abandon it with consideralde loss. 
The assault was then renewed vrith still greater 
iiiry, and the besieged fought with the utmost 
desperation, insomuch, that the Roman courage 
was put to a severe trial ; but at length, one of 
the towers being overthrown, the incensed army- 
rushed in at the breach, and made a horrid 
slaughter of their obstinate opponents. Four 
thousand .miserable wretches were shun by the 
avenging sword, and a much greater nuntber 
fell victims to their own impatience and ungo* 
vemable fury. During this siege Pkcidus con- 
trived to draw the Jews of Itabyr down into the 
plain by a pretended flight, and then, suddenly 
feeing aboutf defeated them with a great slaugh- 
ter, and took possession of the mountain. 

Titus was now sent to form the siege of Gis- 
chala, but as he was much grieved at the prodi- 
gious effusion of blood which attended the. suc- 
cessive conquests, he earnestly exhorted the in* 
liabitants to secure themselves from ^destruction 
by a timely surrender. The citizens were wil- 
ling to follow his advice, but a seditious Jew, 
tiamed John, forcibly opposed it, and, having 
the mob at his command, overawed the whole 
tity. This perfidious wretch entreated Titus to 
^ant one day's truce, promising that he would) 
upon tbi^t condition, embrace his proposal on 
the morrow ; but he had no sooner obUtined his 
request than he fied with all possible celerity to 
Jerusalem, and left the citizens to <tispoee of 
jtheir liberty as they thought proper. These im* 



inediately surrendered to the 3roung genera], and 
told him of John's flight, earnestly entreating 
that he would not punish the innocent with the 
guiUy. Titus generously granted their petitioii, 
and contented himself with sending a body of 
cavalry in pursuit of the fugitives. The suN 
render of this place having completed the con- 
quest of Galilee, Titus rejoined his faither at 
Cacsarea, where the troops were permitted to 
enjoy some necessary refreshments and repose^ 
previous to their commencing the siege of the 
Jewish metropolis. 

While those members of the Jewish na^ 
"^^P' tion who clearly foresaw the impending 
destruction which threatened their coun- 
tiy, their religion, and even tlieir existence, were 
prudently solicitous to elude the danger by a 
timely submission to the Romans, the opposite 
party, which was by far the more numerous, and 
consisted of men of the vilest character that ever 
xlisg^ced human nature, opposed all pacific 
measures with invincible obstinacy, and breathed 
out nothing but slaughter, rapine, and devasta- 
jtion. These abandoned wretches, who, undet^ 
pretence of religion, acted rather like demoniacs 
than beings who had any sense of humanity, 
began to exercise their wanton cruelty in plun- 
dering and assassinating all who presumed tx> 
oppose them in the vicinage of Jerusalem ; and 
then proceeded into the capital with Zechariah 
and Eleazar at their head. Here they met with 
a strenuous opposition, as Ananus, the late high«> 
priest, exhorted the citizens to arm in their owH 
defence, and boldly repulse those &ctious vitlainft 
. who iiad seized upcm the temple, and made it 
their garrison^^ from which they occasionally sal« 
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lied put to commit the most shocking outnget. 
The people adopted this advice, and made so 
vig;orou8 an attack upon the Zealots, that they 
were compelled to retreat into the inner cincture 
of the temple, and were there closdj besieged by 
Ananus« John of Gischala, under pretence of 
espousing the pontiff's cause, was intrusted with 
some proposals of peace for the besieged ; but, 
Instead of executing his commission with fide- 
lity, he persuaded them to hold out with un- 
shaken firmness, and concerted a plan by which 
they might procure the assistance of the Idu- 
nieans. ^ 

On the same night there happened so dreadful 
a storm, accompanied with thunder, lightning, and 
a violent earthquake, that the Zealots sawed the 
bolts and hinges of the temple-g^tes without be- 
ing heard, sallied into the city, and admitted the 
Idumean auxiliaries, who had come upcm their in- 
.vitaticm, to the number of twenty thousand—- 
These parties, thus strengthened and united, im- 
mediately began to perpetrate the most horrid 
cruelties on the opposite side* Twelve thousand 
individuals of noble extraction, and in the flower 
of their age, were murdered by the most cruel 
methods, and the tyranny of their assstssins in- 
creased to such a height, that the whole nation 
trembled at their name. 

When they had satiated their unrestrained 
cruelty with the blood of so many persons of 
distinction, they turned their sanguinary hands 
agidnst the lower class, and litendly filled Jeru- 
salem with anguish and distress. To have once 
seemed; to oppose them was a crime that must 
be expiated by the death of the offender ; to be 
inactive was to be pronounced a t^y, and not to 
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applaud their most ne&rious practices was imme* 
diatdy construed into disafiection: none dared 
be seen to weep or heard to lament the murder 
of their nearest rehtioas) nor even to give, them 
the last melancholy service oi interment. This 
despotism compelled many of the Jews to take 
shelter under the Romans, though the avenues 
of' the city were so strictly guarded that the at- 
tempt was extremely hazardous, and all who 
were detected in it were immediately put to 
death. 

Vespasian, in the mean dme, remained' at Cae- 
futrea, an idle spectator of the melancholy state 
of the revolted province, aware that the Jewish 
strength declin^ daily in consequence of their 
intestine broils and massacres, whilst his own men 
enjoyed an interval of repose which would en2d>le 
them to force the enemy to submission* The 
event justified his unusual indolence, and fully ac- 
complished the awful pi^ictions which had been 
frequently pronounced against the rebellious na- 
tion. 

The Zealots, after triumphing over the lives 
and property of their opponents, began to turn 
their murderous weapons against each other. 
John of Gischala, impatient of control, and am- 
bitious of absolute authority, drew the most pro- 
fligate of the Zealots to espouse his cause ; while 
the other chiefs forced an opposite faction, and 
opposed him with the most rancorous malignity* 
Whilst this anarchy prevailed in the wretched 
city, a new body of sicarii appeared in the coun- 
try, under the conduct of a bold afnbidous young 
man, called Simon, who, in order to aug^ment his 
followers, caused a proclamation to be made, 
promising liberty to ail slaves, and suitable en- 
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ct>ttrft^etyi^ht« to all freemen who i^hould voluntii* 
rily enlist under his banners. By this expedient 
his party was sooa increased 16 a powei'ful arfnjri 
And himself respected ias a monarch ; many Jews 
of distinction> beskiies those of the lower classi 
putting tbemsdves beneath his protection^ to elude 
the bfo^^arity of the opposite party. 

About this time Nero terminated his 
^lP' tyrannical reign with an act of suicide $ 
' . and Vespasian was busily employed iii 
making preparations for the siege of Jerusalem ; 
whilst Simon invaded Idumea with an army of 
twenty thousand men, and perpetrated such actd 
of cruely and devastation, that the miseraMe 
wretches who escaped with their lives, abandon- 
ed the country to his mercy, and went to take 
shelter in the metropolis. 

John, who had hitherto tyrannized with ex- 
traordinary success at ^e head of his banditti, 
was now opposed by the Idumeans, and driven 
into the temple, whilst Simon had advanced in 
pursuit of the Idumean fugitives to the very 
walls of the city. In this emergency the people 
formed the rash design of admitting Simon and 
his troops to overawe the besieged chief, who 
was expected to sally out in the night, and effect 
some horrid purpose. Simon was accordingly 
received with great honours and acclamations, 
but as his chief care was to render his power ab- 
solute, he. looked indifferently on those who in- 
vitedy and those against whom he was desired to 
turn in arms. He had already discarded every 
virtue from his bosom ; and therefore ingratitude 
and breach of faith were crimes of. too light a 
nature to restrain his ungovernable avarice and 
OtKlty. 
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The Romans had not remained inactive dur- 
ing^ these convulsions in the city ; but being in- 
vited by the inhabitants of Gadara^ one of the 
strongest places on that side the river, had sent 
Placidus to take possession' of it. He accord- 
ingly fought his way thither through several 
strong bodies of the rebels, and exerted himself 
.so effectually, that, in a short space of time, all 
that part of Judea which lies on the east side 
the Jordan was completely reduced, except the 
castle of Machseron. Vespasian, in the begin* 
ning of the spring, marched against Idumea, 
and reduced all the towns and villages, to ashes, 
except such as he supppsed might prove service- 
able to the troops whom he left to overawe the 
countryt 

Some months having elapsed since Ve^iasian 
received intelligence of Nero's death, and the 
election of Galba to the imperial dignity, that 
general sent Titus to compliment the new em- 
peror, and to receive his commands concerning 
the reduction of Judea. Titus immediately prev 
pared to execute his comnnsi^nf and Agrippa 
resolved on accompanying him, but they had 
proceeded no farther than Achaia, when they 
heard the news of Galba's assassination, and the 
accession of Otho. Titus im^nediately hastened 
back to his father, who was soon after chosen 
emperor, according to the prediction of Jose- 
phus, whom he now set at liberty, and recom- 
pensed with many signal favours* 

The Jewish dissensions stiU increased^ and in- 
volved the threatened city in new and accumu- 
lated calamities. Eleazar, a person of the sa- 
cerdotal order, and of great courage, contrived 
%o form a new party, by persuading the adhe- 
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rents of John of Gischala that their chief was 
become insupportabljr tyrannical. With this 
new factic^ he seized on the court of the priests^ 
and confined John in that of the Israelites. The 
avenues were so carefully guarded^ that no per- 
sons were admitted to that part of the temple 
but those who came to offer sacrifice ; and it 
was by these offerings that he maintained him^ 
self and his partisans. John finding himself so 
completely hemmed in by Eleazar above, and 
Simon, who had possession of the city, below^ 
defended himself against the former with his 
engines, out of which he ^continued throwing 
stones into his court ; and when he sallied out 
against the latter, he set fire to every building 
he could reach, and by that means destroyed 
g^reat quantities of provisions, which might 
otherwise have enabled the inhabitants to hold 
out against thie besiegers for several years. 

Such was the deplorable condition of Jerusa^ 
lem, when Titus, being left by his fether to ter- 
tninate the war, and having received some power- 
ful reinforcements from his fiiends, marched 
against that city. Previous to his forming a re- 
gular* siege, he went in pei'son with a body of si:« 
hundred horse to reconnoitre its strength and 
avenues ; and seemed to flatter himself that the 
Jews would readily open their gates to him; 
but they made so vigorous and unexpected a 
sally against him, that he found himself sur- 
rounded in a narrow defile, anVi escaped with 
extreme difficulty from the vengeance of his as- 
sailants. This accident induced him to draw 
his army nearer, in order to commence the siege 
in form. 

Eleaear's party was now extirpated by the iiJi* 
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ploQs aitificeof Jo)in of Gischali^ but the other 
tWQ persevered in their usual cruelties against 
0^ other with suchdesperatiaQ> that it appeared- 
as if they had taken an oath tp fecilitat^ the re« 
duction of their city by the Roman an^s. Titu% 
in the .mean time had caused his troops to level 
sdl.the ground in their approach to the wallSf 
and to make every preparation for a powerful; 
attack* Some proposals of peace were sent to 
the besieged) but Uiey were rejected with indig^r 
nation ; apd the Romans were, consequently, or-^ 
dered to play their engines against the city with' 
all their might* The Jews were soon compelled 
to retire from tliqse dreadful stones which the 
enemy threw incessantly from their towers ; and 
the battering-rams were at . full liberty to play 
against the wall. A breach was soon made v and 
the entrance of the Romans compelled the rebels 
to retire behind the enclosure* This lodgment 
was effected about a fortnight after the beginning 
of the siege. 

Titus immediately advanced to the second 
wall, and plied his engines and battering-ramii 
so furiously, that one of the towers began to 
shake, and the Jews who occupied it, perceiving 
their impending ruin, set it on fire, and precipi- 
tated themselves into the flames* The fall of 
this structui'e afforded an entrance to the second 
enclosure ; but as Titus was anxious to preserve 
the city from demolition, the breach and lanes 
were left so narrow, that a great number of his 
men perished for want of room, when they were 
attacked by Simon* This oversight was, how- 
ever, quickly rectified, and the place was carried 
four d^ys afler the first repulse* 

A' raging famine, which had for some timei 
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afflicted the citf, was now followed bf a pesti- 
lence ; and as these calamities increased, so did 
the cruelty of the Actions, who forced the. 
houses in quest of provisions, punishing those 
with death who had any, because they had not 
apprised them of it ; and putting others to the 
most exquisite tortures under the pretence that' 
they had victuals concealed* 

Titus having again attempted in vain to pre^ 
vail on them to surrender, by distributing pro- 
visions to his army in their sight ; and by send* 
ing Josephus to represent the fatal consequences ' 
of their obstinacy, caused the city to be sur- 
rounded with a strong wall to prevent their re- 
ceiviiig wiy kind of succour, or their eluding his 
vengeance by flight. Nothing was now to be 
seen in the streets of Jerusalem but putrescent 
bodies, emanated invalids, and objects of the 
deepest distress ; and even those who escaped safe 
to the Roman camp, were murdered by the sol- 
diers, upon a supposition that they had swal- 
lowed great quantities of gold ; insomuch that 
two thousand of them were ripped up in one 
night. 

The inhumanity of the faction within, made 
the agonies and dying groans of their brethren 
the subject of their diabolical mirth, said exer- 
cised upon the lifeless bodies every species of 
wanton barbarity ; whilst the wretched inhabit- 
ants were encouraged to persist in their obsti- 
nacy by a number of impostors, who took upon 
themselves the names of prophets, and promised 
a miraculous deliverance from the present cala- 
mities. At this melancholy juncture, an. unhappy 
mother was reduced to the horrid exti%mity of 
killing and eating her own child* • 
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Tbe-Rotnan general, hearing of this inhuman 
^eed, immediately swore to extirpate both city 
and people, at the same-time taking heaven to 
witness that he was innocent of the incompar- 
able sufferings which that obstinate and infatu- 
ated nation had brought upon themselves. 

About the end of July, the Romans made 
themselves masters of fort Antonio, and set fire 
to the gates, after a sanguinary encounter : yet 
so blind were the Jews to their real danger, that 
though nothing was left but the Temple, and 
the Romans were preparing implements to bat- 
ter down that edifice as the last obstacle to their 
victory, they could not persuade themselves 
that God would permit his holy habitation to 
be taken by the heathen ; but still expected some 
wonderful deliverance. 

On the seventeenth day of the month the daily 
sacrifice ceased for the first time since its resto- 
ration by Judas Maccabeus, there being no pro- 
per person left in the temple to make the o£re> 
ing* The gallery that afforded a communica- 
tion between the temple and fort Antonio was 
now burnt down, and oh the twenty-seventh of 
the month the Jews, having filled the western 
portico with combustibles, induced the Romans, 
"by a feigned flight, to scale the battlements and 
set fire to the building ; so that the troops were 
either consumed in the fiiames, or dashed to 
pieces by leaping from the roof* 

Next day Titus obtained admission into the 
outer court of the temple, and drove the besieg-. 
ed into that of the priests. Having attempted 
to batter down one of the galleries of the precinct 
without success, he caused the gates to be set on 
fire ; they continued to bum all night, while the 
Vol. II. 12 E 



silver with which they were plated dropped 
down as it melted, and the flames communicated 
tepidly to the porticos and galleries in sight of 
the besieged, who, instead of attempting to stop 
it, contented themselves with uttering impotent 
curses against the sacrilegious Romans. Titus, 
heing extremely desirous of preserving that no- 
ble edifice from destruction, caused the fire to be 
extinguished 5 but whilst he was reposing in his 
pavilion, one of the soldiers took up a lighted 
fire-brand, and mounting on his comrade's 
shoulders, threw it into one of the apartments 
adjoining to the sanctuary; the whole north 
side was immediately in a flame up to the third 
*tory, and Titus, awakened by the noise, ran to 
have it extinguished, biit his endeavours were in 
vain, and the soldiers were so firmly bent upon 
destroying all that was left, that his orders, 
threats, and entreaties, were equally disregarded. 
When he found himself unable to effect his de- 
sign, he entered the sanctuary, and the most 
holy place, where he found the golden candle- 
stick, the table of shew bread, the golden altar 
of perfumes, and the book of the law wrapped 
up in a rich gold tissue. Upon his quitting that 
sacred place, some other soldiers set it on fire, 
after' carrying off the costly robes and utensils, 
and tearing the gold plating from the gates and 
timber- work. 

A dreadful slaughter now ensued, in which 
many thousands perished, some by the sword, 
some by the flame, and others by falling from 
the battlements. The conquerors carried their 
fui*y to such a height as to massacre all whom 
they met, vrithout distinction of age, sex, or 
quality, and to bum all the treasure-houses, 
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thoiigb they, were full of the richest furniture^ 
vestments, plate, and other valuables. In shorts 
they persisted in their dreadful ^or)c till the 
whole of the holy building was utterly demolish- 
ed, except two of the gates of that part of the 
court which was destin^ for the women* 
^ ^ Great . preparations were made, in the 
^3 'mean time, for attacking the upper city^ 
9nd the. royal palace; suid 6n the eighth 
of September, the engines i^ayed so furiously on 
the )(^uitQius zealots, tha* they were overr 
whelmted with confusion, and r^n like lunatics 
towardft. S^iloah, in;tending to attack the waU of 
circumvallation, and by that means ei^ect their 
escape ; . but being repulsed by the enemy, they 
were compeUed.to hide themselves in the public 
sinks md common sewers^ while all the other in-* 
habitants were put to the sword, , except some of 
the most vigorous,, who were reserved for the 
victor's triumph* . The number of slain and pri- 
■sonersjn the course of thiB&tal war with Rome» 
amounts to one million, four hundred and sixty^- 
two thousand,. of whom ninety-rseven thousand 
were doomed to be exposed in public, to fight 
like gladiators, or to be. devoured by wild beasts^ 
and eleven thousand perished for want, either 
through the neglect of their keepers, or their own 
sullen despair ; and what tends to aggravate the 
calamity is, that the greatest part of them were 
strangers invited from foreign countries, even 
from beyond the Euphrates, to assist their bre- 
thren at Judea, in defence of their laws andre^ 
ligious liberties* - 

Whilst the soldiers were employed in burning 
the poor remains of the rity, and massacreing 
such unhappy creatures as fell into their hands, 
John and Simon, the two grand rebels, were dis- 
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covered and brought to Titus, who ordered them 
to be reserved for his triumph* 

When the sword had returned to its scabbard 
for want of other objects whereon to exercise its 
fury, and the troops were satisfied with plunder, 
Titus gave orders for the total demolition of th^ 
remaining part of the city, with its fortifications, 
palaces, towers, and sumptuous edifices, except- 
ing a part of the western wall, and the three 
towers of Hipprus, Phasael,and Mariamne, which 
might prove to future agesthe astonishing strength 
of the city, and the valour of its conqueror. 

The castles of Herodion, Massada, and Ma- 
chaeron, were left untaken by Titus, but two of 
them, viz* Herodion and Machaeron, were, soon 
afterwards, reduced by Lucilius Bassus ; and that 
of Massada was attacked with such resolution by 
Flavins Silva, that Eleazar, the commander of 
the Sicarii, persuaded the inhabitants, in a kind 
of despair, to kill all their wives and children ; 
next to choose ten men by lot, who should slaugh« 
ter all the rest ; and lastly, pitch upon one out of 
the ten to kill them and himself. This horrid 
tragedy was accordingly acted ; and the Romans^ 
preparing the next morning to scale the walls, re* 
ceived information of the particulars from two 
females, who had eluded the massacre, by con- 
cealing themselves in an aqueduct. 

The war being now completely terminated, 
Vespasian ordered all the Jewish lands to be sold 
for his own use ; commanded all the Jews within 
his empire to pay the tribute of half a shekel into 
the imperial treasur)', which they had formerly 
paid for the use of the sanctuary ; and caused 
all the branches of the house of Judah to be cut 
otF, to obviate their vain hopes oi^Juture Mesaiah« 
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THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE. 

THE most ancient of the four great empires 
was that of Assyria, the name of which coun- 
try was derived from Ashurj the first settler of it 
after the flood*^ Assyria proper was bounded on 
the north by Armenia ; on the west by the Tigris ; 
on the south by Susiana; and on the east by Me- 
dia* The internal division of it has been accu- 
rately described by' Ptolemy, but we shall only 
mention its principal province Adiaben, because 
this was so considerable as sometimes to give its^ 
name to the whole country. Here also stood 
the famous city of Nineveh, the capital of the- 
Assyrian empire* 

The kingdom of Assyria, as founded by Ashur, 
was widely different from the magnificent mo- 
narchy which many ages afterwanls bdre that 
name ; but of its early history we have very im- 
perfect accounts*- The Assyrian chronology i» 
exceedingly perplexed^and the only certsun light 
we have respecting the Assyrian history, is in the 
sacred writings*- 

What Ctesias has related in his Assyrian histo- 
ry, though adopted as-genuine by many learned: 
writers, is so contradictory to the scripture, and 
so highly romantic, as to deserve no credit. He 
represents Ninus, the founder of this empire, as 
a prince of the most extraordinary endowments 
and prowess ;- but the account which he. gives of 
Semiramis, the wife of that monarch, .is totally 
incredible* Kinus, after conquering almost all 
Asia, between Tantus ^d the Nile, built the dty 
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of NiHeveh on the river Tigris, the circumference 
of which was sixty miles* 

But Semiramis, his widow, being determined to 
eclipse the glory of her husband, founded Baby- 
lon, in which she emi^oycd two millions of la- 
.bourei^ When this enormous city Wjas complet- 
ed, she put herself at the headof a prodigious army, 
and marched into Media ; after conquering which, 
she proceeded to visit Persia, and the rest of the 
Asiatic provinces, where she erected many mag- 
.nificent palaces, Isdd out extensive gardejis, aiKl 
built a number of stately cides. At length am- 
bition prompted her to attempt the conquest of 
India ; and to supply the want of elephants in her 
army, she is said to have had recourse to a sin- 
gular invention. Having caused three hundred 
thousand black oxen to be slain, thdr hides were 
stuffed in the form of elephaints, each carried by 
Si camel within, and led by a man* The army' 
which she conducted on this expedition, amounted 
according to the same authority, to three millions 
ef foot, two hundred thousand horse, one hundred 
thousand chariots, and one hundred thousand men 
on. camels* 

Strabrobates, king of India, was not intimidat- 
ed on hearing of this invasion, but prepared' to 
meet Semiramis, at the head of a prodigious 
army. 

For some time the Assyrian heroine had the 
advantage, but at last tlie real elephants of India 
threw her army into confusion, and she was oblig- 
ed to sue for peace, fmd return into her own coun- 
try, where she shortly after died* 

That such a woman never existed, we will not 
assert, but it is evident that there is move £ibk 
than truth in the wonderful relations which even 
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grave hidtorians have recorded of her extraordb- 
nary endowments and exploits* 

Seiiiiramis was succeeded by. her son Ntnyas, 
a pasillanimouS) lascivious monarch, who shut 
rhimseif up in his palace^ that his subjects might 
regard him as a god. 

- In tins course he was followed by all his sue- 
cessorsy all of whom we shall pass over in silence, 
and content ourselves with noticing only Sarda- 
napalus, the last and most vicious of the Assynan 
moqarchs* 

This wretch descended to such a pitch of de- 
pravity as to assume the dress and manners of 
a prostitute. In his time the Medes, Babylo- 
nians, and Persians, assisted by the Arabians, 
shook oiF .the Assyrian yoke. On hearing of 
this i*evo]t and confederacy, the effeminate mo- 
narch was roused from his sloth, and marched 
at the head of his army against the rebels^ whom 
he. defeated in three different engagements. But 
the coalition being strengthened by the accession 
■of the Bactrians, the imperial army was beaten, 
the. camp taken by surprise, and Sardanapalus 
escaped with difficulty to the city of Nineveh. 
Here he was .closely besieged above two jears, 
but finding at last that the place could hold out 
•no. longer,, and knowing that no favour would be 
shown him by the enemy, he set fii^ to bis pa- 
lace, and destroyed himself with all bis concubines 
and eunuchs. Thus ended the Assyrian empire, 
after subsisting, according to Ctesias, whos^e ac- 
count we have here given, one thousand four hun- 
dred years* 

. We now proceed to relate that which appears 
to be the only genuine history of Assyria. 
I Pul> or Phul, the fiirst king of tbis^ country 
mentioned in scripture^ subdued Israel in the 
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reigQ of M^aheoiy who became Ms tribuCarf; 
After the flood 1957—3. €.771. 

Tidath«Pileser, who is supposed to be the 
son of Pul, and succeeded him in the throne, 
likewise invaded Israel, and carried the inhabit.- 
ants away captive into Assyria. He also fell up^ 
<Hi Damascus, and having slain Reran, he remov- 
ed the people into ius own kingdom, and.thus> 
put an end ta that state.- 

This monarch was succeeded 5y Shal- 
^U^' maneser, who compelled Hoshea, king oC 
Israel, to- x)ay' him tribute. Sohie years' 
afterwards Hoshea endeavoured to shake off the 
Assyrian ydce, with the assistance of So, king of 
Egypt. On this Shalmaneser marched into* the 
land of Israel, and after a siege of three years took 
Samaria the capital city. He then returned int6- 
A8S3rria, taking with hihx the captive king and all 
his subjects^ 

Ha:ving compelled Phoenicia to becomer 
^.^' tributary to him, and taken the cities q£ 
' Sidon, Ace, and Falotyrus, from the Ty- 
nans, he formed the design Y>f conquering Tyre 
itself, but in this attempt he &iled. 

The next king of Assyria was Sennacherib^ 
who marched into Judah, and forced king He^ 
xekiah to pay him a- yearly tribute of three hun^ 
dred talents of silver, and thirty' of gold^- 

Notwithstanding this^ submission on the part 
of the Jewish monarch, Sennacherib shortly af- 
tenvards sent his general Rabshaken, at the head^ 
of a large army, against Jemsalenu While the. 
siege was carrying on with vigour, and by Sen- 
nacherib in person, he wi» informed that Tir« 
hakah, king of Ethiopia, who is supposed to havi^ 
been the Sabbacoo of liax}dotus/ was« about to. 
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enter liis dominions. Thi» intelligence ob^g^ed 
him to raise the siege, and to march against the 
invader ; but at his departure he sent a letter to 
Hezekiah, in which he threatened that Judah 
should be added to the many nations which his 
arms had reduced to the Assyrian empire. He 
soon returned to put his threat into execution ; 
but a destroying angel, according to the figura- 
tive langu^e of Holy Writ, to express the di- 
vine interposition, visited his camp and slew one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand of his sol- 
diers. * This judgment compelled the arrogant 
tyrant to hasten back into his own country, where 
he exercised the most horrid cruelties upon his 
subjects, but particularly upon the captive Jews, 
in revenge for the disgrace which had befallen 
him in his attempt to reduce their country* His 
conduct became so odious and intolerable even 
in his own family, that his own sons, Adramme- 
lech and Sharezer, conspired against him, and 
murdered him as he was offering up his devo-* 
tions in the temple of his god Nisroch. 

This abominable act, however, seems to have 

• The most probable conjecture is, that this destruction 
was occasioned by the pestilential wind common in those 
countries, by the name of the Satniel, which, in passing 
over the deserts, is sometimes carried into the fertile pro* 
vinces, and instantaneously slays both man and beast. It 
is observable, that even Herodotus had some knowledge 
of this catastrophe in the Assyrian army, though he has 
strangely misrepresented the real fact, as well as the 
name of the place ; for he says, that while Sennacherib 
besieged Pelusium, immense numbers of rats and mice en- 
tered his camp in the night, and destroyed all the shield- 
straps and bow-strings. The story is so remarkable as 
to be evidently a perverted account of the scripture rela* 
tion, whi9h isof itself a far more provable circwu&ianc^. 
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given just offence to the Assyrians; for Che 
parricides were constrained to fly. into Armenia^ 
to escape the -expected punishment which their 
crime deserved* Esar-Haddcm, or, aocording 
to Ptolemy, Assaradui) the blind son of Sen<» 
nacherib) Uien ascended the throne* B* C* 710* 

This prince possessed better qualities than his 
&t]:ier, 9nd was very kind to the captive Jews, 
whom. that tyrant had so cruelly expressed* He 
reigned for some yeats quietiy, hut towards the 
close of his life, the desire of conquest arose in 
bis breast;! and after adding Babylon to the 
Assyrian crown, he pat an .entire end. to the 
kingdom of Israel,. and sent Manasseh, king o{ 
Judabj'in chains to Babylon* 

Flushed with this success^ he marched into 
Egypt and Ethiopia, which countries he sub*^ 
dv^, and carded numbers of their inhabitants, 
into captivity* While he was engaged in this 
war, his general Tartan laid siege to the- strong 
city of Ashdod, or Azotusj and tcKikit. 

Having .thus. extended his dbminions, and re«- 
fired tlw glory of the Assyiian name,^ which 
had been greatly eclipsed in the reign of his 
predecessor, this great prince spent the, remain- 
der of hi& days in peace, and died in a good old 
age* B. C. 668« 

He was succeeded by Saosduchinus, or Saos- 
ducheus, who is the Nebuchadnezzar of the sa- 
cred history* This Prince followed up the great 
designs of his, predecessor, and gained many ad-> 
vantages over tlie Medes, whose king Phraoites 
he skw, after a hard-fought battle in the plain 
of Ragan* Elated with this victory, he marched 
into Media, and having reduced many strcmg; 
places^ carried by storm the fiunous city of £c« 



^batanay nduch he completetf de^xeytd* After 
this conquest he retamed to Ninei^hy where he 
celebrated his triumphs in a luxurious and splen- 
did feaist. given to thoife who had attended him 
in his expedition, which feast lasted one hundred 
mnd twen^ days* 

The success of his arms sweUed his nund to 
3uch a height of mad ambition, that he waged 
war agunst all the worid^ and began to regard 
himself as something more than mortal. In 
this fit of extravagance, he sent an army undef 
Holofemes, with orders Co put to death the in- 
habitants of every country who should reust his 
authority. The general appears to have been 
actuated by the same spirit as his master^ for 
the cruelties which he committed struck terror 
among all the neighbouring nations. But the 
^ws had the courage to stand firm against the 
haughty Assyrian,, and notwithstanding the ra* 
vages which he made, they defended their ca* 
pited city, Bediulia, to the last extremity. 

When all hx^s of deliverance were lost, a 
beautiful lady, of a noble family, named Judith, 
accompanied by her maid, went out into the 
Assyrian • ca^mp, and being . introduced to the ge* 
Beral, he instantly became enamoured of her 
charms, and conducted her to his tent. At the 
entertainment which he* gave out of respect to 
his &ir visiter, Hblofemes drank so freely, as 
soon to become inebriated, in which state he fell 
asleep. At this critical moment, when the com« 
pany were all retired, Judith smote off the head 
ctf the general, and, putting it into a bag) went 
out of the tent, passed the guards, and returned 
safe to the city. 

Thia act raised the drooping spirits ^ the 
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Jews, whO) taking advantage of the constema"*' 
lion of the Assyrians, sallied out, and defeated 
them with great slaughter. This story is cir- 
cumstantially related in the apocryphal book of 
Judith ; but \t must be obserred that there seems 
to be quite as much of truth in it as there is in 
the account bi Semiramis, by Cie^as, which we 
have already condemned. That there never 
was such a woman as Judith, we will not say, 
but that the story is in all particulars true, we 
cannot admit, because sacred and profime his- 
tory ore silent ^upon an incident too remarkable 
lo have pa&sed unnoticed* Besides, that Mrhkh 
stamps improbability upon the tale, is the strange 
name given to the capital city of Judah, which 
occurs in no part of Scripture, nor any where 
else. 

-Saosduchinus was succeeded by Chy- 
,^' naladan, or Sarac, whose character and 
reign agree so exactly with the -story of 
Sardanapalus, as to prove that he was the same 
person* In his reign, the Medes, headed by 
Cynares, the son of Phraortes, revolted, and, 
after defeating the Assyrians in a pitched battle, 
laid siege to Nineveh ; but while they were thus 
engaged, the Scythians entered Media, in omse- 
quence of which Cynares was 4)bliged to make 
a hasty retreat into his own country, to repel 
the invaders. About the same time Natopolas* 
ser, a BabyloniaB, whom Chynaladan had placed 
at the head of his army, revolted, and took pos- 
session of the kingdom <^ Babylon* The king 
of Assyria, seeing nothing but enemies around 
him, and knowing how odious his conduct had 
Tendered him to his subjects, collected all his 
wealth into a pile in hi^ . palace, and then set 






fire to it, perishing with his whole family in the 
flames. 

The Assyrian monarchy did indeed sub- 
^'^' sist in some degree many years after this 
' circumstance ; but even the names of the 
succeeding kings have not reached us* We 
know nothing more of its history than that it 
was at last completely destroyed by the Medes 
and Babylonians* 

During the first monaA:hy, Egypt) cf which 
we have given a tustory in the first volume of 
this:work0 flourished, and claims the admiration 
of posterity on various accounts* 

Next to the Egyptians, the Phoenicians were 
the most. <:elebrated* Their skill in maritkne 
aflairs, their address and excellent policy in com* 
mercial concerns, have ever excited applause. 
Tyrci their chief- city> was taken by Nebuchad« 
neaczar^ about the year 570 B« C* Pygmalion i» 
well known as a Phoenician monarch, whose sis* 
ter, Dido, built Carthage. 

The kingdoA^^^ the.Lydians flourished under 
the first monarchy, chiefly during the reign of 
Croesus, whose dominion was &r extended over 
the regions of Asia, and who was considered as 
the richest king of his time* 

This age produced Homer and Hesiod* To 
this period also must be referred the Sybils, wo* 
men famous for their prophecies* 

During the first monarchy, philosophy flou* 
rished in Egypt, and asti^nomy in Chaldea ; and 
the celetoited cities of Nineveh and Babylon are 
the most decided proofs that the Assyrians aiid 
Chaldeans were well skilled in works of architec* 
ture and mechanics. 

Vol. II. 2F 
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THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE. 

BABYLON waa known in ancient times by 
the names of Shinar^ Shinaar^ &c. that of Ba- 
bylon is generally supposed to be derived from 
the tower of Babel, and that gf Chaldea, which 
is also appropriated to this country, from the 
Chaldsans. 

These two names sometimes extend to the 
whole country, being taken for each other, . and 
i^metimes they are limited to certain parts; by 
Babylon or Babylonia, was meant the country in 
the neigh1)Ourhood of the city of Babylon ; and 
by Chaldaea, that which extends southwsffd to the 
Persian gulf* By the sacred writers the whole 
4:ountry is called Chaldsca^ but profane authors 
usually denominate it Babylonia. It lies between 
20 and o5 degrees north latitude, being bounded on 
the north by Mesopotamia, on the east by the Ti- 
gris, on the west by Arabia Deserta, and on 
the south by the Persian gulf and part of Arabia 
FeUx. 

The climate of this country is, for the most 
part, wholesome and temperate, though at parti- 
cular seasons of the year, it is noxious and highly 
dangerous to the human constitution* The heat is 
so extraordinary, that the rich are accustomed to 
sleep even with a great jMirt of their bodies im- 
mersed in water. For several months together 
it seldom or never rains, so that the inhabitants 
are at great labour and expense in watering their 
lands, the various engines used for that purpose 
^being so numerous, especially along the banks 
of the Euphrates, as sometimes to impede the 
navigation of the river* This drought has been 
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knowp to coiitinue for two years and a half, and 
the inhabitants are satisfied if it r^n but twice or 
thrice in the course of the year. The richness 
of the schI) the general excellence of the climate, 
and the industry of the inhabitants, rendered this 
country one of the most fertile on the face of the 
earth. 

The palm-tree naturally flourished throughout 
this land, chiefly of the date kind, which aflbrded 
the inhabitants meat, wine, and honey* The 
grain produced m this country exceeded that of 
every other ; the iftiUet and the sesame shot up 
into the si:^ of trees, and the leaves of the barley 
and wheat were usually four fingers broad. The 
sesame yielded them oil, instead of the olive ; and 
the palm^ winej instead of the: grape. 

The great fertility of this, country must be 
principally ascribed to the overflowing of tlie 
rivers Tigris and Euphrates, which, during the 
months. o£ Juncj July, and August, are unable, to 
carry away the vast quantities of water produced 
by the melting of Jthe snow from the mountains 
of Armenia.- These inundations, though hig^ilji; 
beneficial to the soil of the country, were, &ir a 
considerable length of time, destructive to the 
manual operations of the inhabitants, till^ at 
length, taught by experience, they guarded 
against the effects of these annual floods, by cut- 
ting a great number of artificial rivers or canals, 
with which the waters were distributed, the coun- 
try in general benefited, and an easy communi- 
cation effected between the inhabitants. At this 
distance of time it is impossible to determine 
with any degree of precision, which of the im- 
mense rivers in this country were natural, and 
which were artificial, but geographers, seem ge^ 
nerally agreed, in assigning to Nebuchadhezzav 



the glory of having cut tliat brandi of the Eq- 
phrates which falls into the liver Tigris at Se- 
lencia. 

f The Euphrates itself has itf( source from the 
Armenian mountains, whence it flows, dividing 
Arabia and Babylon from Mesopotamia, till, 
mixing with its fellow-traveller the Tigris, it 
falls at length into the Persian gulf. ' Thie tsouree 
of this river is nbt rapid ; In many parts it is not 
navigable but to very small vessels ; its watei^ is 
naturally turbid and foul, but when passed 
through a proper strainer, it is lighter, and pre* 
ferable to any other in those regions, and from 
it9 excellence it obtdned a name si^ifying the 

The vessels formerly used upon tills river were 
lx)und. Without distinction of head or stem, and 
kv>bettef than great Wicker baskets coated oveir 
with hides, which were guided with long 4:>at*s. 
These vessels were of different sizes^ some of 
ihein being capable of carrying ab'ufden of palm* 
^ine, to the weight of 5000 talents^ besides a 
humber of asses* At Babylon, the g^at mai% of 
trade, they used to unload their cargo, sell their 
Vessels, but kept the hides, which they brought 
home by land on their asses. 

This country is remarkable for having enclosed^ 
according to the most rational opinions, within its 
limits, at least great part of Paradise. Here also 
was the plain of Shimvy or Senjar, where the whole 
face of mankind were gathered together in one 
body after the flood, from Whence they dispersed 
themselves over the face of the earth. 
• Nimrod was the founder of Babel ; but, fop 
inany ages, it evidently appears to have remained 
a petty royalty, till the Assyrians paved the way 
to the empire it attained. Its government was, 
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in its infancy, tyrannical and despotic, but at the 
death of Nimrpd it fell to a level with other 
neighbouring states, till the Assyrians, in process 
of time, l£ud the foundations whereon it after- 
wards exalted itself as the queen qfike east. The 
government, then, of Babylon, likb that of As- 
syria, was strictly despotical, and its sceptre he- 
reditary. The whole centered in the person of 
the king ; all decrees issued from his mouth ; he 
even affected the power, and claimed the wor- 
ship, which belonged only to the Divinity* This 
was, perhaps, the most effectual means of ind- 
midating not only his own subjects, but sur- 
rounding nations, who might otherwise have be- 
come rivals of his greatness, and have attempted 
to dispossess him of his kingdom* Upon a prin- 
ciple of this kind, the great conquerors of the 
east have always affected retirement, as too glo- 
rious to be beheld by vulgar eyes ; thus con- 
triving to keep in subjection a number of nations 
of different languages, complexions, and manners, 
to a person wha must be a stranger to almost all 
of them. 

The first monarchs of Babylon, however, ad- 
ministered their government by officers of several 
sorts, civil, and military ; and accordingly we find 
them divided into three classes, supposed to be 
selected from among the most grave and noble 
persons in the empire : the first had the charge 
of the virgins, and their disposal in marriage ; 
and to judge of all matters relating to the con^ 
nubial state : the second took cognizance of theft? 
and the third of all other crimes. We find the 
subordinate powers under this mighty emperor 
.divided into princes, governors, captains, judges^ 

2F2 
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and touDseUon, so that nothing was wanting to 
iLeep the peace and good order of the empire. 

This great king of kings had an household 
equal to the sublkaitf of his station, the chief 
officers of which were, the captain of his guard, 
the prince of the eunuchs, and the prime minister* 
The first had the execution of his arbitraiy com- 
mands ; the second had the charge of the educa* 
tioa and subsistence of the youth of the palace, 
and the last sat in the king's gate to hear com- 
plaints,- and to pass judgments* Besides theset 
there was the master -^ the magicians always 
at hand to satisfy the king upon any thing he 
might want to know, wxtii regard to ftiturity and 
prognostication* 

Though these kings seem to hvrt daimed 
such high honours, and to have conndered the 
whole world as created for their use and service^ 
yet we understand, that they sometimes ceiide- 
scended to banquet wkh their great lords and 
chief men of their dofiriitiions, of whofii we read 
in the book of Daniel, that a thousand were at 
one time entertained by Beltshazzar* The com<i> 
mon Btyld of ^altilation to this sovereign was, 
O JSng, Uve/or evet S and the man who was s^ 
happy as in- a particulal* manner to gun hta fa- 
vour, was clothed with purple or scarlet, adcmied 
with a chain of gold about his neck, and invested 
with some government* • 

The laws of the empire were in general vague 
and uncertain, depending wholly upon the will 
bf the monarch, but one was fixed and irrevo- 
cable, which obliged all, especially the poorer 
sort of the people, to marry* By t^s law the 
daughters of every man were bestowed in mar- 
ria^ according to the will of the king or his offi* 
/ters, in a manner to be related hereafter* 



As the laws were changeable^ so also the; 
punishments unfixed, arbitraty, and rigorous^ in 
IMDportion to the dispositions of the sovereign* 
Beheading, cutting to pieces, turning the crimi* 
nal's house into a dunghill, and burning in a fier^r 
furnace, iurt punishments which were executed 
by order of the kings of Babylon. 

It is difficult to separaite the religion and learn- 
ing of the Babylonians into distinct heads. The 
Chaldacans, properly so called, were not only the 
priests, but the literati of the country. They 
were devoted to the business of religion, pretend* 
ed to prophecy, to predict by the rules of augu* 
py, by the flight of birds, and the inspection of 
slaughtered victims ;—4hey explained dreams 
and all the extraordinary phenomena of nature, 
as portendmg good or evil to men or nadons, 
and it was thought by the vulgar, that these 
priests could by their incantations and invoca" 
tkms effect the future welfare of mankind. Hav- 
ing, by their situaticms, been early attentive to 
celestial observations^ they oHicluded that the 
invinble Deity had created the heavenly bodies 
as the subordinate agents of his power^ and as 
ministers of his will to govern the world. 

Persuaded of this, they began to build temples 
to the stars, to sacrifice to them^ to praise them, 
and to bow down in refigious homage before 
them, expecting through their means to obtain 
the favour and good-will of God ; so that they 
esteemed them as medisLtors between God and 
tiiemselves. In* process of time, impostors arose, 
and gave out that they had it enjoined from 
God himsdf, that some particular star should be 
worshipped in a certain manner, and that none of 
any age or degree shouki be exempt from this 
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4uty« Hence men began to erect temples, with 
images, under trees, upon the summit of hills or 
mountains, and to assemble in them for the pur- 
poses of divine worship. Other impostors, im- 
proving on the first, pretended to have been ho- 
noured with particular instructions from parti- • 
cular stars, concerning the exact mode of wor- < 
ship due to them, and what ought, and what 
ought not, to be done to please them. 

Such was the rise of idolatry, which taking 
root among the Chaldsans, spread its branches 
so far as to keep in darkness, all the nations of 
the east* It is certain that the first image wor- 
shippers did not pretend to pay adoration to the 
uninformed wood, stone or metal, and that in 
their transition from planet- worship to image-^ 
worship, they pretended to have infused the vir- 
tues of the planets into the image that it was 
meant to represent, which they thought might be 
effected by forms of consecration; and by va- 
rious incantations, they pretended to draw down 
from the stars their several intelligences into 
their respective idols ; hence came all the super- 
stition of the talismans, together with the vaiioua 
branches of magic and sorcery. 

It is evident that this was the origin of image- 
worship, since the names of the principal Gods of 
the heathen in general/ are those of the . sun, 
moon, and five primary planets, Saturn, Jupiter, 
Mars, Mercu,ry, and Venus. > 

This was the state of the old Babylonian^re- 
ligion, till they came to deify mortal men, as 
'well as the celestial bodies, a practice, for which 
two reasons had been assigned ; first, the grief 
of a parent for a child untimely snatched away. 
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wh6se image he may haVe been tempted to ho- 
nour as a god when dead ; and to deliver, to 
those 'who wer6 iA Subjection to him, ceremonies 
and sacrifices of duty and commemoration : and 
secondly, the skill of the workman, who, by hit 
art mig;ht greatly contribute to the <fecefptiori of 
the ignorant ; since being ambitious to flatter some 
igi*eat man, he exerted all his powers to represent 
him beyond what he truly was ; and that, by the 
beauty of his work, captivate and delude the un- 
wary multitude, who took him now for a Godj 
whom a little before they honoured as a man. 

It has been generally supposed that Nlmis 
was the first perstHi who set up images to be 
worshipped, and particularly one representing 
his father Belus, granting privileges to those sub- 
jects and pardons to those criminals who resort* 
fed to it- To Belus, as the founder of the Baby- 
lonian and Assyrian empires, not onty a temple 
%iras erected, but an immense building, which 
Consisted of eight towers, raised one upon an- 
other, and in the uppermost was a bed magnifi^ 
icentiy set forth, and a golden table near it, but 
no image ; nor was any person suffered to be 
here in the night, but a piirticular woman, who, 
as the priests gave out, was preferred by the god 
before all others. Beneath this was ano(Jher 
temple, in which was a gigantic image of Jupiter 
i BelusO all of pure gold, with a table before him 
of the skme metal : his throne was also of gold, 
so that the whole work was valued at eight hun- 
dred talents of gold. 

As there were two gods in this temple, there 
belonged to it also two altars, one of a moderate 
size, and another much larger ; upon the former 
none but sucking victimis might be sacrificed^ 
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aad upon the g^at one, none that were not fcdi 
grown* X 

Such was the god Belus among the Babylo- 
nians, and such his temple and the rank he held 
in it ; but whether they meant by him, either the 
sun, or their founder Pul, or whether they^ trsCns- 
formed him into the sun, or kept the worship of 
their heavenly body, and their hero, so distinct 
as never to confound them with each other, is a 
question too difficult to be decided with accu- 
racy. 

The deity next in order to this was Venus, 
whom the DabyloniaQS styled^ MyUtta, »gnifying 
mother, and the Greeks Urania; for it was to 
her that the daughters or women of the country 
were, once in their life (ime, bound to make a 
sacrifice of their virtue, a practice which will be 
more particularly described among the manners 
and customs of this people. This goddess had 
a temple at Aphae, at Babylon, and probably in 
other places ; but, for the Convenience of those 
who had no temples among them, the priests 
carried about small tabernacles, or models of 
different temples, consulting, at the same time, 
the devotion of the people and U^r^rown in- 
terest. 

This goddess was worshipped under a great 
variety of different names ; she was also consi- 
dered as belonging to both sexes, and accord- 
ingly was worshipped by her votaries sometimes 
in the attire of men^ and sometimes in that of 
women, the men and the women mutually 
changing dresses with each otlier, whence it has 
been supposed, that Moses forbid the women to 
wear what fiertaineth to the many or a man to put on 
a woman's ^arment^ The worship of this planet 
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6r idol, must therefore have been of very ancient 
date, and a book on magic is quoted by Maimo- 
nides, in which it is enjoined, that a man should 
put on the flowered garments of a woman when 
he stood before the star Venus, and a woman 
the arms and armour of a man when she paid 
her devotions to Mars. 

We have a general view given us of the Baby- 
lonish temples, idols, and priests, in the book of 
Jeremiah. Their idols were of gold, of silver, 
and of wood, and carried about in procession, 
surroiuided with the multitudes, worshipping 
them. They were crowned, and clothed in pur- 
ple, black with the smoke of incense. Their 
temples were &]! of smoke and dust, caused by 
the numerous resort of votaries. The priests 
made free with the gold and silver presented to 
thdr gods, bestowing it upon favourite women, 
whom they accounted sacred. Whatever was 
offered as a sacrifice to their gods, they appro- 
priated to themselves ; cloathing their wives and 
children with the garments that had been given 
to adorn their idols. In return for which they 
were sure to light up numbers of tapers and can- 
dlJss to their images, and to sit in the temples 
with their beards and heads closely shaven, un- 
covered, and with their garments rent, crying 
out before their gods as for the lamentation of 
some person deceased. 

The horrid custom of sacrificing human vic- 
tims to appease or conciliate their gods, was first 
practised by the Babylonians, and from them 
it was communicated to the superstitious of the 
surrounding nations. There are traces of their 
ancient cruelty to be discerned in the wgrship 
and rites of the Syrian, or rather the Assyrian 
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goddess of Hierapoliay to whom parents, without 
remorse, sacrificed their children, by throwing 
them down a precipice in her temple* 

It is now time to speak of the customs of the 

Babylonians, of which one of the.chlef seems to 

have been the manner of ^aposing of their yowig 

women in marriage. No man had any pbwev 

over his own daughters, but as soon as they w«re 

fit to marry, they were exposed in sraie public 

place appointed for the purpose, wheve, in the 

midst of a crowd of men, who attended upon 

these occasions^ they were sold one by one. The 

most beautifiil wene first put up, and delivered to 

the highest btdder« When aU who weis valuable^ 

on account of their diarms were disposed o^ the 

money that was raised by this sale was i^tplied 

in behalf of those to whom nature had not been 

so lavish oC her exterior gifb« Thesie were then; 

offered to such as would take the: least money 

with them ; and the poorer sort, who seta higher 

value upon money than, beauty, were as. eager in 

under-bidding as the weafthy men bad been ia 

over-bidding each other. fi>r the fair ones* The 

consequence of this was^ that their ybung women* 

were sdl disposed of in marriage ; the lower .class< 

of men were obliged to give security for thdr 

taking thoae they had cfato^n, before they were 

in possession, of the money the3r had agreed to? 

take with them. 

The Babylonians thought themselves polluted 
even by the usib of matrimony, and were not al- 
lowed to touch any thing after it, till they had: 
purified themselves by perfimiing and washing* 
their bodies* 

Every Babylonish, woman was once in her life 
time bound to sacrifice her virtue to some strange* 



BABTL07}IANS»' SSf 

inanj at the temple of Venus. They were crown* 
ed with knots and garlands, and ranged in long 
ranks before the temple, each rank being parted 
from the other by a line, that the men might con- 
veniently pass between them, and choose those 
they liked best. They declared their choice by 
throwing money into the lap of the woman they 
most admired, and saying, as they threw it, / 
imfdore the goddess My litta for thee* The money, 
however little, was by no means refused, • it was 
accounted sacred, nor had the women the power 
of rejecting any man that accosted her in the 
form prescribed, but she was absolutely obliged 
to follow him without delay. 

For five days together every year, they cele- 
brated a festival called fiizcca, during which the 
servants commanded their masters, one of them 
being for the time constituted chief over the 
house, and wearing a kind of royal garment 
called Zogana* 

Their manner of treating their sick was very 
extraordinary. Having no physicians, they used 
to expose them publicly in the most frequented 
places, that every one might see them and offer 
their advice, if they had any knowledge of the 
case, either from their own experience, or from 
the experience of others, nor was it lawful for 
any that passed by to omit thii office. They 
buried their dead in wax and honey, and mourned 
for them after the manner of the Egyptians. 

The Babylonians were excessively credulous, 
superstitious, and as debauched as a nation could 
be. Their credulity appears from the high 
veneration they paid to their priests, jugglers, 
and superetitious practices. So prone weri they 
to idolatry that we find Nebuchadnezzar fallin j 
Vol. IL 2 G 
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down before Daiiiel to worship him. Andtle^ 
baucheiy was encouraged by their pnnces and 
priests ; the religious rites paid to their' great 
goddess, and the reverence paid to prostitution, 
rendered them the most sensual and abandoned 
people on the. face of the earth. 

They seem to have affected pride and effemi- 
nacy in their dress : their under garment was a 
linen vest, down to their heels, over which they 
had another of woollen, and over all, a white 
mantle or cloak. They wore their own hair; 
their heads were adorned with a tiara or mitre, 
and their bodies were anointed with the oil of 
sesame. Each of them wore a seal-ring on the 
linger, Imd in their hand a wrought staff or 
sceptre, adorned at the head with some particu- 
lar ensign or figure, without which it was un- 
lawful to appear with one of these staves. 

The Babylonians were &med for learning, par- 
ticularly the Chaldaeans, who were their priests, 
philosophers, astronomers, soothsayers, &c. In 
respect to their pretended claim to learning, and 
supernatural knowledge, the Chaldscans are dis- 
tinguished from the Babylonians, and are said 
to have inhabited a region peculiar to them- 
selves, next to the Arabians and the Persian gulf^ 
They were divided into several sects, distin- 
guished by names taken either from particular 
places, where different doctrines on the same 
points were held, or from particular persons who 
had doctrines peculiar to themselves. Their 
learning was not acquired after the manner of 
the Greeks, but by tradition from &ther to son ; 
and being exempt from all laborious duties, and 
offices of trust, their only business was to apply 
themselves to the instruction they received* 
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They never departed from principles early im* 
bibed, being folly satisfied with what they had 
received from their ancestors, and, by a tena- 
cious adherence to this, they became perfectly 
knowing in what they professed. 

They taught that the world was eternal, but 
acknowledged the superintendance of a dlivine 
Providence, by whom the heavenly bpdies were 
directed in their course. They were the first 
who cultivated astronomy, discovered the exact 
motions of the planets, and pretended to under- 
stand the influence they have' over things below, 
and from that to be able to foretel what was 
hidden in the wontb of foturity. From these 
delusive amusements they boasted of a know- 
ledge of what was to come ; of a power of avert- 
ing evil and procuring good ; on which account 
they obtained the name of miagicians. 

The planets they called interpreters, since their 
motions and appearances portended ta them the 
will and pleasure of the gods. Sometimes they 
judged by their rising, sometimes by their set- 
ting, and sometimes by the colour and deg^e 
of their light, whether storms of wind, of rain, 
or excessive drought might be expected. From 
the same appearances they pretended to predict 
the approach of comets, eclipses of the sun and 
moon, earthquakes, and the whole train of what 
were considered as the awftil forerunners of the 
good and bad fortunes of nations in general, 
and of monarchs and private persons in parti- 
cular. 

Under the six planets they ranged thirty stars, 
which they called counselling gods; of these, 
half took cognizance of what was done under 
Ih^ earth ; and the other half, of what was done 
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by men, or transacted in the heavens. Thef 
maintained that once in ten days one of the su- 
perior stars descended to the inferior as a mes- 
senger from those above; and that, in retuni, 
an inferior one ascended to the superior in the 
same quality i and that this correspondence was 
natural to them and would continue for evfep* 
Twelve of these counselling gods presided wet 
the signs of the Zodiac; while twenty-ibur 
other stars were selected fh>m that broad belt> 
twelve towards the north pole, and twelve to- 
wards the south; those within sigbt were as- 
signed as guardians of the living, and the otho^ 
were the constellations of the dead. 

As the Chaldaeans were peculiarly the men of 
learning, so the Babylonians properly so called, 
applied themselves to the arts ; their immense 
buildings, which could not have been effected 
?^ithout much skill in geometry, prove that 
they must have beei> good mathematicians and 
mechanics. But it is not easy to say how &r 
they excelled in perspeci^ve, and the true har* 
mony of propdition ; and it is certain that they 
never attained to any superior excellence in 
painting and statuary. 

Music and poetry were iHY>bab]y but little 
attained to ; in physic they had no regular sci<« 
ence, as is evident from their mode of treating 
the sick. The Babylonians were great archi« 
tects, ingenious in casting of metals, famous (or 
their manufactures, particularly for their rich 
embroideries, magnificent carpets, and fine li-« 
nen ; so much so that we read of C^to selling a 
Babylonian mantle, which had been left to hita 
by inheritance, as being what he was ashamed 
to we^« And it h«^s been s«ud, th^t at RomA 
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more than 60001. had been paid for a suit of 
Babylonian hangings. 

This people was not only divided into two 
great tribes, the Babylonians and Chaldxans, 
but into other subordinate $ects ; diree of these 
subsisted entirely on fish dried in the sun and 
converted into a kind of paste ; others lived on 
salted bats ; but whether this practice proceeded 
from superstition or want is uncertain, though 
it could hardly be owing to the latter in so plen- 
tiful a country. 

The trade of this ancient people is no where 
professedly treated of, but it must have been 
considerable when Babylon was in the meridian 
of her glory. This city was situated in the 
midst of the old world; and by means of two 
great rivers, the Euphrates and Tigris, had a 
very easy communication with the western and 
noilhem parts, and with the eastern by means 
of the Persian gulf. Tliat the Babylonians had 
much ship|Hng of their own, and were consider- 
ate as navigators, is evident, since their city is 
styled by the prophet a city of vuitera : and their 
extensive commerce is described in the book of 
Revelations.* 

We might here consider the Babylomans in 
two very different views: first, as composing 
a small, though, perhaps, a formidable king- 
dom, immediately after the Deluge ; and se« 
condly, as constituting a potent and wide spread* 
ing empire, founded by, and at last rising upon, 
the ruins of the Assyrians, their brethren. But 
a^ it is desirable to confine our history to a de- 
tail of 'well authenticated facts, without amusing 

• Chap. xvii. 2—19. 
2G 2 
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the reader with fictitious or doubtful reladioBy 
we shall pass over the earlier penods of the 
Babylonian hlstoryi which depends more upon 
conjecture than i^wn fafct, as well as that chawn 
of several hundred years, from, the time of 
^ p Nimrod) after which^ the first.king tobe 
j^^ mentioned is Nabonassar^ so well known 
from the sera which passes under his 
liame. 

It appears that the BabylcHiian kingdom rose 
abdiit the same time with that of Assyria^ since 
only twenty>four years after the appearance of 
Pul, the founder of the Assyrian monarchy^ 
Nabonassar is mentioned as king of fial^lon* 
And it is evident, both from sacred and piti&ne 
history, that Babylon was an independent na«^ 
tion% governed by its own kings, when the As- 
syrian monarchy was in its full glory. But we 
are not informed by what means Nabonassar 
obtained, oc how he and his successors contrived 
to keep in possession, a kingdom bordering on 
the empire of the Assyrians, who, under the 
conduct of their ambitious and warlike princes, 
grasped at nothing less than the sovereignty of 
the east. With this view they waged war with^ 
and imposed their yoke upon almost all sur- 
rounding nations. It is probable that Pul, the 
fir&t Assyrian monarch, left two sons, Tizlath* 
pileser and Nabonassar, of whom, the former 
took possession of Assyria, and the latter of Ba* 
bykm, living in strict unity with one an<^er % a 
circumstance which will account for the inde- 
pendence of the Babylonian kingdom. 

Among the successors of Ni^nassar we must 
notice Mardoc-empad, who was undoubtedly the 
Marodack-balan of the Scriptures; and was the 
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first Babyloniaii monarch whom we find having 
had intercourse with the kings at Jerusalem* 
He sent a special embassy to congratulate He- 
zekiah on his. recovery, and to inquire^ as it 
is generally supposed, concerning the sun's re- 
trogression* As the kings of Assyria and Ba<^ 
bylon were at that tilne united by the strictest 
union, nothing less than an event so extraordi- 
nary could justify the king of Babylon in cor* 
mspondihg with a prince, then at open war with 
the Assyrian monarch. 

We omit the mentioning of several other sove* 
reigns of this kingdom, of whom we know little 
more than the order in which they reigned, till 
we come to Assar-addin, who, after he had pre- 
sided for some time over the Assyrian kingdom, 
seized upon that of Babylon, where he reigned 
thirteen years. Two of his successors only 
maintained their power over the empire, when 
Nalx^llasar seized upon it himself, transferred 
the seat of the Assyrian monarchy to Babylon^ 
and entering into an alliance with Cyaxares the 
Mede, joined with him in a war against Assyria, 
which they reduced lo a very low condition* He 
did not live, however, to see its final destruction, 
for an irruption of the Scythians put a stop to 
the progress of the new allies f<»* the space of 
twenty-eight years* 

This prince is called by contraction Nabu- 
lassar; he is also called Nebuchadonosor ; and 
Nebuchadnezzar* As the Assyrians, as well as 
the Babylonians and Medes, were at this time 
wholly employed in defenduig themselves against 
the Scythians, Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, 
laid hold of so favourable an ojpportunity to re- 
cover the city of Carchemish> then subject tOr 
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the king of Assyria. King Josiah attempted to 
oppose the Egyptian on his march, but his 
army was routed and himself slain* This sue- 
cess, and particularly the surrender of Carche« 
mish, encouraged the governor of Phxnice to 
revolt from Nabopallasar, who being advanced 
in yearS) took his son Nebuchadnezzar for a 
partner in the kingdom, and sent him at the 
head of an army against the Egyptians, and re-* 
volted Syrians. Over the Egyptians the young 
prince gained a complete victory, retook Car- 
chemish, and put the garrison to the sword. 
^ p Elated with thisysuccess, he marched 
^ ' into Judea, took Jerusalem, rifled the 
temple, and sdzed on JehoiaJdm, intend- 
ing to have sent him prisoner to Babylon ; but 
upon the promise of becoming an annual tribu- 
tary, the Babylonian left hkn as a kind of vice-* 
roy. This victorious prince, taking advantage 
of his success, made himself master of all the 
country between the Nile and the Euphrates. - In 
the mean time, by the death of his &ther, he be- 
came sole king of Babylon, and his first care was 
to enlarge and adorn the seat of empire. While he 
was thus employed, he was greatly harassed by 
dreams, one of which, though he waes unable to 
recal any of the circumstances connected with 
it, gave him peculiar uneasiness. In thia dia* 
tress he assembled his magicians, and inquired 
of them what his dream had been ; but they una* 
nimously answered that it was not their province 
to interpret dreams, the gods only being capa- 
ble of revealing to man what he had dreamt* 
Provoked by this answer, the king ordered them 
all to be put to death ; but before his commands 
could be ezQCUtedj Daniel, who had beea brought 
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to Babylon among the other Jemsh captives, 
prevailed upon the captain of the guard to in- 
troduce him to the king, to whom he gave such 
complete satisfaction on the subject of his dream, 
that the monarch fell upon his &ce worshipping 
Daniel, and acknowledged his God to be the 
God of gods, and Lord of kings. He also gave 
him extraordinary demonstrations of esteem, 
invested him with the government of Babylon, 
and appointed him chief of the wise men of the 
city, 

Cyaxares the, Mede, having entered into an' 
alliance with Nebuchadnezzar, they marched 
agdnst Nineveh, took that proud metropolisi 
levelled it with the ground, and put an end to> 
the Assyrian empire. Nebiich^nezzar soon afte^ 
sent an army against Jerusalem, which he himself 
joined, and having completely invested the city, 
he ordered the king Jehoiachin, who came out to 
him with his mother, and his whole court, in a 
mdst submissive manner^ to be arrested and 
carried prisoners to Babylon. Having made 
himself master of the place, he ransacked taxd 
plundered it a second time, and carried off an 
immense booty, and such numbers of captives 
of all ranks and conditions, that scarcely a suf< 
ficient number of hands were left to cultivate 
the land. He then set Mattaniah on the throne 
of that desolate kingdom, changing his name 
to Zedekiah, at the same time laying him under 
a certain tribute, and obliging him to take an 
oath of fidelity and allegiance* 

This mighty prince, the iffstrument of God*a 
wrath to punish the wickedness of the nations 
about him, had his victories always preceded by 
prophecies from the mouth of Jerenuah j who 
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at one time when the kings of the Moabites, Ty-* 
nans and Zidonians^ would have tempted Zede- 
kiah) the thoughtless king of Jerusalem, to rise 
against Nebuchadnezzar, sent to each of their 
ambassadors in his court, a present of yokes and 
bonds, to be carried to their masters with this 
declaration. That the Lord of hosts, the God of 
the whole earth, had doomed them all to be ser- 
vants to the Babylonian monarch, and that 
those \^o quietiy submitted, and faithfully 
obeyed the king, should find mercy and remain 
quietly in their own land; but that the disobe- 
dient and rebellious should be utterly destroyed. 

However great and terrible Nebuchadnezzar 
is represent^ t6 have been, yet several of the 
tributary nations soon attempted to throw off 
their allegiance, and to free themselves from the 
severity of his yoke. Putting himself at the 
head of his army, he advanced to the frontiers^ 
resolving to punish those who presumed to call 
in question the right of his authority. Beings 
however, in suspence, with which people he 
should commence his operations, he referred th^ 
determination to the ordinary methods of divi* 
nation in practice with the Chaldseans, who, 
having consulted the entrails of animals, their 
images, and their arrows,* gave it as their opi- 

* This practice of divining by arrows continued among 
fhe Arabs* till Mohammedism prevailed, which absolute- 
ly forbid it. The arrows used for this purpose were w ith- 
out heads or feathers, and were kept in the temple of 
some idol, in whose presence they consulted. Seven such • 
arrows were kept at the temple of Mecca, but three only 
were used in divination, on one of which was written, 
** My Lord batb commanded me y* on another, **'My X^ord 
bath forbidden me s" and the third was a blank. If the 



6i6n, that the war should first be commenced 
against the Jews. The Babylonian army march'^ 
ed from the capital, and in a short time put an 
end to the Israelitish kingdom ; and the victori* 
ous monarch returned to his metropolis, adding 
great strength and glory to it, by the immense 
booty he brought with him, and a numerous ac- 
cession of new inhabitants* 
' With the gold he amassed in this expedition, 
it is thought he erected the monstrous colossus 
of that metal, in honour of his god Bel ; it was 
sixty cubits in height, and six cubits in breadth. 
Before this he commanded all persons to fall 
down and pay religious homage ; but three He- 
brew youths, Shadrach, Meshech,' and Abednego, 
courageously i^efused- to comply with the king's 
command, and on that account were thrown 
into a burning furnace, from which they mira- 
culously escaped unhurt* To this wonderful 
scene Nebuchadnezzar was an eye witness ; and 
convinced of his own impiety and folly, he de- 
creed, that whosoever should blaspheme the 
name of the God of Shadrach, Meshech, end 
Abednego, should be cut in pieces, and his 
house be turned into a dunghill. 

This mighty prince, in the twenty-second year 
of his reign, crossed the Euphrates, subdued 
Tyre and many other nations, made himself 

first were drawn, they looked on it as an approbation of 
the enterprise in <}uestion ; if the second, they drew a 
contrary conclusion ; but if the third happened to be 
drawn; they mixed them and drew them over again, till 
a decisi«/e answer was obtained. These divining arrows 
were generally consulted before any thing of moment was 
undertaken, as when a man was about to marryi or about 
to go a journey, or the like. 
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master of Egypt, and earned away a gi^eai 
number of the inhabitants into captivity. About 
the same period he conquered several of the 
x)ther African states. 

Thus far we have seen him as a warrior, ex* 
celling all the Babylonian princes who went be- 
fore himi we are now to consider him as the 
founder of the magnificence of Babylon, one of 
the wonders of the worlds . The moat fampuB 
works in and about it, were the walls of the 
city ; the temple of Belus i Nebuchadnezzar's 
palace ; the hai:^iog gardens ; the banks of the 
river i the artificial lake, and the canals* 

The walls of thje city were sixty miles ia 
.compass, thfee hundred £^d fifty feet in heightf 
jand eighty-seven feet thick* In them there were 
/an hundred gates, all of solid brass ; between 
every two of these gates, at proper distances, 
were three towers, and four more at the comers 
of the great square, and three between each of 
theSiC comers and the next gate on either side. 
From the tweaty-five gates on each side of thia 
square) there was a straight street extending to the 
t:Qrresponding gate in the opposite wall, whence 
the whole number of streets was but fifty, eacb 
being fifteen miles long : the houses were three 
or four stories in height, and beautified with ^U 
jrnanner of omsunents* > . . . 

A branch of the Euphrates divided the city, 
running through the midst of it &om north to 
south, over which, in the very middle of the 
city, was a bridge a fiirlong in length J at each 
end were two palaces of considerable magnitude 
and splendour. It is certain that this city was 
never wholly inhabited, so that even in the me- 
ridian of its glory it might be compared to the 



»x%4ri/0VlA«s« 54$ 

ftoOTfhrof the 'field, which fk>urishes to^f, and 
(o^inorrow is no more. 

The next greaf work was the temple of Belus. 
The wonder&d tow^ t^at stood in the middle 
thereof was not his :wikki but was biHlt many 
sges hefdret ^od i& supposed to hare been the 
famous tower of Babel. " .' ' 

.: Ne3ft'tkift:teini^e^' on the same east side of tlio 
riyec^ dtood the iild paEace of the kings of Baby-^ 
km,, /being ^oar saailes in circumfer^Ke. Exactly* 
c^pt>site toiitv oo? the;bther.side of (iie river, was 
the.new. pfliitc^buiit by Nd>uchadnez2ar, ^ight 
mdes in iuccsin^jfereiicci, and coRseqnenlly four 
timfis iiv^large'intheiQld ime4 
> But nothhi^ wasi more wpnderfbl at Babyldn 
tjito.the himgiiig^gardeiiS) which Nebiichadxiez^ 
zar mad6in'comi>laisance to Yps wife^ who, being 
'(b, Mede, and retaining a strong inclination for 
the. moufitains and foresls of her own country,' 
(tesired to have something like them at Babytoi^ 
The^. were foiir httndred lett square, and con;^ 
listed of tetraces one above another, carried up 
U> the height of the wall of the city ; the asdei^C 
ftom tirrsB^Q to: terrace being by steps tea feet 
wide. The whole pile consbted of sirtistilntial 
aarches. upon arches, and was strehgthened by ai 
wall surrounding it on every side, twenty-two 
feet -tbiekf The Baors were made so as to re- 
tian the itKHStitre.of the mould,: whkii' was suf* 
ficie»yiy ideejp;txK a^Rird space ftH*. the tootfl^ of the 
g^aiest Inaes; tha£.iRpve planted od^ die; terrace, 
together with aJ2 imiiiense nambcr'of sachrobs of 
every kind* Upon the uppermost of these ter»i 
faces was. a reservoir,, filled: by d ceiffcaxn engine 
with water from the mer, &om whence the 
gi^rd^s.G^ the -otker <(Maoe& weie>aup^d» 
Vol. II. 2 H 
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' The cfthcr .^ii!ffk& iSitiribdtcd'^^ 
rsLTj were the banks of the . Tnrer,' tfce maficial 
^ftimlsSfjantl the' ^ttvA/iak^.'Ths :<i9i09is:i\9ere 
cat otst on thcicisAnaide ta£t]ie/£iipitirafiis).tii eon^ 
"^y it^'nf^^.th&'Watenl ofthat rimf<,:wb&ik h^iftcti 

reached Babylon. I i !i ic 'jV.7iJ < •. ; a 

^ . *?%€ 3i^e >BasHbrt^ \*niikit: iigaate^i dttiAiabbut 
hstiy- feet dtcpi; it n;tas'.oi%ipaflf cdmbcmd tv^^ 
oeive the wateas o£ the river wMte tbeib^mk&Hvffw 
VuHding ioa esichMHer oe-itw iBot /Jbth th&ld^ 
;(nd the: ciumI. that ledrto/it #i3ri fireasfvcd^aftei) 
that y9imlLtfnAxma^x^^\b&^ of giiat 

use, not only to prexfint likevotwg^tiiyfiti^^ibistita 
kft^P Viter dlT the ysaivicasi ia.v ^onmiGn tseber- 
voir, t(t» >bd ;let:3dtity /m .jirop^n^pccdsioiY^^^ 
aimcdsy' &r thfi*.iiB^prate9iiBnt4if;.the>lflndl r,i -.'jl:^ 
'f The. Jtoitfiffi ^r tciaQi]de^ 'shxid^tof'tfaettinie'ol' 
lilCencieSy' whO) isdiuniiiigtfix^nttheiCkf^ciaiifQxpcfj 
ditk)n) iir!ii:phindei«Kl ^..cf itsdmineaBe:^ ireaMi^ 
dfiiDo1islie<jl^:t!ke;Vrhoiei dndMdiitin'hiiini/ Jl^ss^ 
9|idfcC! proppafid 3tiK Beln^d::ity^ bttt-th^ dedtiif of 
tbeit^coiiqttei'Qnffput'a'klolii.to ^t'Heikign^ ¥itm 
tfekl tn]ieft|i£i.gkii7 oLcBabyiont rapidly d^lmed| 
tiiLatte^kdle .place )oaiH^m!lhtlyis' mbnuiaebt 
«f huniaik IjMivstiT 'and-Tart' had* reapcid its^gtiH 
pendoua; head9! wasrentireiy) fdfgiptten^ * ■ ' - * ' 
.^ iWiec aie? rubwi rio. 'beAioidLMtliisi; ig^ateik «tn<m^ 
Hiortal prittee^' i|i 'ac difTeitoiloanMl^traiy t-iifelifiM 
eboI)JC> point xxf . vieky xiqt bn}^! kitifcxi-fixn^ 
thvone;^ hub degraded: ^aunrtb: (th6i^fif)i«^ei('-''Qf 
thcKimc^: tf iznknkmd, and' exhibited' as a»e%2 
ample. fiftevrdr. to princes^ nvhin-^wdn witb^^^^^ti^ 
nit^i and dnink witb ^ik)tvi>»(r, ^^temiid /arrogate ^«» 
thfiinseivdatlcnnekhontibrsw i i.'.^ii ..tw 
Sc^hxxty: haadfi^NdiQeiiiidliezB^ ^-relilliied'frotd 



^itam^'lMkeffi^ nah ffiiiKBififaBBEby::aidii^m,'^ 
wlilbh 'hdiie idfthibitwise^nif?! riU>uld ifttia*pren 
Ttie pvopHet Daiiiiel^' hdttr^Wid, dekrlafed thstt it 
^^ pvGipbttJtc cf tte. sN^teifeedeheuiic^d hy htta« 
imi' d^^n&Mst )»iit4' im(6cxiseq«!ienee of: M^hich -M 
WMtolHi driven mt ^vc^ i}\e sonieiy <£>iheif^ 
tafd'ttebbfiie^ttft^a^beflSI, in' whichstate He-^did 
i»i«fiii}nf<tlii^Mef«te)irid>l>e bhnlghi to>a^due8isnttfc 

tfte^^^ii^dl»'^oiiM ptioe fdiore Hiwb to hiini } 
This awfiol and extxaordinary sentence &femi^ 
4ld ■ ha^re inji}d€ -ho^ Idsdiig- iin^ffilion:%pMi ithe 
klh^ l^'in Ui^iy'ftw»niic»itiisifte»* tii'e 4efft^ 
<^tfbn) as'h^wnsrivttliiibg in b)»|sMflScb,fi»^'Jtt( 
i»trt6 tii*i^$ thinks :oip)llfe^^pAfmo8ti0f'i|le(^f<- 
'ts^ts ef lliill kangtng ^itdiBti^ md iciMcfm^tliidb^ 
^h« ^glorie& ot tKe cU;^he h|idad6fntfdpuifiBilile-t6 
(4<$M^tt th«^pv^^4^ li«fl^9 He exdtttoedr ^ IJI 
^^ ifbttMi^ Gre»t^BiBibyl6n9 tM I^haV^ butte, tot 
^ thfe IJoufle €f tlUi^l(ib^onii4}y fbeacigttt of m^ 
*Vpbwdi», afid fer the HOhow-of mjr WWjd«jt?*» 
d«$6>s6on*et*'!iadh6:tKus^x)kenr than ii<vaie« £P6dl^ 
t)^tei^'pifoG9aimed) ^O king Nebncliadnesi^y 
^ tc>%h»6 it ift. ^ken, the l^ing^idm^ hf-^^Sprntd 
##b«p therer" And we are infownd^ that he 
^aii tfnOrmedlafelffiHvtin tern the ^ddety of mfet!, 
«nd'dwi^t triHi thfe ' beasts of the fi«ld ; 'thai'Hfe 
^ate gfa^ aii'dlf' M, and his- body wa». w^ with 
1^ detvJo#^^€«y, till hiiB^hai)fs< Wel«'igi»ownlik& 
-^^«r 'fe^diers, and his niuls Uke' bii^! daw^. 
-Tho^ who^ d0 »ot 'take tb«ae mtm^^ in tfeefa* 
strict literal' s6ii^«ti^6^ that loi^nrg hi^ 
't^Ti^ he^ >«^a]ldefted 1iM»tlt' the ii6ld6, and took 
%p his rabode tb^re Irilfi the da«Ie> tHl seiretti 
^feai«s^1iad passed ever hi» he^d.* ^ 
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*' DnHsg th» 4iMider, -km soki. £ini;nieradach 
administered the gonremment so iUj 9» to dcaw 
down upon lam hn father's heaty displeasiire^ 
and a just punishiaient* When the king came to 
his. right' undeistandingy her' satisfied' his injureiA 
subjedts by exempkuef Justm on his son; and 
$^mig the honour awi ,pmeje/ d»e' to Gody ac* 
jBnowledg^l[ him to hk aiiQi^ei'^lK lie ; coatimie^ 
in the possession of his khi^dom ayeai* ki^ii^is 
and then died) havkig reigned about foity^feor 
years* 
. The cifcumstances of his death have beea 
thus related : HaTing asoen^ed to the top of his 
fmlace, he prophesied ^ Una effect-r^^ Behotdi^ 
^ O' Babylonians^. I fofetei >yo(t; a calami^ at 
^ hand, which not the; &fteS) nor our ibcefcthor 
^'Belus. c^ possibly aTert* -A Fc^i&n mule 
^ shall oome^ and) by th<e asshttailQe of youvowis 
^ godS) $hall load your necks- wi^tha most gal- 
^tiog ytoke; and this destruction shall be&l 
^ you l;^ means of a Mede^ in whom the Assy*^ 
.Brians were accustomed to glovy* O9 wowd 
^^that he> ere thus.be betrays myipe^le, wev^ 
^< swaUowed up hj some whirlpool^ or otvei^ 
*^* whelmed in the depths of the sea; or thafe^ 
^^ hurried away into scone lonely -desert, he mtght 
^^ there remain a wanderer, never to beh<^ the 
<^ footsteps of mankind; O gnoH unto me, before 
>' he is agitated by this nagp of min^ to share 
}^ a happier end.** - Thus speaking) he w^'su^ 
denly snatched from the. sight of Qien: the same 
end Semiramis is said to have made.' ' » ' 

Evil-merodach, 'who 8iicee$4ed his iatheT) ^ 
a false step in the early part of his life, laid the 
ibcindation of that animosity in the Medea aadl 



Bersiioii^ wlndhrr ibv^aght ^on the. dis8oIula<m 6f 
4feM9i Babyloiiuanf^mpife. For« having in a great 
hnnttt^ matoh. est^sed the country of the 
Mede% he b^gan^ wkhdnl saiif |m>vocatkm to 
j^lwader. i^d la^ ^m»lie the neighbouring lands* 
XJ^n^^Mchf AfltTage&'the^ 'Mede, attended bjr 
in»,Bo^Cyfl2eare(»5 his gmidoe^ Cyrus, andsiich 
4xoo|^ as ■ oe^ he ^leoied ^ the emei^gency 9 
niaMied out to. meet^: him^ heingdetermined to 
repel force by fpfee* vTh^ parties engages 
£vil^4SkeM)dach was, put to. the n>ute) and pur- 
sued wii^ great slaughter to his own bordera* 
/ fivilrmerpdaph hid- reigned but two years^ 
!vbei>. he was mfwdsned by .NerigUssar his sis- 
ter's h^shandi whoi'4iK;ceeded to the vacant 
throne* The first act of thi^ prince w^ to en*> 
deavour to excite- all /the Q^ighbomiAg nMttaTchs 
against the growiBg power of, the Medes and 
PeraaBfi* On the beginning; of the foi^rtli year 
of his. i^igiiy |»«piaratioBs .were made on bot^ 
std^ j the Medes and Persisuis were commanded 
')^ . Cy?^f, tl^ , Babyloi^s, . with , their allies, 
tcdk. die field 'Undec the coaduct of Neriglissar^ 
and : Ctnaaus, king af Lydia* The Bqiby lonia^ 
aitv^y^ coi^atsting'of a> mixed n^ltitude cf vmous 
nations, exceec^d very mueh in numbers th^t c^ 
their oppon^itsy till they were joined by reia^ 
foroements under Tigranes, the .Armenian, hx 
the rnkkt of the preparations, ambassador ar^. 
rived from India, . to inquire intp the grounds 
and: causey of i;he war, with an offer of media- 
tioD, \£ it might be accepted, and with a threat^ 
ill qase it was rejected,,, of joinmg those who^ 
should appear to have the most justice on theit 
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ti) it k iiot.kno!y^rlio#^tiM9^tifl)ais^ mrn^^jM- 
tdofltd, rbqt che^ conimaneiqmmtL'^c/ti^saiitld* 

i»*ciU(e:;«{tige in theirs Aloi^tHjfoid;.H tli^Gtidi^ 

these' 'paits^c^rr^^ ^fh^ them- tM^^sst^ef oaifni 
lt»A> mi'^mrloker sfe^Ii And' €ito>)4^idiii^ ; •'*die»]^'efit 

aiWtelWl'JtcJ ^af, and iery pO«ih^J yd f^vvi L r: 
: When th^ lAaih^'iirfifies ^ngagedy' 't^it- mi(]4^ 

d«6^ii^elV«A ^ iBi^tl't:^yi%^ipiMUed'^tfdi even 

466k k ltiuld^deof^p9^«l4)Vandth^-«dgf^ 

Wg6, €6ndu«tf ditd* ^^d^in^' -ftirflAss-Was die 
Vnbfe^'de^^R^d ^6iv ac^^% ^6f thii tjMiftfikal gb^^ 
Verritn^rtt 6f^hiy sort ahd^swce^sofj ijAbiloeaik 
chod, Who iiv%^ inf«te^^''i£69t>ect'4te'9i^tiei4e'i^ 
ill's iatherf 'b<b$^lB^»^«d^d'a& i^ %(f^ v^L 

^^ness, tmidty^ and;irtgils3€te."'' ''"^w^'fectla if 4llS 
.«:ttie!t? ''«)\vaWl» Gttbfyai %nd ^Gedate^^Btfi^i 
niatti Im^is, arjft -particiilarly" ihetitloriadr TfiS 
ijnly soh 'of the fortner he «lew at'a hMtkie 
tnatch, because he fyiepcedwith h\^ dftrt li wild 
lieast which the* king h^d' thiased.- ^Tht othe# 
fie cauaed to'lie raad^atii^tin«ch,'t)ec6^^oSftee£ 
lits concubih^^ had comtnehdedlife b^atttjfr; ; ^Tllli 
iki^ was rfaJn by hfe own -subjtectsi ihd wtts'ifafe'^ 
deeded by Naljonaditte/'Who hkd'fh^ chi^fflaild 
iti the murder. - • ' '' • ' ^ J .^ • •" ' 
It altars that Nabonadius was the same ^HMi 



Itfdk-Mf^Difis.ioQlIMria't&ef booker PatAenad*^ 
isidLzzaryfoaidf tlnt.iD(}faiji:ireign th^fpcotidi'^ilxool^* 

^lete](f>j aBnediJ\i Cynis^/.lmticig fiuhdofisiftheiaft^ . 
voai^'ii^tmDisofboiii: ^he j^^gdan^vdai^o .tiie ]Bu«i 
pli^td&^>a{icl i also . Sycria. juidt. Ahibi^ . btoit iiis) 
xti^h todvatd '£abyloii, jandxk)iely: bosiibged *f fasc 

iiifffnalkedfi^aiD:rlEB j^i»aVtUMm4,'^<fcwt^twas'.t6»' t£ 
k^itL& Sitb9sloD^'to&M^llaHctkefindHbitMEfts^r.'oni 

lilgtlt^in/diulldiigJlaxdcfebaiidie^ bsochiMi^'tbsit 
^i:>ir jixiafiBr Ihii^rlf 8titpii8idlttehiyiaiidacfM<i^ 
an|fl]f?.Bt^ba£^ion^. 3btax)hiioidnt n6 Jtiies> fasad 'efi 
tiie canal leading itD^ ttidj i|;reiilrJaket with etidei>: 
to break down the bank at a certain hour, and 
to turn the whole current into the lake. At the 
same time he appointed a body of troops at the 
place where the river entered into the city, and 
another where it came out, ordering them to 
march in, bfE ike /bedi(of:ith® lires, ; as i^ioon as it 
was fordable* These troops were commanded 
by Gobryas and Godates, who, on account of 
the cruelty experienced by them in the former 
reign, had joined the army and cause of Cyrus* 
When they entered the city, they found all the 
gates open, and were enabled to penetrate into the 
veiy centre of it without opposition : and meet- 
ing at the palace, according to a pre-concerted 
pkn, they surprised the guards, and cut them 
to pieces. Those who were in the palace, open- 
ing the gates to inquire into the cause of the 
confusion, the Persians rushed in, took posses- 
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Monof tke "palace, and killed Ni^bonadiQG^ \vi1O9' 
sword in hand, caiiie outtameelJdMSint The 
raat satoiittedy and tHe^ Medes aod Ses-^bns he- 
«aine mastera of - tHaie pkce* Thus wba ani end 
pot to the Babylonian. emplr8f«hd.thepix>|ihe^/ 
oiea inlfiUed' wiifch. ^sKuah, Jec«tniali9.,4imd D^ 
luel, had utter<sd agakist iu . In'lhat-^verf iiight 
Ae kini; had entertained aJtbousand of his Icunds) 
at a ^reat iMqtiet, and having pmibnedlhe aa^ 
cred vessels ^lach KetaichadnesEzar had brought 
from Jerusalem^ he firEft- to.w written on the wall 
of. the rbanctneiin^ nxuny.an^ aftertimrds inoKid 
kxm^ ite . imuith . t>fl -^ Baiikil, tbe awlci tdgmxi, 

the MtdeBiand /^ff^ofw ;^.a SenlefK3eifaat>WBS pfo- 
bbkiy executed. befera the prophet .cooid^ weU^ 
have eiq>laibed.to tfae^.tenrified .in<MiacrdL and jiis' 
gixestsita true nature and itnpoTt. . 
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